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And unto one he gave flve talents. —MATTHEW 25: 15.

It is a beautiful feature of the creation that uniformity every-
where blends with itself variety. The stars that light up so bril-
liantly the evening sky, bear to a superficial gazer substantially
tlie same appearance ; and yet astronomy, not less than Christi-
anity, has certified to us the fact that “ one star differeth from
another starin glory.” The landscape which at first opens upon
13 merely as an extended field of verdure and brightness, reveals
‘o @ closer inspection a thousand variegated tints, each of which
s a legitimate subject both of reflection and of admiration. The
rebbles of the brook, the flowers of the field, the trees of the
turest, each of the various formns, both of mineral and vegetable
existence, possess common properties, while yet each particular
:pecimen is, in some respects, different from every other. The
whole auimal creation has something in common, and each of the
several tribes hasmore; but here again, whether you compare the
iribes, or the individuals composing the tribes, there is no end
*» the diversity which they exhibit. And what is trne of the in-
zrior orders of being, is true of man also: wherever you find
:m, you tind him in all his essential characteristics the same ;
:ad yet needl say, that he ranges from a little above the brute
v a little below the angel ? :

This inequality that pervades the human race, is one of the les-
-a3 conveyed by the parable in which we find the text ;—I mean
e parable of the talents. And in the text itself there is a refer-

ace to the highest number of talents ever bestowed ;—in other
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words, to an individual most highly favored in respect to both
character and condition. What constitutes the distinction here -
referred tof

I answer, it is the possession, in an eminent degree, of what-
ever may be used for the benefit of ourselves and our fellow-
creatures, or for the glory of God. Let us glance at two or
three of its leading elements.

Imay mention, first, high intellectual endowments ;—a mind
originally constituted with extraordinary powers, and subjected
to the most vigorous and efficient culture. I may mention also
a highly favored moral constitution;—that native encrgy that
never tires, that native frankness that knows not how to dis-
semble ;—that native generosity and sympathy that respond in-
stinctively to every tale of woe. And then there is the image of
the heavenly deeply enstamped upon the soul by the Spirit of
God ; there are the Christian graces shining out with unwont-
ed attraction ; there are the fervent breathings of a spirit which
lives in the atmosphere of Culvar?r or at the foot of the throne.
And last of all (for I will not include in the present estimate
‘great riches, however legitimately they might be included),
there is the providential arrangement of circumstances favorable
not only to the highest development, but to the most usetul ap-
plication, of the various faculties ;—an arrangement at once
creating facilities and supplying inducements to beneficent ac-
tion. Wherever you ﬁnfl an individual in whom these various
characteristics meet,—one who possesses a richly endowed
mind, and a noble spirit, and an exalted Christian character, and
who withal occupies a station of dignity and influence, there you
find one possessing the five talents. 1Ie stands upon an emin-
ence which few ever reach. He is among the greater lights in
the firmament of illustrious minds. |

It may perhaps occur to you that I amscarcely warranted in -
speaking of eminent piety in this connexion asa talent, inasmuch
as the parable takes for granted that the several talents reterred
ta, whatever they may be, are not only all to be accounted for,
but areliable to be perverted,and thus to bring condemnation and
ruin to their possessor. 1 do not use the text in so strict a sense
as this objection would seem to imply. My object is to consider
it, not chiefly iHustrating human responsibility, but as pointing
to the highest style of human character ;—to character considerec
as the production not of nature only, but of grace. Every good
gift that we receive,—everything that is fitted to advance either
our happiness or our usefulness, comes from God: and surcly that
richest of all gifts,—the gifts of an exalted piety, i3 not only to be
referred to thesame infinite benetactor, but is to be referred to him
in a far higher sense than any other of his favors; for while these
are to be regarded as the fruit of his common bounty, that in-
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volves more immediately the sacrifice of his Son and the agency
of his Spirit. .

But if all the talents that men receive come from God,—if
evervthing that enters into an exalted character ig, in some sense,
the production of his agency, it is manifest that wherever such a
character is formed, He has his own purposes in reference to it.
It were presumptuous to suppose that we should be able to com-
prehend a/Z his purposes in respect to anything ; but some of the
ends which He designs to accomplish—actually does accomplish,
by raising a few individunals to an extraordinary elevation, we
may discover at a glance. I will specify two or three of them.

I say then, God designs by this part of the economy of his pro-
viderce, to exalt our conceptions of the dignity of human nature.

