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It is our object, in the ensuing article, to present to our
readers the subject of capital punishment. This we be-
lieve to be timely and important; and as it has been press-
ed upon us by the recent cases of the execution of colored
persons, for the crime of poisoning two innocent and unof-
fending individuals, against whom they did not even pre-
tend to have ground for retaliation or revenge,® we will
draw from their case illustrations of our argument.

We have placed at the head of our article a number of
works in which this subject will be found discussed, chiefly
for the purpose of directing our readers to sources of infor-
mation on both sides of the question, and of giving them
pag)able evidence of the interest the subject is exciting,
and of the great necessity of “stirring up the minds” of
those who are already ¢ established in the truth.”

In the extensive and learned work of the celebrated Gro-
tius will be found a treasury, in which all the principles ly-
ing at the foundation of human society, and which deter-
mine authority and rights, in a state both of peace and

* From our own knowledge and their confessions, we know that in this
case the treatment of the parties, by their owners, had been gentle and hu-
mane, and that their crime is traceable to distinct causes, foreign to such
a source.
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Wza.r},l are discussed on the grounds of natural and revealed
truth.*

In the Discourse by the Rev. Thomas Smyth, will be
found a synopsis of the arguments in support of the right
of society, both to inflict capital punishment and to prose-
cute a just war.

Mr. écott’s treatise, contains a very satisfactory state-
ment of the scriptural argument in support of the divine
appointment and permanent obligation of capital punish-
ment.

Mr. Beggs’ Essay is a very condensed view of what can
be said in opposition to the law of death; and exhibits, in
a remarkable degree, the difficulty of preventing genuine
piety and true philanthropy from degenerating into a mor-
bid and sickly sympathy for distress, even while it is the
result of the most heinous and desperate guilt; and how
easily the mind, in such circumstances, can delude itself]
with the most inconclusive reasoning.

In the full and comprehensive work by Taylor Lewis
will be found a survey of the whole argument, and of all
the objections as urged by the latest advocates for the abo-
lition of capital punishment. Of Dr. Cheever’s labors on
this subject the public have formed a very high opinion, and
have derived from them important benefit, in staying that
flood of wild speculation which threatens to overturn, in
the State of New York, every landmark of security.

In the article in the New Englander, for July, 1844, the
increase of crimes against life, which is, it is said, awfully
notorious in the Northern States, is traced to the constantly
diminishing value that is set upon human life; the mix-
ture, in our population, of individuals of different races and
nations; the loss of property and disappointed ambition ;
the absurd and barbarous custom of carrying deadly wea-
pons ; the diminished dread of a trial ; the constantly in-
creasing difficulty of procuring convictions on indictment
for murder; the increasing uncertainty (owing to the un-
pardonable abuse of their prerogative by Governors,) whe-
ther, in case of conviction, the penalty of the law will be
rigidly enforced ; and the influence of the unprincipled por-

* On this subject, see particularly Book I, and Book II : ch. xx, on Pun-~
ishments.
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tion of the press. “What then, (it is asked,) can be done ?
We answer, we have the same remedy that we possess for
all other evils, moral, civil, political or religious. We shall
never expel tyranny by the sword, nor heresy by the
flames. %%3 shall never eradicate vice by law, nor protect
life or property by an armed force. Such remedies partake
not of the spirit of our institutions. We must aim our ef-
forts at the minds and hearts of freemen. Our safety de-
pends on constant and persevering efforts to enlighten the
one and to purify the other.”

The article in the same Review, on the right of civil
overnment over human life, is a short but conclusive one.
t thus concludes :

“We have taken this cursory view of certain conditions
under which it is right for the ¢ powers that be’ to destroy
human life, for the sake of establishing this right as a general
principle. ~ We claim it to be a plain corollary from the di-
vine institution of human government, that life may be
justly taken in vindication and support of the laws ; for no-
thing is more certain than the dependence of civil govern-
ment on this right, for its existence and power to answer
the ends of its existence. And we feel authorized to charge
all deniers of the right of capital punishment, of the forci-
ble suppression of domestic insurrection, and of war with
foreign powers, with a logical denial of the right of civil .
govemment itself. Their position leads, by irresistible in-

erence, to the grossest errors of the non-resistants.  Start-

ing with the doctrine that life is inviolable, and that the in-
tentional destruction of life is always murder, to what oth-
er conclusion can they come, than that civil government is
a usurpation, and that God intended man should be con-
trolled by moral influence alone, in this world? If the
enemies of society are not liable to the loss of life, for their
crimes and criminal attempts, no restraint can be exercised
over them, and no penalty, however mild, can be inflicted.
They will not suffer themselves to be seized and imprison-
ed by the nerveless arm that dare not strike ; and there
will in fact, and from necessity, be no such thing as gov-
ernment, which, by supposition, God has ordained.”

The last article, from the same Review, of 1846, we re-
gard as a very lucid, able, and conclusive refutation of the
objections made to this law of death, and commend its pe-
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rusal to any who may feel a desire to pursue the investi-
gation.

Dr. Schmucker discusses, in his own didactic manner,
the various questions to which the subject gives rise, both
on the grounds of natural right and scriptural authority.

