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ferences of judgment on many subjects, we have been deeply impressed with
the fact, that our beloved Church is still one in faith, one in order, and one
in all the great distinctive features of Presbyterianism. This Church cannot
be rent asunder without some great sin somewhere. Let our supplications be
incessant, that He who can bring light out of darkness, and order out of con-
fusion, may so overrule all present diversities, as to preserve the peace, unity,
and perpetuity of the Church.

Finally, we would remind you, that " we have received a kingdom which
cannot be moved." When the last shaking of the kingdoms of the earth
shall come, that immoveable kingdom will alone remain. Brethren, do not
forget that this kingdom is yours, above all other states or kingdoms. Its

blessings are yours above all other blessings, which, after all, are only bless-
ings by the way.
And " now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and Grod, even our Father, who

hath loved us, and hath given us everla';ting consolation and good hope
through grace, comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and
work ;" and " to Him who is able to keep you from falling, and to present
you feultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only
wise God, our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now
and forever. Amen."

MISCELLANEOUS KESOLUTIONS, kc'

THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY.

On Friday, the second day of the sessions, GtARDINER Spring, d.d., of
Heic York Presbyterj^ offered a Resolution, that a Committee be appointed
to inquire into the expediency of this General Assembly making some ex-
pression of their devotion to the Union of these States, and their loyalty to

the Government ; and if in their judgment it is expedient so te do, they re-

port what that expression shall be.

On motion of Rev. Jas. B. Hoyte, of JVitshviUe Presbytery, the resolution

was laid on the table by a vote of 123 to 102.

Rev. Henry M. Robertson, of Winnebago Presbytery, called for the ai/es

and nays, but as the vote was being taken on a division of the house, the
Moderator decided the call to be out of order. After the vote was announced,
Hovey K. Clarke, Elder of Mirhigan Presbytery, moved to take the resolu-

tion from the table, and that on this motion the ai/ra and naya be recorded.
Points of order were discussed, which ended in Wm. F. x\llen. Elder of
Ifohawk Presbytery, offering a substitute that Dr. Spring's motion be made
the order of the day for the Tuesday following.

When Tuesday arrived, the different orders of the day consumed all the
time, and on the next morning Dr. Spring offered the following resolutions

:

"Gratefully acknowledging the distinguished bounty and care of Almighty
God toward this favored land, and also recognizing our obligations to submit
to every ordinance of man, for the Lord's sake, this General Assemblj' adopts

the following resolutions

:

" Resolved, That in view of the present agitated and unhappy condition

of the country, the 4th of July next be hereby set apart as a day of prayer
throughout our bounds ; and that on this day ministers and people are called

on humbly to bewail our national sins, to offer our thanks to the Father of
lights for his abundant and undeserved goodness toward us as a Nation ; to

seek his guidance and blessing upon our rulers and their counsels, as well as

the assembled Congress of the United States, and to implore him, in the

name of Jesus Christ, the great High Priest of our Profession, to turn away
his anger from us, and speedily restore to us the blessings of a safe and hon-

orable peace.
" Resolved, That, in the judgment of this Assembly, it is the duty of the

niinistiy and churches under its care to do all in their power to promote and
perpetuate the integrity of these LTnited States, and to strengthen, uphold,
and encourage the Federal Government."
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On motion of Charles Hodge, d.d., of New Bnaistcick Presbytery, they

were made the order of the day for the ensuing Friday morning. The order

of the day being the resolutiou of Dr. Spring, Thomas E. Thomas, d.d.,

of Miami Presbytery, moved that they be adopted. After considerable dis-

cussion Dr. Hodge offered the following as a substitute

:

The unhappy contest in which the Country is now involved has brought
both the Church and the State face to face with questions of patriotism and
of morals, which are without parallel in this or any other_ land. True to

their hereditary principles, the ministers and elders present in the Assembly
have met the emergency by the most decisive proof, in their respective social

and civil relations, of their firm devotion to the Con.stitution and laws under
which we live ; and they are ready at all suitable times, and at whatever per-

sonal sacrifice, to testify their loyalty to that Constitution under which " this

goodly vine has sent out her boughs into the sea, and her branches into the

river."

For the following reasons the Assembly deem it impossible to put forth, at

the present time, a more extended and emphatic deliverance upon the subject,

to wit:

1. The G-eneral Assembly is neither a Northern nor a Southern body ; it

comprehends the entire Presbyterian Church, irrespective of geographical
lines or political opinion ; and had it met this year, as it does with marked
uniformity one-half of the time in some Southern city, no one, he believed,
would have presumed to ask of it a fuller declaration of its views upon this

subject, than it has embodied in this minute.
2. Owing to providential hindrances nearlj^ one third of our Presbyteries

are not represented at our present meeting ; they feel that not only Christian
courtesy, but common justice requires that we should refrain, except in the
presence of some stringent necessity, from adopting measures to bind the
consciences of our brethren who are absent, most of them, as we believe, by
no fault of their own.

3._ Such has been the course of events that all the other evangelical de-
nominations have been rent asunder. We alone retain, this day, the propor-
tions of a national^ Church. We are happily united among ourselves in all

questions of doctrine and discipline. The dismemberment of our Church,
while fraught with disaster to all our spiritual interests, could not fail to en-
venom the political animosities of the country, and to augment the sorrows
which already oppress us. We are not willing to sever this last bond which
holds the North and the South together in the fellowship of the Gospel.
Should an Allwise Providence hereafter exact this sacrifice, we shall be re-

signed to it.
_
But for the present, both religion and patriotism require us to

cherish a Union which, by God's blessing, may be the means of re-uniting
our land.

