DELIVERED AT PETERVILLE CHURCH, X
On Thursday, August 20, 1812 :

BEING THE DAY APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNIk

TED STATES FOR PUBLIC HUMILIATION AND PRAYER, ON

ACCOUNT OF THE WAR WITH ENGLAND.

BY CONRAD SPEECE.

My soul shall sigh in secret, and lament
A nation scourg’d, yet tardy to repent,
Cowrer,

L]

. * ﬁ_h— -

RICHMOND:
PRINTED BY BLAGROVE & TRUEHEART.
e | R —y

1812,



T0 THE REV. JOHN I RICE,
This Sermon is inscribed, as a token of friendship,

by

THE AUTHOR.



\ SERMON
e N VELYLE B Y Bt P

Provergs 21, 35i1.

1I'he Horse s prepared azainst the day of Batlle, but saf-ty is
of the Lori,

The great question of Peace or War, which has so long ocecu-
pied our minds and agitared our national coun-ils. 1< at lasi de-
cided,  War azainst ;I]""d, nil 1s heeome the law. of the la d.

The wise and be mmﬂrnt part o’ mankind have always account-

ed war a very serious thing.” When the situation ol a peu'

1s such, that thLy must either basely yield their +ights to 8
iron zrasp of oppression, or take up arms to vindicate them,
war is doubtless hoth just and neeessavy. Still 1 is an awful
alternative.  War, even in its mildest forms, brings with it so
many privations, and demands so niany sacritices, that it muss
ever be esteemed one of the most tryinz events which ean belal
a nation. In the war in which we are EH*"’I“‘N]. it behooves us
to keep our avewed ohject eonstantly and 3&1*1"!*{“} in view ;
namcl} to obtain by eur exertions, ander the b vssing of hea-
ven, ¢ a speedy, a iui-st, antl an hosorable Peace.”

As to the provision of means, the method of eondueting the
war, the time and the terins of making peace; T lefive these
things most resyeetfully to those who are in Aunthority. 'The
veflections and adimonitions whieh Pdesign to offer you upon this
oecasion are o a nature entirelv religious.

The war being declared. and its operations eommenced, we
are called to present ourselves this day before God, the . Sovers
eign of the Universe, in fervent sunplication tfor his favor. And
whose voice is it that has summoned us to publie humiliation
and srayer ¢ Is it that of the ministers of Jesus Christ, whom
hauglity infidels choose to denominate an ignorant and super-
stitious priest-hoed ? Is it that of a defeated political party,-
who, it might be insinuated, alter laboring in vain te prevent the
war, were L.ldﬂ"ﬂ’ﬂ.l‘lll"' to mfuse their painful apprehension of its
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Eﬂllhﬂqut}ﬂ{"‘ﬂﬂ into the minds of others? No. The voiee which

calls us to the solemn exercises of this day, is that of the legis-
lature & chief magistrate of the United bln[rs. The resolution
for this purpose passed both houses of Congress with scareely
the shightest opposition.  And the President in his proclamation
has not confined himsell to a mere echo of the resolution ; but
has enlarged upon it in a strain of the most impressive elo-
quence. Will any man say that all this is no more than empty
form ? Will the President and Congress be charged with sueh
vile hypoerisy, such moekery ﬂfl"ll:‘ll zion ¢ I hope not, For my
part, I have no doubt of theu' blﬂ{'ﬂ‘l‘lt‘h I'he time is a time of
calamity and war. It must awaken inall thinking minds, even
those which are not under the supreme influence of piety, the
remembrance that there is a vighteous God who orders the af-
Tairs of men by his providence ; and that it is of ine xpressible
importance, 1n the arduous struggle which may await us, to
have him on our side. 'Wise men will reverentially adopt the
dgmtiiment of my text : the instruments ol war arve pn-pm‘ﬂl a-
#ainst the day of battle ; but salety, vietory, and final sueccess
are from the Lord,

