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We have agsumed, in our whole discussion; the truth,
tbe Diyine inspiration, and the authority of the sacred
Scriptures. From this it follows that the teaching of
Scripture, in all questions of doctrine, when clearly

. ascertained, is the infallible rule and judge of what is to
be believed as true.

Widely different interpretations, however, have been
and are put, upon various passages of Scripture. It is
therefore necessary, while every man must, for himself,
search the Scriptures, and be fully persuaded in his own
mind, that he should avail himself of all proper assist-
ance -in confirming himself in the correctness of his
oonelusions. This aseistance is to be found, in the most
eminent manner, in the promised influences of that Holy
Spirit, who alone can infallibly guide into all truth.—
Next to this, however, is the confirmation given to our
opinione by the judgment of others, whose ability and

aracter reuder them capable judges of the true mean-
ing of the sacred Scriptures.

ow, among those who must be regarded as, beyond
controversy, most eminently capable of knowing what
our Lord and his apostles really taught, orally, and in
writing, the Cbristians who lived contemporaneously
and immediately after them, must be eurolled. If,
therefore, we can ascertain those views which were held
by the prémitive church, on the subject of the Trinity,
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we have the highest assurance that these must have
been delivered %y Christ and his apostles, and must
contain the real doctrine of the Holy Scriptures. And
if we find that those views are not those of the Unitari-
ans, but are, in all that is essential, those of Trinitarians,
then we may safely conclude that the Trinitarian, and
not the Unitarian doctrine, is that taught in the word of
God. In a very important sense, Tertullian’s declara-
tion is correct, as it regards Christian doctrine: *“ What-
ever is first, is trne,—whatever is later, is adulterate.”
And the rule of Vincentius will apply, that whatever
Christian doctrine was held by all, every where in the
first age of Christianity, must be true. The question is
not one regarding the opinions of the early Christians,
but as to the simple fact of their holding certain opin-
ions because they believed them to be those taught in
the word of God, and by Christ and his apostles. Chris-
tianity being undoubtedly a revelation from God, and
this revelation being now contained in the sacred wri-
tings, what views on the subject of the Trinity did the
primitive Christians consider to be enforced in those
writings, and to have been tauﬁht by Christ and-his
inspired apostles? We appeal to the primitive Chrigtians
therefore, not as judges, but simply as credible and:fully

ualified witnesses of what was held and bhelieved in
the churches in their day, as the undoubted doctrine of
Christianity. We do not, therefore, constitute them
either judges or interpreters of the faith; but most relia-
ble witnesses of facts, and most capable translators of
language, which, to many of them, was vernacular, who
were also most likely to know the views and opinions of
the inspired penmen.

At the period of the Reformation, as weé shall after-
wards prove, the doctrine of the Trinity was every where
and by all the reformed churches, adopted as the un-
doubted teaching of Scripture, and as of primary and
fundarnental importance. This was done while the same
judgment was delivered by the Romish church, from
whose tenets and practices they would naturally have
been disposed to recede, as far as Scripture warranted.
Such also, was the doctrine beld by the churches of
Rome, of Britain, -of the Greek and Oriental churches,
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or who say that he ‘was from any person or substance,
or who teach that the Son of God was created, or was
vertible, or was mutable; these persons the apostolic
and catholic church anathematizes.

This council was called on account of the views of the
Trinity broached by Arius, a presbyter of Alexandria,
which denied the absolute consubstantiality, coequality,
and divinity of Father, Son and Holy Ghost, though he
. admitted the personality and divine nature of each.

The creed thus adopted was declared by these various
representatives of churches in Asia, Africa and Europe,
to be that which bad invariably been the doctrine of the
Catholic Church, from the very age, and by the very
teaching of the Apostles themselves.

In his historical epistle to his own church of Cesaréa,
Eusebius unequivocally states, that the Nicene Fathers
avowedly proceeded in their definition of sound Christian
doctrine, on this principle: “ As” says he, *“ we have re-
ceived from the Bishops, our predecessors, both in our
first catechumenical instruction, and, afterwards, at the
time of our baptism ; and as we have learned from the
Holy Scriptures ; and as, both in our Presbyterate,.and
in our Episcopate itself, we have both believed and
taught, this also, now believing, we expound to your
faith.”* Concerning which things, we firmly pronounce,

* Eusebius introduced a creed, or confeesion of faith, to the Couneil ae-
sembled at Nice. The creed is as follows:

