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On Self-examination.

i q MONG the various du-

: ties of the Chriftian life,
it is generally agreed that felf-ex-
amination has an important place.

The great fubje of enquiry is,
whether we are the true children
of God, and fo -heirsof eternal
life, through Chrift Jefus, or, in
the apoftohc langmage, “ whether
we are in the faith.” Becaufe all
truebelievers in Chrift,are, indced,
the children of God and have, in
the goffel, a fure title to" eternal

The enquiry fuppofes the fub-
je& to be capable of a rational in-
veftigation and decifion, on prop-
er evidence, and that Chriftians
have the mreans and abilities to ex-
amine and decide. .

2. The duty and importance
of {elf-examination, appeats from
various confiderations. Itrefpeéts
the falvation of the foul, and is fo
intimately conne&ed with it, that
we may reafonably fuppafe it to be
practifed by all who are the heirs
of falvation, and poffeffed oftheabil-
ities and means for this duty. The
fubje& is fo exceedinglyinterefting
and important in itfelf,
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view of all Chriftians, that none
¢can be fuppofed to neglet this en-
quiry.

- Itis a fubjet capable of invefti-
gation. Thofewhoare in a {tate of
falvation may obtain fatisfying evi-
dence of it, by proper examina.
sien. If this were notthe cafe
it would be improper to urge it.
Ia tempogal concerns, where truth
is attainable, men are difpofed to
difcover it, in fome proportion to
its importance, their intereft in it
2nd the means they poflcfs for the
difcovery. o

In the progrefs of this difcuflion
it will appear that the important
queftion of our title to heaven,
may be decided on good fcriptural
evidence. .

A falfe hope is exceedingly dan-
gerous. Sad is the profpe@ of a
man’s future ftate who thinks him-
felf tobe fomething when he is
nothing. He is hardened againft.

" all divine warnings to the wicked.
: Nothing fhort of a convition that
| his hope is unfunded will awa-

1 ken him to fly from the wrathto
! come; and{o bring him within the

| reach of a hope which fhall not

d in the | make him afthamed at laft. = This
and 10 the | -onvidtion may be produced by
L :
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felfexamination. Without this
there is little ground to expeét it.

. ¢ Now is the accepted time and.
the day of falvation.”” Whatever
is done for the falvation of the foul
muft be done fpeedily.

Neither felf-examination or any
other mean of falvation, will be
of any avail after death. The ret-
ributions of eternity will be ¢ ac-
cording to the things done in the
body.”” Hence all the truly wife
confider this fubje@ to be of the
higheft importance, and attend to
to it, as being intimately connec-
4¢d with their eternal concerns.
They feel the need of divine teach-
ing,and fay with the pfalmift, « ex-
amine me, O Lord, and prove me.
Trymyreins and myheart;”’* and:
they fubmit, with alacrity, to the
apoftolic - injun@ion, ¢ Examine

yourfelves whether ye be. in the |

faith; “prove your own felves,
know ye not your own felves, how
that Jefus Chrift: is in you except
ye be reprobates.”t - -

- 3. We muft endeavor to - pre-
pare our minds- for this duty, by
teep and folemn contemplation on
the importance of it, as probably
extending its influence to- our eter-
npal ftate. ~“We mult enter uponit
with ferious-deliberation, as far as
poflible with-a mind fequeftered
from the cares of this life, and the
concerns of time.

We muft have, fixed in our
mind, themoft diftingithing fcrp-
tural marks of a gracious ftate, and
be well eftablithed in the belief of
the. truth and divinity.of the facred
whitings, and in a full convi&ion
of the principal doérines, inlitu-
tions and duties of Chriftianity,
for it is- by evidence of our con-
formity to thefe in heart and life,
that our title to future happinefs is
to be proved to ourfelves.

s

.* Pfalm xxvi, 2. + 2 Cor. xiii, 5.
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The importance of this worky
our inefficacy in ourfelves, .and
great liability to felf-deception, will
‘lead us to humble, fervent and per=
fevering prayer, to the God of all
grace, thathe will enlighten cur
darknefs, make. us truly willing
and defirous to know the truth-of
our ftate and charater, and affift
us in the work, and bring us to
fuch a decifion. as will fland the
teft of his all-fearching eye.

4. At our entrance on this
work, we muft examine ourfelves,
what we believe concerning God
and religion,and on what evidence.
" Foras «all people will walk af-
ter the name of their God,” if
ourviews of thedivine chara&er are
effentially wrong, ouraeligion will
be fo likewife ; and our conformity
to the chara&er and inftitutiops: of
the object of our worthip, howey-

" er exa, will be fo far from prov-

ing our fcriptural title to' eternal
life, thatit will prove directly the
reverfe. oL

“Will a belief of the charader
and inftitutions of the God exhjb-
ited in the Koran of Mahomet,
and a conformity toit fecure to the
fubjeés the eternal life which the
gofpel promifes to all true Chrif-
tians ?