The doctrine of divine providence is confessedly mysterious.
In this great deep we are not able to trace the footsteps of the
Almighty. By what we call the laws of nature, which are
the appointments of God, we see that virtue leads to happiness
and vice to misery : a truth well deserving the attention ol na-
tions as well as of individuals. But the idea of providence in-
~eludes something more. 1t imp!irs that God hus not abandoned
second causes to their own operations ; that he continually up-
“holds, digeets and governs his ereatuves 2 and their aections for
the accomplishment of his wise and huly purposes, For in-
stance, the word of God teaches us, (and it consoles me to see
these great truths recognised, among others,in the proclame-
tion of the chief mazistinie,) that the (ransgressions of a people
may provoke the maaifestation of the divine displeasure ; that
statesmen need the guidance of God ; that armies need his
blessing ; and that he has all human hearts in his hand, to turn
and dispose them according to Lis will. "The medes in which lis
providential ageney is excrted it 15 not necessary tor us te com-
prehend. It is sutlicient for us iv know that as we cannot rea-
sonably exnect success in any case while we negicet proper &
prﬂ.ﬁhﬂahlb means, so after the best provision of means we are
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only authorised to look for sueccess by virtue of the ecare and .
henediction of the Almighty,

It becomes then an enquiry of the uitmost interest, how we
may secure the favor of God in the present erisis 2 Do you re-
ly upon the justice of our cause ? It is eertainly a great com-
fort and a great advantaze to know that our cause is just ; but
we may at the same time he I‘Jh!llhl‘i] In' our sins (o the frowns
of Ieaven. Do you talk of our resources for carrying en the
war ¢ Let them be as ample as the most sunguine esfimate re-
presents them, Do you refer to the bravery t;-[ the American
peenle ! No man rates the bravery of my beloved countrymen
hizher.than I do. And do yeu, moresver calenlate upon an
early termination of hostilities ? God grant the pleasing con-
jecture may be realized. 56l the solemn gnestion veeurs, how
shall we obitain the effeetual blessing of God npon our labors 2

While I endeavor to answer this qui_suu ), 4 heseecin you to
hear me with paticnt and sericus atiemion,

The first thing o be done is the humble unreserved aclhinow-
ledgzment of our transgressions agzainst f\!.mﬂ'hlv Liod, Have.
we bt:u:f\, and are we aull a sinful peonle 2 10 so, it is most fit
that we couless the faet with all sineerity and contrition. It
becomes us to own that, however many and sty ongz grounds we
have to cmuplam of the injustice of foreiz: nations, (he calami-
ties which we Liave suffcred, or may wl; suffer, are ];Erftuly
just as they come irom the hand of God.

Let every one of us thea Iay the saered volume fo his consei-
ence. Let us diligently examine oui heavis and lives by that
pure standard, aud deplore the sins of thought, wo 1‘{1 and deed,

by which we have provoked our God to anger., ' r

Ii1s proper upon an oceasion like this (o ln*mﬂ- in{o view some-
what particularly those sins which have an extensive 1¢ cvalence,
and which mavk the morval charaeter of our countive. Would te
God that any man- could conviet me of coicusing wo darkly the
picture which 1 feel mvwlﬁ;nmpellﬂl to draw.

Anid here we at once perceive a general and very alarming
spivit ob irreligion.  Serious observers of every denominaticn see
1t, and mourn at the sight. It may be true, as some Lave assert-
ed, that avowed infidelity is more rare, that attempts 10 under-
mine our holy relizion by argument are less irequent. than they
WCre Soue years ago. But while we profess a sort of vague be-

lief in the truth of christianity, it is too evident that very few
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- even preften! to regulate their tempers and their lives hy its
precepts.  One “]m had lived in a country fruly deserving to be
styled Christian, would be astonished to cente mpldft: _I!-E. 1 NO-
rance of reiizious truth, the forzetfulness and disrezard o di-
vine authority, the gross practical infidehiiy, wiieh pbl*vudt? the
mass of society amongst us.  We all hoast of our Treedom from
huran fﬂ‘ﬁllilﬂlllliﬁﬂtﬁ of religion, andcompulsory attendance on
its ordinances  Is It because we love to worship and serve God
with a genevous devotion, unshaekled by the eommnandments of
men ! Oris it because we pride ourselves in a {ull license to
nezleet and contemn the very forms of religious service ¢ Lot
facts speak for themselves. Look at the condition of our chureh-
es ; some of them mouldering into rain for want of repaivs;
many reaved with so mgg lr:ih a hand.and re naming so w rﬂph..
edly unfinishied, that during one half of the year they can
searcely be used. Look af the many Ill’_'if“thI'zH}u{i‘a, not destitute
of wealth, where there exists no such building as a house of God,
Look at the numerous distriets where the people live in content-
ed destitution of ail publie worship and preaching ; where a
sermon is quite a rare and accidental oceurrence.  And even
where the gospel is regularly, thougzh 1t is in very few places
weekly u‘mumttwd. observe how vast a proportion of the
people negieet a constant attendance at chuvch 3 and of those
who do atiend more or less frequently, how few do it with the
appearanee ol religious solemnity,