Of the elaborate article in the Biblical Repertory and
Princeton Review, in reply to the reports presented in fa-
vor of the abolition of capital punishment, to the Legisla-
tures of Massachusetts and New York, we cannot speak
too highly, nor commend it too warmly; and by the re-
publication of two volumes of separate essays from this
able Review, it is placed within the easy access of all our
readers.

The article in the Biblical Repertory and Princeton Re-
view will be found especially satisfactory and valuable, as
ontaining a full view of the argument, from history and
experience.

In the extended and elaborate article in the Bibliotheca
Sacra will be found a full philological investigation of all
the scriptural passages involved in the controversy, par-
ticularly as it regards the sixth commandment, which, it
seems, is regarded by the abolitionists as a stronghold.
The subject is to be continued. ‘

We will now proceed, in as condensed and practical a
manner as possible, to give a summary of our own views
on this vitally important question. There is, at present, a
great outcry on this subject extending itself over the world,
and promulgated, with vehement emphasis, throughout our
own country. Capital punishment, even for the wilful de-
struction of human life—to which and to very few other
crimes, it ought, we think, to be limited—is spoken of in terms
of unmeasured reprobation ; represented as a lingering rem-
nant of a barbarous age; or the custom of savage feudal-
ism, and unworthy of a civilized state. In the terms of a
prevailing but morbid sensibility, it is coupled with the cal-
culations of utilitarianism. It is contended that putting to
death according to law is “an ill-judged evil-working ex-
pedient, and worthy of no higher designation than legal-
ized murder.”

Now it must be admitted that the subject of capital pun-
ishment is often treated in this manner, from honest con-
viction and good motives, and from an apprehension that
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the genius of Christianity is inimical to it, under any cir-
cumstances. But while this must be admitted of many
holders of the above opinion, we fully concur with the Lon-
don Record when it says, “ We reiterate our opinion, that
the present attempt to do away with the punishment of
death where murder has been committed, proceeds from no
other than the practical infidelity of the age. Itis from
foolish and corrupt man, affecting to know better and be
more benevolent than ¢the only wise God, a God full of
compassion and tender mercy, but ‘ who will in no wise
clear the guilty.’” And that such is the true source of this
opposition would appear from the obvious character of the
avowed opponents of this law. “All those,” says the New
Englander, “ whose impulses and habits put them in oppo-
sition to law, and who not unnaturally feel somewhat as if
it were for their interest that the punishments of crime should
be abolished, are agitated with the movement. 'The haunt-
ers of dramshops ; the frequenters of brothels; those whose
oaths shock you as you pass along the street—are generally
in favor of the abolition of capital punishment. Those who

rofess to believe that there is no retribution for wickedness
in the world to come, and that the murderer, dying with all
a murderer’s malice in his heart, dies only to enter into per-
fect bliss—cry out against the dreadfulness of the death
penalty, and lgt;mand that the murderer shall have a kinder
and less vindictive treatment. Philanthropic projectors of
a reconstructed moral universe, who hold that society is all
wrong, and that everything existing must be overturned to
prepare the way for a new era of social equality—utter
the same outcry. Those whose religion is mere sentimen-
talism—whose Christianity, as they call it, is little else than
a low concggtion of the poetry of nature—and who con-
ceive of God chiefly as a great artist that has made the
world for its beauty—give in their adhesion.”

The benevolent and philanthropic character of the age—
according to the universal tendency of weak and imperfect
reason—Iis carried out into absurd and extravagant theories,
as if all the tares of human depravity could be at once and
completely eradicated by the devices of man’s wisdom and
man’s philanthropy ; all temptation and trial be entirely
done away; and an age of perfect holiness and therefore of
perfect happiness, be restored and perpetuated. Now while
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it is hard to resist a current apparently so pure and gentle
in its flow, so benevolent in its design, and so beneficent in
many of its partial and present results—yet truth compels
all lovers of equity to stand fast against the Syren voice,
even though it speak in the tone and assume the garb of
“an angel of light.”

In the decision of every question of conscientious obliga-
tion and moral duty, “ To THE LAW AND THE TESTIMONY ”
must be our immediate and our final appeal ; and every
theory that is not accordant with these, and based upon
them, must be rejected—however specious and refined—as
having “no truth in it.” And this is the true and only cri-
terion by which we can determine whether ANy plan of
man’s devising, having for its professed object the promo-
tion of man’s welfare—is pure gold, or only a glitterin
counterfeit—* the hay, the wood and the stubble;” an
whether, therefore, under the cover of a present and appa-
rent good, there will not be found, in all such schemes, the
seeds of -future and ultimate evil.

Now the opponents of capital punishment—while, of ne-
cessity, they attempt to shelter themselves behind a few iso-
lated passages of scripture, severed from their context and
misinterpreted in their true meaning—nevertheless aim as
much as possible to divest the question of its scriptural
character, and thus clear the way for reaching bold and
plausible conclusions, and for enlisting public sympathy.

This question, however, so far as it is one of obligation
and right, is purely theological. It is altogether a Bible
question, and to be decided by the proper answer to the
question, “Is there a law framed by divine authority and by
which, in every case, it is made necessary that the crime of
murder shoul?be punished with death?” For our own
part, we could give no sanction nor concurrence to the in-
fliction of death—terminating as it does the period of man’s
probation for eternity—except under the authority of di-
vine requirement or sanction. And therefore we regard
the propriety or impropriety of this punishment to be at
once and forever decided by a knowledge of what God has
required and ordained, and as we would not allow any rea-
sons of mere expediency or self interest to establish the
law of death, so we cannot admit loose and declamatory
statements to have any weight against a law of God, un-
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less there can be produced some decisive intimation in the
Bible of the subsequent repeal of that law. Our direct and
decisive reference, therefore, is made to God’s law and to
God’s testimony.