This debate was continued during all of the morning and afternoon ses-

sions, and renewed onSaturday Morning, when it was made the order of the
day for Monday morning, at which time the subject was resumed ; various
substitutes were offered, and speeches made during the course of the day and
evening, until about 9j o'clock, when Dr. Hodge moved to lay the whole
business on the table, on which motion the ayes and nays were ordered.

The ayes are as follows:

Adams, Jnseph B.

Aitken, Thomas
Alrich. William P.
Backus. .T. T.

Baker, William N.
Balch, J. T.

Barr, Andrew
Brown. .7. M.
Cheek, S. B.

Chester. Wm.
Childs, Tlmmas S.

Clark, J. W.
Condit, J. H.

Dickson, Cyrus
Fraser, George
Gaylev, S. A.
Gillespie,/. H.
Graves, A. R.
Hall. A. G.
Hamill, S. M.
Happersett. R.
Harrison, W. A.
Hawthorne, J.

Hodce. Chas.
Hopkins. U. H.
Hornblower, W. H.

MINISTERS.

Hoyte, .Tames W.
Hunt. W. E.

Imbrie. Charles K.
Kennedy, L).

Layman, J. M.
Leiirhton, John
Llr.yd, J. P.
Lyon. D. C.

Mahaffey. S.

Martin. W. A. P.
Mathes. A. A.

Matthews, W. C.
Motzer, D.

Murphy, T.G.
Mutchmore, S. A.
Mclnnis, R.

McMichael, W.
MiNair. D.

McPhail. G. W.
Ogden, Thomas A.
Peden, M.
Rutherford, E. H.
Schenck, W. E.
Scott, H. B
Slagle, B. W.
Smith, H. M.

Stockton, J.

Studdiford, P. 0.
Strvker, W. M.
Stuart, T. C.

Symington, W. D.
Watts, Robert
Wells. J. D.
Westcott, W. A.
Williamson, J. G.
Wines, E. C.

Yeomans, J. W.

Ministers, 63
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Ballintine, Wm.
Church, Harvey
Clavponl. J.

Deal. John
GiJea, \Vm. F.

Ilarhisnn, J. B.

Hubbard, C. S.

Hutchis >n, R. L.

Ker, AVilliam

Lee, H.

The nays are as follows :

Anderson. W. C.

Annan, Wui.
Badean, R. M.
Baldwin, .J. A.
Baruett, J. M.
Bergen. J. G.
Bullion.^. D. G.
Cauiphell. J. A.
Campbell, Wm.
Chestnut, T. M.
Clark, Joseph
Clark, Vim.
Cochran, A.
Conkey. J. P.

Coon, Jacob
Coulter, J. R.
Crane, K. N.

Alexander, E.
Bailev. F. G.
Baldwin, B. C.

Banks, James
Barber, K.

Beard, E.

Caldwell. W. W.
Clarke, Hovey K.
Combs. L. L.

Conn, Andrew
Cunuintihara, W.
Davy, \V.

Dungan, C. B.
Ewiug, N.

Critchlow, B. C.

Crozjer, John
Dickinson, U. W
Dodd. Luther
Donaldson. A.
Drake, F. T.

Dubuar, J.

Enstman, AV. P.
Eaton. S. J. M.
Eaton. Wm.
Edwards, J.

Elliott, C.

Faniuhar. J

.

Fisk. Ezra W.
Forbes. Cochran
Goodman, R. S.

Haines, A. W.

Fisher. W. H.
Fithian, W. J.

Frost, G. W.
Graham, J.

Grejjg, A. C.

Guest. W. E.
Gulick. M.
Hamilton, R. A.
Hazeltine. M. G.
Heuston, W.
Humphrey, J. D.
Hutchinson, R. L.

Johnston, John
Johnston, Thomas

ELDERS.

Lockwood, S.

Macalester, C.

Mercer, W. R.
Meredith, J. L.

McKeen, Henry

MINISTERS.

Hamilton. W.
Hanson, H.
Hastings, J. M.
Heckman.G. C.

Hopkins. T M.
Hubbard, J. W.
Irvin, R.
Jacobus, M. W.
Jones, Johu M.
Kehoo. J. L.

Kellogg, E. M.
Kellv, John
Laird, F. H. L.

Lane, Geo. W.
Latta, James
Lawrence, S.

Lee, Charles

ELDERS.

Kinkead, J. M.
Kinnear, C.

Lawsou, W. C.

Lewis. J. C.

Linn, J. A.
Little, T.

Lowrie, Walter
Martin, J.

Mason. F.

Meredith, J. L.
Miller, E. B.

Miller, J. S.

Moore, Joseph
McChord, J.

P.itterson, M.
Rankin, R. G.
Semple. W.
Tunstall. H. R,

Warren, L. L.

Wavland, A.
White, J. B.

Wilson, Wm.

Elders,

Total ayes, 86.

23.

Lindsley, A. L.
Long. L. H.
Lord, Millis
Maekey, J. L.
Mathers, J. H.
Maxwell, A. B.
Miller, L. M.
Monfort, J. G.
Musgrave. G. W.
Murray. J. A.
McGuigan, K.
McPherson, R.
Newell. S.
Pelan, Wm.
Powell, Walter
Pratt, J. H.
Price, H. R.

H.

Reaser, J. G.
Reeves, R. H.
Roberts, R. M.
Robertson. H. M.
Sackett, Milton A.
Semple, Pbilo M.
Smith, J. D.
Snowden, E.
Stone, J. M.
Swan S.

Taylor, T. J.

Thayer, C.

Thomas, T. E.
Tullv. Andrew
Vaili, Thomas S.

