


s and _ it e, felt” compelled, by a
of ‘duty, to expose the-faets, and then leave it to the
65 tb ‘take their own:cdurse on the subject. - If 1 bave
o1] shoald be glad to be-corrected ; but 1 have yet
ior. I have never' intimated or*felt ‘a desire to

iente ol the absenice of the unfermented fiuit of the vine ;-1
‘have'sapposedithe facts, with regard to the: impositions practis-
ed on'the chutches;  would induce them 1o look to ‘the ‘matter,
piocure the pirest wine that could be had, and perliaps in the
enid; sectre the “fiuit/of the-vine,” in a state free from aleo-
6 which; T conclude, no professing christian ‘counld bave
the least objection. - o U0 Tt
- On retiring from the office of chairman of the-executive
- committee: of - the ' New-York: State  Temperance: Society,. I
placed ‘at the disposal ‘of the members of :the committee; the
following letters and statements: - s
* > To the Ez. Com. of the N. Y. State Tem. Society
You are doubtless aware that about one year since the pub-
lic mind was much excited, and the friends of temperance
much alarmed,.in consequence-of & report becoming prevalent
that [ was opposed. to'the use of wine at the Lord’s Supper.
The rumor -onee set ‘on foot, spread throughout the Union, and
has caused me much trouble. T came out, some time after
the report became current, with a disclaimer, but I have dis-
covered that very many wanm fiiends of temperance were not
satisfied with it, and were still under an impression that there
were grounds for_ the charge. Now that Iam about retiring
- from the station of Chairman of the Ex. Com. of the N. Y.
S. Temp. Society, I feel it due to the society, the cause, and
myself, that a statement of the case, as a part of the history
of the temperance cause, should be laid before you, to be used
at your discretion. . . ' _
On my return to Albany, from aitending the Buffalo Con-
vention, I found. that it was almost universally believed, that
1 was opposed to the use of wine at the Lord’s Supper.——
Knowing that I had never given the least ground for such a
belief, I concluded it best to leave it to time to correct the un-
founded report. My silence appeared to give strength to the
charge, until I felt” compelled to inquire into the origin of it.
I soon ascertained that Joseph Alexander, Esq., president of
 the trustees of the Rev. Dr. Sprague’s church, and of which
' Twas a member, was circulating the report under the entire

{ this Liord’s Supper: suspended, - in  .colise- -

' conviction of its truth, and giving the Rev. Dr. Sprague as
-~ his 'authorily ; "who' gave as ‘his; the:Rev:-Dr.-Snodgrass, of
Troy.' ‘Recollecting’ that' ‘

- deidtood; Td

drt‘iress'e‘dr hifdf‘y_‘,h:é. following lettei, -

et C e @ Saturday morming, July 18 1835.°
it DEak Sir-It is:reported ingthis,i-ciétry’-,;iéﬁ%yc;u"r' name

';ha:_s_;]q;_aen-‘-handﬁd me 38 the author, ;that 1:had ,expressed an .

.-opinion to you against the use.of wine at, the Lord’s Supper, ;

1 feel-‘confident - that .there is _some  mistake. in this, as you

* . never could have sanctioned such an unfounded c':‘}iiarg'e: I
-, T recollect right, ourwhole conversation on the subject, was
with' regard to the 'kind of ‘wine. I gave it as zﬁ'y"c}pinidh,

.,-_z;o'cdn_ﬁd_énce' in this view of the case;
. C e Yours with gredt respeet, -0
T - “EDWARD C. DELAVAN>
X The Rev.. Dr. Snodgrass replied as follows: . e
DI S st S Troy, July 20, 1835,

“Dear Sir—I have this moment )‘eceisx/rjedyf)yur‘létter from
the office.  You-are right in supposing, that there must be
some mistake in relation’ to the matter to which it refers. I
did say in a circle of fiiends, consisting I believe of three
clergymen, that you had expressed to me the conviction that
Jermented wine Is ‘a mocker,” and ought not to be used.—
But T recollect distinetly, that the question was then asked;
“What would be proper as a substitute? and that I repIied’
¢ The unfermented juice of the grape” This was my under-
standing of your opinion, and I feel confident that ] have not
represented it differently.