Think not, from the announcement of this thought, that I am
going to utter anything that is inconsistent with evangelical hu-
mility. Far be it from me to attempt to throw a veil over the dis-
order, the degradation, the ruin, that hath overtaken man, in
consequence of his having become a sinner.  All the Scripture
statements on this subject I would not only submissively reccive
but earnestly enforce as exhibiting the sad reality of our condi-
tion. But allow me to say there is danger that, from our being
conversant with man in his fallen state only,-and especially from
our being familiarized to the grosser effects of human depravity,
we may actually form too low an estimate of him as a piece of the
divine workmanship, may fail of exercising a due respect towards
cur own natare, may undervalue that inward germ of strength
and immortality, that susceptibility of being moulded into an
angel,that still remains, notwithstanding all the darkness and the
wreck that sin hath occasioned. I know notin what God hath
supplied a more effectnal antidote to this delusion, than in this
very arrangement which we are contemplating ; in planting here
and there in the intellectual and moral firmament a star of sur-
passing brightness, in which man may see as if reflected by a
mirror, the dignity of his own spirit. You have been contemplat-
ing man in that creature of ignorance, whose dark and chaotic
mind vou may interrogate,butit answers nothing; or in that crea-
rure of gensuality, whose whole life is a struggle to efface every
divine lineament from his soul ; or in that creature of vanity or
worldliness, who envies the butterfly the beauty in which he is
elothed, or the serpent the dust on which he subsists. Turn now
and contemplate this same being in one of the brighter forms of
tuman existence ; in some intellect that has been richly endowed
aad nobly trained,—in some heart that beats in generous and hal-
owed pulsations. Mark the kindling of the celestial fire,—the
vorking of the immortal energy. Now the faculty of reflection
s of reasoning is put in requisition ; and the remoter relations of
1ings are reached perbaps by one searching glance, and not im-
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probably new ficlds of thought are opened, in which theintellect
of the world may labor for an age. Now the memory is set at
work ; and behold it is giving forth, as from an inexhaustible
storehouse,treasures of knowledge and wisdom which we marvel
should have been accumulated within the compass of alife. And
again,the imagination begins to glow ; it soars into regions where
the eagle’s path is not known; it opens to our view worlds of its
own creation; it paints with a divine pencil, and in colors that
were mingled and prepared in Ileaven; it moves in a radiant
course to perform a glorious work. And while the intellectual
faculties act with such mighty power, the moral faculiies are
obedient to the dictates of truth and wisdom. There is a con-
science full of light and strer:gth,that would dictate the endurance
of the heaviest calaniity,rather than the commission of the lightest
wrong. And there is that highest forin of virtue, which indeed
incluﬁes every other, magnanimity : you can prescribe no sacrifi-
ces too great for it to submit to, no enterprizes too difficult for it to
accomplish, in behalf of sinning, suffering man. I am not point-
ing you to a perfect character,because the individual who bearsit
is yet upon earth ; and yet suci a character as [ have described,—
great intellectually, great morally, great spiritnally, sometimes
actually does appear,shining out from amidst all the world’s dark-
ness ; and I leave it to you to say whether every such character
is not a substantial witness for man’s inherent dignity.

And to what practical use, my friends, shall we turn this reflec-
tion ¢ Oh,is not the world full of beings, who have not learned
to respect themselves as the creatures of God and the heirs of im-
mortality # And even those of us who profess some higher appre-
ciation of the greatness of man’s nature, and who are accustomed
to think of him in his relations to God and eternity,—do not even
our views of this subject need to be corrected and elevated, that
we may labor both for ourselves and for others as the magnitude of
the case requires? Devotee of the world,idolater of fashion, crea-
ture of sensuality, bring before thee some illustrious model of
human excellence, and human greatness, and remember that the
same nature which thon art contemplating belongs to thyself also;
and say whether its noble faculties are not worthy of being trained
for a noble destiny ; whether thou art willing to remain 1n degra-
dation, when inteﬁigence and purity and the life everlasting may
be thy portion. Christian,hold the same object to ¢y thoughts,—
a fellow creature whom God hath made great both by a ereating
and arenovating power; and then look abroad upon themultitude
who are meanly and madly pouring contempt on God’s workman-
ship in their own persons, and say whether it is not worth a
§reater effort than thou hast yet put forth, to elevate themn to their
egitimate dignity, and render them suitable companions for the
angels. Nay, turn thine eye inward, and inquire whether thou
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art doing enongh for the cultare of thine own spirit ;—whether
it be not chargeable to thee as a fault, that thou art so inferior in
knowledge and holiness and dignity to some who share the same
patuare, live in the same world, and have been trained substan-
tially under the same influences with thyself.

Another reason why God raises a few members of the human
family so much above the rest is, that they may take the lead
in the great work of renovating the world.

That this world is hereafter to undergo a mighty moral change,
corresponding to the change from darknessto light, is ascertained
to us by the promise, and [ may add by the providence, of God.
The world even now is, to a great extent,a theatre of crime and
sutfering. Men deliberately invade each other’s rights, make war
upon each other’s happiness, shed each other's Dlood. Multi-
tudes cast out from their minds every thought of God: they abjure
allegiance to him as a sovereign ; they refuse to do homage to him
as a benefactor; and if not formally, yet virtually and in their
hearts, they vote him out of his own world. But this state of
things will not last for ever: it is to be succeeded ere long by the
universal reign of truth and virtue and happiness. The world
from having been an Aceldama will become an Edenj its winter
geason will be past; its storms will be over and gone ; the Hea-
vens will bow themselves to smile npon it and commune with it,
as aregencrate world ; and myriads will shout forth their thanks-
giving that God has fulfilled his Fromise in creating a new earth.