Walter. D. J.

Williamson. J.

Ministers, 85.

McConnell, T. W. Everson. M.
McDonald, John Scales. W. B.
Neal. J.

Neely, T. S.

Newland. J.

Osborn, M.
Paden. S. A.
Price. Samuel
Rea. J. D.

Reynolds, H. W.
Rodgers. M.
Rowland. W. B.
Royce. C. B.

Russell, R. A.

Seller, J.

Spring, C. A.
Sterratt, A.
Stewart. L H.
Thomas, Wm.
Wad.-ll. J.

Williams, J. L.
V ilson, A.
Windsor, J. M.

Elders, 67,

Total nays, 152.

The motion was lost. On the following morning the whole subject was re-

ferred to a special Committee, consisting of Eev. Drs. Geo, W. Mnsgrave,
Charles Hodge, John W. Yeomans, Win. C. Anderson, and E. C. Wines

;

and elders, Martin Rj^erson, Wm. F. Giles, J. B. White, and Hovey K.
Clarke. This Committee during the afternoon made the following report.

The Committee on the state of the country, and the duty of the Church
touching the present alarming crisis in our public affairs, respectfully offer

the following report, which was adopted with but one dissenting vote (Rev.
Dr. Anderson), and ordered to be submitted to the General Assembly.

Gratefully acknowledging the distinguished bounty and care of Almighty
God towards this favored land, and also recognizing uur obligations to submit
to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, this General Assembly adopts

the following resolutions

:

1. Resolved, That in view of the present agitated and unhappy condition

of this Country, Monday, the 1st day of July next, be hereby set apart as a

day of prayer throughout our bounds, and that on that day ministers and peo-

ple are called on humbly to confess and bewail our national sins, to offer our
thanks to the Father of lights for his abundant and undeserved goodness to

us as a nation, to seek his guidance and blessing upon our rulers and their

counsels, as well as upon the Congress about to assemble, and to implore Him
in the name of Jesus Christ, the great High Priest of the Christian profes-

sion, to turn away his anger from us, and speedily restore to us the blessings

of a safe and honorable peace.

2. Resolved, That the members of this General Assembly, in the spirit of
that Christian patriotism which the Scriptures enjoin, and which has always
characterized this Church, do hereby acknowledge and declare their obliga-
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tion, SO far as in them lies, to maintain the Constitution of these United
States in the full exorcise of all its legitimate powers, to preserve our beloved

Union unimpaired, and to restore its inestimable blessings to every portion of

the land.

3. Jcfsoh-rJ, That in the present distracted state of the country, this Com-
mittee, representing the whole Church, feel bound to abstain from any fur-

ther declaration, in which all our ministers and members, faithful to the Con-
stitution and standards of the Church, might not be able conscientiously and
safely to join, and therefore, out of regard as well to the interests of our

beloved country as to those of the Church, the Assembly adopts this report

as its deliverance upon this subject.

Rev. Dr. Anderson oifered a minority report being the Resolutions of Dr.

Spring with a verbal alteration. The discussion was again opened, and lasted

till the hour of adjournment. It was renewed on "Wednesday and continued

during the whole day, when at six o'clock in the evening, on the motion to

adopt the report of the Committee, the ayes and nays were ordered.

The ayes are as follows :

Adams Jos. B.

Aitken. Thos.
Alrich. W. P.

Backus. J. T.

Barnett, J. M.
Bergen, J. G.

Clark. .Jos.

Condi t, J. H.
Dickson, Cyrus
Gayley, S. A.
Goodman, K. S.

Haines, A. W.
Hall, .\.G.

Hamill, S. >r.

Hamilton. W.
Happersett, R.
Hawthorne. J.

Heckman. G C.

Hodge, Charles
Hornblower. W. H.
Hunt. W. E.

Imbrie, C. K.

MIXISTER3.

Kennedy. D.

Lane, G W.
Latta, James
Lawrence. S.

Layman, J. M.
Liudsley. A. L.

Lloyd, J. P.

Lyon. D. C.

Mahaffey. S.

Martin. W. A. P.

Mathes, A. A.

Matthews. W. C.

Miller, L. Merrill
Miitzer, Daniel
Murray, Joseph
Musgrave, G. W.
Mutchmore, S. A,
McMichael, Wm.
McPhail, U. W.
Sohenck, Wm. E,
Scott, H. B.

Snowden, £. H.

Stockton. J.

Studdifurd. P. 0.

Tavlor, T. J.

Watts, Robert
Westcott, W. A.
Williamson, J.

Wines, E. C
Yeomans, J. W.

MiiiisUrs, 52.

Ballintine, W.
Barber, R. of N. J.

Barber, R. of Pa.

Church. Harvey
CLirke. II. K.
Deal, John

Giles, W. F.

Guest, W. E.
Harbison, J. V.
Henry, T. C.

Heuston, W.
Hubbard, C. S.

The Jiays are as follows :

Anderson. W. C.

Ann.tn, Wm.
Badeau, R. M.
Baldwin. J. A.
Barr, Andrew
Bullions. D. G.
Campbell, J. A.
Campbell, Wm.
Clark, Wm.
Cochran, A.
Conkey, J. P.

Coon, Jacob
Coulter. J. R.

Crane, E. X.
Critchlow, B. C.

Alexander, E.

Bailey. F. G.
Baldwin, B. C.

Banks, James
Beard, E.

Caldwell, W. W.
Claypool, J.

Conn, Andrew
Cunningham, W.
Davy, W.
Dungan. C. B.
Ewing, N.

Crozier. John
Dodd. Luther
Donaldson. A.

