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ARTICLE I.

BenevOLENCE AND SELFISHNESS .

By Jeremiah Day, D. D. L. L. D. President of Yale College, Connecticut.

Ir is asserted by many, by some even who appear to be

exemplary Christians and able divines, that self-love is the

moving principle of all voluntary action ; that it is common

to saints and sinners ; that it is an essential element in be

nevolence itself. By others , it is considered as identical with

selfishness ; as directly opposed to benevolence ; as the rad

ical principle of all iniquity. Is it not high time, that Chris

tian brethren should come to some understanding, with re

spect to the essential characteristic of the religion which they

profess ? If the existing disagreement, on this all important

point, is in appearance only; if it is nothing more than a dif

ference in the interpretation of certain words and phrases ,

while there is a real harmony of belief, with respect to the

nature of the distinction between virtue and vice , benevolence

and selfishness ; strenuous efforts ought to be made to dispel

the mists which the ambiguities of language have thrown

around the subject ; that those who are brethren in profes

sion should no longer be alienated from each other, on ac

count of supposed differences of opinion, which are , in reali

ty , only verbal ; and on the other hand, that those who have

adopted erroneous and heretical tenets, should not have the
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ARTICLE VIII .

REVIEW OF LIFE AND WRITINGS OF EBENEZER PORTER MASON.

By Rev. William B. Sprague, Pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church, Albany.

Life and Writings of Ebenezer Porter Mason, interspersed

with Hints to Parents and Instructors on the Training and

Education of a Child of Genius. By Denison Olmstead,

Professor of Natural Philosophy and Astronomy in Yale

College. New York : Dayton & Newman.

11

RE

We are free to acknowledge that our interest in Biography

has been in these latter years, not a little diminished by the

flood of insipid and trashy productions that has come in upon

us in this department of our literature. It is within our recol

lection that a new biographical work was comparatively a rare

thing ; and the fact that an individual had a book written about

him was regarded as some evidence that he was not a mere

common-place character : but the aggregate amount of excel

lence belonging to these works has not increased in proportion
to their number. If there are still some beautiful monuments

erected to departed merit , there are not wanting pens that are

ready to immortalize departed mediocrity , if not departed dull

ness . The reasons of this are various. Sometimesit is to be

traced to the indiscreet partiality of friendship ; sometimes to the

commendable wish to aid some young man in his education by

the sale of the book ; and possibly sometimes to a mistaken de

sire to figure on a small scale in the character of an author.

There are some stars of this kind taking their places from time

to time in our literary horizon , whichwe trust will shine for

ages ; but not a small part of these publications, instead of be

ing stars, are mere fire-flies of the night,which shine only long
enough to let us know they have existed.

We have two or three grounds of objection to this as it seems

to us characteristic feature of the times. In the first place, ad

mitting the character to possess no special interest, it is an act

of injustice to the subject of the narrative that he should be

dragged before the public after he is dead, just to receivea

verdict of having done nothing and been nothing, that should
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justify an attempt to blazon abroad his name or perpetuate his

memory. And next, such a book is necessarily an imposition

upon the public ; for those who buy it from their love of bio

graphy, with the impression that it isa good book,get cheated ;

and those who read it to find out what it is, provided they are

persons of intelligence and good judgment, are very likely to

get vexed that theyhave thrown away their time as well as
their money . Or if, for the sake of making an interesting vol

ume, a tame character be metamorphosed under the biogra

pher's hand, into something which it never was and never

could be, why here again there is manifest deception ; and no

wise man wishes to be gratified by receiving falsehood as truth.

And last of all , we think this sort of book -making objectiona

ble on the ground that it is fitted to inspire the sober and re

flecting with a disrelish for biography in general ; and that in

consequence of this , many a gem in this department of litera

ture will be comparatively overlooked because its brilliancy is

obscured by the immensequantity of rubbish into which it is

thrown.

While, therefore, we have no lack of interest in well execut

ed biography , where the subject is worthyof such a notice, we

acknowledge that there is nothing specially attractive to us in
the announcement of the biography of an individual of whom

we have never heard ; and hence, when we took up the life of

Ebenezer Porter Mason, we should probably have never looked

beyond the title-page, if the name of Professor Olmsted had not

caught our eye - a name which would be regarded by every

body as a sufficient pledge that the book was worth reading.