Again, we muft enquire on what
evidence we believe the holy forip-
tures and the doérines, inflitutions
and duties which they teach.

A belief founded on the proper
divine evidence is, itfelf, a good
proof of our title to eternal life,
for the fcriptures affure .us that
“ he that believeth fhall be fa-
ved,” but there are many who
have {fome kind of faith and yet
draw back to perdition.  Such are
thofe in the parable of the fower
repreiented by . the ftony ground
and the thorny ground.

We firft obferve here, thatthe
faith of the gofpel, which is con-
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se@ed with the falvation of the
believer, receiveth divine truth on
the teftimony of God, fubmits to
it, and embraces it, and is govern-
ed by it, and endures to the end.
This implies that it is a fruit of re-
rewing grace, that it involves re-
conciliation 10 God, repentance
for fin, approbation of  the law and
gofpel, and effentially, all Chriftian
graces, and is produdive of a
courfe of perfevering obedicnce to
-divine commands to the end of
tife. }

§. We muft examine, whether
we experience the exercife of the
Chriftian graces, in particular,
whether we truly love the ever
blefled- God ? This maft be deter-
mined primarily, by a confcioufnefs
of what paffes in our own minds.

- If this be determined in the affirm-
ative, the enquiry may be exten-
ded thus, is the prefent confciouf-
nefs of love to God a folitary ex-
perience, or have we a conf{ciouf-
nefs of a feries of like exercifes,
“from the time that we have hoped
that we were the children of
God?

There is indeed a time when the
true Chriftian has the firft expe-
rience of love to God, at the time
of his faving converfion ; but this
can never be his cafe but once, and
therefore doth not materially affe®
the prefent enquiry.

If we are unconfcious of a feries
of exercifes of leve to God,from
the time that we fuppofed ourfelves

. to be renewed, no prefent impref-
fionof that afpe@ can give well
grounded cvidence that we are
paffed from death to life. If our
love.to God be genuine it is perfe-
vering.

This being found on examina-
tan, we enquire after the obje@ive
ground of our love to God.  Does
it reft on impreflions of divine favor
caly ? In a belief that God has
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given us fome great temporal or
fpiritual good, or that he will do
it hereafter ? ‘Ou is it the refult of
a view of the real excellence, or
beauty of the divine churaer, as
holy, juft, good and glorious, ex-
hibited in the worksor word of
God, dire@tly to the mind, with-
out any refpe to felf or felf-inter-
eft ? For though true gratitude for
divine favors is a {niritual and holy
exercife of heart, totally different
from feifith rejoicing in. our own
private advantage, and the confe-
ent felfith affeGtion to the bene-
adtor, yet, the nature of gracious
affection, is more eafily difcerned
and diftinguithed when excited by
direét views of the moral beauty
or lovelinefs of divine obje@s as
they are in themfelves, .
This diftin@tion is exceeding
important. ¢ Sinners love thofe.
who love them.” A heart entire-
ly finful, may be deeply affeted
awith the reception -of perfonal fa-
vors, and this affe&ion to the ben-
efa®or will be proportioned to
the imprefion of the greatnefs of
the evil to which the fubjec was
expafed, and the greatnefls of the
good befltowed. Hence the fin-
ner, whoisawakened to a realizing
fenfe of the wrath of God and
his extreme expofednefs to eternal
mifery, and is fuddenly imprefled,
(by whatever means) witha belief,
that Cod loves him, -that Chrift di-
ed with a defign to fave him, that
God has pardored his fins, or wiil
fave him from endlefs torments,
fuch a finner will be filled wa
unutterable joy, and will c
full of exprefhons of hisgreat
love to God and Chrift, an the
principle of perfe&t {elfithnefs,
and without the leaft degree of
truc holinefs, or genuine love to
God and Chrift. Such was the
cafe with the Ifraelites at the Red
Sea,who ¢ fang the praifes of God
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but foon forgot his works.” And
fuch is the cafe of the ftony ground
hearers in the parable of the fow-
er.