What indieations 61 eeneral rrhf-mm feeline does onr social
intercourse exhibie ? Yw have as wueh selendour of furniture
and of dress. as mueh luxury of the | u,hh'-, as we can procure.  In
conversafjon, we have a Tittie of seienee, a little of literatuve e ;
something ui arriculture, of mechanie arts, and of commeree ;
SI.mHhm-f* of ll.".‘{"i“t‘hq .;md pernans misehievous falebearing a-
bout our nmu-lma-nrs ; a oreatl ! deal of poitties and ot news 3 and
not a litde of downvi aht i ne : but ol religion, of the thmﬂ"‘i
which are infinitely mere imoportant to uws than all that the
world eantains, we have in 1osf insiances, nothinz, 'Lhat hea-
venly suirject, whieh onght {o lie nrarest to every !warh is of all
subire:s the leas Cashionable aud tiie leass relished.

Where ove the evidences of that gratitude which we are
bound to feel towards God for his wonderlul hlessings to us as
neople ¢ At present let us look bhack oniy to the Listor y ol onv
revolution. It presents a multitude of faots whizh eall for per

=
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petual thanlkfulness and praise to our Almighty Benelactor,—
We soe the pand ol hias ..;'i*m*iuus pro /idence 1 the very courage
with which our fathers, in the existing eiveumstances ol ths
country, nobly daved to resist the the oppression of Britain, and
dely hew power ; to raise the standard of Independence, & support
it th ough A lun;, and teying ware  We see the same proy idence
bestowin. upon us a Wa hington to command our armies; to be
the the bulwark of our cause, the father of his country : a man
whose charvacter will he loved and revered by the gmnd and
wise of every nation while ihe earih endures. When shall A-
merica loos upon his like again ? And in the course of the war we
frequentiy weet with events so strange, so strikingly in our ia-
Vo, occurring at mom. ms w.ien lllm we ¢ §0 pecubiacly neces-
suiy, as 1o grove beyond ali reasonable doubt taat God was in-
deed on our side. Sinee the close of that memorable contest,
we have enjoyed thirty years of union, liberty. peace and unex-
amipied prosperity. Wlhere then is our gratitude to the Giver
ol ull vhese mer ies ¢ We assemble to rejoice. wond it isrigh that
we should rejoice, 1pont e anniersar. ot our independence.—
But do we express our joy in the manner becomning christians ¢
Iapueal to those who ave betteracquainted with these assem-
biies by aetual observation than I am ; are they not eommonly
niere seenes of feasting and levity, from which every serious
thonght of God is banished ? Are they not sometimes still
worse ! “Uhe harp and the violy the rabret and pipe, and wine, are
1ii our feasts ;3 but we regard llﬂrt the work ol the Lord, neither
consider the operation ﬂfhm hands, |

Wiere are the fam:lies which daily worship the God of Hea-
ven ! Where are the parents who dilizenily bring up their
children in the nurture and admonition of the Loid ; more soli-
eitous suar they may be his servants, and inherit a pl.u'f* in par-
adise, than that they may be accomplished, rich and great in
the prese:-t world ? Tk ow there ave some such parents, some
such families 3 but their numbers are mournfully small. Our
fire-sides are gcnrml]y strangers (o prayer. OQur youth are
grewing up in vanity 5 not res'rained by discipline, nor instruet-
ed in the fear of God which is the beginning of wisdom,

In sliort, with the Bible in our hands, let us lhok within us
and around us, and ask, where are the Chuistians indeed 2
YWhere ave they who have received the gospel as the glad tid.