But in doing this, let it not be supposed that we have any
fear of bringing this question to the decision of sound rea-
son and of long tried experience.

On the contrary we maintain that the infliction of death
for the crime of wilfully taking away life, is in itself right;
is sustained by every principle of justice; and is required
by the moral sense and conscience of every unprejudiced
mind. That such is the moral nature of this law of death,
we might argue from the fact that God has unquestiona-
bly authorized and required the punishment of death by
the Jewish law, and under the whole period of the Jewish
economy. This fact no one ever has, or ever can possibly
deny.* But if this fact is true, how can any one who be-
lieves that God is so necessarily and immutably holy, that
He cannot either authorize or sanction what is wrong ;—
how, we say, can such a person question that the punish-
ment of death must be in itself right, and accordant with
the principles of justice, when it was instituted and re-
quired by God himself? Who, without blasphemy, can
say that God, under any circumstances or for any th
of time, could do evil tg secure good ? And who, therefore,
without blasphemy, can affirm that the legal punishment
of death, which God most assuredly instituted and required,
can, in its own nature, be either unjust or cruel.

It is indeed said, that one of the ten commandments em-
bodied in the Jewish Law, is a plain and positive require-
ment in no case, and in no circumstances, to kill. But to
kill, in a legal sense—and in this sense only is it used in De-
calogue or Law—is “to put an end to the vital functions,
either in destroying or essentially injuring the organs ne-
cessary to life, by the sword, by poison, by disease or by
suffocation—and to do this not by any legal authority, but
under the influence of malice, covetousness and revenge.”

To inflict the punishment of death, however, for the
crime of murder, of which the culprit has been legally con-
victed, by hands of justice, and in accordance with the

sSee Exod. 91: 11—14; Num. 35: 17—31; Deut. 19: 11—15.
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sentence of a proper legal tribunal, this is not to kill. Cap-
ital punishment and killing are as distinct as law and pas-
sion; conviction and revenge; calm solemnity and sud-
den and infuriated assault ; the august authority of a state
or community and the rash and hasty fury of a lawless
criminal.

The same law, therefore, may very properly, and ought
unquestionably, to prohibit killing and to enforce the legal
infliction of death. God has done this, in the very law
quoted, since—while in the decalogue He prohibits all taking
of life by individuals, unless in the case of unavoidable
self-defence—in that very code in which the decalogue is
embodied, He has, in numerous places and for numerous
crimes, required of the legal officers the infliction of death,
as a legal punishment.

And hence, for any man to justify the abrogation of cap-
ital punishment, by pleading the language of the sixth
commandment, is to make God contradict himself, and
even to convict His own laws of a blood-thirsty and re-
vengeful spirit. For us, let it be enough to say “let God
be true, consistent and perfect, though every man should be
found guilty of a dangerous treason against His wisdom and
His mercy. The works of God’s hands are verity and
judgment—all his commandments are sure. They stand
fast forever, and are done in truth and uprightness.”™ The
question, therefore, to every one who believes in the holy
and just character of God can never be—“is the punish-
ment of death wrong in itself’—but the only question
is, ‘(‘;isd the punishment of death still permitted or required
b .

YBut to proceed, let any man consider what the crime of
murder is, and then ask himself, is it severe or cruel to
punish with death the man who has either alone, or in
company with others, taken away the life of a fellow-being ?
If a man cuts short the life of a fellow-being by poison, fire,
or other means ;—if he thus d;prives his neighbor of all
earthly good and happiness ;—if he introduce misery and
distress into the bosom of the bereaved family ;—and if he
Jorces his victim into eternity, whether prepared or unpre-
pared ;—if a man does all this knowingly and wilfully ;—

*Ps, iii: 7,8,
Yor. 1.—No. 3. 2
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is it, we ask, improper or cruel that the arm of justice
should seize upon him, and imprison him, and try him, and
when proved to be guilty,—should put him to death ?

But to show still further the reasonableness of this pun-
ishment, let us consider the design and object of punish-
ment. One object of all law and of all punishment is to
ensure the welfare and security of the living, and above all
things else, to preserve them from violence and murder.
But if a man can take away life without forfeiting his own
life, there are so many temptations to prevent the discovery
of other crimes by taking away the life of those who could
betray and expose them, that no man’s life would be safe.
The only way to prevent men from committing murder,
either for its own sake or in order to conceal other crimes,
is to make them feel that As SURE A8 THEY TAKE AWAY
LIFE, THEIR OWN LIFE WILL BE TAKEN AWAY.