“1 believe in one God, the Father Almighty, the Maker of all things visi-
ble and invisible, and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Word of God, of
God, Light of Light, Life of Life, the only begotten Son, the first born of
every creature, begotten of God the Father before all the worlds: by
whom all things were made; who, for our ealvation, was incarnate, and

lived amoug men, d returned
to the Father, and and dead.
I believe also in ¢ 188 8 bein

and existence, the e Son, anﬁ
the Holy Ghost r« 1e sent his
disciples to preac hem in the

name of the Fatl concerning
whom I affirm, thas + wviu auu wiuk 1 uns maoser, ana was / long ago
held thus, and shall hold so until death, and perish in this faith, anathe-
matizing every impious heresy. I declare in the presence of Almighty
God, and our Lord Jesus Christ, that I have held all these sentimenz'from
my heart and soul, from the time that T know myself; and that I now
think and express them sincerely, being able to show by 8emonstration,
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~ Their assertion, as expressed in their own precise
words, runs in manner following : ¢ This is the apostolic
and blameless faith of the church; which faith, ulti-
mately derived from the Lord himself, through the
apostles, and handed down from our forefathers to their
predecessors, the church religiously preserves and main-
tains the same, both now and forever: inasmuch as the
Lord said to the disciples—Go and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”*

Thus, says Mr. Faber, in two several passages, we
have the attestation of full three hundred responsible
individuals, collected out of all parts of the world, little
more than three centuries after the Christian era, and
little more than two centuries after the death of the apos-
tle John, to a naked historical fact: the fact, namely, that
the doctrines maintained in the first council of Nice,
were the doctrines which they themnselves had always
taught, which, in the course of their catechumenical
institution they had learned from predecessors, which
they had openly professed at the time of their baptism,
which, in the several lines of their respective churches,
had invariably been handed from one spiritual genera-
tion to another, which had been received on the authori-
ty of the apostles, and which the apostles had ultimately

erived from the Lord himself. -

How more than three hundred men could have ven-
tured to hazard such an assertion, unless the facts affirm-
ed were almost universally admitted, and how othérwise
such an assertion could bave completely escaped contra-
diction, may be deemed extraordinary, and indeed im-
possible. It must, therefore, be regarded an established
fact, that the Trinitarian doctrine was held by nearly all
the churches, when the controversy respecting it first
began. Alexander mentions only three bishops, five
Eresbyters, and six deacons, who supported Arius in his

eresy; and without supposing these persons to bave
been actuuted by improper motives, (a suspicion which
is more than insinuated against some of thewn,) it is only

# Gelaa. Cyric. Hist. Council Nic. prim, lib. i, c. 28. Labb. Couneil,
vol. ii,, p. 334. . . :
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reagonable to decide, that the sentiments of so small a
minority are not to be weighed against the deliberate
declaration of the whole catﬁolic church.

This creed, it will also be remembered, was adopted
after a long and careful inquiry and discussion. *All
vthin%e” said the Emperor Constantine, in his circular
epistle to the churches, * obtained a suitable examina-
tien.”* He makes the same assertion in his particular
epistle to the Church of Alexandria. ¢“All things which
might seem to give any handle for dispute or dissention,
were argued and accurately examined.”t On this as-
sertion of the Emperor, the remark of the historian So-
crates runs as follows: ‘ Constantine, indeed, wrote
these things to the people of Alexandria, signifying that
the definition of the faith was made, not lightly, nor at
pure hazard ; but they laid it down with much inquiry
and examination ; and not that some things were men-
tioned, while otber things were suppressed ; but that all
thin? were agitated, WE:tsoever were meet to be spo-
ken for the establishment of the dogma; and that the
definition was not made lightly ; but that it was prece-
ded by an-accurate discussion.”t Here then is proof
g:eitive that in A. D. 825, the Trinitarian doctrine was,

yond the possibility of contradiction, the almost uni-
versal doctrine of the Christian church, and declared to
have been such from the beginning. In confirmation of
this position, we may, however, present many strong and
conclueive arguments. » .

-1, It will bere be proper, as our first line of argument,
to introduce the testimony afforded by the heathen, as
to the opinions at this period, and previously, entertain-
ed in-the Christian church. From the very nature of
the objections constantly put forward by the heathen, it
is evident that they regarded, and that the Christians
admitted, the worship of Christ, as God essentially with
the Father, to be a fundamental part of the faith and
practice of Christians.

- These objections, as given by Arnobius, A. D. 308,
are thus stated: “The gods” as Arnobius represents the

#* Euseb. de, vit. Constant. lib. ii, e 17.
{ Soerat. Hist. Eccles. lib. i, ¢. 9.~} Ib. .
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#* Arnob. adv. gent, lib. i, pp. 19, 20. .Lugdus, Batar, 1651.
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eug to produce testimonies to the same effect, enough
to fill a volume. Bnt these will -suffice.