But thie change, vast as it will be, is to be accomplished by
human instrumentality. Ifnothing more than the fact thatitis to
occur,had been revealed to us,we should have expected no doubt
that God would come forth in the majesty of a miraculous agenc
for its accomplishment ; but instead of that, he sets his own chil-
dren at work, and he works in all their efforts, and one of the
brightest honors which they will wear in Heaven, will be that
theyv had been joined with him in the blessed co-operation. But
while the whole sacramental host of God’s elect are thus put in
requisition, and while the labors of even the weakest and the
humblest may be turned to good account, each one laboring in
his proper sphere, it is manifest that there are needed for the con-
duct of this enterprize,spirits endued with unwonted discernment
and energy and purity ;— bright and heroic minds that can com-
prehend the whole world in their benevolent regards, and diffuse
their influence everywhere, like the breath of the morning. And
as we actnally find some individuals of this exalted character,w/o
can doubt that they are raised up for this very end ; that they ful-
fil their mission chiefly by concentrating and directing the ener-
gics of the charch for the redemption of the world ?

Need I say that the position which I have here taken, is illus-
tratcd and confirmed by the whole history of the race. No.
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great enterprize hasever been projected and brought to asuccess-
ful issue, but that some master-spirit has been identified with it.
‘Who but Abraham laid the foundation of the Jewish economy 1
Who but Moses carried the people of Israel through the wilder-
ness, and became the permanent law-giver of the nation? Who
but Joshua conducted the enterprize that secured theirsettlement
in Canaan? Who but Solomon built the temple? Who but Paul
gave the decisive impulse to Christianity, which was so quickly
felt to the ends of the earth? Who but Luther and a few illus-
trious associates, crected the standard of the Reformation, and
carried terror and trembling to the very heart of the Papal power?
‘Who but Washington delivered our country from politica‘ thral-
dony, and gave us a name among the tree? Who but Wilbertorce
stopped the trattic ot the British nation in immorality,and finally
brought about the deliverance of the slave? In these several
cases, there was indeed a multitude of hearts beating, and a multi-
tude of hands employed for the accomplishment of the respective
objects ; and yet there was not a pulsation nor a movement but
the ruling spirit animated and directed it. Those great men
were the primary agents ; and can we doubt that He who made
them great, made them so in reference to the work which he
had designed for them ¢

AnotherreasonwhyGod thus distingnishes some of his creatures
is,that mankind may have the benefitof a pure and lofty example.

There is a power in example which we are all ready enough to
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acknowledge, but which perhaps none of us suitably appreciate;
and it may reasonably be (iuestioned whether most men do not ©

actually accomplish as much of good orevil by this insensible in-

fluence, as by any course of direct and positive effort. A good

example produces an atmosphere in which virtue flourishes and

vice decays ; whereas a bad example represses the energics of

virtue, and gives to vice a more deadly luxuriance. The world
in its present state would seem to have a feartul preponderance of
selfishiness and iniquity ; and there needs to be a strong counter-
acting influence to prevent the farther progress ot evil, and espe-

cially to advance the great cause of human renovation. When- °

ever a man distinguished for his greatness and goodness appears,
there are multitudes who take knowledge of him that he 1s good

and great; and God means that what he does and what Le is, -

ghall be copied into the habits, the characters, of those who -

come within the range of his influence. One end for which the
Son of God descended from Heaven was, that there might be in
this dark world one perfect example ; and can we doubt that his
design in raising up those who share in human imperfection and
depravity, and yet approach nearest to the perfect standard, is to
bring true greatnessin contact with our verysenses,so that we may

