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Evidence of Human Depravity.

ISTORY and obfervation
, afford abundant evidence of
the truth of the fcripture account
of the depravity of human nature.
They are an unexceptionable com-
ment on the facred text, God
has pleafed, in the progrefs oftime,
to- place men-in a great variety of
Famations, calculated,. in various
degrees, to bring out to view their
troe charader 5 and he will con-
tinwe to vary thofe fituations, in
futere, untilit is as fully difclofed
as the nature of the divine govern-
ment requires. 'Thus, not only
individuals, for the period oftheir
lives, but the whole race as fuch,
from the fall to Chrift’s fecond
coming, are in a ftate of proba-
tion. During this period the heart
of man will be fully proved ; and
it will appear, from fa@ and expe-
rience, that itis deceitful above all
things and defperately wicked. God
awill be found to be true, but every
man a liar.

To attain the ends of this tri-
al and probation of human nature,
fally, a long period of time-feems
neceffury, and duringits progrefs,
a certain degree of order among
mren is requifite 5 for, without this,

Vor. 1I. No. 3.

the race of man itfelf would be
exterminated, and no opportunity -
would remain for the difpenfations
of divine mercy. = Heance the ne-
ceffity of great and powerful re<
ftraints on the lufts and paffions of
men. In providing thefe, at dif-
ferent times, and in degrees fuited
to the courfe of events fixed in the
divine counfels, the power, wif2
dom and goodnefs of God are
wonderfully difplayed. In view-
ing the chara@er of man, howev-
er, under the operation of fuch
reftraints we are apt to form con=
clufions too much in his favor §
for by means of them, no doubt,
muck: wickednefs is prevented, and
a femblance of goodnefs is often
exhibited 5 ftill, as tht}y produce
their effe by laying a force upos,
and not by changing the inclina-
tions of the heart, they ought
to be laid wholly out of the quef-
tion, in forming an eftimate of the
human chara@er, In proportion
as thefe are withdrawn, the naked
truman heart appears. And inor-
der to difcover it ta the view of
finite minds, God is pleafed, fromt
time to time, to withdraw thofe
reftraints, as far as the ftate of
things will admit.
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in the beftowment of favors, would | Chrift, is well termed gofpel, ar
be lefs vifible. Where there are | goodnews. It may be fummed up

no punithments, pardons will be
lefs valued, and their nature and
worth ill underftood.

Befides, no view of things like
_that,” which beft fhows the eternal
God to bé moved purely by the
;oodnefs of his own nature, to the
recovery of finners, and which at-
tributes the whole and every part
of their falvation to the mere mer-

€y and grace of God, as their
caufe, is {o fitted eternally to bind i
the heart in humble obedience and
Jove, and raife it to high and de- ;
Jightful admiration of the glory of |
God as it fhines in the face of
Chrift. No other fcheme of doc-
‘trine lays the finner fo low in his
Qwn view, and {o abforbs and fwal- :
Jews up his whole foul in love.
"Here a foundation islaid for the
‘greateft nearnefs to God, and the
‘Higheft felicity in the enjoyment .
'Gf him. - ‘
© To fetafide the Scripture doc- |
trine of particular Eletion, ob-
fcures the whole fyftem of gofpel
grace, and cafts a fhade upon it.
‘It takes away the only ground of
“hope from impenkent finners, and
renders it utterly uncertainwhether
‘any will ever be faved. It ob-
“feures the luftre and glory of divine
‘mercy, and leaves the iffue of the |
_prefent ftate of things at the utmoft |
,uncertainty—depriving us of the !
.evidence, that a good, worthy of .
#nfinite love, and anfwerable to the’
Zlorious difplays which are made of
“divine power, wifdom and mercy,
‘in- the creation, government, and
_redemption of the world, will-ev-
“et be accomplithed.

. On the beft manner of preaching the
T v gofpel. '
revelation of faving mer-

'I- - .” . HE . |
[ "¢y so figners, through' Jefus
'Voi. II. No. 4

R

in the concife declaration,that ¢ Je-
fus Chrift came into the world to
fave finners.”® It is more fully -
exprefled in the divine teftimory,
that ¢ God fo loved the world that
he gave his only begotten fon that
whofoever believeth in him fhould
notperifhbuthaveeverlaltinglife.”’+
But in whatever form of words it
is fummarily exprefled, a proper
explanation will fhew that it -
volves many moft interefting and
important truths, relating to God,