mgs of great joy ; who have made their peace with the Al-
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mizhty by genuine repenfance towards God, and faith towards
our $ovd | Jesus Christ ; s who are clothed with humility, glory-
ingz only 11 tie eress of Christ ;3 who wnrship God in spirit and
in “wuth, hun zering and thll*ﬁllﬂﬁ' alter rig ll!{f{lllbﬂL‘S‘i ; whose
Licaris are I‘i*‘ud by jmb to Gad d..nd love tu man ; who W‘le as
strangzers and wh,nm-:- upoin the earth, and ll].llsb it their su-
preme coneern to beecome prepaved, by lives of piety and benefi-
eeace, tor the blissi'ul soeicty ut' sain(s and angels in heaven ! 1
challenge contradiction when I say that this i1s the religion
which alone ean :ake us the e¢hildren of God, and enable us to
stand beiore him at the day of judgment with aceeptance, And
it i1t be so. how few amongst us, how exeeedingly few, can be
decem>d truely re:igious, Ut -::h regaridless of the Ll.ttlﬂr or
decerving themnselves with vain presumptuous hopes, and sport-
mg with the forbearance of God, the vast majority are e crowd-
ing the broad road which leads to destruetion,

Iiven of those whose conduet is decent, whom we  willingly
respect for their uprizghtness and l-\]l’ldlii}% in social life, the ge-
nerality are notoriously destitute of religion, and would be a-
shamed to build their virtues upon the humbling doetrines of the
gospel.

Pr*:!’essmg christians too have decp cause for humiliation he-
fore God this day. 'They ave appointed 1o be the salt of the
earth, and to shine as hghts amidst the general darkness. Yet
from every quarter we hear mclamlmh" accounts of their luke-
warmness in piety, their sinful mnf'urmltv to the customs of the
world, and their deficiency of zeal for the extension of the Re-
deemers Kingdom. We see and lament their alienation from
each other on account of different names, and their bigotry to
little peculiarities of opinion and practice. Our hearts should
bleed to mark their mutunal, rooted animosities ; as if each seect
were In reality serving a different master, hulhlmﬂ' up a different
interest, and feit ltbbli bound to labor at the L“‘itLI'I]H[Id.tlﬂn of e-
very other sect as the very first of its duties,

But we are guilty, as a people, not only of want of religion,
out ol many positive and grievous tr magreasmns of the laws of

God. T maust limit myself to a selection of instances.
I begin with that dreadfully common sin, the profanation of

tiiec name of God. The divine law ll[‘{lhlbl[lng it appears with
a peculiar emphasis, being the only one in the deealogue which
has a threatening exprassly annexed, 'Thou shalt not take the
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e of the Lﬂl"d ﬂly Gﬂd in Tﬂjﬂ; fﬂ'l‘ thF Lﬂ"d will not hﬂld
i guiltless that taketh his naine in vain,  Most reasonabie is
the injunetion upon us Lo tear this glorious and feartful name, the
1, ¢d our God, and never to speak it but with sacred veneration,
Yet the iinpious aud bhateful practice of profanity ; this sin
without temptation and without profit ; this eviine which wau-
gouly insults the King of Heaven, and tortures the feelings of
those who love him ; which strikes at the dearest inter sts of
society by diminishing the reveren @ of judicial oaths ; this ves
ry sin seems to prevaild more than any other throughout our
country. Itis eommitted daily and hourly § in passion. in levi-
ty. and very often, if we believe the wretehed excuse offered by
the zuilty, even without thouzht of what they arve doing., Soin-
velerate is the habil. A serious stranger can scaicely go into
promiscuous company without having his ears assailed and his
soul wounded by prolane cuvsing and swearing. I'his wicked-
pess is forbidden by our law as a dangerous imwoerality ; but
the Iaw is despised apd lies unexecuted. Men esieemn the prae-
tice a wrivial fault, or vo fault at all. But Geod is greatly pro-
voked by it, and the land mourns under the effects of his dis-
pleasure.