Drake. F. T.

Dubuar. J.

Eastman. W. P.

Eaton. S.J. M.
Eaton, Wm.
Edwards, J.

Elliott, C.

Farquhar, J

.

FIsk. Ezra W.
F'lrbes. Cochran
Gillespie, J. U.
Hanson, H.

Fisher, W. H.
Fithian. J.

Frost. G. W.
Graham. J.

Gregg, A. C.

Gulick, M.
Hamilton, R. A.
Hazeltine, M G.
Humphrey, J. D.
Hutchinson. R. L.

Johnston, John
Johnston, Thomas

ELDERS.

Lockwood, S.

Linn, J. A.
5Iacalester, C.
Mercer, W. R.
Meredith, J. L.

McKeen, Henry

MINISTERS.

Hastings. J. M.
Hopkins. T M.
Hubbard, J. W.
Irvin, R.
Jacobus. M. W.
Jones, John M.
Kehoo, J. L.

Kellogg. E. M.
Kelly, John
Laird, F. H. L.

Lee, Charles
Leighton. John
Long. L II.

Lord. Willis

Mathers, J. H.

ELDERS.

Kinkead, J. M.
Kiunear, C.

Lawson. W. C.
Lewis, J. C.
Little, T.
Lowrie, Walter
Martin. .T.

Mason. F.

Meredith. ,1. L.

Miller, E. B.

Moore, Joseph
McChord, J.

Newland, J.

Osborn, M.
Patterson, M.
Kankin, R. G.
Rea. J. D.

Scudder. E. W.

Semple, W.
Sheets. J.

Tunstall, II. R.
Warren, L L.

White. J. B.

Young, W. B.

Ehhrs, 30.

Total ayes, 82.

Maxwell, A. B.
Monfurt, J. 6.
Murphv. T. G.
McGuigan, R.
Mclnnis, K.
McXair. D.

McPherson, R.
Newell, S.

Ogden. Thomas A.
Pelan, Wm.
Pratt, J. H.
Price, H. R.
Reaser, J. G.
Reeves, R. H.
Robertson, H. M.

McConnell, T. W.
Neal, J.

Neely. T. S.

Price, Samuel
Reynolds, H. W.
Rodgers. .M.

Rowland. W. B,
Russell, R. A.
Seates. W. B.
Seller, J.

Spring. C. A.
Stirratt, A.

Rutherford. E. H.
Sackett, -Milton A.
Semple. Philo 51.

Slairle. B. W.
Smith, H. M.
Smith, J. D.
Stone, J. M.
Stryker, W. M.
Symini;ton, W. D.
Swan, S.

Thayer, C.

Thomas. T. E.
Vaill. Thomas S.

Waller. D. J.

Mmisters, 74.

Stewart, L. 11.

Thomas, Wm.
Wadell, J.

Wavlaud. A.
Wilkin. S. J.

Williams. J. L.
Wilson, Wra.
Windsor, J. M.

Elders, 56.

Total nays, 130.
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Revs. J. T. Balch, T. C Stuart, and M. Peden voted non liquet. Rev. J.

W. Hoyte was excused from voting. The motion was IrM.

The minority report of Dr. Anderson was then taken up ; an amendment
offered by Jonathan Edwards, d.d., was adopted, making the report as follows:

G-ratefuUy acknowledging the distinguished bounty and care of Almighty
God toward this favored land, and also recognizing our obligations to submit
to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, this General Assembly adopt
the following resolutions

:

Resolved, 1. That in view of the present agitated and unhappy conditioa

of this country, the first day of July next be hereby set apart as a day of
prayer throughout our bounds ; and that on this day ministers and people are

called on humbly to confess and bewail our national sins ; to offer our thanks
to the Father of light for his abundant and undeserved goodness toward us
as a nation ; to seek his guidance and blessing upon our rulers and their

counsels, as well as on the Congress of the United States about to assemble

;

and to implore Him, in the name of Jesus Christ, the great High Priest of
the Christian profession, to turn away his anger from us, and speedily restore

to us the blessings of an honorable peace.

Resolved, 2. That this General Assembly, in the spirit of that Christian
patriotism which the Scriptures enjoin, and which has always characterized
this Church, do hereby acknowledge and declare our obligations to promote
and perpetuate, so for as in us lies, the integrity of these United States, and
to strengthen, uphold, and encourage the Federal Government in the exercise

of all its functions under our noble Constitution ; and to this Constitution in

all its provisions, requirements, and principles, we profess our unabated
loyalty.

And to avoid all misconception, the Assembly declare that by the terms
"Federal Government," as here used, is not meant any particular administra-

tion, or the peculiar opinions of any particular party, but that central admin-
istration, which being at any time appointed and inaugurated according to the
forms prescribed in the Constitution of the United States, is the visible re-

presentative of our national existence.

On a motion to adopt this report the ayes and nays were ordered.

The ayes are as follows :

MINISTERS.

Anderson. W. C.

Anaan, Wm.
Badeau, R. M.
Baldwin, .]. A.
Bai-iiett, J. M.
Barr, Andrew
Bergen, J. G.
Bullions. D. G.
Campbell, J. A.
Campbell, Wm.
Clark, Jos.

Clark, Wm.
Cochran, A.
Conkey, J. P.

Coon, Jacob
Coulter, J. R.
Crane. E. N.
Critchlow, B. C.

Alexander, E.
Bailey. F. 6.
Baldwin, B. C.

Banks, .James
Barber, K. of N. J.

Barber, R. of Pa.
Beard, E.

Caldwell, W. W.
Clarke, Ilovey K.
Conn, Andrew
Cunninuhara, W.
Davy, W.
Dungan. C. B.
Ewiug, N.