‘his perfe@ions, charaéter, gowern-

ment,and grace ;—relating to raan,
asa creature and fubje@ of God,

" andas a finner againft him ;—rela-

ting to Jefus Chrift, in his won-
derful perfon, the union of -his di-

: vine and human natures, his medi-

atorial chara&er, offices, and work;
—relating to the application of re-
demption by the agency of the. Ho-

i ly Spirit, in the hearts of finners,

in his renewing and fan&ifyinginfla-
ences, by which they are made wil-
ling in tie days of God’s power ;

~ are brought to repentance towards

God, and faith towards our Lord
Jefus Chrift ; and thus become the
fubje@s of pardoning grace, "and
are kept by the power of God,
through faith to falvation. :

It pleafed God in the riches of
his mercy to finful man, to infpire
a number of chofen witneffes, to
commit to writing, the {yftem of
Chriftian truth, as far as was requi-
fite for the communication of fa-
ving knowledge, and thus to fur-
nith the world with thefacred fcrip-
tures, which are able to make v
wife to falvation, through faith in
Chrift Jefus.

That nothing might be wanting,
in point of means, he hath graciouf-
ly inftitated the preaching of the

*z ﬁ?qhy,i.“. 4+ Jobu iii. 18,
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gofpel, and appointed an order of
men, in the Chriftian church, to
addrefs their fellow-finners, on the
great concerns of religion, and
the world to come ; to explain
apd inculcate the truths, duties,
and profpeéts opened in the gofpel ;
to proclaim, from the fcriptures,
the glad tidings of falvation to pen-
itent, believing finners through the
atonement of Chrift ; and to warn
the impenitent and unbclieving of
the wrath to come.

So important, fo glorious and
awful are the effc@s of this minif-
try, that the apoftle, when fpeak-
ing of himfelf and his fellow la-
bourers fays, “ We are unto God
a fweet faver of Chrift in thofe
who are faved, and in thofe who
perith.  To the one we are a favor
of death unto death, and to the
other of life unto life ;> and adds
(in which every ferious preacher of
the gofpel will join him.) ¢ Who
is fufficient for thefe things 27*

The preceding obfervationstend
to fhew the importance and folem-
nity of the Chriftian miniftry, as
it refpects the preachers of the gof-
pels and thofe who hear them, and
are a fufficient apology for this at-
tempt to fuggeft a few thoughts on
the beft manner of preaching the
gofpel.

The writer is fenfible of his ina-
bility to treat the fubje& as he
could with. But he hopes, through
divine afliftance, to offer fome-
thing which may be ufeful, at leaft,
to young minifters ; and that, al-

though he may fuggeft nothing new .

to the more experienced, he may
be inftrumental of ¢ flirring up
their pure minds by way of remem-
brance.”

The following particulars ap-
pear to belong to the beft manner
of preaching the gofpel.

* 2 Corrinthians, ii. 16.

[OC?.

I. The Chrillian minifter mug
preach the gofpel truly. ;

‘This is to preach it as it is re-
vealed in the holy feriptures, with-
outany perverfion. God is,indeed,
able to bring finners to” the faving
knowledge of himfelf, under the
moft corrupt teachers. But this
isnot his ordinary way ; neither
is corrupt and falfe teaching an in-
ftituted mean of graceand falvation,
or adapted to the benefit of the
hearers, but the contrary, for
“faith’ cometh by hearing, and
hearing &y the word of God.”’+

If preaching be the proper meag
of falvation to the hearers, it is by
the exhibition of divine truth to
their underftandings and bearts,
thus they are ¢ begotten through
the gofpel,” and the « paftorsafter
God’s heart feed them with knowl-
edge and underftanding.” This
fhews us that public, authorifed
preachers of the gofpel thould be
men of fupcrior knowledge, ia
Chriftianity, fuch as are ¢ able to
teach others 3’ andexcludes from
the facred office, the weak and ig-
norant, and fhows that they are
not called of God, to this work,
whatever their own opinion may be
of their ability and their call.

Itis equally manifeft that heret-
ical teachers are not to be encour-
aged, whatever abilities they may
poffefs. Thefe do not make man:-
Jeft the myflery of Chriffas they
cught to [peak or teflify the truth as
it is in y{fw. Efpecially if their
herefly refpe@ any of the principal
do@rines of the gofpel. In that
cafe, the apoftle Paul reprefents
them as preaching another gofpel,
and denounceth againft them the
divine malediction.t

This naturally excitesthe enqui-
ry, what are thofe effential truths
of Chriftianity which meft be de-

’

+Rom.x. 17. {Gal 1. 8,9’

e
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dlared if 'the preacher would, in
any good meafure, fpeak as he
ought ?