How do we regard the sabbath of the Lord. the day which he
bas ziven us as a vest from worldly cares and labours ; the day
which he has set apart for himsell above all other days, and
li-u]ltllﬂ.tﬁhd us to I"FII‘IEF“I}:‘-I“ that we keﬁp it huly ! Do we
feel the importanee of this institution for preserving a sense of
weligion @ rongst maokinZ ¢ Do we cheerfully and stretly ded-
icate the day to the dutics of holiness, including works of neces.
gity and merey ¢ No. We waste it in superfluous sleep ; we
spe «d it in unneeessary journies, inthe settement of petty busi-
pess, in frivolous reading, or in idle conversation. We make it
& fday ol visiting and feasting ; se that the sabbath is often to
ourselves and our demestie servants the most lahorious and Ta-
tigaing day of the whole week. 'T'hus are theusands emploved,
- while the ways of Zion mourn, and the gospel of salvation i« ad-
dressed almost to empty benche«.  Surely, could angels weep,
they must weep at such a spectacle,

The thirst £ wealth, the vile idolatry of gold, must be men-
Lioised as one of the extensive sins of our couatry. Qur opnor-

funities ol acquisiuon for many years past have heep far greap
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rihan in former times, and we have seized them wiil ereed:
jness. We seem to have taken up the notion that all happiness
was included.in being rich ; and the rage of accumulation has
spread its baneful mfretmn into almost every heart. To this
cause must be imputed the discontent which is felt in moderate
circamsiances of life ; the restless pursuit of the world, which
lecaves as little thive as inelination for attending to the duties of
religion ;3 the solicitude with which parents labour to provide
large fortunes for their children, to the detriment, very often,
of their pcace and usefulness through life. To the same source
we must aseribe gaming in 1{s pernicious varwn of forms. and
a number of unjust maxims and practices in bmmg and selling,
too common to be branded with the eensure of men, but con-
demned by the golden rule of doing to others as we would have
them do unto us,

T'ime would fail us to dwell particularly on the selfishness,
pride, envy and vindietive passions ; the excessive and growing
use of mehrlaimg liquors, prmluﬂhw of such a host of evils;
the lewdness and grovelling debauc bery ; which add so maly
gloomy features to the meoral aspect of our country,

But I cannot e¢lose this survey, mortifying as it already 15
without noticing oue more siviking proof of our ub(lmfu:-v in
sin 3 1 mean the manner in which we carry ourselves under the
ﬂﬂhvhw dispensations of divine providence. 'That God Al-
hlv, who 1s lealuuﬂ for lus glury. has a controver Sy W ith us,
lh ﬂm{'td by many awful indications. By the burning of tie
Richmond ‘Theatre last winter about four score precious lives
were lost, with eirecumstances of horror too mighty for words 1o
deseribe.  No wise man eould eonsider it a judgment sent upon
the sufferer< evelusively ; nor conelude that they were sinners
above all other men because they suffeved such things. No.
‘But it wes a solemn warning (o the eity, to the state. and to the
whaole nation, to consider and amend our ways. Our pubiic bo-
dics put on the badges of sorrow, We felt sympathy, and we

utiered the expressions of it abundantly. But as to the perma.
ment woral effeet upon the conmunity, it is. so far as I ean see
“or hear, alinost nothing. About the same period it pleased God
to shake the earth repeatedly ard terribly beneath our feet;
i zling, however, with these alarms that forbearance t{mnfds

us which was denied to many thousands who perished by earth-




11

quakes in South America. 'We conversed ahout these events &8
articles of news ; tried perbaps to account for them b) our phﬂ-
osopiry 5 and then, as to any lustmg religious impression, we for-
ot Lthem. At this moment we are in a season mﬂEtJuslly termed
a calamitous one. 'War surrounds us on every side, upon the
ovean and upon the land. The necessity of this war however
urgent, our resourees however great, our spirit however resoe.
lute, will net disprove the faet chat war is a calamitous and try-
g event,  And how are we impresscd by it as an affliction
sent from above ? Is it exciting us generally to repent and be-
take ourselves to divine merey ¢ Where is the evidence ¢ With
a strange apathy, we seem to ‘think and feel very little about
the matter. We talk of the war as if it were an amusement, op
at most a trifling inconvenienee, We rest upon our means and

our deviees, as 1[' divine protection and aid in the conflict were
tlungg;!-:- of small consequence. We behave towards. God like a
child, hardy in perverseness, who despises the rod lifted by his
father to chastise him, and even under the stroke dares to mock
him to his faee