We now adduce the testimony of Clement, of Alexan-
dria. This ancient Father professed to be a scholar of
Pantcenus : who, by some of the early theologians, is said
to have been a disciple of the apostles; and who, doubt-
less, ‘econversed, with the Fathers denominated Apostoli-
cal. Olement is thought to have died about the year
220 ; and those who had been taught by the apostles
might bave been alive in the year 150. = ‘ Because” he
says, ‘“the Word was from above, he both was and is the
Divine principle of all things. This Word, the Christ,
was both the caunse of our original existence, for he was
God; and also the cause of our well-existence, for this
very Word hath now appeared unto men, he alone being
both God and m#n,” * * * * * * * & &« & PBoljeve,
then, O, man, in him who is both man and God; be-
lieve, O, man, in the living God, who suffered and who
is adored.”* ’

From the attestation of Clement of Alexandria, we
may proceed to that of Ireneus, of Lyons, the scholar of
Po Iycarp, the disciple of the ‘apostle John. This, we
shall fiad in the controversial work, which, with the ap- -
probation of the Catholic Church, that eminent writer,
about the year 175, published against the existing here-
sies. ' “ Man,” he says, “ was formed according to the
likeness of God; and he was fashioned by his hands.
That is to.say, he was fashioned through his Son, and
throngh his Spirit: to whom also he said, Let us make
man.”t “Therefore, in all, and through all, there .is
one God, the Father, and one Word, and one Son, and
one Spirit, and one faith and salvation to all who believe
in him.”} ¢ With him, 4. 6. God, are ever present, his
Word and his Wisdom, his Son and his Spirit, through
whom, and in whom, he freely and spontaneounsly made
all things ; to whom, likewise, he spoke, when he said,
Let us make man after our own image and likeness.”}
“ Man was made and fashioned after the image and like-

* Clem. Alex. Protreps. Oper. p. 68.
t Iren. Adv. hser, lib. iv,, c. 8, p. 287. {Ib. e 14, § 6, p 242
t1Ih o 87, §9, p 966 »
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# Iren. Adv. haer,, lib. iv,, c. 75 § 8p
Legat. pro. Christia, e. ix, pp 8'1. 88, Oxop. 1706-
At.hmagtt ¢ x, p 40.
Athen. Legat. oxi., p. 46 '

[Jax.

{
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* Molit. Apol.. See above, Book 1., chap. 4, § x.,

+ Theoph. Ad. Autol, lib. ii, e. 15. 1 Ibid, e. 22,

§ Tatian Orat. Cont. Graec., § xxxv., p. 717, Worth, .
Vor. x.—No. 3. 2
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ists, then, we are not, inasmuch as we worship the Crea-
tor of the universe; and having learned that Jesus
Christ is the Son of him who is truly God, and holdin

him in the second place, we will shew that, in the thi

degree, we honour also the prophetic Spirit, in conjunc-
tion with the Word.* For the Word, who is born from
the unborn and ineffable God, we worship and we love,
next in order after God the Father; since, also, on onr
account, he became man, in order that, being a joint
partaker of our sufferings, he might also effect our heal-

ing.”’t

%wo Apologies by Quadratus and Aristides, addressed
to the Emperor Adrian, in the year 125, are unfortunately
lost. But they are spoken of, both by Eusebius and
Jerome, as being “defences of the worship of Ged
which prevails among,” and ‘“as conducted by, Chrie- -
tians,” * as setting forth the right principles of our dog-
matic theology,” and as being imitated by Justin Mar-
tyr. g ) .

Ignatius, who is our next witness, was & disciple of
the apostle John, who died in the year 100, and he suf-
fered martyrdom at Rome, either in the year 107, or (as
gome think,) in the year 116. ¢ There is” he says, ‘“‘one
physician, fleshly and spiritual, made and not made.
God became incarnate, true life in death, both from
Mary and from God, first passible, and then impassible.”
“ Our God Jesus Christ was conceived by Mary accord-
ing to the economy of God, from the seed indeed of
David; but from the Holy Ghost.” * Permit me to be
an imitator of the passion of my God. I glorify Jeeus
Christ, the God who has thus endued you with wisdom.”
“ Expect him who -is beyond all time, the eternal, the
invisible; even him who on our account became visible;
him, who is intangible and impassible ; who yet, on our
account, suffered ; who yet, on our account, endured after
every manner.”|

The very short Epistle of, Polycarp to the Philippi-
ans, which alone has survived him, 18 chiefly practical.