Much, we know, is said about the dreadful nature of sol-
itary imprisonment for life, as a substitute for death. If,
however, as is alleged, solitary imprisonment for life is
the most terrible and the most frightful of all punishments,
and in this respect more terrific, as a warning, than death
itself —then where is the honesty or the propriety of such
reasoners in denouncing the punishment of death, because
1T is s0 awful and severe? And, on their own reasoning,
who, we ask, is most righteously to be condemned as cruel
and severe? Such reasons assuredly demonstrate one of two
things—either the hypocrisy or the absurdity of their ob-
jections. But let men talk as they may on this subject, it
will still, we think, remain undeniably and universally true,
that a man will give EP every thing and endure every thing
rather than give up life, and that whatever may be the se-
verity of the punishment of solitary confinement in its ac-
tual endurance, it has but little power in its anticipation, to
hold back pride, passion, hatred, revenge, and the insatiate
thirst for money, from perpetrating murder, when it is once
compared with the awful conviction in the mind of those
who are led to meditate murder that as sure as their mur-
der is found out, (which God and conscience assure them
it will,) they will themselves be put to death, and whether
prepared or unprepared, be made to stand before the judg-
ment seat of Christ. And of this truth we have certain
proof in the fact that it was never known that a prisoner
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labored, through his counsel, to transmute a conviction of
manslaughter into a verdict for murder, that he might die
rather than be imprisoned for life—or that a prisoner on the
way to the penitentiary devised and desired a plan for his
immediate execution. Death is—must be—and ever will
be “the king of terrors” to a guilty and self-condemning
conscience, and “ is therefore the only adequate and certain
preservation against the commission of murder, and for the
security of society.

Besides murder may be and has often been committed by
those who were already under sentence of solitary confine-
ment for life. “And what shall be done in such a case ?
Imprisonment for life, according to the new theory, is to be
the ultimate sanction of law—the highest punishment
that human justice can inflict. There remains, therefore,
no further possibility of punishment for those who are al-
ready under that sentence. In other words, you put a
score or more of murderers into your prison, and by that
act proclaim to them that there is nothing more for them to
fear, and they may kill their keepers if they will ; the law
has already done its utmost upon them, and can not hurt
them. Plainly, if you abolish capital punishment entirely,
you cannot maintain government within the walls of your
prison. The life of the warden, and the lives of the guard,
are completely—so far as the law is concerned—in the
power of the prisoners. Your law, then, for the abolition
of capital punishment, must make an exception against
such cases as these. 'The dreadful gallows must still pro-
jectits dark shadow into the convict’s cell, to make him feel
that law has still another and more awful sanction; or
your abolition of the death penalty will go far either to-
wards abolishing punishment altogether,” or towards drivin,
society to some mode of self-vindication. “Abolish capita
punishment altogether, and by that very act you establish
either the primeval barbarous rule of blood-revenge by the
next friend of the murdered, or a horrible Lynch court to
take cognizance of crimes peculiarly atrocious. In other
words, if the magistrate lays down the sword or bears it in
vain—if the state, as such, abdicates its proper function of
maintaining justice by penalties adequate to the protection
of life, society itself, by an irresistible tendency, begins to
be disorganized.”
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But another end aimed at by punishment, is to impress
upon the heart of the condemned culprit a proper sense of
his criminality and guilt, and thus lead him to repentance.
And what possible punishment, we ask, can awaken the
hardened and seared conscience of a wilful murderer to a
true sense of his awful guilt, but the punishment of death?
When he knows that by the law of God and the law of
man, he is not to live, and cannot be permitted to live, and
that “ALL MURDERERs” who die impenitent “sHALL
HAVE THEIR PART IN THE LAKE THAT BURNETH WITH
FIRE AND BRIMSTONE "—and that within a short and un-
alterable period, he must be in eternity, and beyond the
reach of mercy—then it is, if ever, that hard heart can or
will feel penitent and in earnest about his salvation—and
then it is, if* ever, that the man appointed to die will listen
to instruction, call upon God in earnestness and truth—and
lay hold, of eternal lLife.

Such, in a most striking manner, was the case with the
two colored culprits who were recently executed in Charles-
tm](i for the crime of poisoning. Henry, who was shrewd
and knowing, and to some extent informed, at oncé real-
ized his condition, and felt and admitted the justice and
necessity of the punishment. Jane was hard of hearing,
and therefore, though naturally shrewd, actually very igno-
rant of all divine truth. Her mind was dark—oh how ter-
* ribly dark !—on all subjects relating to God, to duty, and
to eternal retributions. Her conscience was, therefore, sear-
ed, and her sense of crime feeble and imperfect. She was
one of those sordid souls,

“ Such as do murder for a meed—
‘Who but of fear know no control ;
Because their conscience, sear amf foul,
Feels not the import of their deed.”

We found her, therefore, in her cell at first bitter in her
outcries against the severity of her punishment, and look-
ing into the grave and eternity, with sullen, blank, and ab-
solute despair. But when her mind was led to an under-
standing of her guilty heart and life, and of the real enor-
mity of her crime, and had been further led to see that it
was God who had appointed death as the punishment for
murder, she emphatically and repeatedly said, “ I did think
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my punishment was too hard, but now I think it is right.”
And as she saw that there was hope even for her, that the
blood of Christ could cleanse even her sins, that she
might be pardoned, justified, and saved, and that this was
the heart’s desire and prayer, even of her injured owners,
by whose wish we had come to her—her soul became paci-
fied, calmed, and we would humbly hope truly penitent.
She met death, therefore, calmly, and as the executioner
was tying up her arms behind her back, before she was led
out to execution, she leaned her head upon our breast, as
we stood beside her, and with deep solemn tone, said
“Yes, I know that itis God that is doing it, and I hope He
will save my soul.”