always have before us specimens of what man may become, even
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before he reaches the fulness of the stature of a perfect person
in Christ.
" Itisan evidence of divine wisdom that each succesive genera-
tion has its own illustrious examples, besides having, to a great
extent, the benetit of those which have gone before. History em-
balms a few of the noblest mindsof every age; and though they
may have passed off the stage centuries before we came upon it,
fet in the record of what they were, we cansit at their feet and
earn from them lessons of exalted wisdom. We cannot, how-
ever, zain such vividimpressionsfrom the dead asfrom theliving;
aud Lience the living greatand good are alwaysamong us;—if not
the greatest and the best, yet those who far exceed the ordinary
mark of human endowment and attainment. Letthesilent teach-
ers of the past then be duly reverenced ; let every monument of
what they were besacredly cherished and diligently studied ; let
their very graves be resorted to as places where Wisdom’s voice is
heard :—but let uskeepour eye upon the living as long as we can;;
and when the grave claims them, let it be our privilege to reflect
that they have donethat for us which death cannot undo,and that
we have a treasury of hallowed recollections and impressions de-
rived from our observation of their example, which arealready in-
corporated among the elements of our virtue and our bliss.
And yet another reason,—thelast which Ishall mention,—why
some individuals are thus specially honored of God, is, that by
their departure from the world, they may render Heaven more
attractive to us as the gathering place of illustrious minds.
Here where faith exists in so much imperfection, we need all
the help that we can command to enable ns to gain even a feeble
impression of the things that are not seen and are eternal. Re-
velation hasindeed carried her light up to the gate of Heaven,—
nay to the very throne of God; but even where her light is the
strongest, she has left mysteries that will yield only to the expe-
rience of the glorious future. When I have gathered from God’s
word all those bright passages that are designed to tell me what
Heavenis,and whenI havereverently and earnestlyinquired con-
cerning the sublime import of each, I feel that my conceptions of
that glorious world are infantile and unworthy ; and I anticipate
withjoy theday whenthisseeingthrougha glassdarklyshallmake
way ftor the higher privilege of seeing face to face. But mean-
while I knownot howto strengthen my impressions of the reality
aud glory of that world better, than by contemplatinﬁ it as the
resting place of those exalted minds, in whose light I have been
privileged here to linger. 'Who does not look towards Ileaven
with more veneration and rapture, because Abraham and Moses
and David and Paulare there; becauseall thegreatand good who
have comeout of thetribulationsof the world are there ; especially
because the Son of God, part of whose history relates to a sorrow-
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ful sojourn and a mighty work on earth, is there # They haveall
lived and labored and suffered here ; and here the history of many
of them remains; and here theirinfluence is still felt; nay,if the -
Saviour himself and two of the old saints be excepted, each one of
them is still represented on earth by apart of hisown person; for
their dust is here in the keeping of the Resurrection and the Life,
waiting to be re-collected and fashioned like unto Christ’s glorious
body. Oh,brethren,docs not this reflection inake Heaven so real
that everything clse seems shadowy ¢ Does it not bring it so near
that we seem to be refreshed by its gales, to be entranced by its
melodies? Does it not give us such a sense of its glory, that we
are sometimes ready to say in the spirit of a holy impatience,

“Fly swifter round ye wheels of time,

And bring the welcome day ?”

Yes, ve illustrious minds, sharers with us of a common nature,
ve were inhabitants of the earth once, but ye are inhabitants of

Leavennow; andourhopeoflleavenisthericherandthesweeter,
because we know that ye are of the number of its gloritied
population,

One of earth’s most gifted and vencrable mindshas just passed
away to mingle in the scenes beyond the veil.  Scotland was the
country of his birth, and the immediate field of hislabors ; and to
her will belong the honor of building his sepulchre, and of giving
up his venerable dust into the Redeemer's hands at his secon )
coming. DBut his name, his character, his influence, she cannot
monopolize ; they belong to the world ; and they will deseend as
an inlieritance through all coming generations.  And let mesay -
that, as his life belonged to the world, so does his death alsoj—a
fact impressively demonstrated by the air of deep sadness which .
the tidings of his death produce, wherever they circulate. It is

this feature in the dispensation,—the fact that alight has heen ex-
tinguished that shone upon the whole world,—at least upon all
Protestant Christendom, that renders it a fitting service for us to
commemorate his exalted character ; and though I cannot suppose
that I am speaking to more than a very small number who have
ever heard his voice or scen hisface, I feel persaaded that Tamnot
sreaking to anindividual whois indifferent to the greatness of my -
theme ; not one who does not heartily respond to the sentiment
that the world has lost a benefactor. It is only a hurried and ex-
ceedingly imperfect notice that Ishall beabletotake of him; but
even though I should say nothing that is not familiar to all of you,
Ishall not regret having spoken ; for I shall at least have given
utterance to my own scnse of his exalted worth, and shall have
held up to your contemplation and imitation a character of
superlative excellence.
- Doctor CuaLMERs was born at Anstruther, a small village in
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Fifeshire, March 17,1780. His parents were worthy, respectable
}(‘»'eople, in the middle walks of life. Ilaving graduated at the

‘niversity of St. Andrews, he determined to devote himself to
thenlogy as a profession, though it would seem withont any ade-
quate sense of the nature of true religion, or the claims and re-
eponsibilities of the Christian ministry. After being licensed as
a preacher, he officiated, for some time, as assistant to a clergy-
man at Cavers, near Hawick ; but after a brief'sojourn there, he
removed to Kilmany in 1803, where he labored for several years,
and where occurred at least one of the most memorable events
of his life. It was nothing less. as he himself regarded it, than
a radical change of character. Previous to that period he seems
to have looked npon the duties of his profession as a mere matter
of official drudgery ; and not a smnall part of his time was devot-
ed to seience, particularly to the mathematies, to which his taste
more especially inclined him. But having been requested to
furnish an article for the Edinburgh Encyclopedia, on the evi-'
dences of divine revelation, in the course of the investigation to
which he was led in the prosecution of this effort, he was brought
into communion with Christianity in all its living and transform-
ing power. He not only became fully satisfied of its truth, of
which betore he had had only some indetinite and inoperative im-
pression, but he discerned clearly its high practical relations; he
surrendered himself to its teachings with the spiritof a little child;
he reposed inits gracious provisions with the confidence of'a peni-
tent sinner ; and from that hour to his dying hour, he gloried in
nothing save in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. He stood forth
before the world strangely unlike what he had ever been before.
There was a sacred fervor, an unearthly majesty, in all his utter-
ances, and all his writings. Scotland,Britain, the world, soon came
to look at him with wonder, as one of the brightest Inminaries of
his time ; as destined to exert a controlling influence upon the
aze, it not to mark an epoch in the world’s history.