Crozier. .John
Dodd, Luther
Donaldson, A.
Drake, F. T.

Dubuar, J.

Eastman, W. P.
Eaton, S. J. Jl.

Eaton, Wm.
Edsvards, J.

Elliott. 0.

Farquhar. J.
Fisk. Ezra W.
Forbes, Cochran
Goodman, R. S.

Haines, A. W.
Hamilton, W.
Hanson, H.
Hastiugs, J. M.

Fisher, W. H.
Fithian. J.

Frost, G. W.
Graham, J.

Greirg, A. C.

Guest, W. E.
Gulick, M.
Hamilton, R. A.
Hazel tine, M, 6.
Henry, T. C.

Heuston. W.
Humphrey, J. D.
Hutcliiiison. R. L.

Johnston, John

Heekman.Q. C.

Hopkins, T. M.
Hubbard, J. W.
Irviu, R.
Jacobus, M. W. .

Jones, John JI.

Kehoo, J. L.

Kellogg. E. M.
Kelly, John
Laird, F. H. L.

Latta, James
Lawrence, S.

Lee, Charles
Long, L H.
Lord, Willis

Lyon, D. C.

Mackey, J. L.

Martin, W. A. P.

ELDERS.

Johnston, Thomas
Kinkead, J. M..
Kinnear, C.

Law.son, W. C.
Lewis, J. C.

Linn, J. A.
Little, T.

Lowrie, Walter
Martin, J.

Mason, F.

Meredith. J. L.
Miller, E. B.

5Ionre, .Toseph

McChord, J.

10

Mathers, J. H.
Maxwell, A. B.
Miller, L. M.
Monfort, J. G.
Murray, Joseph
Musgrave, G. W.
McGuigan, K.
McPherson, R.
Newell. S.

Pelan, Wm.
Pratt, J. H.
Price, H. R.
Reaser, J. G.
Reeves, R. H.
Robertson, II. M.
Sackett, Milton A.
Schenck, W. E.

Semple, Philo M.

McConnell, T. W.
Neal, J.

Neely, T. S.

Newland, J.

Osborn, M.
Patterson, M.
Price, Samuel
Rankin. R. G.
Rea. J. D.

Reynolds, II. W.
Rodgers, M.
Rowland, W. B.
Russell, R. A.
Byerson, M.

Total

Slaorle, B. W.
Smith, J. D.

Snowden, E. H.
Stone, J. M.
Stryker. W. M.
Studdiford, P. 0.
Swan, S.

Taylor, T. J.

Tliayer, C.

Thoma.s, T. E.
Vaill. Thomas S.

Waller. D. J.

Westcott, W. A.
Williamson. James
Wines, E. C.

Ministers, 87.

Scates, W. B.
Seller, J.

Sheets, J.

Spring, C. A.
Stirratt. A.
Stewart, L. H.
Thomas, Wu).
Wadell, J.

Wilkin, S. J.

Williams, J. L.
Windsor. J. M.
Young, W. B.

Elders,

ayes, 156.
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The nays are as follows

Aitkpn. Thnmss
Aliich. William P.

Backus. .1. T.

Baker, William M.
Balch, J. T.

Brown, J. M.
Cheek. S B.

Childfi, Thomas S.

Condit, .).![.

Dicksou, Cyrus

B:illin1inp, Wm.
Church. Harvey
Clavpnn). J.

Deal, John

Fraser, George
Gayley, S. A.

Gillespie. J. II.

Hall, A. 6.
Hamill, S. M.
Ilappersett. R.
Harrison, W. A.
Hawthorne, J.

Hodse. Chas.
Hopkins, H. H.

Giles, Wm. F.

Harbison, .1. V.

Huhbard. C. S.

Loekwood, S.

MINISTERS.

Hornblower, W. H.
Hunt, W. E.

Imbrie, Charles K.
Kennedy, D.

Lane, Geo. W.
l^aymau, J. M.
Leif;hton, John
Lindsley, A. L.

J.loyd. J. P.

Mahaffey, S.

ELDERS.

Mercer, W. R.
Meredith. Geo.
McKeen, Henry
Sample, W.

Mathes, A. A.

Matthews, W. C.

Motzer, D.

Murphy, T. G.
Mutehmore, S. A.
Mclnnis, R.
McMichael, W.
McNair, D.
McPbail. G. W.
Ogden, T. A.

Tunstall, H. R.
Warren. L. L.

WavlaBd A.
White, J. B.

Peden, M.
Rutherford, E. H.
Sfott, H. 15

Smith. H. M.
Stockton, .7.

Stuart, T. C.

Watts, Robert
Wells. J. D.

Yeomans. .1. W.
Ministers, 4

Wilson, A.

Elders, 17.

Total nays 66.

The resolutions were adopted. On the announcement of the vote, Chas.

Hodge, D.D„ Rev. J. P. Lloyd, A. G. Hall, d.d., Rev. Thos. S. Childs, Rev.

John D. Wells, J. Stockton, D.D., and W. P. Alrich, d.d., gave notice of di.s-

sents and protests. These protests and dissents were offered, and on motion

of Rev. D. J. Waller, were admitted to record.

Dissent of Rev. John Stockton, and Rev. Wm. P. Alrich, for the

following reasons

:

1. The undersigned voted to adopt the report of the majority of the Com-
mittee on the state of the country, and for the amendment offered to said re-

port by Dr. Musgrave. This vote declared their loyalty to the Federal Gov-

ernment in the fullest and most unequivocal manner.

