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. LIFE OF JUSTIN THE MARTIYR, CONCLUDED.

'._

That the vulgar made Gods of the molt brutifh obj=éls
fuch as dogs, cats, wolves, goats, hawks, dragons, beetles,

crocodiles, &c. &c. ,
This zeal in the caule of chriftianity, fet a keener edge up~

. on the malice and rage of his enemies, particulaﬂy that of the

philofopher Crefcens. He finding it impraéticable to confute

];q’iiln by force of argument, determined to foil him by force

OBREhE fecular arm. Marcus Antoninus the Emperor, was

n6t more remarkable for his attachment to philofophy than to
the molt rigid fuperftition. He had been, from his youth,

educated in the Salian College, and had there gone through
all its offices in his own perfon. His opinions of the chriftians
were, that their refolute and undaunted firmnefs in death,
arofe from mere {tubbornefs and obftinacy, rather than from
a judicious and deliberate confideration of principles or ex-
peftations.  Crefcens found means to ingratiate himfelf into
his favor, and foured his mindagainft Juftin. Indeed the Em«
peror had been forewarned of this by Juftin himfelf, having
been publicly told by him, that Crefcens, or fome other of
their titular philofophers, would lay fnares to undermine, tor-
ment and perhaps crucify him.

He had given great offence to Creflcens by the clofenefs of
his arguments, and the fzverity of his reproofs for his wicke
edly and ungeneroufly traducing the Chriltians as atheiftical

-, and irreligious. Jullin had told him, ¢ that he talked about

.A.ﬂ.
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ES55AYS, MORAL AND RELIGIOUS.

————mgii T L——

FOR THE VIRGINIA RELICIOUS MACAZINE.

A series of letters on the tendency of religion to promots
the happiness of mankind in the present world,

PHILANDER To PorLiTvus, LETTER 1V,
. QIR,

IT affords me much pleafure to find that your prejudices
againft a life of piety are wearing away. Let me, however,
again remind you that mere reafoning can never give you a
complete idea of the fweetnefs of devotion. It muft be eXpe

rienced, or it cannot be adequately underftood. My aim in
writing thefe letters is at once to convince your underftanc.

ing of the happy tendency of piety, and to excite your hearg
to an earnelt and perfevering purfuit of it. 'With thefe views

T proceed in the difcuflion before us.

My fecond argument is that piety faves us from the thral.
dom of vicious appetites and paflions, the great fources of mi=
fery to mankind.

That much the greater part of the evils of life fpring from
our irregular and eriminal propenfities is not a point of aba
ftrufe fpeculation, but of indifputable fa¢t. The paflions
'which govern men are indeed very various; and fome of
them more manifeftly criminal and more rapidly ruinous thar
others. But who is there, deftitute of the love and fear of
God, that is not fubjected to the tyranny of at leaft fome one
unreafonable propenfity, by which his tranquility is often dif.
turbed, and his enjoyments more or lefs embittered? Who
has not obferved and lamented the dreadful confequences of
unbridled paffions, both to their fubjects and to others con-
neéted with them ? 'And what but the commanding energy of
religious affetion can”reitore and preferve order in the foul 2

Let us fele® a few inltances by way of illuftration.
cpedh et B b - d

- -
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OBferve the viglim of habitual drunkennefs. Without tire
means of gratifying his d_epraved appetite, he is miferable be=
yond expreffion. And what a train of evils does its gratifica=
tion produce ! time wafted, quarrels fomented, reafon prof-
trated, fortune neglected or {quandered, friends difgufted and
toft; the whole charaler degraded below that of the bealts
that perifh, the dearelt connexions reduced to want and beg-
gary, and the body haftened to an untimely grave, as well as
the foul to eternal’ deftrution. ¢ Who hath wo? (fays the
wife man;) who hath forrow? who hath contentions? who
hath babbling? who hath wounds without caufe? who hath
rednefs of eyes? They thattarry long at the wine; they that
go to feek mixed wine.” For whatever temporary gratifica.
tion it may afford, ¢ at the laft it biteth like a {ferpent, and
ftingeth like an adder.” The fear of God is the beft prefers
vative againft this infinuating and deltructive vice; and al-
moft without exception the only deliverer from its power.
And will any rational man deny the fuperiority in point of
happinefs of him who lives temperately over him who is une
der bondage to the intoxicating bowl? The drunkard him.
{elf does not deny it in the hour of fober refleclion,