And now, are we not a sinful people, laden with iniquity ?—
Whatever distress befais us is not God righteous in his judg-
ments ¢ Say not, other nations are still more sinful than we,
and tirerefore we have little to apprehend. Beware how you
Iay ihat flattering unetion to your souls, It would be difficult
perhaps, to prove the fact, considering the pure dispensation of’
religion, and maniiold other blessings, which we have enjoyed,
and “which we have abused. But admitting that other nations
are more sinful, remember that thuse nations have long been
and are still drinking the cup of divine indignation for theirin-
iquities. The time of our severe visitation may be just athand ¢
for providence often uses one guilty nation as a scourge to in
flict punishinent upon another. But blessed be God, there is
still room for supplication to avert the weight of his displeasure
from our heads. Let us then repair to his (hrone of erace, to
confess before liim, with humble and contrite hearts, our own
sins and the sins of our country.

if I have laboured to impress you and myself with a deep
sense of our national guilt, it is that we may ery the more car-
nestly to Geod for pardon. This is obviously the next thing re-

quisite fer obtaining his favour. The mural government of

-
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&od over nations is similar to that over individuals: with the
ginzle exeeption. that nations are rewarded and punished in this
world ouly, individuals chiefly in the world to eome In vu?
national as well as ourindividual capacity, we must be forgiven
or we must suffer. Every man being a sinner in the sight of
God is bound to revere his holiness, and to seek remission of
sins by fervent petitions for mercy, A sinful nation should de
the same  And in both cases, onr eves must be directedto the
Eord Jesus ¢ hrist, with cordial faith in his merits. as our only
éffeetual plea with God. 'The mediation of Christ is the ehan-
nel of all faveurable communication from God to man. Whe-
ther we ask a temporal or an eternal salvation, the alleviatiom
and removal of calamities from our country, or deliverance from
the wrath which shall overwhelm the wicked beyond the grave,
et us remember that there is none other name under heaven
given among fwen whereby we must be saved, but only the
name of Jesus Christ the Redeemer.

Precious Gospel! How glorious are its provisions ! How
sweetly does it reconcile the awful justice and the tender com-
passions of God towards his offending ereatures ! How consola-
tory, how cheering the light which it brings into this miserable
world ! May millions of worshippers unite this day in all the
energies of prayer to the God of heaven, that for his Son’s sake
he would extend forgiveness to our beloved ¢ountry.

I must urge. inthe next place. the neeessity of active repent-
ance and amendment of life.  Qur fastings, our postures of hu-
miliation, eur confessions, and our prayers. will be notiving else
than a solemn mockery of God and religion, unless they are at-
tended with genuine reformation. Can we impose upon the
S8c¢archer of hearis by hypoeritical preiences ¢ Dare we to hope
that he will be successtully flattered by empty forms of homage
gud supplication ? Be assured, our sins must be renounced as
well as acknowledged : or they will separate us still farther from
the smiles of the Almighty. His language 1o us by his word
and by his providences this day s, as it was to Israel of old, re-
pent, & turn yourselves from all your transgressions ; so iniqui-
ty shall not be your ruin.  And immediately he repeats the war-
ning : cast away from you all your transgressions wherehy ye
have transgressed ;. and make you a new heart and a new spirit §°

for why will ye die ? Let us then, 1 pray you, show that we are
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in éarnest. by bringing forth the fraity of mm Beot w9
reflect with sorrow upon our evil courses, = the blessed prin-
eiples of the gospel, let us deliberately l"l"!'llh't‘ that Hf we have

done iniquity, we will do no more. Denying ungedliness and
worldly lusts, let us learn to live soberly, righteously and godly
" in the world, And let our fufure obedience to God equal. and
H possible exeeed onr past rebellion against him.

In making this most necessary resolutien, it is indispensable
that we feel our moral weakness and insafficieney, and that we
implore the gracious assistance of God. How are we, by oup
own strength, to eradicate our habiis of vice and irreligion ?
How are we 10 become a people feariug God and working uni-
versal righteousness, without the exertious of almighty grace
upon our souls? It cannot be. Let us then cast ourselves upon
the merey of God in this respeet also, asking continually the in-
fluenees of his ho!y spirit, that our feeble endeavours to serve
and honour hiin may be rendered vietorious over all opposition.