- 1 feel interested in the discussion of this subject, and have
taken part in many conversations concerning it ; but aware of
the state of the public mind, I have endeavored to be very
careful in repeating the opinions and expressions of others. I
have-paid some attention to the subject You pointed ouf to me
as-discussed in the Intelligencer, and think that the line which
the writer endeavors to draw between the two Hebrew words -
- which'are translated ¢wine,” will not answer.in all cases.—
Since the discussion has commenced, however, we shall, no
doubt, arrive at the truth on this point eventually. ’

S % Very sincerely, your friend,

R 7 “W.D. SNODGRASS”

examine the subject: you said you would, ‘altheugh you had*

Troy..’ | léx hat'I"had had & 'conversation with the’
latter' gentleman, -and: fearing that Imight have been misuri--

that unfermented wine was ‘the proper kind.: Iirged you'to*




got it off the table
I stated“to Mr.

| eks ago, Dr. Snodgrass called upon e, and ir
‘Conversation with, him. I incidentally mehtioned that T had’no
doubt,}the_gténdehgy.-qf the ‘present..icvement . was to excluds’

: (PR i -,.-.m'p.\ V2 a e gt . 7
- ‘wine from the Communion ; “to which he replied, that Mr, De

ed, that he had xio doubt- there would :be.a . resplution to that,

. effect at the approaching convention 4t Buffalo. "Thé first te-. 3
- mark; viz::that. you went for the’ exclusion of .all but, unfer:. .

mented: wine from the Communion; I .repeated. in the hearing-

“ of M., Alexander simply . as-a: matter, of fact’;. not:dreaming; - -

that 1-was saying any thing . which could possibly be offensive:

to:you,.or;which you wotld not yourself be willing.to proclaim.

from the house'top. .. Mr. Alexandet, it séems, in Tepeating the ,

remark to Mr. Norton or Mr. Bacon, varied from the original, -
statemnent so far.as to speak of wine without any-qualification ;

and.though 1 have no doubt the omission.was unintentional, .
yet I would suggest whether:it might not be defended, or at.
least palliated;. on the ground that the expression. he actually,

used would be winderstood to:imply every thing which we have: -

beeh.accustomed to speak of-—may I not say, which you your-

~ gelf, up to avery recent period, ‘have been accustomed to, speak,
of--as wine ;: and yet nothing but-what your. would be.dispos:
ed to!reject from ‘the Lotd’s: Supper. . ‘Whether Mr, Alexa )
der’s version.of the inatter, that :you had:declared for the ex:
clusion of wine from the Communion, using the word without
- explanation, iy tlie serise in which it has always been under:
- stood, atleast in this community, or your version of it 10" Mr

. has not been

‘have:
- lavan had told hiw-an hour befors, that he was prepared:toigo -
for the exclusion of ‘all ‘but unfermented wine; that he had’
not always been of that opinion; but:had now come to-it fully
and if I-mistake not; Dr. S. remarked, that Mr.. Delavan.add:; -

“in Albany, it was thought unadvisable to,come o

Communiony meaning,
generally |

u‘;gﬁx}n.’.ﬁ‘i i

Ty real opinions:proclai
the present ‘case/ the whole publié: m

my feslings outraged. ‘It fests with you and Mr.
brothers,  fo: fake' suchis to disal

e h. iS Rttt Foriary !

Sprague’s letter. Idare say that I stated to Dr:.
that as.it was pretty well understood that the fruit
rather than ‘the ‘fruit of the vine, was'in general.u
churches in ‘the land,. there might be some action. at
as to the kind of 'wine that should be used at the
nance of the Lord’s Supper.;. But to;shew you what §
views . on the question,:as connected with the mperaice of-
ganization, were, the resolitions which I drew up in Albany,

* to.be submitted to.the business committee at Buffalo, were

headed with 2 strong.one, disavowing on'the part of the ten-
perance organization  any -intentioh of interferitig with  the
comtnunion. question. . 'This was apptoved by the Bx. Cora,
at. Albany, but was hot brought hefore the convention, for-the
reasoft that, the chairman of the bnsjness committee thought
it was not called for. " As I had to admit that T had prepared
it to silence a rumor that had recently cominenced circulatitg’ -
t.beforé the




- cumentof & one-sided character; I wish to give you an oppor- .