* Justin Apol. 1. Oper. pp. 46, 47.  Ibid, 11 Oper., p. 40.
{1 Euseb.B. IV, ¢. 8: B. L, 0. 4§ 2 Heer. Script. Eccl, Ep. lxxxiv.
| Ighat Epist. ad, Polyc., § iii, p. 40. ‘
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Hence we cannot expect there to find any very precige
doctrinal statement. Yet, even in this document, which
appears to have been written almost immediately after
the martyrdom of his friend and fellow disciple Ignatius,
about the year 107, we may observe an incidental re-
cognition ef the divine nature of our Saviour. “May
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; and may
be "himself, the eternal High-priest; the Son of God,
Jesus Christ ; build you up in faith and truth, and grant
unto you a lot and portion among his saints, and to us
also along with you, and to all who are under heaven,
and who hereafter shall believedn our Lord Jesus Christ
and in his Father, who raised him up from the dead.”*

-We can.as little expect, from the plan of their compo-
sition, any very copious and precise statement of doctrine
in either of the two epistles to the Corinthians, written
from 67 to 96, by the venerable Clement of Rome; yet,
it both of them, do the recognised opinions of the early
-Church show themselves with abundantly sufficient dis-
tinctneses, and by one to whom St. Paul himself hears
testimony, as being one of his fellow-labourers, whose
names are in the-back of life. ¢ Ye were all humble-
minded, in no wise boastful, subject rather than subject-
ing;, giving rather than receiving. Being satisfied with
the supplies which God has furnished for your journey,
and diYigeutly attending to his words, you receive them
into your very breast and bowels; and before your eyes
weré his sufferings. Thus was there given nnto all, a
deep and glorious peace, and an insatiable desire of
doing good ; and, over all, there was a full effusion of
the Holy Ghost.”t+ ¢ For Christ is of the number of the
humble-minded, not of those who exalt themselves above
his flock. The sceptre of the majesty of God, our Lord
Jesus Christ came not in the pride of pomp and circum-
stance, though he was able to have done so; but with
bumbleness of mind, as the Holy Ghost spake concern-
ing him. Ye see, beloved, what an example has been
given unto us. For, if the Lord bore himself thus hum-

. 1 Polyoarp. Epist. ad. Philipp,, § xii. Cotel. Patr. Apost., vol. ii, p,
9 ‘.

;Glm Rom. Epist., 1, ad. Corinth., § ii, Patr. Apost. Octel., vol. i, pp.
147, 148.
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bly, what ought we to do, who have come nnder the
yoke of his grace #°*

Similar phraseology occurs in the very ancient Epistle,
which is ascribed to the Apostle Barnabas, but which
really seems to have been written by a Hebrew Chris-
tian of that name, about the year137. “When he chose
his agostles,” says this writer, “who were about to

reach his gospel, then he manifested himself to be the
on of God. Por, -unless he had come in the flesh, how
could we men, when looking upon him, have been saved ¢
For they, who look even upon the perishable sun, which
is the work of his handg, are unable to gaze upon its
beams. Wherefore, the Son of God came in the flesh.”t

The second Epistle of Clement opens with what js
equivalent to a direct assertion of Christ’s Godhead :
“ Brethren,” says he, ¢ we ought thus to think concern-
ing Jesus Christ, as concerning God, as concerning the
Judge of both the quick and the dead. And we onght
not to think small things concerning our salvation: for,
in thinking small things concerning him, we are hoping
to receive small things.”’}.

‘We have thus been enabled, in the first place, by the
testimony of the heathen, to establish the doctrine of the
Trinity, as having been the dectrine of Christians up to
the very age of the Apostles.

A second line of argument, by which the Trinitarian
views of the early Christians has been established, is by
the public apologies, epistles, and other documents pub-
lished by them, in their name, and with their concur-
rence, during the same period.  °

A THIRD line of proof that the doctrine of the early
Christian church was Trinitarian, will be found in the
creeds which remain. ,

These creeds were most familiarly known and receiv-
ed, as indeed their very name imports, by the whole
assembly of the baptized, whether ministers or people.
They formed also the basis of lectures to the catechu-
mens, and were publicly recited at the time of baptism.