And we had not advanced far in it , before we ceased to feel

the need of the biographer's name to carry us forward ; and
when we had read it once we read it again ; and now, upon

most sober view we can take of it , we feel justified in saying

that the character which it delineates is in some respects among

the most remarkable that have come within our knowledge.

The book is well written of course — is characterized through

out by good taste, good judgment, and good feeling, but we are

sure that Professor Olmsted will agree with us thatit derives its

highest interest from the remarkable facts which it details. We

subjoin an outline ofthe life of this youthful prodigy, not as a

substitute for the book itself, but as an inducement to our read

ers to possess themselves of the work, as exhibiting a more ex

the



166 Review of Life and Writings ( JAN.

1

traordinary development of some of the faculties than almost

any to be found on record.

Ebenezer Porter Mason was born at Washington , Connecti

cut, December 7, 1819 ; and we presume was named for the

excellent Dr. Porter, who was formerly minister of that parish ,

and subsequently Professor and Presidentof the theological in

stitution at Andover. His father was the Rev. Stephen Mason ,

Dr. Porter's successor as minister of the parish in which he was

born . In his very infancy, his precocious powers began to dis

cover themselves ; and he was scarcely less distinguished from

other infants, than in childhood he was distinguished from other

children , and in more advanced youth from other young men .

His powers of observation especially began to develope them

selves at what would seem an almost incredibly early period ;

and his father states that “ he had seen him while a little

creeper on the carpet , before he could walk, amusing himself

with an examination of colors, textures and configurations; and

seemingly to find exquisite delight in the graceful coils of a

hair, and in the variety of changes which his littlefingers could

effect in its appearance." His fondness for books began to

discover itself before he was yet two years old; and even at

that early period , he evinced his love of knowledge, by finding

matter for inquiry in almost every object that came under his

observation. His parent, however, aware of his unusual preco

city, with great good judgment, forbore to basten the develop

ment of his powers, in the hope that a more leisurely growth

might better subserve not onlythe consistency of his intellec

tual character, but the vigor of his physical constitution.

At the age of about three, this interesting child was visited

with one ofthe greatest of all earthly calamities — the lossof an

excellent mother. This loss, however,it pleased a kind Provi

dence in a great measure to make up, by the kindness of ano

ther mother,and especially by the assiduous and devoted atten

tions of a beloved aunt, Mrs. Harriet B. Turner, who had much

to dowith his intellectual and moral training, who followed

him through life with an affection truly maternal, and who min

istered to his last wants before he went down into the valley of
death .

From the time he was eight years old he was much under the

care of Mrs. Turner, whose residence was in Richmond, Vir

ginia ; and it is chieflyfrom the memoranda which she has furnish

1
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ed , that his biography, especially through the period of his child

hood, has been made out. The book must be read before any

adequate idea of his capabilities at this early period can be

formed : our limits only permit us to say that he had gained a

thorough knowledge of the steam-engine, that his play-things

were globes and philosophical instruments , that he could calcu

late, especially in fractions, with astonishing facility, and that

he had a perfect passion for that most sublime of all sciences ,

the science of astronomy.

During his residence at the South, his remarkable powers

attracted the attention of many distinguished individuals, and

especially of the late excellent Dr. John H. Rice, who ex

pressed the highest admiration of his genius, and the deepest

interest in his future welfare. But notwithstanding all the at

tention that he excited , and all the caresses that were lavished

upon him, he lost nothing of the simplicity and modesty appro

priate to childhood. Hewas a child in his appearance,and

in dutiful respect towards his superiors ; but in his aspirations,

and to a great extent in his pursuits, he was a man.

It does not appear that at this early period, he was the sub

ject of any very strongly marked religious impressions; and

yet we find that he was a most diligent and interested attendant

on the Sabbath school, and was foremost in his zeal for acquir

ing a knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. Indeed his father

remarks that “ the clearness and strength of his intellectual fac

ulties, were no less perceptible in his biblical than in his math

ematical investigations; and while he fully believed in the in

spiration of the Bible and the doctrines which it contains, his

faith was not merely a prejudice, but a sober, enlightened con
viction .

