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- DEAF AND DUMB CHRISTIAN.
.. The Rey Mr. Samucl Davi¢a, in ITan-
ever ¢ounty, Virginia, who was for some
time in England, published 2 small g?p}-
phlet in 1751, which he stiles & The State.
of Feligion among thé Protestant Dis-
senters in Virginia,” in which, among
dther particulars, hc mentions the fot-
Iowing case, viz.
;o 'ﬁlgre is one
thiracle of a.man, whose history, could I
write it intelligibly to you, would be very
entertaining.  Ie has been deaf and
dumb frgin his’ birth, and is now growa.
Up.to manhood. | The want of the facul-
ties of hearing a:fd spéech rendered him
wholly incapable of all human conyerse
dud instruction, except by signs ‘and as,
for the most of divine things, they seem
to me of so abstract and. spiritual a na-
__fure, that the first notions of them can

hever be conveyed by this obscure medi-,
S um ¢ anc rygt (I mention it with grateful
@omler)‘ have ﬂ\e.utmost reason to be-
... ligve he is_truly gracivus, and also ac-

uzinted with most of the doctrings. of
Christianity, and many matters of fact
velated in the historical parf of the Bible.
Y, myself, have seen him re tesent the
crucifixion of Christ, the swallowin and
ejection of Jonah by the whale,&t. in suekt

derstand them. Some of his signs, where-
by he described heaven and hgl,vwere al-
so intelligible to' me ; but many of them
about other things I could make nothing
of. ‘Those that live in the house with
him can hold an intelligent conversation
with him, and he with them, upon most
of things, with surprising readiness ; and
ke has undoubtedly the most siguificant
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. onan by he . his mind 3
significant signs, that [ could.not but un-
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%éqt_ures_of any man’ [ ever saw in my
ife; which his relationg understand by -

‘repeated observation, and, uge them to

commmunicate their - thouglits to. him.

. There is s0.much of the devout ardour of

his soul distoveéred in hjm at.times as is
réally. affecting ; and I have: seen him.
converse in signs about the love and suf-
ferings of Christ till he has been.trans-
ported with earnestness, and dissolved,
10to affeotienate tears. Mr. Morris, with
whotti he lives, has told, me, that Isefic
iuforms him that he had these discoveries:

€. divine things made to.him while in
bed, probably.in a dream ; and that eight.

years ago hie appeared remarkably chang-
ed in temper and -conduct. He seeins,

ever since very conscientious in the,
whole of his behaviour ;, generally de<
lights to attend public and some_stic wor=
ship, though he cannot hear a svord ; and
is obseryed, sometimes, to. retiré for se-
cret devotion ; though he signifies. that
he is praying with his heart, when about.
his business or ii cotupauy ; whic is pe-.
culiarly practicable to him, as inall pla-
ces he” enjoys the undisturbed serenity.
of retirement.. Ife discovers an expert’
genius in those things he is capable of,
particularly in sundry, mechanical em:
plyments’; and his passions seem very
Vigoyous ; in .amy,. passionaté emotions,
his whole visage and all hig gestures ave
surprisingly eiﬁl‘essive of the temper of

s0 ‘that he.seems to stand in
the least need of the faculty of speech of

. any man T'have konown. .

.. ¢ I could relate sundry,other remark-
able peculiarities concerning him ; but as
they are unintelligible tom self,or might
seem incredible to those that are upac-
quainted with him, I omit .them,?* So

® Tt is the general opinion of, thosg sha ¥,
acquainted with him, and especitily of the
fa.mily wlterg he lives, who have the best np-



Buch, however,1 know ofhim, that I can«

not but-look upon him as a miraculous

monument of Almighty Grace, that can

gerform its heneficent purposes on man-

kind, notwithstanding the greatest natu-
ral or moral impediments ; and I submit
it to others’ judgment, whether a person

s0- incapable of external instructions,
“cquld be brought te know the mysteries
of the kingdom of heaven any other way
than by immediate revelation.—Besides
the people here, sundry of my brethren,
whohave been here, particularly the Rev.
Messrs. Samuel Blair and thn Roan,
can attest this relation ; though to some
it may appear an hyperbolical affectation.
of the marvellous ; or the effect of popu-
lar superstition, which is wont to ascribe
something prophetic, or divine, to those
that labour under such natural defects.”
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., COMMUNION WITH GOU.