~
_* Clom. Bom. Epiat I, 8d. Corinth., § xvi, Pats. Apost Cotel, vol i,
pp- 156, 157.
- 4 Barnab. Epist. Cathol.. § v., Patr. Apest. Cotel. vol. i. 15, 16.
IOlem. Roru. Epist. ii., ad. Corinth., § i, p. 185. i
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* Euseb. Hist. Eccles., lib. v., . 28. -
4 Bee them fully collected, and historioally prennted, by Mr. Faber,
vol. i, B. 1, chap. vi., pp. 166-198.
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falsehood of the doctrine in question, and must be consi-
dered an undeniable proof of the Trinitarianism of the
church, up to the time when the earliest of theee, ¢ the
creed of t{:e Trinity,” must he supposed to have existed,
that is, the very age of the Apostles. - .
A rourTa line of testimony in proof of the fact that the
early Christian Church believed the doctrine of the Tri-
pity, is found in the earliest existing liturgies. As Bish-
op Bull well observes, all the ancient Liturgies extaut,
in whatever part of the world they may have been used,
contain, under one modification or another, that solemn
concluding Doxology to the Blessed Trinity, with which,
in sowe form, every Christian is so abundantly familiar:
“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Ho-
ly Ghost ; both now and alway, and to all eternity.”*—
’ghis Doxology is evidently built upon that brief and
most remotely ancient creed, which was fawmiliarly de-
nowinated the Symbol of the Trinity: “I believe in
God : the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” And
the symbol of the Trinity again, is manifestly founded
upon the formula of baptism enjoined and appointed by
our Lord himself. Baptize them in, or into, the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.t
Now, although no liturgy was committed to writin
until the fifth century, yet the primeval existenoe,ang
public use of the Doxology has been fully determined b
the concurrent attestation of a series of witnesses, &
chronologically prior to the first Nicene Council. About
the year 220, we may observe it employed by Hippoly-
tus, as the most proper conclusion of his Treatise against
Nvoetus.} About the year 200, Tertullian refers to it as
a clear proof of the universal reception of the doctrine of
Christ’s divinity.] About the year 194, we find it used
by Clement of Alexandria.§: About the year 175, Ire-
neus incidentally remarks, that it was employed by the
Catholic Church in the course of her ortﬁuary thanks-
- # Athan. de. Virginit. Oper.. vol i, p. 829. ..
+ Matt. xxviii: 19.
$ Cont. Noet., ¢. xviii, vol. 2, p. 20.
| DeSpeetat, p. 700. .
§ Clem. Alex. Poedag, lib. iii, e. 12, Oper. p. 266.
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From this I will quote the following declaration : ¢ The
first (&;Jest’ion for inquiry is, whether the writers of the
first three centuries were unanimous; whether one umi-
form system of belief concerning the Son and the Holy
Ghost can be expected from their writings, or whether
they opposed and contradicted each other. Even if we
should adopt the latter conclusion, it would by no means
follow that they held the Socinian or Unitarian notions.
Pains have been taken to rescue some of them from.an
inclination to Arianism ; and the present work may
shew whether the attempt has not been successful ; but
there is not even a shadow of proof, that any one -of
these writers approach to the Socinian or gnitaria,n
‘tenets. It will Eowever be seen, that the Fathers of the
first three centuries were perfectly unanimous. There
are no signs of doubt, or dissension, in any-of their wri-
tings. Some of them were engaged in controversy,
while others merely illustrated Seripture, or applied
therselves to practical theology. In all of them, we
find the same uniform mode of expression concernin
the Son and the Holy Ghost. The testimony is collec
with equal plainness from the casual and incidental re-
marks, as from the laboured conclusion of the apologist
and the polemic.” oo

" I'had myself proceeded some length, in the perusal of
the early Fathers, in order to be able to give their testi-
mony on this and other subjects from personal and ofi-
ginal examination. Haying, however, become possessed
of the work-of Mr. Faber, based upon hié careful perusal
of the early Fathers, I found his method of presenting
their testimony eo clear and conclusive, not only as ha-
ving their undivided opinions, but the views also of the
entire church, in their days, that I have concluded to
adopt it, and to present a summary of the arguments he
80 ably and elaborately maintained.*

Thesaurus. Eccl. sub. nem. pias, &c. Hagenbach’s Hist. of Christian
Doctrine, vol. i, pp. 49. 50, 222, 128. And in a variety of other works

* The work is entitled, nitarianism, (or, see 00py
Title Page.) The first vo testimony, with a disous-
sion respecting the Primit Jerusalem, the Nazarenes

of Ebionites, &¢. The second voL is oceupied with a full and elaborate
reply to all the objections which have been made against the Trinitarian-
ism of that testimony. .
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