The penalty of death is, therefore, of all possible pun-
ishments, most adapted to lead the guilty culprit to real
penitence, prayer, and earnest anxiety to be saved, and to
prepare him for death and for that “judgment which is
after death.”

Another end of punishment is, to secure an equivalent to
society—a reparation for the evil that has been done against
it. But in the case of murder, nothing can be an equiva-
lent, and no reparation can be adequate—except the taking
of life for life. Punishment is the price or value which
society sets upon the life of man, and when the life of man
has been wilfully and wickedly taken away,—society could
accept of nothing short of the life of the murderer—with-
out reducing the value of the life of man, and lowering the
sense of humanity, justice, obedience, in every heart. But
while it is thus the design of punishment to secure the wel-
fare and the safety of the living ;—to lead the culpritto a
true sense of his crime, and to make reparation to society—
THE PRIMARY AND CHIEF END OF PUNISHMENT IS TO
VINDICATE THE RIGHT. The moral judgment of man
tells him that it is just that a man should suffer according
to the evil he has done ;—and that every crime should be
followed by an evil equal in degree, similar in kind, and
proportionate in severity. Conscience enforces the inflic-
tion of punishment, proportionate to the degree of the moral
guilt of the crime, independent of any ulterior considera-
tion, and solely with a view to the past guilt of the offender.
It further demands such a punishment as will prevent, by
the terror it excites, or the removal it secures, the repetition
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of the offence, on the part either of the present criminal, or of
others who may be tempted to the same offence; and the
influence of punishment in the prevention of crime gener-
ally, by the terror of example, is of immeasurably more im-
portance than its effect upon individual offenders.

Punishment, therefore, is not founded in revenge, or cru-
elty, or expediency ; nor does it aim at the benefit of the
offender, except so far as that may be made to consist with
its true and higher ends; so that this, instead of being, as
many suppose, the first, is in realty the last end otr'afunish-
ment. Punishment is the expression of the moral sense
against crime. Its first and chief object is to excite such
an estimate of crime as to make it at once loathsome, infa-
mous, and dreadful. It would thus, by the pain and igno-
miny it inflicts, deter from the commission of crime, and by
the “magnitude of the penalty, proclaim the magnitude of
the interests which law protects and natural justice makes
inviolable.”

Neither individual nor general interest, therefore, confers
the right to punish with death ; nor is this right to be based
upon necessity, direct or indirect; nor upon the supposed
existence of a social contract. There is—as Mr. Rossi, in
the most recent and able treatise on this subject, well says
—a moral order in the world, binding upon all free and in-
telligent beings, which demands absoﬁlote justice. Upon
this justice, then, punishment is founded, and punishment
is retribution, inflicted by legitimate authority, for the vio-
lation of what is right anc% obligatory. And since wilful
murder is the highest possible crime against society, this
moral sense of mankind universally requires the infliction
of the greatest punishment, which is that of death.

“'The sentimental philosophers of the day, who would do
away with the punishment of death, have committed not
only gross blunders in reasoning, but they have been guiltr,
doubtless unintentionally, of the hardly less pardonable
error of misrepresenting facts. It is asserted by them that
the abolition of capital punishments, hitherto, has always
been attended with a decrease in the crimes for which
those punishments were inflicted. This is the very oppo-
site of the truth. The following extract from a paper which
appears in the Law Magazine, in England, will abundant-
ly establish this point: ‘On the 1st October, 1836, death
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punishment was abolished, for—1st, attempts to murder,
attended with no results dangerous to life; 2d, burglary ;
3d, robbery ; 4th, arson; and, in the year 1841, for rape. In
every one of these crimes there has been an increase since
the removal of the punishment. Taking the three years
which preceded the change in 1837—namely, 1837, 1836,
and 1835, and comparing the total number in this period
with the last three years, namely, 1844, 1843, and 1842,
we find that in attempts to murder, with and without in-
juries, and shooting, stabbing, &c., the increase has been
89 per cent. ; in burglaries of both kinds, it has been 116 per
cent.; in robberies of all kinds, it has been 124 per cent.
In rapes we find a similar result: the law was changed in
1841, and on comparing the three years, 1837, 1836, and
1835, with those of 1844, 1843, and 1842, we find the in-
crease of rapes in these last years has been no less than
102 per cent.” If this be not satisfactory on the point that
the abolition of death punishments has not hitherto had
the effect of checking crime, it is difficult to say what
amount of proof the abolitionists will then require. 'These
ﬁfu:es clearly and incontestably prove that the punishment
of death is more dreaded than any other punishment, and
that, therefore, it is the most effectual of all punishments,
in deterring the wickedly disposed from committing crimes.
Here are proofs in support of its truth, drawn not from a
priori reasoning, but from the irrefragable evidence of facts
themselves.” And what is thus true of England is true
also of other countries, and most emphatically of our own.