It was of conrse impossible that such a mind as he had now
shown himself to possess,should remain buried in a comparatively
obscure country charge ; and hence we find that in the year 1815,
he was translated to the Tron church of Glasgow. His appearance
there awakened an intense interest throngh the whole city ; and
it was quickly found that there was a far higher eftect produced
by his ministrations than mere admiration ;—that the sword of
the Spirit, wielded with such unwonted energy, was doing its le-
gitimate work : for worldliness could not bear his rebukes; skep-
ticistin could not stand erect in his presence; while a pure and liv-
ing Chiristianity was constantly reproducing itselt'in the hearts of
some or other of his enchained auditors. It was in the ycar 1816
that he was called to preach before the King’s Commissioner, in
the Iligh Church in Edinburgh ; an occasion that was signalized
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by one of the most magnificent efforts which even A¢ ever put
forth. The discourse occupied what was then a comparatively un-
explored field,—the reciprocal relations of theology and astro-
nomy ; a subject upon which he afterwards poured still more
exuberantly the riches of his genius, in that incomparable volume
which has long since become, in its way, one of the wonders of
the world.

In 1819 he was removed to a new Church in the Parish of St.
Johns, where, for several years, he continued to exercise his
ministry with undiminished popularity and usefulness. In 1823
he accepted an appointment to the professorship of moral philo-
sophy in the University of St. Andrews; and though this was a
new sphere of labor, it was one for which his previous habits of
thoug‘nt had abundantly qualified him, and in which he acquit-
ted himself with the highest honor. In 1828 he was called to
the theological chair in the University of Edinburgh, which his

enius and piety continued to adorn and elevate, till 1343, when
e vacated 1t by reason of the disruption of the Church of Scot-
land. As he was the master spirit of that great movement in
the beginning, so it continued to engross his energies to the last.
He has since not only discharged the duties of a professor of
theology in the Free Church, but has been charged directly or
indirectly with almost every interest belonging to the new en-
terprize. Not a small Fnrtion of the Christian world will con-
cur in the opinion that his last labors were the most important
of his life ; and that there is no point from which his character
appears so glorious, as from amidst the sacrifices and struggles
that attended the disruption.

Notwithstanding he had reached a good old age, he had so
much of vigor and elasticity still remaining, that those who felt
most deeply the value of his life, ventured to hope that a few
more years at least might be added to it. But the tidings of his
death went forth as if a thunderbolt had burst from an uncloud-
ed sky. The week before, he had returned from a journey.
The day before, he had attended public worship. The evening
before, he had passed with his family. And that very morning
on which his spirit took its upward flight, his voice was to have
been heard in the supreme judicatory of the church. But he
came not from his chamber at the accustomed time, and the de-
lay awakened anxiety ; and when inquisition came to be made,
lo! the earthly tabernacle was all that remained! We might
have wished indeed that he could have been advertized before-
hand that death was approaching. We would fain have known
what were the last words which his lips would have uttered ;
what would have been the actings of such a mind as his, when
the glories of Heaven were shining down upon it through the
night-clouds of death. But who, after all, will say, that an



ON THE LIFE AND DEATH OF THE REV. DR. CHALMERS. 183

instantaneous transition may not have been better for Aim ;
that it was not the very highest privilege he could have
enjoyed, to be awakened from his slumbers by a voice saying,
“Come up hither?” I can imagine there was something of the
glory of a translation there. The bidding farewell to friends was
dispensed with ; the dying testimony to the valne of the gospel
was dispensed with ; the protracted physical agony that often at-
tends the last hour, the watching of the monster’s progress to-
wards the end of his work—all, all was dispensed with; and
that glorious mind had the passage of only one conscious
momeunt from earth to Heaven. Venerable saint, we thank God
for his goodness to thee in thy death, no less than in thy life!

The intellectual character of Dr. Chalmers was distinguished
chietly by its wonderful combination of the imaginative, the pro-
found, and the practical. It there be on earth, or has ever been, a
mind constituted with greater power of imagination than his, we
know not where to look for it. It might be represented by the
brilliancy of the sun, the beauty of the landscape, the terrific roar
of the cataract, the soft grandeur of the evening sky ; or rather
by all of them in exquisite combination. And because he was
g0 pre-eminent in respect to this quality, I am inclined to think
that some have underrated his morestrictly intellectual powers ;—
his ability to comprehendthe more distant bearings of things, or
to grapple with the subtleties of abstract philosophy : and they
have reached the false conclusion, on the ground that it were im-

iible that a mind so highly gifted in the one respect, should
mlike distingnished in the other. But if his productions may
be allowed to speak for him, I think it will be difficult to show that
he was not equally at home in the depths as in the heights ; and
some of his works,particularly that on Natural Theology,exhibit
the two qualities bYended in beautiful proportions. Ihesitate not
to say, that any man who could reason like Chaliners and do no-
thing else, or any man who could soar like Chalmers and do no-
thing else, or any man who could contrive and execute like
Chalmers, as is evinced by his connexion with the whole Free
Church movement, and do nothing else, would be a great man
in any country or in any age; but the union of the several facul-
ties in such proportion and in such degree, constitutes a char-
acter at once unparalleled and imperishable.