In 1829, the Rev. Mr. Mason removed from Washington to

Nantucket, where he was settled over a congregational church .

Shortly after this, his son returned from the South, and went to

live again under the parental roof. A letter addressed to his

aunt shortly after his arrival at his new home, containing an

account of his first impressions of Nantucket, is preserved in the

memoir ; and any person who has ever visited that singular

spot, will, in reading the letter, be struck with a description

entirely true to his recollections, and will marvel when he con

siders that it came from the pen of a little boy but ten years
of age.

His residence at Nantucket continued for about two years ;
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during which period he enjoyed the best advantages for intel

lectual culture, not only from his connection as a pupil with an

excellent school , but from his constant intercourse with parents

and other friends who had formed a proper estimate of his

powers, and were earnestly bent upon his improvement. The

memoir introduces several interesting facts illustrative of the

rapidity and extent of his acquirements at this time, and shows

that he had already become at home inprofound investigations.

But with the strength of his reasoning faculty, he gave evidence

also at this early period of a vigorous and brilliant imagination ;

for though it does not appear that he wrote much poetry, he

wrote some, which, if he had been nothing but a poet , would

have given him a reputation. His “ Farewell to Nantucket ”

and some other pieces, are conceived and executed with inimit

able tenderness and beauty, and show that he was as capable of

soaring among the stars for the indulgence of a luxuriant fancy

as for purposes of scientific investigation.

In the autumn of 1832, Mr. Mason sent his son to an excellent

school that had been established at Ellington , Conn. , under the

superintendence of Judge Hall . Here he continued nearly two

years, his mind rapidly unfolding, and giving new promise of

the highest intellectual distinction. Some of his compositions

while at Ellington , both in poetry and prose, are given us by

his biographer; and they so far exceed any thing which his

age might lead us to expect, that one might well require the

most ample testimony to be satisfied of their genuineness.

On leaving Ellington, young Mason returned to his paternal

residence at Nantucket, and became an assistant teacher in the

school in which he had formerly been a pupil. Shortly after

this, his father finding his labors as a minister at Nantucket

too severe for his constitution , resigned his pastoral charge in

that place , and removed with his family to Collinsville, a small

manufacturing village on Farmington river. His son passed

the ensuing summerwith his friends in Richmond ; and in the

following August was admitted a member of the Freshman class

in Yale College. His examination on that occasion attracted

the attention of the professors who conducted it, and satisfied

them that he possessed a mathematical genius of the highest

order.

Our limits do not permit us to go minutely into the history

of his college life. It is a history of lofty aspirings and won

derful acquisitions, on the one hand, and of struggles wit
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poverty and disease on the other. Scarcely had he joined

college, before Professor Olmsted discovered that his ruling

passion was for astronomy , and that he had no common genius

for the pursuit to which his inclination prompted him; and

notwithstanding thedelicacy which the professor has observed

in his biography, it is manifest that young Mason found in him

a friend and a father, as well as a professor ; and that it was

especially owing to his fostering care and attention that his

wonderful genius for astronomy was so rapidly and successfully

developed. In the progress of his college course,we find him

bere making a longseries ofthe most accurate and difficult ob

servations upon the heavenly bodies, and there constructing

telescopes of great power, and bringing out the most exquisite

astronomical drawings — and all this in connexion with the ordi

nary routine of college studies. With a frail constitution at

best, it was to be expected that his nightly watchings of the

stars, with the necessarily attendant exposures persevered in for

years, would affect his health ; and accordingly, we find that at

several different periods of his college life, disease seemed to be

making its inroads upon his constitution ; and there were signs

which he overlooked , which yet announced to his anxious

friends that he was probably destined to a premature grave.