In the Conversations Lexicon, a recent work of undoubt-

* In the Pennsylvania Law Journal, for October, 1847, at p. 574, the fol-
lowing is the closing summary of an article extracted from the London
Law Magazine, for August, 11347, on Capital Punishment: ¢ The in-
crease, therefore, of these very offences, (in respect to which capital pun-
ishment has been abrogated,) has been no less than 34.5 per cent., in fif-
teen years! Whilst the number of attempts to murder, rapes, burglaries,
robberies, and arsons have increased since 1836, that is, during ten
years, in the early part of which they ceased to be capitally punished, to
the following enormous extent: attempts to murder, 64.52 per cent.; rapes,
114.74 per cent.; burglaries, 154.81 per cent.; forgeries, of both classes,
108.85 per cent.; arsons, 58.74! And yet we are told that crimes diminish
in proportion as capital punishments are abolished! The assertion has
no other foundation than its audacity. Mourder, it will be observed, which
is not exempted from capital punishment, has very slightly increased last
year, and during the last five years kas actually decreased !’
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ed authority, and almost universal circulation in Europe,
the same which is the basis of the Encyclopeedia Ameri-
cana, of Dr. Lieber, it is expressly asserted: “That even
in those countries where the governments, from a mistaken
feeling of humanity, abolished capital punishments, they
were compelled afain to introduce them; because, accord-
ing to the prevailing views of men, death is regarded as
the greatest evil, to avoid which men will willingly submit
to the most laborious life, so long as there is any hope of
escaping from it; and because, moreover, the punishment
of death is the most terrible of all penalties.”

We have thus shewn that the punishment of death, for
wilful murder, is sustained by the almost universal senti-
ment and practice of mankind, and is founded upon the
moral nature of man.

But still we repeat the declaration that the plain, indu-
bitable, and all-sufficient authority for the punishment of
death, is to be found in the requirement of God. Man, it
is true, has not the right to take away his own life, and of
course he cannot give that right to others, but God has a
right to take that life which He gave, when it is used for
pG\:)JIoses contrary to His will, and this right, we have seen,

has delegated to civil government.

Examine, then, the words given to the human race by
the voice of God, immediately after that great catastrophe
by which he exhibited his infinite hatred against sin:
“Surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the
hand of every beast will I require it, and af the hand of
man ; at the hand of every man's brother will I require
the life of man. 30 sheddeth man’s blood, by man
shall his blood be shed : For in the image of Gop made
he man.” (Gen.ch.9: 5, 6.)

That this is a plain and imperative law cannot be gain-
sayed, and that 1t is still in force is, we think, as unques-
tionable.

“This law, as given to Moses, does, in its most obvious
sense, command that the wilful murderer shall be put to
death. The most critical inquiry into the meaning of its
terms only serves to confirm this interpretation. It has
been so understood by all men, in all ages, until these lat-
terdays. The universal belief of all Christian nations has
been that God has pronounced this doom upon the mur-
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death? Does not the apostle Peter as plainly admit and
teach the right of punishing murderers with death, when
he says, (I Peter, 4: 15,) “But let none of you suffer as a
murderer”? And does not the apostle John, in the very
close of the New Testament, (Rev. 13: 10,? declare that
“he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the
sword” ?

And while, therefore, the New Testament does most Fer-
emptorily condemn all retaliation and revenge, and all in-
fliction of death by individuals—unless in a case of abso-
lute and unavoidable self-defence—deos it not leave this
law of God unrepealed, and does it not recognize the duty
on the part of the civil officers, of PUNISHING MURDER,
IN ALL cASEs, wiTH DEATH? Unquestionably it does.
It is impossible to conceive that amid the unsparing con-
demnation with which crime of every hue is anathematized
and condemned in the New Testament, the legal infliction
of death, if criminal, would have been pa.sseg by without
rebuke ; or that, while every law of Mosaic and temporary
appointment is so completely abrogated, this law of capitad
punishment, if of a similar character, should be not on!
NoT repealed, but implicitly assumed and indirectly m&
directly enforced®

Being originally instituted by God —to whom ©ven-
geance belongeth” —this law must be, in itself just and
g;oper; and civil government, which is “ordained of God,”

ing invested by Him with this right, and ired to ex-
ercise it, on pain of divine displeasure, the enforcement of
this law, in every case of murder, is not only just and
proper, but imperatively enforced, both by duty and ne-
cessity.

To all, therefore, who believe in the Bible, as the word
of God, it must appear certain that the law of death for
capital offences, is both proper and expedient. “Is God
unrighteous, who taketh vengeance? Shall not the Judge
of all the earth do right?” “Or can man be more merci-
ful than his maker?” “God forbid.” Nay, in this very
law, behold both the “goodness and the severity of God"—
tawards them that perish, severity, but towards socieerg,
whose general interests are preserved and perpetuated,
“goodness.” Perfect Foodness is the disposition to secure
the highest good of all to whom it can extend, in the exer-
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at the hand of man—at the hands of every man’s brother,
for in the image of God made He man.”

“In the cormrted currents of this world,
Offence’s gilded hand may shove by justice;
And oft ’tis seen the wicked prize, itself
Buys out the law. BuT 'Tis NOT 80 ABOVE :
Taere is no shuffling; THERE the action lies
In its true nature, and we ourselves compell'd
Ev'n to the teeth and forehead of our faults,
To give in evidence.”

And how many cases of heart-rending murder are permit-
ted to come upon us, because of the unrighteous and God-
defying levity of our juries, courts, and above all, of our
Governors, who abuse the prerogative entrusted to them for
the protection of the innocent, to the encouragement of the
guilty — God alone can tell. Many passages of scrip-
ture, however, lead us to fear that they may be but the
retributive punishment of that God whose law has been
dishonored, whose authority has been disregarded, and
whose image has been trampled upon with impunity.