Contemplate next the man of pleafure, the votary of fenfuak
indulgence. 'The miferies which fiow from lawlels luft are
much like thole of drunkennels, but more {peedy and more
extenfive., Thofe principles of human nature which attract
the fexes to each other produce, when exalted by fentiments
and governed by wirtue, the purelt felicity of the prefent life.
But how large a portion of the wretchednefs of mankind may
be traced to their perverfion as its caule! The debauchee
makes great facrifices and pays dearly, even now, for his
tranfient, inlipid and guilty gratifications. He is the vi&tim
of anxious cares and terrours, the deftroyer of his own health.
of body and ftrength of mind, the feducer often and betrayer
of unfufpedling weaknefs, the author of hame and anguifh to
himfelf and others. ¢ Marriage, ({ays the Apoltle,) is ho=
norable in all, and the bed undefiled ; but whoremongers and
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aduiterers God will judge.” And he does often judge them,
even in this world, with punithments exemplarily terrribles
¢ The end of a firange woman is bitter as wormwood, fharp as
a two.edged. Her feet go down to death; her fteps take
hold on hell.” From this gulph of iniquity and ruin religion
has power to preferve the young, furrounded with temptati-

on ; and even to deliver the wretch who is thus plurging into
deftruétion temporal and eternal.  And is not thac chaltity

which the gofpel enjoins, that honorable love on which the Al-
mighty fmiles, infinitely more happy than a life of wandering
debauchery? How much do the flaves of forbidden pleafure
miltake the road to true felicity !

~ Turn your eye now for a moment to the gaming table, that
infatuating refort, where time is murdered, and fortunes are
ruined by the arts of fraud. Mark the features of the groupe.
Some are exulting in the gains of iniquity, while others are
frantick with grief and refentment. And thofe who now tri-
umph are {oon, in their turn, to be made the prey of [uperior
gkill in this trade of deception. It requires, I think, no great
difcernment to {ee that the life of a gameiter is the very re-
verle of peace and happinefs. So obvious, indeed, and {o nu-
merous are the evils produced by this thameful propenfity, to
individuals, to families, and to the community, that laws have
been enallted to reftrain it, (though alas?! too feldom execu-
ted,) in every civilized nation. Who will compare the fhort-
lived triumph of the gamefter, covered with bafenefs and in-
famy which he cannot hide even from himfelf, with the tran-
quility of the good and upright man who enjoys the fruits of
his honeft indultry with the blefling of his God?

I with it could be faid with truth that thofe vices, and
others of the like nature and tendencies, were very rare
amonglt mankind. But alas, it is far otherwife. Their fub.
je€ts are numerous; and the mifery they produce incalcula-
ble. At the fame time there are many other domineering

paflions, which though more fubtile and more flow in thejr
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operation, are not lels hateful to God,nor lefs injurious te
human happinefs.

Is it poffible the covetous man can be happy, whofe whole

foul is devoted to the acquifition of riches; who facrifices e=
very pleafure, and almoft every moral principle, to an object
which, while he approaches 1it, feems forever increafing its
dimentions and its diftance?! Does not experience prove
that ¢ he who loveth filver is never fatisfied with filver nor he
+hat loveth abundance with increafe ? fuch a character is even
proverbial for foolifh labour and reftlefs anxiety. His days
are fpent in care ! his nightsin watching. Difappointments
and loffes often plunge him into the deepeft diftrefs. En-
{laved to the idolatry of gold, the cngﬂtﬁpu'man is a {tranger
t0 the pleafures of a benevoleut heart,and to the fweet chari-
ties of focial life, His mind lofes thofe manly fentimens and
feelings which adorn human na. “ve ; and he becomes callous
o every other gratification but the gloomy one of brooding
over his heaps of wealth, which he fears to lofe, and has not a
heart to enjoys The wife king of Ifrael draws an exquifite
piéture of fuch a charater, which we often fee exemplified

jn our days. ¢There is one alone, and there is not a fecond ;
yea, he hath neither child nor brother: yet there 1s no end of

all his labour: neither is his eye fatisfied with riches; nei.
* ther faith he, for whom do I labour and bereave my {oul of
good? This is alfo vanity ; yea, itis a fore travail.” Now
from this fruitlefs vanity, this fore travail, religion faves her
difciple, by giving him a right eflimation of this world, and
fixing his higheft affe@ion on God and things above. The
Chriftian is no longer under bondage to worldly paffions.
He feels himfelf but a pilgrim here ; his eternal home and in-
heritance are in heaven.