To this it may be replied, that
the Chnftian fyftem is conneéted
inall its parts. Thefe may be
compared to fo’ many links of a
great chain let down from heaven.

" Nore of thefe truths can be denied
or obfcured without injury to the

Chriftian fyftem.

" Some are, however, more im-
- portant and fundamental than oth-
ers. 'Thefe may te differently fta-
ted and enumerated by different
perfons, who equally regard divine
truth.

* To the writer, the following
truths feem to be themoft effential,
in the foundation of Chriftian-
y, viz.

. ‘The being, perfe@ions, and uni-
ty of God, and his infinitely per-
fe& mode of exiftence, as a Tri-
une Deity. The truth and di-
vinity of the holy fcriptures,of the
old and new teftament. The di-
vinity and atonement of Chrifl:
The juftification of penitent, be-
fieving finners, through his media-
torial righteoufnefs.  The total
depravity of man, in confequence
of the original lapfe. The fuper-
natural change of heart, by the
agency of the Holy Spirit, in thofe
who believe to the fuving of the
foul, the fovereignty and freedom
of divine grace, ia the falvation
of finners, difplayed in time, ac-
cording to the eternal purpofe of
God.

- The nature and neceflity of
Chriftian holinefs, and its unfail-
ing connetion with the faith of
the gofpel, in thefe who are faved.
Andthe retributions of eternity, to
the righteous and the wicked.

- The preacher who enters deep-
ly into thefe important truths of
the gofpel, will not, it may be ho-

ped, effentially pervert any other; |
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,and the hearer whofe principles
and manners are formed on them,
will ¢ go on in giace, and in the
knowledge, of our Lord and Sa-
viour Jefus Chirit.” :

II TheChriftian minifter muft-

; preach the gofpel pluinly.

i Thisimplies that he prefent to

- his hearers the truths of Chriftian-
ity, in langnage, eafy to be under-

* ftood by them,that inftead of ufing
ambiguity of language, or general

-and indeterminate aflartions, he
mauke it a leading obje@, next to

~preaching the fimple truths of the
. gofpel, to do it in a manner adap-
| ted to the capacity of his hearers,
' that they may underftand him.
With the apoftle Paul, he will pre-
fer fpeaking ¢ five words, in the
church, with his underftanding,
"that he may edify others, toten
¢ thoufand words in an unknown
tongue.”* Hemuftnotonlyavoid
that ftudied ambiguity by which
! unfaithful teachers aim at efcaping
i the offence of the crofs, and feek
i to pleafe carnal hearers, but he
! muft ftudy that plainnefs of ad-
| drefs which will render his mean-
 ingintelligible to his common hear-
ers, that they may be inftru&ed,
convinced and edified. '
. Cutting is the reproof of thd
apoftle in the paffage juft meation-
ed, to the preacher who is more
concerned to commend himfelf to
his hearers, asan able, learned, or
eloquent man, than to commend
the truth as it isin Jefus. But
moft of all doth the awful cenfure’
fall on thefaithlefs timeférver, who
hides himfelf under general and
ambiguous language, to avoid the
truth. Such may well be ranked
with ¢ falfe apoftles, and deceit-
ful workers, who by good words
and fair fpeechesdeceive the hearts
of the fimple-{

_* g Cor. xiv. 19. 1 Rom. xvi. 18. and

2 Corxi, 13."
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TH. The Chriftian minifter muft
preach the gofpel demonfiratively.

His preaching fhould be * inthe
demonftration of the fpirit, and

of power,”’} asdiftinguithed from -

the enticing words of human wif-
dom, that the faith of his hearers
“ may not ftand in the wifdom of
man, but in the power of God.”
For this purpofe he needs a deep
and extenfive acqaintance with the
Chriftian {yftem—much and well
chofen reading——and much ftudy
and prayer, that his views of truth
may be clear, and his reafoning,
conclufive ; and that not merely,
. to the man of {cience, and the
well ftudied divine ; but to his at-
tentive and ferious hearers of eom-
mon capacity. Thefe conftitute
the great body of thofe who hear
him, and among thefe he muft
look .for his principal fuccefs.
His arguments mut therefore be
both conclufive and plain. -To
this end, much depends on the
connexion of the parts of his dif-
courfe, and the due arrangement
of his thoughts.
Nothingisherementioned touch-
ing the manner of fpeaking moft
conducive to fuccefs. Books of

" “smratory are common, and may be

owifulted withadvantage. Among
thefe, profeflor Blair’s leQures, and
Dr. Fordyce’s art of preachingde-
ferve particalar notice.