2. This report which they voted to adopt was, moreover, intended and

adapted, in their opinion, in the best manner then before the house, to disem-

barrass loyal Presbyterians in the Southern States, to preserve the integrity

of the Presbyterian Church, and, as a consequence, to secure the best inter-

ests of our whole country.

Dissent of Rev. John P. Lloyd :

1. Because, in his opinion, the action of the Assembly was not necessary

to vindicate its own loyalty, or that of the Church it _ represents, Presbyteri-

anism and patriotism in fullest devotion to the Constitution and the Union
being almost synonymous terms on the page of our history.

2. Because no error in doctrine or immorality in practice on the part of

any church. Presbytery, or Synod, demands such action ; nor was such error

or immorality presented for, or defined by, the decision of the Assembly in

the action dissented from.

3. Because the action of the Assembly renders the condition of brethren

and churches in the unhappily disaffected States of this Union one of pain-

fully increased difficulty, seeming at least to make their loyalty and obedience

to the Church of their choice, at least in this behest of the Assembly, ut-

terly inconsistent with their submission to the laws of the_ States of which
they are citizens. Their usefulness, their comfort, and their personal safety

are thereby unnecessarily endangered.

4. Becau.se, for the above reasons, and others that might but need not be
specified, the action of the Assembly is calculated to increa.se our political

difficulties, add unnecessarily to the cause of Southern alienation and dissatis-

faction, and thereby render more nearly hopeless the patriotic wishes and
the efforts of the Administration to restore the now endangered Union in

the bonds of peace.

Finally, because it renders, if not very probable, at least painfully possible,

the disruption and division of the Church we love, and which we represent

;

an event that must affect most disastrously every interest of the kingdom of
Christ in this land, and every interest of that country which we love even
more than we love our lives, and making more uncertain the continuance of
that Government and Union which are the hope of the world.
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Dissent of Rev. S. M. Hamill :

1. The introduction of this subject into ourassembly at all, was undesira-

ble, unnecessary, and calculated to create division.

2. The history of the Presbyterian Church bears ample testimony to her

attachment to the Constitution, laws, and government of the United States,

so that no new utterance on this subject was needed.

3. In his civil relations, where this subject properlybelongs, he has borne

full testimony to his high appreciation of the Constitution, laws, and gov-

ernment under which we live, and has made and continues to make daily

prayer for the preservation, integrity, and perpetuity of our beloved Union.

4. The Presbyterian Church extends over the nation ; and in this Assembly
there are many excellent brethren, some of whom are present with us at great

sacrifice and peril, whose positions at home, owing to the distracted state of the

country, are greatly embarrassed by this action of the Greneral Assembly.

Protest of Revs. JoHN D. Wells, and Thos. S. Childs.

1. Because while the subject was under discussion we were led to expect,

in accordance with the rules which up to that time had _beeu_ tacitly recog-

nized as governing this Assembly, and also in reply to a direct inquiry on the

subject that a division of the question would be allowed.

2. We have not asked to be excused from voting : but as the vote is now
recorded, our names do not appear upon the record as they should.

3. We believe it to be our duty to record our names in favour of the de-

liverance of the Assembly appointing a day of prayer, by the first resolution

of the majority report, and also of the minority report, and against all other

action on the subject.

Protest of A. Gr. Hall, b.d.

I would most solemnly, yet respectfully, protest against the adop-

tion by this Assembly, of the second resolution of the minority report of the

Committee on the present state of the country, not because I am opposed to

the patriotic sentiments therein expressed, for I recognize it to be my duty,

as a citizen, of the United States, especially urgent in this time of our coun-

try's peril, to do all in my power to sustain the Grovernment in all its consti-

tutional efforts to suppress rebellion against its authority, and to preserve the

integrity of the Union. But I hold it to be made the duty of the Assembly
by the Constitution of the Church, to abstain from all political deliverances,

and to confine itself exclusively to ecclesiastical action. The resolution re-

ferred to might be adopted, with a slight verbal alteration, by an assemblyof
patriotic citizens, or by a political convention, but it is in form unbecoming
the spiritual character and functions of a court of the Lord Jesus Christ.

If in the judgment of this court the present state of the country demands
its action, that action should have direct reference to the church which it

represents, in order to guard its members against the sin of rebellion.

The following, in my view, embodies the spirit of the resolution, against

the passage of which I protest, in an ecclesiastical form, and should have
been adopted by the Assembly, if in its judgment it is wise, and for the edi-

fication of the Church at this time, to give a deliverance on the subject.

Wliereas, Many ministers, elders, and members of the Presbyterian

Church, which this Assembly represents, are, in the providence of God,
placed in circumstances of peculiar temptation, by reason of the present state

of the country, to commit the sin of rebellion against the constitutional au-

thority of the United States, therefore we affectionately and earnestly warn
them to resist this temptation, and to prove themselves loyal to the Union.
And if any in our communion are in rebellion against the Government in

the exercise of its legitimate constitutional functions, we remind them of the

great sin of which they are guilty, and warn them of the necessity which
their rebellion, if persisted in, imposes upon the judicatories of the Church,
to deal with them according to the word of God, and the Constitution of the

Presbyterian Church.

Protest of Charles Hodge, d.d. for himself and others

:

We, the undersigned, respectfully protest against the action of the General
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Assembly, m adopting the minority report of the Committee on the state of

the country.

