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ARTICLE I

THE INFLUENCE OF PRESBYTERIANISM ON THE CULTURE OF
THE HUMAN INTELLECT AND THE PROGRESS OF PIETY.

The influence of the Presbyterian system on the cul-
tare and progress of the human intellect well deserves
attention and investigation on the part of the philo-
sopher and the Christian.” We doubt not that the in-
flnence alluded to will be discovered, on careful and
candid inquiry, to have been deep, wide-spread and sal-
utary. A system so thoroughly organized as Presbyte-
risnzsm, g0 powerful, so far-reaching, and so abiding in
its general workings, cannot fail to exert a vast influence
in elevating the buman mind, or else in debasing it.
Every political system, carried into practical operation,
bag an influence on mind, and every religious system,
since no subject agitates man’s soul so profoundly as |
thet of religion, must exert at least as marked an influ-

in proportion to the area over which it operates.
Minm. the lowest form of religion, arising from a
Jow coundition of the human intellect, serves to fetter it
in debasement and darkness. Christianity, the noblest
form of religiou, elevates, expands and ennobles the in-
telleet of man. : .
+It is, in every respect, important to ascertain the in-
fluence of any religious system on the human mind.
That influence, according to the nature and degree of it,
farnishes presumptive proof of the truth or falsity of the
gystem itself. tever debases the intellect, tends also
to sobase the heart: whatever improves the intellect,
tanda also to,plevate and purify man’s woral nature; so
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