Afterall, 1o the preacher pof-
fefled of proper abilities and infor-
mation, and who feels the weight
and importance of divine things,
the fubje&t will infpire an ardor
and pathos, more adapted to im-
prefs the tuth onthe minds of
his hearers, and affe& their hearts,
than all the accamplifhmentsof art,
witheut it.

. The leading truths of religion s
dlready named, muft be often

/ot

+ 1 Cor.ii. ¢
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clearly ftated and urged, -and the
wholefyftem of Chriftian truth and
duty, conne@ted with them, muft
be brought into view.

Divine truth, exifting in the
mind and refting on its mere evi-
‘dence, is inftrumental, through
the divine blefing, to convince
and convert the finner ; to dete@
the hypoerite ; and w edify the
true Chriftian. Itis no lefs adap-
ted to ftop the mouths of gain-fay-
ers, to filence unruly and vain talk-.
ers,and bring them to the acknowl-.
edgementofthe truth. Not indeed
without a powerful divine agency
attending the word of truth. -

Without this Paul may plant
and ‘Apollos water, in vain. But
this aggrds no jult objedion a-
gainft the ufe of divinely inflituted:
means, or the leaft ground to ex-
pect that agency in the negleét of

 them.

IV. The Chriftianminiftermuft
preach the gofpel boldly. Thus,
the apoftle Paul requefted the pray-
ers of the Ephefians,that he might.
“ open his mouth doldly, to make
known the myftery of the gofpel—.
that therein he mught fpeak doldly,
as be ought to fpeak.””*~This bold-
nefs iseffential to the rightperform-

_ance of his duty, asa preacher of

the gofpel, in diftinction from a
governing concern to pleafe men,
or obtain the approbation of the
moft refpectable hearcrs, (however
defirable when the fruitof fidelity. )

The fear of man muit never:
fhut his mouth, from declaring.the.

| whole couafel of God, in the moft

clear, folemn and demonftrative

‘manger. . He.muieepback noth--

ing, profitable to. them,even wheth-
er they will hear or forbear, re-
membering that he is the figward of
God, and to him he muft fhortly
give an account.

omap——

* Ephef. vi.19, 20.
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This boldnefs however, is wide-
ly different from that felf-fufficien-
cy and overbearingauthority which

have been, in fome inftances mif-.

taken for it, and by which evil
men bave done much hurt to the
caufe of God and the fouls of
their hearers. The former is the
refult of deep impreffions of the
prefence and authority of God,
the. worth of fouls, the preciouf-
nefs of gofpel truth and the impor-
tance of eternity. The latter in-
dicates the abfence of all thefe,
and fhews 2 mind puffed up with
religious pride and felf-conceit.
The boldrefs difated and infpired
_ 2' the gofpel is that freedom of
ought and” expreflion - which re-
fults from proper views of fpiritual
and divine obje@s. Thefe fill the
mind with impreffions of their in-
finite importance,and lay the creat-
ure low before God, and thus de-
liver him from the fear of man by
filling him with the fear of God.
V. The Chrifttan minifter muit
préach the goipel with bumility.
With this, indeed, he mult do
all things ; it isan effcntial branch
of genuine Chriftianity. “But it
is peculiarly important in preaching

the gofpel.

' Ifumility.refaltsfrom rightviews
of the divine characer and gov-
ernment, and of our own charac-
ter and flate. ¢ I.have heard of
thee,”” faid an eminent faint, by
the hearing of the ear, but now
mine eye feeth thee, wherefore I
abhor ‘myfelf, and repent indaft
ahd afhes.”*  Such was the effe&
of a clear difplay of the divine
fulaefs to holy Job, and fuch will
it ever - -be, to 'a heart prepared to
embracedivinetruth. Thepreach-
er, deeply imprefled with a fenfe
of his .own-exceeding unworthi-
agfs, is prepared to{peak honor-

* Job xlii. 5, 6.
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ablycf-God and Chrifl, and to
addrefs his hearers in a manner
adapted to imprefs their minds, and
perfuade them to confider their lat»
‘ter end 3 and thus he * commends
the truth to their coafciences in
the fight of God.”