%1 remain, gentlemen,
“Truly and affectionately
e, CEDWARD'C, D

+:'The Cormittee resolved to- place these d
permanent: records of the society, in conseq
understood -that Dr., Sprague.considered :hi
which led to the following correspondenc

Albary,Nov..29th, 183

o the Rev. Dr, Spracux,

*-Deat Sirl<I hear, frequently, that you consider yourself
. aggrieved by what you have termed.my: ¢e Tparte! statenient,
-made to the Executive ( omumittee of; the New-York State .
“"Temperance Society; on y retiring from'it, relative to thie re- -
port that became almost aniversal, “that I was opposed |to the
uise ‘of \wine at-the: Lord’s' Supper:: That/- you may' jadge
whether I’ have'made an"1incandid ‘statement, 1. enclose it
1o you.. . My object was to'makeé it and leave it with.the Coms-
mittee, to do with it as they:thought best: «/They decided that -
it was due _to]*in‘g-,:indfthe-causé-‘f.hatsitEtéhduld'be--placpd-ion the = :
records of ‘the’ society: = If you-discover-any thingin.the do-

tunity to expose it; 4s

it; as T desire truthi'to be made manifest; even,
if T'am' to:be placed in the wrong by it. Iam willing that
any reply you m; y, make should also be recorded on the books
of the soclety, or that the documetit, ‘with‘your reply, be pith-

lshed in the next Intelligencer. =" 7 0 © o s | wishes of the friends of temperance or 6f those who have ex--
o permit e to'make obe or' twvo vetarks in ‘addition o |+ pressed themiselves as T have stated. Their 4im never hag
youre of 23d July. You'theré state that Mr: Mlexinderhad - |~ froit, tomeel any thing’ for the ‘¢ Fruit of ‘the Vifis? but
pot e Tous bt stilldtrongly gmatethat Twasreally |y nwrodics the bese Akl 1 ahe < Fruit of the ine;
opposed to the use of wine at the Lotd’s Suppet, because 1 hiad: R0t a matter of astonishment that so Little hor :
expressed an opinion to Dr. Snodgrass in favor of the use of rires ' N e ol

; ressed at the facts developed, swhich- h oW
the unfermented fruit of the Vine; -which you admit to be-a ggf]ite t?lat ':tzrggghbgiggio vaich dave she

.- that it was it the friit of the ine, and aléo their ardent de-
[+ 8ir€ to obtain the unfermente wine; agsoon as it could be had.
- In your fears'for. the: cormuiion; which, I have no doubt, you':

 thought- well founded, you have, I am sure, mistaken th

proper substance -for that sacred ‘ordinance ; for in your lettet ok
1o Professor - Studrt, you'say: IS readily ‘admitied ‘that - E Vine while

ot ‘has been. mani- |

there is nothing in thelanguage which our’ Saviour ised festod i o hce o th sion’ as to- the ki R R
LT e W LR LANGUA e 10, ol - - : : kind of wine ;
wn the original institution of the Lord’s Supper; fromwhick: : S g ‘ !
it can be determined whether it was Jermented wine, or the: - “You are aware, that not nly bef :épbn i

. unfermerited juice of the grdpe; which. was ‘used on that
oceasion, as the fruit of the vine may legitimately mean
either?” o T T PR IREER I
~“ Previous to my. conversation -with Dr. 'Snddgra'ss';{ [ had =

physicians in-the

‘church, I recéived,
actically'illustrating o

- Was circlated; ds'a comminicant in’

through your own kands, the cup,’

.y real views, e e B
- “In closing, permit me, in'the spirit of kindness,
singlé question ; .and that i, whether it wonld not " h:

been ihiformed by one of the'most respectable