~ While the world at Tare evidentfy
& lies in wickedness,” and is darkened
with care and  sorrow, theie are a few of
mankiod who tiltivate communion_with
God, and enjoy in it gomé anticipdtions
of heavenly felicity. Whatever those
may think of the subject who kngw noth-
ing higher than & the things which are
seen,” it is & fact that the precious inters
—_— L L PN .
portunities of observing himi; that he can read:
Thefirs! evidence of it appeared when he seein-
ed o be first under religious impressions; for
e w.s shen obsérved to be frequently tuking
the Bible and looking into it ; and ever sifice
he gives the following ev.denees afit : e fre-
quently fooks into the B.ble, or othér good
bo- ks, with gréat )ftenseness ; and sometimes
foms with his finger to shme particular sen-

e:ices; and tr.es to persuade others to read
them ; afdl these séntences, as the family tells
e, are peculi~rly affec’ ng, and worthy of dis»
tinctnotice. ¥ vou put abook nto his hand
inverted, he will immediatély turn it into &
proper position. Wien a h stort, or the like;
18 put o his. hand, af' er lonking into it a Lit.
tle while, he throws .t zway, w.th signs of ifs
Qselessness ; but g ve hm« B ble, though it
wére of a sizé ard charactgr he fevér saw be.
fore, or some other gord book upon rel.gious
subjects, he hugs it i his hosern with signs of
the most endeared approhation. He int:mates,
by s:gns, that the Almanack treats of the sun,
inoon, and stars, the weather, &c.—1I have open-
ed the B,ble in Jonah, and shewn it him ; and
after alittle perusal he has given me a very
lively description of the fatt of that prophet.

course of ldve subisists beiween the e‘ﬁfi'{'
eternal Being and every devout Chris<
tian ; a fact 1t is too, which sinks all the
glories of earth and time into compara-
tive insignificance. The moment we
form one just idea respecting communion
with God, we feel constrained to adapt,
with pleasing astonishment, the linguage
of the Psalinist, « What is man; that thow
art mindful of him, or the son of man;.
that thou visitest him ” ,

The ground of this holy intercourse
with God is the mediation of our Lord
Jesus Christ. In his name alone, and
pleading his merits, we draw near to the
throne of divine mercy. 'To use the un:
rivalled words of inspiration, we ¢ pour
out our heaits before God.”?”  With low=
ly prostration we confess our unworthi«
ness of his favour ; yet ask that favour ini
its lighest exertions, with the cheering
expectation that we shall be heard and
dnswered. We present to him our wants
dof every kind, especially the need that
we feel of pardon and sanctifying grace,
We repose our cares in the bosom of our
God, believingthat he careth forus. We
praise him for blessings received in days

ast,and trust him for the future. By
aith we ¢ lay hold af the hope set before
us” in the gospél, which hope, ¢ as af
anchor to the soul, stre and stedfast,”
bedrs us up under theills of life, and fix-
es our thoughts upon the everldsting joys
prepared for the people of God in a bet<
ter world. .. . -,
. But how on God’s part, is this commud
nion carried on? ﬁuw does he speak
pedce and consolation to hig humble wor< . ¢
ghipers ? I answer, not by new revela-
tiots from heaven. We expect no voice’
from the clouds, nof do we hear any,to
tell us that we are accepted, and that we
shall be blessed. 'The bible.is the grand
instrument by which our heavenly Fa. -
ther coimunieatéshis loving kindness to
his children. Itis here thit he address.
ests,and answérs our petitions. , This
sacred ook edntaing materials to pros *
duce 4 little , baradise in the breast of a
Christian. The letter irideed will not do
it. But Godby. his spirit applies the
word, when used according to his direc-
tions, with a light and energy peculiarly
his own. The doctrines, t%xe Pprecepts;
the encouragements and promises conv
tained in the written word aré brought
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hame to the heart, prapared by grace for
their reception, with a power as impres-
sive, as animating, as if they were imme-
diately delivered to us from on high. We
recognize their reality, -their excéllence,
their adaptation to our circumstgnces.
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‘