In addition to this, the unexpected failure of some pecuniary

resources to which he had been permitted to look , subjected

him to great embarrassment, and obliged him to make the most

vigorous efforts to sustain himself to the close of his college

course ; but through the kindness of his excellent friend , Pro

fessor Olmsted, he was furnished with employment more con

genial to his taste, by which he was enabled to continue in

college, and relieved in some measure from the painful reflec

tion of being dependent on charity. Before he left college, his

attainments in astronomywere such as to command the respect

of the first astronomers of the country ; and the results of many

of his observations have been carefully treasured up to be trans

mitted to posterity. In his senior years he seems to have re

solved on devoting his life to his favorite science ; though,

notwithstanding his eager pursuit of this branch, he was highly

accomplished in general literature, and not unfrequently invoked

with much success the favor of the muses.

Shortly after he was graduated he visited Philadelphia ,

where he had an opportunity of making the acquaintance of

many distinguishedmen of science, from which he derived a
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fresh impulse in his astronomical pursuits. From this visit he

returned to New Haven as a resident graduate, and was for

some time occupied , partly in preparing a treatise on practical

astronomy, and partly in completing an article on the nebulæ,

which was afterwards published in the Transactions of the

American Philosophical Society. This article, which Professor

Olmsted reckons as its author's greatest achievement, makes

about fifty pages quarto , and is regarded as one of the most val

uable recent contributions which our country has furnished to

astronomical science. At this period , owing to the immense

amount of labor which he had assumed, and the constant expo

sures to the night air to which he subjected himself, his health

became alarmingly impaired, and he reluctantly yielded to the

importunity of Professor Olmsted to relax from his severe

application to study. From this time, however, his health

seems to have become an object of more solicitude with him ,

and he felt the importance of making his course of life, so far

as possible, subservient to its establishment and preservation.

Early in the summer of 1840, he received aninvitation from

the Western Reserve College to a tutorship in that institution ;

and as , besides other advantages, the place was likely to offer

some peculiar facilities for the prosecution of his astronomical

researches, he was much inclined to accept the invitation . But

while he was hesitating between this offer and a half-formed

purpose to give up all literary and scientific pursuits for a year,

and spend that time on a farm in Michigan , for the beneħt of

his health , a new proposal was made to him which seemed far

more advantageous than either of his other plans, and which

he determined without hesitation to accept. The proposal was

that he should join the expedition under the government of the

United States, for exploring the disputed boundary between

Maine and Canada. Nothing could have been more accordant

with his tastes and wishes, than this ; for while it would secure

to him a constant intercourse with kindred spirits, and furnish

him with an opportunity to prosecute his favorite astronomical

observations under a new and peculiar form , it would give him

all the physical exercise he would need, and would bejust the

thing, as he imagined , to restore vigor to his enfeebled consti

tution. Accordingly , having received the appointment in due

form , after a few days of hurried preparation, he set out for

Portland on the 24th August with aview to join the expedition.

After an absence ofabout two months, during which he

1

1
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seems to have been actively employed, and to have acquitted

himself with much credit, he returned to New-York, with his

health in no wise benefitted by the hardships to which he had

been subjected. Nevertheless, his interest in his astronomical
pursuits had suffered no abatement ; and he was especially

concerned to complete the system of Practical Astronomy

which he had undertaken at the instance of Professor Olmsted,

and had left in an unfinishedstate at the time of his joining the

expedition. Within a few days after his arrival at New-York,

hemade a short visit at New Haven , where he was cordially wel .

comed to the hospitalities of Professor Olmsted's house, and had

every thing done that Christian kindness could do, to render

him comfortable. But the friends who had loved and cherished

bim so long and so tenderly, and who had hoped so much from

his eminently useful life, could no longer resist the conviction

that he was laboring under an incurable disease , and that his

earthly labors would soon be ended. In accordance with their

recommendation as well as his own convictions, he determined

to try the effect of a southern climate ; and with a view to this ,

immediately set out to visit his favorite aunt, Mrs. Turner, who
still resided in Virginia .

Professor Olmsted gives a touching description of the scene

of parting with his young friend, withthe full expectation that

the separation would be succeeded by no future meeting in this

world. On his journey, he stopped a few days in New - York

and Philadelphia, and in each place was occupied chiefly with

his astronomical friends. On his arrival at Richmond he was

not a little exhausted by the fatigue incident to his journey, and

his friends, who received him with the fondest affection, themo

ment they beheld him , saw that he had come to them to die.