There is no paflion more univerfal amonglt mankind than
pride. It is that fpirit by which ‘men think more highly of
themfelves than they ought to think,” and treat with negli-
gence and contempt thofe whom they account their inferi.
ours. It was probably the firlt fin that entered into God’s
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‘ereation; and certainly made a principal part of that ‘tranf.
grefiion by which our firlt parents involved themfelves and
their pofterity inruin. Every man condemns it; yet every
qman cherifhes it in his bofom, until it is banifhed by the {pirit
of devotion. It would be ealy to fhow the abfurdity of pride,
:and how peculiarly odious it is in the fight of God. Butl
am at prefent principally concerned with its tendency to the
unhappinefs of its fubje€t:. And this is indeed very great.
Mankind take pleafure in wounding and mortifying a proud
Apirit ; and its morbid and exceflive fenfibility expofes it to be
pained by the flighteft affronts. Befides, as -pride diflikes to
.own a fuperior, ur even an equal, and as there are.fo many of
this temper, it muft evidently be a fource of endlefs feuds
and contentions, Hence the wife man obferves, ¢ only by
pride cometh contention ; yea, pride goeth before deftructi-
on, and a haughty f{pirit-before a fall.” Perhaps there are no
pangs fo exquifitely keen as thofe of wounded and fallen
pride. And I think the providence of God often feems to fix
efpecial marks of his difpleafure upon this impious paflions
s Better is it,’ therefore, ¢ to be of an humble fpirit with the
lowly, than to divide the {poil with the proud.” The humble
fpirit is a {pirit of peace and quietnefs, While ¢ God refifts
the proud, he gives grace’ of evey kind ¢ to the humble.” He
who thrufts not himfelf forward into the general conteft for
preeminence will efcape its folicitudes and difappointments.
He who ¢ walks humbly with his God’ will not find his happi-
nefs much affefed by the neglet or the difefteem of men.
Now this happy temper is an effential part of genuine piety.
The whole gofpel of Chrift is calculated to make us meek and
Jowly : humility is the leading charalteriftick of a Chriftian,
Very nearly allied to pride is ambition: by which I do not
:mean the thirft of political power merely; but allo that uni-
verfal reftleMaefs and difcontent of mankind with the ftations
and circumftances in which divine providence has placed
them, and their painful firuggles to imitate and outdo their
meighbors in a thoufand things which have no ¢onnexion
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with the real wantsor fubftantial happinefs of human life.
This Spirit has often beén made the theme of wit and ridi-
cule ; but it is not to be reétified by fatire. It pervades eves
ry rank and every fituation; and 1is certainly a fruitful fource
of unhappinefs. It fills the mind with envy, a feeling as pain,
ful as it is abominable. ' From this bufy and endlefs turmoil
the pious man efcapes. Feeling himfelf an heir of immortal
glory, he looks with a juft indifference on the frivolous and
fleeting diftinétions of worldly wealth, magnificence and pow-
er. *“Ihave learned,’ faid ence a poor, defpifed, perfecuted
difciple of Chrift, who had formerly moved in a very differ-
ent {phere ; < I have learned, in whatfoever ftate I am, there-
with to be content.”

Once more : how general amongft men is the fpirit of re-
venge on the reception of an injury : a difpofition unhappy in
itfelf, and calculated to aggravate and to multiply injuries
without end. What extenfive and dreadful calamities have

often arifen from trifies, which a forbearing and forgiving
{pirit would have fuffered to die away at the beginning, but
which impatient refentment fanned into a flame. He who
cherifhes malice in his heart may poffibly make its objeét
miferable ; but he inevitably makes himfelf fo, whether his
malice be gratified or not. The Author of our frame has or.
dained that our malevolent paffions thould carry a part of their
punifhment in their very exercife ; and that the infliftion of
vengeance, [o eagerly defired, fthould fpeedily recoil in bitter-
nefs on the revengeful. Now our holy religion abfolutely def-
troys the fource of all thefe evils. It requires us moft care.
fully ¢ to follow peace with all men’; to forbear from every
fentiment of malice and retaliation of injuries; ¢to pray for
enemies’, and ¢ to overcome evil with good’. And the injunc._
tions are enforced by a motive impreflive to the mind beyond
all comparifon. ¢ Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted,
forgiving one another, even as God for Chrilt’s fake hath for=

given you’,
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With thefe brief illuftrations. I muft di{mifs this part of the
fubjeét. You will purfue it in your own refleftions as far as
youpleafe. And the more you confider it the more highly will
you value the gofpel of Chrift, which delivers us from all thefe
¢ yanities and vexations of {pirit, by withdrawing our hearts
from every exceffive attachment to this world,. and’ fixing
them upon a treafure pure, perfet, and everlalting, referved
for us in heaven. 9% .