‘We feel ourselves growing, under their "

transforming influence, in’the likeness of
God. ~ We look to him with- filial confi-
dence for all necessary accommodations
during our pilgrimage here below; for
strength to conquer his and-our enemies 3
for the regission of our manifold offen-
ces s and for perfect, endless ‘happiness
in his presence beyond the skies. The
cires and troubles of this world become
light in our estimation, as we know that'
they shall be overruled
Through all the changing scenes of time,
we  set our affections upon things a-
bove,” asupon a vast treasure which
shall pever be taken away, from us, ¢ an
jnheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and
that fadeth not away.” '
Communieh with Ged is the very es-
sence of religion. It is to promote this
union of our souls with himself that he
“has appointed the various exercises of
devotion, public and private; and we
are mockers of God if we attend upon
them in any other view. Precisely in
proportion as we advance in communion
witl
* heaven, and gaining those tempers and

tor our good.’

God, we are advancing towards.

dispositions which are indispensably re- -

quisite to qualify us for heaven.

Suppose a holy angel should visit our
earth to day for the first time, ignorant
- waitil now of our existénce and our situa-
tion—-suppose him to be informed, as
the truth is, that we are a race of fallen,

uilty sinners, who live only by the for-
arance of our offended Creator and
udge~—suppose him to come to the

knowledge of our gospel ; tohear us in-
yited :nfe urged, as g-om the ‘mouth of
God, to return and be reconciled to him
throigh ¢ the redemption which is in
Christ Jesus,” his .well-beloved Son—
suppose the celestial visitaiit to see the
way of access apened for us wretched
mortals to the throne of infinite grace,
and to ohseive that all who approach that
throne with becoming supplication re-
ceive the blegsings they implore, blessings
‘rich as the Saviour’s’ blood could pur-
shase, and durable 38 eternity y~what

9

tender sympathy would such a beneva
lent spirit feel for every poor sinner who
I~ seen struggling in the way which leads
to God! But with what amazement,
what consternation, may I not say,would
he contemplate the fact, that only here
and thei€ ong of the many, only a very
fev of the whole mass, are availing them-
selves of their privilege ; that multitudes
never think seriously of the matter at
all 5 that some even make it & subject of
levity and ridicule : ina word, that the
great majoiity, with the gospel sourdin
in their ears, turn their backs upon G
and prelfer to {;)() on in obstipat|e rebe}liou
against him ; bringin on themselves,
for the trifling, ﬂe%til%gqgratiﬁcations o;'«
this worldly life, all the feartul resuits of
his final displeasure in the world to
come ! & This is a lamentation, and shall

be for a lamentation.”
B PHILANDER.
ST
By inserting the following in the Christian
Monutor, the Editor will obl ge :
' A CONSTANT READER.

Extract from the proceedings of the Sy-
“nod Z/jVirginiaﬁitting j’ R{c‘hmonz,
+ @ctober, 1814. ,

« The following question was overtur-
ed to the Synod for their consideration
and advice, viz. How should a pastox
proceed towards fathers of fapilies who

" are in the communion cf the church, but

live in the habitual neglectof family wory
ship #” - '

To which question, after deliberatian,
the following answer was given :

¢ The Synod are impressed with the
importance of thig overture, and convinc-
ed that it merits sérious ajtention ; as
there is too much reason to believe that
the very necessary and Christian prac-
tice of family worsliip is neglected in our
Churches to an extent much to be lamen-
ted. The Synod therefore determine
that itis the duty of a pastor often to in-
sist, both in public and private, upon
this ‘duty. and enforce 3 compliance with

it by all the prudential means i his pov-

er.  And moreover, the Syned are of o-.
pinion that the neglect « f duty stated in
the overture is a rrorer subject for the
discipline of the cuusch,” -
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