Nor were the moral qualities of Dr. Chalmers lessstriking than
the intellectual. The first thing that would occar to you on meet-
ing him, was his perfect simplicity and humility,—the absence of
everything that indicated even the conscionsness of his own su-
periority ; and this became nore and more a matter of admira-
tion, as it was seen in connexion with the kindling of his facul-
ties under the influence of some exciting topic. And then
there was a frankness, an honesty, which impressed itself upon
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you from the moment that he opened his lips; you felt that
you were in contact with a guileless spirit, that was incapable
of taking an unworthy advantage. There was a melting ter-
derness that vibrated quickly to every note of sorrow ; there
was a winning condescension that seemed to annihilate the dis-
tance between himselt and the huinblest visitor; there was a
noble generosity that cast a withering look upon everything
mean and selfish; and above all, there was a lotty enthusiasm,
which burned to his inmost soul, and which, perhaps more than
anything else, gave the complexion to his life. His counten-
ance, while in a'state of repose, might not have particularly
arrested your attention ; but when lighted up by thought and
feeling, it became quite another thing: it was a mirror that re-
flected all the graces of the mind, and all the graces of the
heart; and sometimes it was pervaded by such a flood of illu-
mination, that it wounld remind you of Stephen, whose face is
said to have shone like that of an angel.

Such being the intellectual and moral constitution of Dr.
Chalmers, it is not difficult to account for what he was in the
various spheres of Fublic action ; especially when it is borne in
mind that his faculties were thoroughly baptized with the spirit
of Christianity.

It were to be expected that such a man should be, as he ac-
tually was, a prince among orators. For his mind was a soil in
which great thoughts were produced spontaneously. It wasa
region of incomparable beauty, full of glorious images, that
seemed like so many reflections from the upper paradise. It
was a fountain of heavenly fire, that darted into other minds
withan irradiating and electric power. It is generally conceded
that the highest efforts of eloquence are the effects of sudden
and strong impulses, and so far at least as the language is con-
cerned, are unpremeditated ; for in a process of great mental
elaboration, neither the imagination nor-the sympathies are
likely to be enlisted. DBut with Dr. Chalmers it was quite other-
wise. He wrote nearly everything that he uttered ; but so well
balanced were the intellectual and the moral in his constitu-
tion, and so harmonious was the action of one part of his nature
with the other, that his most elaborate compositions were often
those into which were infused the deepest feeling, and which
in the delivery produced the highest effect. It you were to hear
a preacher described as doggedly chained to his manuseript,
with his head bowed towards it, with one hand keeping his
place, and with the other sawing the afr, yon might not im-
Erobably ask where such a man was to be fonnd, but it would -

e only that you might be sure to keep out of his way. And
yet this was the manner of Chalmers : but in spite of this man-
ner, he held his andience as by a spell : it was asif they were
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gazinz upon a dark clond, when the lightnings were playing
upon 1ts bosom; as if they were contemplating the waves of
the ocean borne mountain high on the wings of the tempest ; as
if they saw the heavens spanned with rainbows, whose varied
hues had gathered an overpowering lustre; as if Hell had ua-
bosomed herself, making her tortures visible and her wailings
audible ; as it Heaven had lifted her portals, and disclosed to
mortal vision her crowns and thrones, and whatever clse goes
to constitute her glory. I remember to have heard one of the
most intelligent men in Scotland, and yet not one who sympa-
thized with Dr. Chalmers in his religious views and feelings,
remnark, that he had heard from him strains of elognence, espe-
cially on one occasion on the floor of the General Assembly,
which not only greatly exceeded anything that he had ever
heard from any other person, but he fully believed equalled the
highest efforts of Demosthenes himself.