We make this protest, not because we do not acknowledge loyalty to our
country to be a moral and religious duty, according to the word of God,
which requires us to be subject to the powers that be ; nor because we deny
the right of the Assembly to enjoin that, and all other like duties, on the

ministers and churches under its care ; but because we deny the right of the

General Assembly to decide the political question, to what government the

allegiance of Presbyterians as citizens is due, and its right to make that de-

cision a condition of membership in our Church.
That the paper adopted by the Assembly does decide the political question

just stated, is in our judgment undeniable. It asserts not only the loyalty

of this body to the Constitution and the Union, but it promises in the name
of all the churches and ministers whom it represents, to do all that in them
lies to " strengthen, uphold, and encourage the Federal Government." It is.

however, a notorious fact, that many of our ministers and members consci-

entiously believe that the allegiance of the citizens of this country is prim-
arily due to the States to which they respectively belong ; and, therefore,

that when any State renounces its connection with the United States, and its

allegiance to the Constitution, the citizens of that State are bound by the

laws of God to continue loyal to their State, and obedient to its laws. The
paper adopted by the Assembly virtually declares, on the other hand, that

the allegiance of the citizens is due to the United States ; anything in

the Constitution, or ordinances, or laws of the several States to the contrary
notwithstanding.

It is not the loyalty of the members constituting this Assembly, nor of our
churches and ministers in any one portion of the country that is thus as-

serted, but the loyalty of the whole Presbyteiuan Church, North and South,
East and West.

Allegiance to the Federal Government is recognized or declared to be the
duty of all the churches and ministers represented in this body. In adopt-
ing this paper, therefore, the Assembly does decide the great political ques-
tion which agitates and divides the country. The question is, Whether the
allegiance of our citizens is to the State or the Union. However clear our
own convictions of the correctness of this decision may be, or however deeply
we may be impressed with its importance, j^et it is not a question which this

Assembly has a right to decide.

A man may conscientiously believe that he owes allegiance to one govern-
ment or another, and yet possess all the qualifications which the word of God
or the standards of the Church authorize us to demand in our members or
ministers. As this General Assembly represents the whole Church, the acts

and deliverances of this Assembly become the acts and deliverances of the
Church. It is this consideration that gives to the action of this Assembly in

this case all its importance, either in our own view or in the view of others.

It is the allegiance of the (Old-school) Presbyterian Church to the Consti-
tution, the Union, and the Federal Government, which this paper is intended
to profess and proclaim. It does, therefore, of necessity, decide the political

question which agitates the countr3^ It pronounces or assumes a particular

interpretation of the Constitution. This is a matter clearly beyond the juris-

diction of the Assembly.
That the action of the Assembly in the premises does not only decide the

political question referred to, but makes that decision a term of membership
in our Church, is no less clear. It is not analagous to the recommendation
of a religious or benevolent institution, which our members may regard or
not at pleasure ; but it puts into the mouths of all represented in this bodj',

a declaration of loyalty and allegiance to the Union and to the Federal Gov-
ernment. But such a declaration, made by our members residing in what
are called the seceding States, is treasonable. Presbyterians under the juris-

diction of those States, cannot, therefore, make that declaration. They are

consequently forced to choose between allegiance to their States and alleg-

iance to the Church.
The General Assembly in thus deciding a political question, and in mak-

ing that decision practically a condition of membership to the Church, has,
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in our judgment, violated the Constitution of the Church, and usurped the
prerogative of its Divine Master.
We protest loudly against the action of the Assembly, because it is a de-

parture from all its previous actions.

The General Assembly has always acted on the principle that the Church
has no right to make anything a condition of Christian or ministerial fellow-

ship, which is not enjoined or. required in the Scriptures and the Standards of
the Church.
We have, at one time, resisted the popular demand to make total abstinence

from intoxicating liquors a term of membership. At another time, the holding of
slaves. In firmly resisting these unscriptural demands, we have preserved
the integrity and unity of the Church, made it the great conservative body
of truth, moderation, and liberty of conscience in our country. The Assem-
bly have now descended from this high position, in making a political opinion
a particular theory of the Constitution, however correct and important that
theory may be, the condition of membership in our body, and thus, we fear,

endangered the unity of the Church.
In the third place, we protest, because we regard the action of the As-

sembly as altogether unnecessary and uncalled for. It wag required neither
to instruct nor excite our brethren in the Northern States. It was not
needed as a vindication of the loyalty of the North.

Old-school Presbyterians everywhere out of the so-called seceding States,

have openly avowed and conspicuously displayed their allegiance to the Con-
stitution and the Grovernment, and that in many cases at great cost and peril.

Nor was such action required by our duty to the country. We are fully

persuaded that we best promote the interests of the country by preserving
the integrity and unity of the Church.
We regard this action of the Assembly, therefore, as a great national ca-

lamity, as well as she most disastrous to the interests of our Church which
has marked its history.

We protest, fourthly, because we regard the action of the Assembly as un-
just and cruel in its bearing on our Southern brethren. It was, in our judg-
ment, unfair to entertain and decide such a momentous question when the
great majority of our Southern Presbyteries were, from necessity, unrepre-
sented in this body. And it is, in our judgment, a violation of the law of
love to adopt an act which must expose the Southern churches that remain
in connection with our Church, to suspicion, the loss of property, to personal
danger, and which tends to destroy their usefulness in their appointed fields

of labor.

And, finally, we protest, because we believe the act of the Assembly will

not only diminish the resources of the Church, but greatly weaken its power
for good, and expose it to the danger of being carried away more and more
from its true principles by a worldly or fanatical spirit.

Backus, John C.

Backus. .7. T.

Baker, William M.
B.ilch. J. T.

Brown, .T. M.
Cheek. S. B.

Chester, Wm.
ChiMs, Thomas S.

Coniiit, J. H.
Dickson, Cyrus

B.iUintine, Wm.
Giles, Wm. F.