That we may not be deceived
in this important article, we thould
enquire, whether our love to God
isexcited by a view of his law,
its preceprs, prohibitions and fanc-
tions, by the mediatorial character
and work of Chrift, as fupporting
it,in all thofe views, and even mag-
nifying itand making it honorable ?
~ Whether we love God when he
vifits us with afflitions and croffes
for our fins, and whether we love
him when we have the leaft com-
fortable hope of faving mercy, or
only when we believe he loves us
and will fave us ? '

6. We muft examine, whether
our love to God be attended with
correfponding exercifes of other
gracious affetions, fuch as repen.
tance for fin, felf:abafement, cors
dial compliance with the gofpel
way of falvation by Chrift, the
meek and gentle fpirit of the gof-
pel, love to the word, ordinances,
and people of God, mercy and
kindnefs to all, fubmiffion under di-
vine chaftifement, fenfible depen-
dence on God for all things, thank-
fulnefs for his mercies, weanednefs
from the world and longing after
conformity to God and enjoyment
of him, with the other branches:
of Chriftian expertence. =~ =
" 'The renewed foul is poffefled of
all the graces of the fpirit, or the
branches of Chriftian holinefs, and
. tﬁ.e is an agreement and propor-

tidl'of allthe parts. This isevident
from many fcripturc paffages, and
from thc nature of ‘the cafe.
Thus true love to God is attended
with genuine repentance for fin.

" The primary fource of repent-
ancc is a view of the moral excel-
lence or lovelinefs of the divine
character, as this produces in the
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mind a convi&ion of the excellence
and perfe@ion of the divine law,
and thus fhows the great evil of fin,
which is ““a tranfgrefion of the
law.” This view of perfonal fin,
produces in the renewed foul, that
felf-difapprobation for it, that gen-
uine fubmiffion to the condemning
fentence of the law, and that cor-
dial defire 1o return to God, which
conftitute the effance of true repen-
tance and diftinguifh it from thofe
legal forrows for fin which may ex-
ift in the unfanctified heart, and
which are excited by a convi&ion
of expofednefs tothe wrathof God.
~ True love to Godandrepentance
for fin, are attended with a con-
vi&ion of our ruined ftate as fin-
ners, of therighteoufnefs of God
in our condemnation, and of
perithing nced of fovereign mercy;
of courfe the mediatorial charac-.
ter and work of Chrift appear in
their glory, and the way of falva-
tion for finners through his atone.
ment deeply imprefles the mind,
with its unrivalled perfection, a$
being in all refpe&s worthy of God,
{uitable to the condition of man,
and altogetherdivine.” By this, ef-
pecially, the mind is fully eftablith-
ed in the truth and divinity of the
gofpel, embraces the falvation
which it offers, and the way in
which it is procured and beftowed..
The believing finner clearly fees
the righteoufnefs of God difplayed
and fupported, in the mediatorial
work of Chrift, as God manifeft
in fleth ; the law magnified and
made honorable, fin condemned,
and ¢ grace reigning through right-
eoufnefs to eternal life, by Jefus
Chrift our Lord.” In this way
of falvation his heart refts, and he.
has joy and peace in believing, and
we are fure that he who thus be-
lieveth fhall be faved.
As repentance towards God
and faith towards our Lord ]ef\u}'

N



P I.']
Chriftare effentially conne&ted with

Oa-Self-examination:

l

8
That felf-denml which Jefus af-

genuine loveto God ; even foare ! fures us is effential to difciplefhip,

all the graces of the Spirit, fuch as
‘Chriftian humility, brotherly love,
good will to all men, kindnefsto
the poor and affli¢ted, forgivenefs
to the injurious, wcanednefs from
the worfd, felf-denial, hcavenly
mindednefs ; with all other
branches of the Chriftian temper.
Hence if we find in ourfelves
. an-habitual and perfevering love to
God, from views of his moral ex-
¢ellence, we muft enquire whether
this love is attended with the cor-
refponding graces;, which have
been named ; for if this be not the
cafe we have no juft ground to
conclude that we.are the children
of God, becaufe there is an infep-
arable communion in the nature of
all holy affetions, and the holy
feriptures abundantly teach, that all
true Chriftians receive from Chrift,
grace for grace, and have the fame
mind which was alfo in Him.

7. Wemuft examine, whether
~aur love to God, and to fpiritual
and divine obje@s be fupreme.
Ourblefled Saviour has abundant-
ly taught us that except we love
him, more than all created obj=@s,
{o as to part, willingly, from them
all for his fake, when they are in
competition with him ; we cannot
be his difciples, and that except
we deny ourfelves and take up our
crofs daily, and follow him, we
have no part in him.* )

If our love to God be fupreme,
it-will be attended with the cor-
refponding views and  affe@ions
which have been named, and we
fhall abide the teft of thofe difcrimi-
nating declarations of the divine
Saviour.  But if not, we fhall,
when ¢ weighed in the balance,
be found wanting.”