What has been said of the mental and moral qualities of this
great man, may farther explain to ns the fact that he was so
eminently a philanthropist. There was not a departinent of
homan want or woe that escaped his wakeful and discerning
eve; nor one which his circumstances allowed him to reach,
in which he was not an active and efficient laborer. He sym-
pathised with the slave under the wrongs which he suffered,
and lent his eloquent voice and eloquent pen for his redemp-
tion. He remembered the perishing heathen, and was the life
of every project for sending them the gospel, that was started
within his reach. He considered especially the cause of the
poor, in relation not only to their own intellectual and moral
education, but to the common benefit of the race; and to this
the energies of his great mind were especially directed. I do
nst undertake to pronounce upon the soundness of all the views
he may have held, or the expediency of all the measures he
may have urged, in connexion with this general subject; but
that he labored in this cause as if he were acting under the
intlnence of a ruling passion,—that in general he labored with
great wisdom as well as great energy, and that his labors tell
and will tell most benignly t.hrou§h many generations, both
upon his country and upon his race, I may assert anywhere with .
out the fear of contradiction. It required a heart full of love to
God and man, like his, to dictate the high purpose of giving so
much ot his life to the improvement of the humbler classes;
and it required the vast comprehension, the indomitable energy,
the untiring perseverance, the seraphic eloquence that he pos-
wssed, to contrive and put into operation that system of Chris-
tian economics which has already immortalized him as the
“enefuctor of the poor.

It were to be expected, moreover, that a mind like his should
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lend itself vigorously and cordially to the cause of religious
freedom ; and I bless God that he was not suffered to die, till
the honor of having achieved a glorious triminph in this cause,
was awarded to him. Isay not this in the spirit of party crimi-
nation, as if there were not in that memorable conflict great
and good men who saw with other eyes and acted another part,
and yet were honest in doing so. We are not to forget the
power of education, the power of habit, over the judgment and
even the conscience. Chalmers himself, during the greater
part of his life, was a very champion in the cause of ecclesias-
tical cstablishments; and I believe he held to the theory, in
some form or other, to the last ; and we scarcely marvel at it
when we remember that he was nursed in the bosom of an
establishment; that his earliest religious associations were
identificd with it; that it opened to him his field of labor, and
supplied him, to a great extent, with his means of nsetulness.
If you reproach him for his adherence to what you consider a
false eystem, you forget that he was a man, or rather you
virtnally assume to be more than a man yourself. But though
he had always defended the union of church and state up to a
certain point, believing as he did that this was most con-
ducive to the perpetuation and progress of true religion, yet
when he became satisfied that the state was assuming spiritual
dominion—was interfering with the liberty wherewith Christ
makes his disciples free, he instantly took the attitude of stern
resistance. He reasoned, he expostulated, he predicted results,
he poured his honest and glowing eloquence into the ear of
those who stood nearest the throne; but when all proved un-
availing, he bowed to the dictates of sovereign conscience, and
went out, weeping and yet rejoicing, the captain of a great host
of the Lord’s freemen. O, that was a day memorable in the
annals of religious liberty—a day that will bear witness to all
coming generations of tlze might and the majesty of christian
principle; and rely on it, it will be chronicled with the greater
glory, because it will associate itself for ever with his venerable
name. . _
It there has been a man of modern times of whom it may
be said emphatically that his field was the world, that man is
Dr. Chalmers. He wrought with mighty power upon the des-
tinies, not merely of a nation, but of Eis race. Scotland was in-
deed his immediate theatre ot action ; but such is the relation
that Scotland, as a fountain of intellectual and moral renova- -
tion, bears to the world, that every effort directed especially to
her improvement, vibrates in a thousand nameless influences
to the ends- of the earth. But he acted not only indirectly,
but directly upon other countries than his own. Wherever his
writings have circulated, (and they are household words where- -
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ever the English langnage is spoken) they have a powerful
thongh insensible agency in moulding and elevating human
character.

If 1 were to attempt an estimate of the influence of this won-
derful man, as it has been and is hereafter to be exerted upon
the world, I shonld speak first, of what he has done for the
cause of a pure Christianity. I should ask you to estimate, if
you could, the privilege of being able in a conflict with the
enemies of our holy religion, to point to one of such rare en-
dowments and such superlative excellence, and to say that he
accounted it his highest glory to be an humble learner in the
school of Christ. I should next refer to that noble vindication -
of the claim of Christianity to a divine origin, in the prosecu-
tion of which he first attained to an experience of its life-givin
energy, and in the study of which, misgiving and terror, an
finally conviction, have not unfrequently overtaken the boldest
skepticism. I should speak then of the wonderful charm with
which his eloquence hath invested evangelical truth, without
diminishing aught of its power ; of the just proportions iu which
he has brought out the various parts of the Christian system,
8o that each part sustains itslegitimate relation to every other,
and the whole is rendered the most attractive and the most
effective. I should undertake to show that to him more than
any other man belongs the honor of having established a goodly
fellowship between Science and Christianity ; for it was his
astronomical discourses that gave the first great impulse on
this subject to the popular mind ; and that was only the begin-
ning of a bright series of efforts which he directed to the same
object. I should dwell, moreover, upon the acknowledged fact
that he has set forth the Christian religion, not only as an emi-
nently spiritnal and practical, but an eminently intellectual
thing ; and that those who will have it that its doctrines are
the appropriate food of weak minds, may find in every part of
his writings 8 rebuke that should not only awe them into
gilence, but cover them with confusion.