Professor Olmsted received a letter from him dated the 19th

of December, giving an account of his journey, and another

from oneof his friends dated the 27th, giving an account of his

death . He was confined to his bed but a day or two , and in the

act of being raised from his bed died without a struggle or a

groan.

It will naturally be inquired what were the views and hopes

of thisyoung man in the prospect of death , and what evidencehe

left behind him that he had made provision for the coming world .

The data which the memoir furnishes in relation to this subject

are morescanty than we could have desired ; and yet this seems

to be owing not to any fault in his biographer, but rather to the
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cautious reserve with which he communicated his feelings.

From his earliest childhood he manifested great tendernessof

conscience, the utmost respect for parental authority, and an

uncommon interest in the study of God's word ; and his father

early expressed the hope, as he himself did tremblinglytowards

theclose of his life, that he might have experienced the reno

vating operations of the Holy Spirit while he was yet in his in

fancy. And during his whole life, so far as appears, his char

acter was marked by the strictest regard to moral rectitude. In

reply to a letter from his father, informing him of the hopeful

conversion of his sister, he expressed a deep interest in the intel

ligence, seeming at the sametime to recognize the fact that he

was himself much less devoted to his highest interests than he

ought to be . There are many passages in hiswritings that in

dicate his full conviction of the vanity of all human pursuits

without reference to the interests of another life, and of the

greatness and dignity of man as an accountable and immortal

being. During the last few monthsof his life ,his mindevidently

became more intensely fixed on religious subjects, and Butler's

Analogy of Natural and Revealed Religion and his Bible seem

to have been his constant companions. In his last conversation

with Professor Olmsted, in which the Professor communicated to

him honestly his impressions in regard to the fatal and rapidly

approaching result of his malady, he expressed his determination

to devote himself more earnestly and decidedly to his immortal

interests, and then it was he remarked that he had some

times ventured to hope that he had been the subject of an early

renovation, though he added that his subsequentcoldness in re

gard to religious things had led him greatly to doubt whether

he could have experienced such a change. On his arrival in

Richmond, at the house of his beloved and devoted aunt, Mrs.

Turner, religion became still more the all-absorbing object of

his thoughts; and perhaps no one could have been found more

capable than this excellent relative of giving his last thoughts

a right direction. In an account of his last days Mrs. Turner

writes to a friend thus :—“ A day or two after his arrival , he

said to me, ' Aunt, it is gratifying to see myfriends, as an ex

pression of their kindness, but I am very desirous, and I feel it

to be of great importance to me, to be left alone. I wish you

would place here for my use Scott's Bible, Doddridge's Rise

and Progress, and Alleine's Alarm. ' I remarked, 'My dear, you

are veryweak, and not able to read much : here is your Bible,
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where you know there is ample provision made for all you need .'

He said , ' I am sensible of that, and all I can do is to cast my

self at the footstool of divine mercy, and I trust I shall not be

cast away. I immediately presented to his mind the case of

the leper, mentioned in the seventh chapter of the second of

Kings, which he appeared fully to comprehend and to feel . At

another time, while reading to him the fourteenth chapter of

John, he took the words from me and repeated them from

memory.I remarked, ' I am rejoiced, my dear, thatthis passage

is so familiar to you in this season of trial .' He said , " I know

it all , but I want to feel it more ; ' and when I asked if these

chapters bad fastened on his mind from Sunday -school instruc

tion , he replied , “ No, but from reading them so much. He

seemed to take a deep interest in my reading to him Mrs.

Graham's Passage over Jordan,' which you know is a collec

tion of portions of Scripture , adapted to these solemn circum

stanceswith appropriate remarks. In this manner his thoughts

were occupied, when he was suddenly taken from us.”

The estimate which Professor Olmsted forms of the intellectual

character of the subject of his memoir, seems to us to be fully

sustained by the history of his life which precedes it. The

crowning attribute of his mind seems to have been a versatility

which enabled him successfully to adapt himself to any thing.

His powers of observation, of reflection, of reasoning, of fancy,

were allofthe higher , if not of the very bighest order ; and though

he will be remembered chiefly as an astronomer, he might have

been, for aught that appears, equally distinguished as a mechani

cian , and in a high degree as a poet. His biographer institutes

an interesting comparison between his powersand those of the

lamented Professor Fisher ; and concludes — and we think justly

-that while the former bad far more versatility than the latter ,

he would not, if he had lived to the same age, have been infe

rior to him in soundness and depth of intellect.