VI. The Ch}i(hian lnir}ifler
muit preach the gofpel in the fpiri
of kindngfs. ST p

Thepiousandbenevolent preagh-.
er, in his preparations for the pub-
lic folemnites,. will contemplate
the worth of the foul of man, the
malignity of fin, the awfulnefs of
divine wrath, the importance of
eternity, and the wonderful love
and grace of God, revealed in the
gofpel, and brought to us through-
Jefus Chrift.:  All thefe fubjets
and efpecially the laft, will pres
pare him to feel the moft teadeg
benevolence to perithing finners.
He will therefore addrefs them
fromthe fulnefs of his heast, with
ardent longing for their falvation.
Numerous and weightyare the moa
tives to the kindeft addrefs to the
fouls of his hearers. Weaddia
the laft place,

VII. The Chriftian miniftee
muft preach the gofpel with fakeme

nity.
This remark refults from alk
which have preceded. Thetruthy

to be proclaimed are exceedingly
folemn and weighty,as they refpe@
the great things of God, and his
wonderful love and grace to guilty
man ; theyare folemn as they re.
late to the wonderful work of res
demption by the obedience and
deg of our Lord Jefus Chnft 3
and as they refped the joys amd
forrows of departed fouls—the glos
rious and dreadful realities of the
future and eternal ftate, and as
sthey refpe@ the final condition
of the preacher and his hearers,
which will be decided forever, by
the abufe or improvement of this
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momentary flate, for ¢ Behold
now istheaccepted time. Behold
now is the day of falvation.”

" The faithful watchman will pre-
ferve his own foul, and may hope
for the falvation of fome, at leaft,
of his hearérs, even all who re-
ceive the truth in love, and fly for
refuge to the hope fet before them.
But the people of the unfaithful
minifter, who were not warned by
Rim it is much to be feared, will
diein their fins, but their blood
will be required at his hand.

How ?olemn and weighty is
the minifterial charge ! May all
who take it on them feel its im-
portance, and be qualified for its
duties ; and may the chief fhep-
Herd znd bithop of fouls affift them
iir their arduous  work, and crown
their labours withabundantfuccefs !
. PHILANDER.

H

An at}empt to diftinguifb fuch exer-
- cifes as are the refult of genuine
. religion, from fuch as are Salfe.

y RUE religion implies
1ft. ; .

. felf-acquaintance, ora
thorough convidtion of the total
depravity and ruin of human na-
tare ; and is the fruit of a mew
tafte, ‘which takes a decided part
againft feif-exaliation, in favor of
the divine perfections and govern-
ment ; while that counterfeit reli-
gion, which is felf-delufive prefup-
pofes ignorance of the human
heart, confequently is entirely def-
titute of Aumility, which flows from
nothingbut fzlf-acquainiance. 'The
divine law, has never come with
power to the confcience, fo that
‘the fubject is yet alive to himfelf,
and dead to all proper views of
God; and thofe affetions which
he exercifesare toward an imagina-
ry being, an idf-God of his own
Lreating. -

On true and falfe religion.

[Oore

he entertains the mofl heart-felt
loathing of hisown original char-
a&er, beholds, with ineffable com-
placence, the charatter of God,
as forming a molt perfe®t contraft
with his own. Heis pained while
his thoughts turn on himfelf as fo
vile and loathfome, but his heart is
filled with exhilerating joy when
he adverts to the tranfporting idea,
that infinite perfection fills the uni-
verfe! Andthat all this fin and
evil, fhall be over-ruled, and its
natural tendency fo counteracted,.
as that infinite good fhall be the glo-
rious refult. His foul is revived,
his heart leaps within him; that
he is encircled by fucha God';
and he with unfpeakable delight
yields himfelf to be difpofed of ac--
cording to the dictates of this in-
finite perfe@ion. While the fond-
ly deceived and warm-hearted hyp-
ocrite, is delighted too, with the
charader of his God, (for there
are “lords many.”’) He has got-
tenthe idea which is inwrought
into the conftitution of the heart, .
that we are offenders. He there.
fore feels himfelf expofed to the re-
fentment of an angry God ; he'is
told that there isa door of relief
opened for fuch in the gofpel ;.
and exclaims “ what marve/lous—
awhat affonifbing goodnefs that thus
appears to refcue from this infinite
threatened evil !”” While his foul-
melts with grateful affe@ion toward -
his deliverer and benefaGor.

3d. The true faint poffeffes a-
large, capacious benevolence, and -
embraces the - univerfe in bis bofom. *
His language is, *let the lordgov- -
ern, and make fuch arrangements
aswill iffue in the higheft poffible
good of his kingdom ; let me be
an happy inftrament of promotin
this blefled intereft, be difpofed
of in that very way, that will -beft -

-| anfwer that moft benevolent pur-
< 2d. The trae Chriftian, while'

wpofe : here is my happinefs, in this