Finally, let me remind yon of our duty not only to pray this day,
but to continue in prayer to God for his blessing upon our coun-
try. These are eritical times indeed. The world is ina state of
unusual commotion. European power has become aceumulnt-
ed in a few hands to a degree unknown to modern ages The
ealculations of the wise, and the efforts of the mighty, ave oftem
in our day marked with disappointment. As to ourselves, I see
the kindling ardour of my countrymen (o vindicate the rights
and the honour of the nation. 1 sce the horse prepared, and the
sword made bright, for the baitle. [t is impossibie I shonld
mean to undery alue our resources and our preparations when X
repeat to you that they are still no more than instruments in the
haund of divine providence, and that safety and victory must
come from the Lovd. The voice of our country, therefore,
calls us to fervent and persevering prayer for her suecess. Whea
Jehushaphal and the people of Judah were in peril from hosts
of e::emies far too mighty for them, they devoutly spread tiwir
distre ss before the Lord their God, & by doing so moved his in-
finite power into exercise for their rescue. What may be our
perils from tie existing war, 1 pretend not to foresee. Tt will
be prudent not to estimaute them soo slightly beiorelizad. But
God has not abandoned the earth to chance : and we have

reason to believe, that a righteoys and praying people cany

#
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pet be destroved, eannot Le subdued, by any hostile fuvree
whatever., Jat us then datiy present our supslications belove
God, that it may please him to take us under his peealiar cave
and protection ; to inspire us with wisdom and pure love of
our country ; to grant a blessing on our military operations ; o
prepare for eternal felicity those who may die in baule, and so
to dispose our enciuies to justice as o hasten a restoration of
the blessings of peace,

I know Ilm,l 10 thi's vaanted age of reason there are some
who treat (ke doetriae of divine providence with contempt,
though 1tis a doetvife tanghe by natural religion as well asre-
vealed. Could a seripus admonition reack (heir ininds, 1 would

lhll‘l’l them to reflect that even by the natnral course of things
¥ighieousness exalis a nation, while vice is the reproach, and
wmust prove the roin of any pfnpic. Upon the virtues of the peo-
ple are our republican institutions and Iiverties essentially foun-
ded.  Invain does the liceations man, who daily spreads moral
corruption around hitin, boast the venerable title of patriot, He
may have talents, he may have courage ;3 but fHis pernicious
prmemlea and exainpic arc poisoning tie fountains of his coun-
iry’s wellare.

What mingled emotions of hope and anprehiension swell the
besom of the d,"'f:ll American patriot, while he direets the eye
of conjecture lu vard (o the tuture destinies of his country ! '
Methinks I hear Lim giving utterance to his anxious musings
an language like this: Dear land of iny buith I Seene of all my
“youtiful joys! Abade of iny fathers in years past; inheritance
of my childven and their decendants in years to ecome! Upon
the boisterons ocean of human afiairs, to what port dost thou
tend ¢ Shall the blessing oi indulgent Heaven and the virtues of
thy people presevve thee, through the long traet of ages, the a-
sylum ol veligion, science, and l"lll[llhtl liberiy ¢ Art thou or-
dained (o be the alovy of all lands, forev ery thing that dignifies
AN in society, .mtl prepares him for the skies 2 Or must thou
follow the Tate ol alt other nations? Must impiety and viee ren-
der thee incanable of' enjoying llberty, and bl‘lﬂ" down the
Judgzmen:s of an incensed God upon thee ? Must thL mad passi-
ons of party read the bonds of thy union asunder ? Must ruth-
less anbitios dreneh thy lovely plains with tie blood of thy in-
-habitants { Hiust the fair fabrie of thy republican freedom bse
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¢rumbled intodust ; and thvdebased and wretehed children seek
refuge from the horrors of anarchy in the gloomy and ehilling
shade of despotism ¢ Frightful nnages! May the God of mercy
forever preserve my eouniry brom sinking mto this abyss of ruin,

Lt us conclude my (riends, with the recoliection of our -
mortality, The world andits coircerns are passing swiftly away.
When republies. and empives, and all the works of man, and
time itselll shall be no move, ever v one of us must appearbefore
God in judgment,  From his dread tvibunal we must go to take
our everlasting stations in heaven orin hell.  Would youescape
the wrath to come ! Would you share the glory of the Saints
on high ¢ Behold, now is the accepted time 3 behold, nowis the
day of salvation ! May we all beecome the ehildven of God by @
cordial acceptance of his gospel 3 and may he conduet us to the
rezions of perfect and eternal joy, fur the sake ol Jesus Christ
eur Savicur. dmen.