But it would be an inadequate view of the extent of his influ-
ence which should include that only which he has done for the
cause of evangelical truth: to do justice to such a theme, it
would be necessary to trace out the practical workings of his
great mind in the general progress of human society ; more
particularly to ascertain the results of the plans which he pro-
jected, of the agencies which he originated, with a view to the
elevation of the lower classes. Especially would it be neces-
sary to illustrate the importance of that last and greatest move-
ment of his life,in its bearings on the universal reign of religious
freedom, and the ultimate re%eneration of the world. Ilook over
the nations now, and the multitude are subjected to a debasing
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and withering thraldom. Even where liberty of conscience isin
some sense recognized, they are still almost everywhere tram-
mels which the (ﬁgnit of the rational man requires should be
shaken off. I mark the heavings of human society, in some
istances even the tottering of thrones, which proclaim in no
eqnivocal manner that it shall not always be so. Wait till the
history of what i8 now in progress shall be written, and you
will find the banners of an unshackled freedom waving over all
the nations; and I am no prophet if' it does not then appear
that Seotland had a mighty agency in this work, and that some
of her noblest efforts were put forth in the person of the illus-
trious man whose virtues we commemorate.

If Chalmers had any contemporary with whom he might be
fittingly compared, it was Robert Hall. But while in some
respects they were strikingly alike, in others they were no less
strikingly dissimilar. Both possessed transcendant intellectual
gifts ; both were tine examples of siyplicity and humility;
both were constituted with a glowing and generous enthnsiasin ;
both were the idols of their conutry, and the admiration of the
world. But admitting that they had the same degree of intel-
lectual capacity, Chalmers had the more glowing imagination,
Hall the more exquisite taste. Chalmers kept youn entranced
by the endlessly (}iversiﬁed hues which his mind shed upon a
single truth ; Hall carried you torward from one field of thought
to another, with a graceful facility joined to an irresistible ener-
gy, which perhaps scarcely any other man ever possessed.
Hais stvle may be studied as a model to the end of time;
whereas Chalmers’ style, radiant though it be with beauty and
instinct with power, could never serve as a medium for any
other thoughts than his own. Hall’s life was a perpetual con-
flict with bodily pain; Chalmers was blessed with a fine con-
stitution, and rarely suffered from disease. As a consequence
of this IIall lived chietly in his study, and only occasionally
looked out upon the world; while Chalmers’ was always on
the arena of public action, and moved visibly in every great
and good project that invoked his aid. They were not only
mutual triends, but each was an admirer of the other’s genius;
each rejoiced in the other’s light ; and it is & delightful thought
that they now have met again at the close of life’s wearisome
pilgrimage, in a communion of glorious thought and hallowed
feeling, which shall be commensurate with their own immor-
tality. :

It the extinction of this great light hath caused an unusual
gloom to pervade even this distant country, what think you,
my friends, of the sorrow which has been diffused through the
circeles of his more immediate influence ; over the country which
is honored to call him her son? What say you especially of
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the tide of grief that must have set in upon that branch of the
church which owes not only its rapid growth but even its dis-
tinct existence, in a great measure, to his labors and sacrifices ?
Nor is this the first time that the Free church has had to go
into mourning because one of her pillars had been stricken
away. The accomplished Welsh, with whom the hopes of her
prosperity were in no small degree associated, was cut off, al-
most whilst she was breathing her earliest thanksgivings to
God for his gracious interpositions. And then there was the
illustrious Abercrombie, —the Christian philosopher of the
age,—distinguished alike for the greatness of his mind, the
Eurity of his heart, the beneficent activity of his life, and that

eautiful modesty that constitutes the finest finish of an exalted
character,—he too was taken,—and taken so suddenly that his
own children supposed he was yet among them in his ac-
customed vigor, even after he was in Heaven. Christian breth-
ren, though the ocean separates you from us, and ye hear not
these expressions of our condolence, we share in the sorrows
of your bereavement ; we bespeak for you the presence of the
heavenly Comforter. Venerable Scotland, mourning Scotland,
we tender you our heartfelt sympathy; we honor your illustri-
ous dead ; but because we belong to the world, we claim that
your Abercrombie and your Chalmers, like the light of the
morning, or any other of Heaven’s universal gifts, are ours
also.

Y

SERMON CCCCLVIIL

BY REV. EDWIN F. HATFIELD,

PASTOR OF THE SEVENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, NEW YORK.

THE SPIRIT AND LIFE OF THE MINISTRY.

An Address delivered before the graduating Class of the Union Theological Semi-.
nary, New York, June 29th, 1847, in behalf of the Board of Directors,

To raise up, by the blessing of God, a ministry distinguished
for learning, energy, and entire consecration to the service of the
Redeemerin winning souls, the founders of this Institution cheer-.
{ully devoted theirtime, their thoughts, and their property. The
wants of a perishing world affected their hearts, and they resolv-
ed to arise and bunild. They saw the harvest perishing forlack of
laborers, or by reason of the lamentable inefficiency of those who
kad been employed to reap it. And they resolved, to make an
effurt to furnish to the worﬁl such a ministry as the world needs.
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