A third argument to prove the happy tendency of piety, is
the pleafure of an approving con{cience, contrafted with the
mifery of confcious guilt. |

Y God has implanted in our nature a melt important faculty,
by which we are led to compare our thoughts, words, and ac«
tions with a ftandard of duty, and to perceive, with confcious
pleafure or pain, their agreement or difagreement. This fa.
culty we call conlcience, or the moral fenfe. And its decifions

; are generally much enforced by the intimate reference they

bear to the approbation or difapprobation of God, and to that
vetribution which we are to receive at his hands in a future
world. Confcience is not indeed an infalible guide in matters
of right and wrong. There are, however, many points of duty
immediately and intuitively evident ; and of many others the
difcovery is almolt unavoidable, Hence confcience is never
without means to exercife its power. It follows the wicked
man wherever he goes ; for it is in faft himfelf. It reproves
thofe dark iniquities which he conceals from every human
eye ; corrodes his gayelt pleafures with the gall of felf-con-
demnation ; and turns the down of his pillow into thorns of

torture, How often have the pangs of remorfe thrown a

gloom of darknefs and diftrefs over all the glory of the finner !

How often have the apprehenfions of divine vengeance renders

ed life itfelf an intolerable burden, and pr-f::-mptf:d the defpair-
ing wretch to caft it impioufly and violently away ! ¢ the {pirit
of a man will bear his infirmity ! but a wounded fpirit’ a fpirit
wounded with guilt and overwhelmed with the wrath of Goda
¢ who can bear’! And though many live in fin without this
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lively fenfibility or extreme anguifh : yet there are few who
do not in fome degree feel the lafhes of guilt. And the few
who have their confciences feared, through long and uninter»
rupted profperity in the ways of fin, gain nothing by this tems
porary and fatal fecurity. Sooner or later the awful reality
of their fituation muft be féen and felt. It is literally true, as
a general rule, that by the harraffing influence of irregular ap_
petites and paffions, the rebukes of confcience, and the terrible
prnfpe&.nf death and judgment, ‘the wicked are like the troa-
bled fea when it cannot reft, whofé waters caft up mire and
dirt. There is no peace, faith God, to the wicked.”

The gofpel gives peace to the confcience by applying ¢ the
blood of fprinkling’ for our pardon, and by l2ading us to the

love and praétice of univerfal righteoufnefs. For this is ef-
fentially the prevailing charaéter of every Chriltian. By thefle
means he is reftored to peace with God, and with himfelf.
Confcience is to him no longer an accufling enemy, but a friend-
ly monitor, and a minifter of the pureft delight. The pious
man, though he relies upon nothing but the mercy of God 1
Chrilt for eternal life, yet taltes a facred pleafure in the appro-
bation of God and-of his own mind. He covets no extenfive:
theatre for the difplay of his virtues to applauding multi-
tudes; but is fatished with that honour which comes from:
his heavenly Father and from his own unbribed jadgment-
Amidit the troubles of life, under the milconftruétions of the
ignorant and reproaches of the malicious, the fimple confcie
cufnefs that he has done his duty, and approved him[elf to.
the great and righteous Judge, bears him.up with unfhaken

fortitude and tranquility. An approving conlfcience is a cona
tinual fealt, ¢ Our rejoicing,’ fays the Apofile, “is this, the
teftimony of our confcience that in fimplicity and godly fince=

city, by the grace of God, we have had our converfation in

the world.” Who that has wifdom to make aright judgment

of happinefs would exchange the {unfhine of his own_ breall,
and the (miles of Heaven, for the empoifoned bowl of finful

plealurc Z Can any thing more fully exhibit the ablurdity and.
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-y of fin, than the confideration that it involves the finu._e

in a perpetual warfare with himfelf, as well as with his
Creator ?

Surely this, one argument in favor of a pious and virtuou,
life, briefly as I have handled it, ought to be deemed fuffici.
ent to decide the caufe. And here I will clofe the the prefent
letter, by fubfcribing myfelf &c,

' PHILANDER.

i =l

ORIGINAL LETTERS.

e 2o
LETTER 72
nd,

Your letter afforded me more plemiuic, 1 aare Tay, than

you expected it would when you wrote it, It not only revis
ved in my mind a recolle&ion of many pleafing occurrences,

and gave me a farther evidence of that candor and friead{hip
which you poflefs in fo large a meafure, and which is fo agree”
able to me; but likewifle corfirmed me in the opinion that
you have fome f{erious impreffions on your mind about rex
ligion. I hope you find your thoughts frequently exercifed
on a fubject, to which, it is poflible you may remember, they
were once very averfe. Your being ¢ more than ever con=
vinced that there is no lafting happinefs in this life,” I trulk
was the refult of deliberate refleflion, and not a haflty conclus
fion drawn from the circumflance of being feparated froms
your friends, however dear they may be to you, and however
defirable their company. For a firm perfuafion of this im=
portant truth, will have an undoubted tendency to direct your
mind, which is continually alpiring after happinefs, to feek it
in fomething beyond this life, where it cannot be found bug
by enjoying the favor of God, and being poflefled of true reli,

gion. But permit me to alk you, if you pollcfs the fame fentie
¢
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