We sometimes see great vigor of mind associated with moral

qualities which almost give us a disrelish for what is admirable

in the intellect ; but in the case of young Mason, the heart and

the head seem to have been in delightful keeping. He was a

gentle, docile, unpretending youth, full of affection to his

friends and of gratitude to his benefactors; and while he ac

commodated himself most readily to the circumstances in which

Providence placed him , he possessed an invincible perseverance

to overcome any obstacles that might lie in his way . Those
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who knew him best seem to have given him the greatest amount

of affection as well as of admiration.

We should forbear an inherent prying into the secrets of

Providence ; and yet one can hardly help asking wherefore it is

that He, who orders all things according to the counsel of his

will , sends here and there a great spirit upon the earth to ex

hibit its marvellous powers for a little season, and then to our

view prematurely closes the present scene of its exercises and

improvements. We may, perhaps, find a solution of this prob

lem partly in the fact, that things out of the common course

strike the mind with the greatest power ; and that notwith

standing all the advantages of the general uniformity of the

Divine government , some apparent variation from the track in

which Providence ordinarily moves, may occasionally be neces

sary to arrest and direct the thoughts of men. The history of

such a mind as that of Mason, is fitted to exalt our conceptions,

more than the history of a thousand ordinary minds, of the gran

deur that pertains to the human soul—the grandeur of its

faculties — the grandeur of its destiny. In contemplating men

of only a common intellectual stature, such as we meet with in

our every -day intercourse, we are but little impressed with the

greatness of the human spirit. But let us see the giant mind

towering above all others with which it is associated, let us see

the youth sinking into the profound of mathematical science ;

or exploring other worlds by instruments of his own construc

tion ; or soaring away on an eagle's wing in fields of fancy

and it must be no common degree of stupidity that will sup

press in our minds the feeling of reverence for our own spirits,

and the feeling of concern that they may fulfil their appointed

end . If the mind, even in this early stage of its existence, can

achieve so much ; if, while subject to the influence of flesh and

it can make itself at home in the distant regions of in

mensity ;-what will it not effect, as it shall expand under

purer influences, and in brighter worlds, in the illimitable pro

gress of its being ? How vastly important that this great and

immortal principle should receive a right direction ! and how

foolish and guilty are they who trifle in any way with their

own souls ! And while the appearance of a youthful prodigy

upon earth must impress us with the inherent dignity of the

mind , his removal from the earth , if his powers have been

rightly directed, is equally fitted to impress us with the grandeur

and glory of heaven. For there are assembled a host of illus

sense,
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trious minds, and their employments are worthy of their facul

ties ; and every object which occupies them renders the impress

of heavenly beauty more deep, and thus they are undergoing a

perpetual transition froin glory to glory . When a youth of
exalted intellect is removed froin earth to heaven , it suggests

the reflection that in that world of light , all flourish in immor

tal youth ; and even those who have descended through the vale

of age, into the yet deeper valley of death , have come out of

that valley in the glory of a complete intellectual and spiritual

renovation .

But while the occasional appearance of these intellectual

prodigies doubtless has its important uses in the government of

God, let it not be forgotten that every such case is attended

with some peculiar dangers. We will notice two of the most

important.