“Oh, it is a dreadful thing to leave innocent blood una-
venged. It cries aloud to God from thg earth. It will
haunt the dwelling place of guilty rulers. It will bring
down swift curses on the offending land. It will not be
appeased until law and justice have free course, and the na-
tion acquits herself by the death of the murderer.” “Who-
so shggdeth man’s blood, by man shall kis blood be shed.”
“Thine eye shall not pity him, but thou shalt put away the
guilt of innocent blood from Israel, that it may go well
with thee.” The temple of liberty, the very altar of> God
must not shield him, from the just retribution. God re-
quires the blood of the innocent at the hand of society ; and
though we may refuse to answer the demand, though we
may leave the innocent unprotected, unavenged, yet wHEN
HE MAKETH INQUISITION FOR BL0OOD, HE WILL REMEM-
BER THEM !

Our second inference is a doctrinal one. In this law of
all human societies we have a forcible and standing illus-
tration of the universal law of God’s moral government
that “ without shedding of blood there is”—that is, there
can be—‘“no remission of sins,” and that every capital of-
fence—as a sin which aims at the authority and power of

Vo.. 1.—No. 3. 4
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the Almighty Ruler—is, and must be visited with death.
Physical death, that is, the destruction of the living frame,
is the greatest of all penalties, and must therefore be visit-
ed upon murder, which is the greatest of all possible crimes
against a fellow-man.

In like manner, ungodliness, unbelief, enmity, hatred, op-
position, indifference and eontempt of God, his authority
and his law, these are the greatest of all possible crimes
against God and against his universal dominion. “TwEe
souL that sinneth,” therefore, “ 1T also shall die,” for “the
wages of sin is death.” And hence, that it may be possi-
ble for the soul to die—that is, to suffer spiritual and “ever-
lasting destruction,” in its separate and spiritual capacity—
“there is a judgment after death,” and a “second death”

" after the first death of the body.

Now of this final, fearful and everlasting death of every
guilty and impenitent soul, “on which the wrath of God
must abide forever,"—the death of the body is an awful
type, emblem, and evidence. “Fear not, therefore,”—to
repeat a passage already quoted — ** them who kill the body,
and after that have no more that they can de, bat fear Him
who can cast botjp body and soul into hell forever. Yea, !
say unto you, fear Him.” And of this typical nature of
this punishment, our Saviour affords us an express declara-
tion, in the gzzable of the husbandmen, to which also re-
ference has been made—the propriety and certainty of a
miserable death in this world, as the punishment of their
murderous deeds, being made to shadow forth the equally
certain and awful deadgl to be visited upon the ungodly, i
the world to come.

Death is God’s curse, and the consequence of “sin, by
which it came upon all men, because that all have sinned.”
And as the whole nature of man was involved in sin, so is
it in the penalty, and hence as the “body returns to the
dust” in corruption, dishonor and decay, so “ the soul that
sinneth, i¢” also “shall die,” and be forever deprived of
spiritual life, light, and glory. 'This is that % wrath ” which

*will be revealed in “the day of wrath.” This is that
“righteous judgment of God ”— that “tribulation and an-
guish,” from which Christ came to save. In Christ’s na-
ture and Christ’s work, therefore, we have the true exposi-
tion of God’s character and of God’s deep, abiding, and in-
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finite abhorrence of sin. In the Godhead and Divinity of
the Saviour we see the infinite guilt and heinousness of
- that “sin of the world,” from which He came to “save ;"—
in the nature of Christ’s sufferings and Yeath we see the
true character of the death due to sinners ;—and in the in-
exorable justice with which the “uttermost farthing” was
exacted from Christ we see the immutable nature of that
“ everlasting death ” to which every sinner is exposed.

The penal infliction of death is thus shewn to be a type
and evidence of God’s universal law, and of His holy, just,
and avenging character ; and while it fills us with aweand
dread of incurring its execution upon our bodies, it calls
upon all, as with a voice of thunder, to flee from that wrath
to come, of which it is an earnest and a monitor, and which
will be inflicted upon “every soul that doeth evil.”

The third and last inference we deduce is of a practical
nature, which our readers will permit us to present.

Since, as has been shewn, the law of capital punishment
is so plainly and incontrovertibly the law of God, let all
the pleas which our weak sympathies would urge against
the apparent severity of the punishment, give place to the
decision and the judgment of Him who is too wise to err,
too good to be unkind ; too omniscient to be deceived ; and
too omnipotent in His resources to resort to any needless
or avoidable severity. His “judgments we are sure are ac-
cording to truth against them who commit such things.”
He cannot be actuated by revenge or malice, and does not
“ willingly afflict” or punish “the children of men.” And
hence we may be sure that any feelings which would
shrink from the most perfect commendation of God’s penal
threatenings, are the result of our weak and selfish imper-
fection, and that any reasonings which would lead to the
condemnation of such threatenings are founded upon our
inability to realize the true nature, and bearing of sin and
crime, and from the secret partiality and favor with which
“our desperately wicked hearts” regard iniquity. The
language of every truly upright and right-minded soul will
be that of the inspired Psalmist—“ Come and see the works
of the Lord, how terrible are His doings to the children of
men.”—*“Thou puttest away all the wicked of the earth,
like dross ; therefore I love thy testimonies. My flesh trem-
bleth for fear of thee: and I am afraid of thy judgments.”
(Ps. 119: 119, 120.) g
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This is made manifest in the result of such feelings
when they are cherished by a false or corrupt religion—a
religion severe only so far as it bears gn the interests of a
hierarchy, but Bnient and accommodating so far as the
honor of God and the corrupt desires of man are concern-
ed. Of this, proof might be drawn from the whole of
papal Europe and the s;g)erstitious regions of the East.
We will only, however, adduce the following illustration,
from a recent tourist in Portugal, as given in the Protestant
Quarterly Review :

“ 1t is considered that the Portuguese, as a nation, are a
full century behind most of the other European countries.
1 had not been long in Lisbon, when I felt, more than ever
I had done before, the privilege of having been born and
educated in a Protestant country.