* Mat. x. 37,38.and xvi. 24. Mark
yiii, 34. Luke ix. 23. & xiv. 26, et paffim,

A
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confifts not, as many mifguided
zealots have fuppofed, in tor-
menting the bedy, ' or excluding
ourfelves from -thofe innocent ea-
jeyments of life which God gra.
cioufly gives us, and which are
“ to be received with thankfgiving,
of thofe who believe and know the
truth.”  But it confiftsin ihat ex-
perimental and pradical religion,
in whicha fupreme, governing love
to God and divine things bears us
on through all oppofition from
within and without, in the fervice
of God, with a fteady aim at his
glory and the good of his king-
dom, in contradi®ion to all the
felfith and narrow purfuits of the
carnal mind, which are ever di-
reted to fome private, perfonal ad»
vantage, without any refpe& to
public good and which are not fub.
ordinatebutultimately oppofed to it.

8. We muft enquire, whether
our internal views and exercifes in
religion, are attended and follow-
ed with the correfponding fruits
of obedience, in a pradical re-
gard to all divine inflitutions and
commands.—This is the.laft and
crowning cvidence of our difciple-
thip, and title to eternal life, for
“ this is the love of God that we
keep his commaadments, and
his commandments are not griev-
ous.”’*

This fubje& of enquiry might be
confidered in relation to our wheole
life, fince we have profefled to
know the truth : Asit is conne&-
ed with all our relations to God,
as a bcing of infinite perfection,
our creator and preferver, our Jaw-
giver, and judge,--as our Re-
deemer and fan@ifier, our provi-
dential governor, and the obje@
of our worfhip ;—as it relates to

* 1 John v. 3.and 2 John 6.
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ol the relative duties which we
owe to our fellow creatures, and
to our prefent and fiiture lives.—If
our religion be genuine, it caufeth
ustohave refpect to all God’s com-
mandments, and produceth uni-
verfal obedience, attended indeed,
with finful imperfection, for in ev-
ery thing we come fhort, but fhll
we aim at perfe&ion, and are long-
ing, praying and flriving after it,
~—Our finful imperfe&ion in every
duty is a fource of humiliation be-
fore God, and we watch and pray
left we enter into temptation.
That fpirit of Chriftian obedi-
ence which animates the true
Chrifhan, is not lefs {incerely en-
gaged in the difcharge of the com-
mon duties of life, in our domef-
tic and other relations, than in
thofe which are the moft public and
fplendid ; for it efteems the divire
commands concerning all things
to be right, and hates every falfe
way. Lo perfons of this defcrip-
tion, the word of God is precious
as a daily companion, and guide.
The Lord’s day, and other divine
inftitutions are highly regarded,
and pra&ically improved,—they
ftrive to advance in Chnftian
*knowledge and grace themfelves,
and as far as may be to be ufeful
to the beft interets of others.
This renders them faithful in ali
relations, and teaches them to
¢ Do to others in all things, as
they would that others fhould do
to them.”
death and the future flate,and unite
* in the prayerof thepfalmift,¢ Lord
testh us fo to numberour days that
wemay applyourheartsto wifdom.”

PHILANDER.

For THE Conxecricut Evan-
GELICAL MAGAZINE.

Qx_eﬁ: Why is the regeacrated man
Jubjedt to any remainder. of fin 2

- Why San8ification is progreffive.

They live mindful of |

TSusin

When God wrought the work of
Sanification in bis heart, and
had the power, why did he not

render him perfe@ly holy ? y

UCH is the language of Infi.
dels, who often make enqui-
ries like thefe, with an expe@ation
that theyare unanf{werable, and that
‘they thall enjoy a certain. triumph
lover the Chriftian, whofe belief
involves in it fuch fuppofed unan-
fwerable abfurdities. More rcflec-
tion is neceffary to anfwer the fubt.
le queftions of an Infidel, than is
commonly beftowed on the fubject
of Chrithanity, even by profefling
Chriftians. | The Infidel hardly
appears as an interrogating cham-
pion, *till he has, with fomeé fubt-
le inconfiftency, fettled his plan ;
through which its fallacy would not
immediately appear. Having thus
prepared himfelf,the Infidel comes
forth to puzzle believers ; and the
fubje of the foregoing enquiry,
is one often reforted to, and one,
on which he plumes himfelf, [
will, therefore, endeavor to furg-
ith the reafons to thofe who have
not time to fearch them out.

The two queftious I fhall con-
fider as implying the fame thing ;
becaufe the work of Regenera-
tion and San&ification, involving
each other, and being folely the
work of God, who certainly has
the power to perform it in a differ-
cat maaner, if he will ; it is plain
that the enquiry implies this ; why
has not God taken awayall fin
from the hearts of thofe whom he
has chofen, and completed them
in holinefs ? In anfwering this I
would obferve the following things:

1ft. I take it for granted that
all, who allow of the exiftence of
God, alfo allow him to be perfed.
If he is not perfed, he is not God.
If heis perfe&, then he muft be
perfc@ly wife, glfe he is perfet,