There is danger to the bodily health. It often happens that

a mind of the highest order is found inhabiting a tenement of

unusual frailty ; and unless the tenement be carefully guarded ,

it will inevitably go prematurely to ruin. There is an inward

fire in the spirit that consumes the vital energics ; and while

we are yet gazing at some glorious young genius , we are called

to write his epitaph. Mason from his earliest childhood had a

feeble frame , and while the operations of his mind were most

vigorous and intense, his ruling passion led him to the most im

prudent exposures, and what was little better than trifling with

his delicate constitution ; and under this double influence, it was

not strange that he came so early to his grave. Young men of

superlative genius are under special obligations to guard their

health ; partly from the greater ability which they possess to

render good service to their generation, and the consequently

increased value of their lives, and partly from the fact, that they

have to encounter some untoward influences arising from the

more intense action of the mind upon the body, from which

others are exempt. There is a voice from the grave ofMason

charging every highly gifted young man, and indeed every one

whois bent upon thehighest cultivation of his powers, sacredly

to guard his health , and to take care that his intellectual pur

suits are not attheexpense of an emaciated frame and a broken

constitution . It is a debt which he owes to himself, to his

friends, to his country , to his race — that so far as it is in his

power, he preserve his physical vigor unabated ; for, so long as

the mind is connected with the body and acts through bodily
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organs, it must depend in no small degree on the health of the

body for the success of its operations.

And there is yet greater danger in reference to his spiritual

and immortal interests,-greater, as the interests at stake are

more momentous. There is reason to hope that Mason was

no stranger to the influence of eternal things ; and that the

mind which was here trained to such sublime excursions , is

now prosecuting its researches into the works of God in a

brighter light, and on a nobler field of observation . Neverthe

less, it cannot be doubted that the intensity of his devotion to

scientific pursuits, lessened his general spirituality of character,

and that a portion of the time which he spent in gazing at the

visible heavens, had better have been spent in communion with

his Heavenly Father. True, indeed, there is nothing in science

in itself considered that is adverse to the influence of Chris

tianity ,—on the contrary, science supplies to a rightly disci

plined spirit the materials of devotion ; and this is pre-eminently

true of astronomy, which has in it every thing to exalt the

Creator, and to abase man at his feet. And yet science, even

astronomy, may so engross the whole man that God shall be

forgotten in the pursuit ; or if hebe not entirely forgotten, shall

receive but a partial and divided homage. If we mistake not,

the fact to which we here refer is often illustrated in the ex

perience of religious students in our colleges. They suffer

themselves to be so engrossed by their daily studies, that they

find less time than they ought for daily devotion ; while at the

same time, they apologize to their consciences that necessity

constrains them to be diligent, and that they are occupied in

preparation for future usefulness. If the secrets of many a pious

student's heart were revealed , we doubt not that it would ap

pear that his best religious enjoyments were previous to his

entering college ; and that in proportion as the fire of ambition

had kindled , the fire of devotion had gone out.

We have made these remarks, not with an intention to re

press a suitable zeal on the part of religious students in the

pursuit of science and literature, but only to put them on their

guard against perverting the advantages of their situation to

the neglect of their higher interests. Let them remember that

it is altogether at too great an expense that they become accom

plished scholars, and bear away the highest collegiate honors,

if they thereby lose in any degree their evidence of the divine

favor or their interest in eternal things . Let them study dili
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gently, earnestly, but in all their studies let God be acknow

ledged, and let every new attainment be consecrated to his

service. And let those who make no pretensions to Christian

character, remember that this character must become theirs,

else neither the purpose of their lives is gained, nor the salva

tion of their souls secured ; and let them bear in inind that

science, literature, any thing that takes complete possession of
the soul to the exclusion of eternal things, will operate as a

barrier between them and heaven. Learning in itself is a

noble endowment, but unsanctified learning, ill directed learn

ing, can never be a blessing to its possessor.

In taking leave of this book, we feel that we have done it

but imperfect justice in the brief sketch which we have now

given . We have been able to deal only in generals , whereas

the book deals in particulars ; and those who will estimate the

character as it deserves, must not be contented with any thing

short of Professor Olmsted's description of it. It is well that

the writing of the memoir was confided to such hands ; and we

doubt not that the manner in which he has done his work will

secure to him the approbation and gratitude, not only of his

own generation, but of posterity.

ARTICLE IX .

CONFLICT of Laws of CHURCH AND STATE .

INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

We are obliged, in the present case, either to depart from our

rule as to giving the author's name, or to deprive our readers of

the valuable thoughts of our respected correspondent. We

reluctantly choose the former, after vain efforts to overcome

the extreme modesty of the author and his reluctance to write

for the public in any other way than anonymously.

His legal acquirements, however, are such as to secure for

him a high judicial station , and to qualify him for speaking by
authority on the points discussed in the subsequent article.

The views are striking, and worthy the consideration of every
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