“In my long morning rides to the aqueduct and the
beautiful valley of Alcentra, I was in the habit of passing
many of those mementos of assassination, so frequently
met with in the streets and suburbs of Lisbon. I alludeto
the sign of a cross, made of wood, or carved in stone, which
is usually placed on the side of a house, wall, or tree,
whenever an immortal soul has been hurried into eternity
by the hand of the assassin.

“Jt is impossible to a cross of this kind without a
shudder, and a glance of inquiry in the mind as to when
or why the deed was done. But the murderer is generally
sheltered by the populace; it is rarely that he is brought to
justice. ¢ Poor fellow, let him go ! is the usnal cry, and
the crowd make way for the assassin, bestowing their pity
on him, instead of on the-object of his revenge.

“T heard an anecdote of a married couple, who had lived
together for some time very unhappily. The husband at
last attempted to murder the wife; and she escaped to her
own friends, who took up the cause, and the man was put
in prison. It is customary for justice to yield to mercy,
whenever the injured party intercedes for the aggressor.
The husband’s relatives, therefore, came and implored the
wife to exert her prerogative, and beg the life of her hus-
band. She seemed resolved he should die, and it was long
before she would listen to any proposal for releasing him.
Her relations at last joined her husband’s, and made the
same request; when, overpowered by their united entrea-
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ties, she consented to implore hig release. 'The next at-
tempt made by their united families was to persuade the
wife to return to her husband’s house ; and she at length
yielded to their solicitations and his promises of future
kindness, and a day was fixed for her return. The hus-
band, attended by his relations, and the wife by hers, met
at an appointed place. The sight of her husband revived
affection in her bosom, and she rushed forward to his arms.
‘Take that, said he, in a tone of savage revenge, and she
sank on the ground, whilst the dagger he had plunged into
her breast gave the death blow. No attempt was made by
any of the attendants to secure the murderer. ¢Poor fel-
low, let him go!” was the only observation; whilst a way
was opened to facilitate his flight.

“This want of moral feeling is not to be wondered at,
where the Word of God is so hid, that the true light never
shineth, and where ‘men love darkness rather than light,
because their deeds are evil.’”

But let us come still nearer home, in this practical im-
provement. Let us look into our own hearts, and see what
1s there. “As it is written there is none righteous, no, not
one: Their throat is an open sepulchre ; with their tongues
they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their
lips ; Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness : Their
feet are swift to shed blood : Destruction and misery are in
their ways; and the way of peace have they not known:
There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Rom. 3: 10,
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18.)

Such is the telescopic view given by the word of God of
every human heart. And when, therefore, you read of, or
behold the murderer with horror and a sense of righteous
vengeance—ask yourself “ who maketh me to differ?” and
let your answer be that of good Bishop Hooper, in such
circumstances: “There goes John Hooper, but for the.
grace of God.” Oh, how few, to use the words of the im-
mortal Howard, in-his work on Prisons, how few are sensi-
ble of the favor of Providence which distingunishes them
from the sufferers. And as to criminality, it is possible that
aman who has often shuddered at hearing the account of
a murder, may, on a sudden temptation, commit that very
crime. Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest
he fall, and commiserate those that are fallen.
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Ah {les, grace divine, free and transforming, can alone
chain the tiger of man’s blood-thirsty revenge ;—tame the
fury of his lion pride ;—

“ For passions in the human frame
Oft put the lion’s rage to shame;”

or restrain the sudden bolts of his lightning passions.
And the recent case of a duke slaughtering an innocent and
helpless wife, and the every day accounts of similar enor-
mitles, prove to awful demonstration that every man is a
Hazael, who, in his cooler judgment, would resent and ab-
hor crimes which, under the excitement of passion and the
corruptions of a selfish, self-willed heart, he will be found
ready to plan, to prosecute, and to perpetrate.

¢ For jealonsdy by dark intrigue
‘With sordid avarice in league,
‘Will practice with their bowl and knife,
Against their harmless victim’s life.”

He only who is kept by God is kept from open and from
deadly sin.

ARTICLE IL

Narrative of a Mission of Inquiry to the Jews, from the
Church of Scotland, in 1839. Philadelphia: Presby-
terian Board of Publication, 1845.

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, con-
vened May, 1838, in the city of Edinburgh, had its at-
tention called to the subject of missionary effort among the
Jews, through sixteen different overtures from various Pres-
byteries and Synods. The result was the appointment b
the Assembly of a very large Committee, ad interim, wit
various instructions : among others, to collect information
respecting the Jews, the world over, and to inquire what
openings could be found for the establishment of missions.
This Committee wisely thought the most ready and efficient