Harbison, J. V.

Eraser, George
Gavley, S. A.
Gillespie, J. H.
Harrison, W. A.
Hawthorne, J.

HodKe. Chas.
Hopkins. H. H.
Hornblower, W. H.
Hoyte, James W.
Hunt, W. E.

Hubbard, C. S.

Lockwood, S.

Mercer, W. R.

MINISTERS.

Imbrie, Charles K.
Kennedy, D.

Lee, U.

Leighton, John
Lindsley, A. L.
Lloyd, J. P.

Mahafifey. S.

Mathes, A. A.

Matthews, W. C.

Motzer, D.

ELDERS.

Meredith, Geo.
McKeen, Henry
Semple, W.

Murphy, T. G.
Mclnnis, R.
McMichael, W.
McNair, D.
McPhail, G. W.
Ogden, T. A.
Peden, M.
Rutherford, E. H.
Scott, H. B
Smith, H. M.

Tunstall, H. R,
Warren, L. L.

Wayland, A.

Stuart, T. C.

Symington, W. D.
Watts, Robert
Wells, J. D.

Yeomans, J. W.

Ministers, 45.

White, J. B.

Elders, 13.

Total, 58.

The Moderator appointed Rev. Drs. Thomas E. Thomas, Willis Lord, and
Wm. C. Anderson, Ministers; Jesse L. Williams and Nathaniel Ewing, el-

ders, a Committee to answer the dissents and protests, which they did as

follows

:
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The action of the General Assembly, in reference to which these protests

are oifered, embraces two resolutions, against the former of which no objection

is alleged. The whole stress of the protestation is directed upon the follow-

ing sentence in the second resolution :
" Rewlverl, That this General Asseni-

bl}', in the spirit of that Christian patriotism which the Scriptures enjoin,

and which has always characterized this Church, do hereby acknowledge ana
declare our obligations to promote and perpetuate, so far as in us lies, the in-

tegrity of these United States ; and to strengthen, uphold, and encourage the

Federal Government in the exercise of all its functions under our noble Con-
stitution; and to this Constitution, in all its provisions, requirements, and
principles we profess our unabated loyalty."

The first and main ground of protest against the adoption of this resolu-

tion is, that the General Assembly has no right to decide purely political

questions; that the question whether the allegiance of American citizens is

due primarily and eminently to the State, or to the Union, is purely political,

of the gravest character, dependent upon constitutional theories and inter-

pretations, respecting which various opinions prevail in diiferept sections of

our country ; that the action of the Assembly virtually determines this vexed
question, decides to what government the allegiance of Presbyterians, as citi-

zens, is due, and makes that decision a term of communion.
That the action of the Assembly has political as well as moral bearings, is

readily admitted. So had the decision of our Divine Master, when he said

to the Pharisees and Herodians, " Render to Caesar the things that are

Caesar's," Mark xii. 17 ; a decision still binding upon all men, and underly-

ing this very act of the Assembly. The payment of the required tax was
both a moral and a political duty.

" There are occasions," says the author of an able article on " The state of

the Country," in the January number of the Princeton Revieio, " there are

occasions when political questions rise into the sphere of morals and relir/ion ;

when the rule of political action is to be sought, not in consideration of State

policy, but in the law of God When the question to be decided

turns on moral principles ; when reason, conscience, and the religious senti-

ment are to be addressed, it is the privilege and duty of all icho have access

in any way to the public ear, to endeavor to allay unholy feeling, and to bring

truth to bear on the minds of their fellow-citizens." The General Assembly
heartily approve these principles, and doubt not that if ever there was an oc-

casion when political questions rose into the sphere of morals and religion,

the present circumstances of our beloved country are of that character.

The protestants " deny the right of the General Assembly to decide to

what government the allegiance of Presbyterians, as citizens, is due."

Strictly speaking, the Assembly has made no such decision. They have said

nothing respecting the allegiance of the subjects of any foreign power, or

that of the members of our mission churches in India, China, or elsewhere,

who may hold connection with our denomination. The action complained of

relates solely to American Presbyterians, citizens of these United States.

Even with regard to them, the Assembly has not determined, as between
conflicting governments, to which our allegiance is due. We are the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.
Such is the distinctive name, ecclesiastical and legal, under which we have
chosen to be known by our sister churches and by the world. Our organiza-

tion as a General Assembly was cotemporaneous with that of our Federal

Government. In the seventy-four years of our existence, Presbyterians have
known but one supreme government, one nationality, within our wide-spread

territory. We know no other now. History tells of none. The Federal

Government acknowledges none. No nation on earth recognizes the existence

of two independent sovereignties within these United States. What Divine
Providence may intend for us hereafter—what curse of rival and hostile sove-

reignties within this broad heritage of our fathers, we presume not to deter-

mine. Do these protestants, who so anxiously avoid political entanglements,

desire the General Assembly to anticipate the dread decision of impending
battle, the action of our own government, the determination of foreign pow-
ers, and even the ultimate arbitration of Heaven ? Would they have us re-

cognize, as good Presbyterians, men whom our own government, with the



THE PRESBYREKIAN CHURCH IX THE UNITED STATES, (o. S.) 79

approval of Christendom, may soon execute as traitors? May not the high-
est Court of our Church, speaking as the interpreter of that holy law which
says, " Ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience'

sake," Rom. xiii. 5, warn her communicants against " resisting the ordinance
of God" ? Rom. xiii. 2. In the language of the learned Reviewer above
cited. " Is disunion morally right ? l)oes it not involve a breach of faith,

and a violation of the oaths by which that faith was confirmed ? We believe,

under existing circumstances, that it does, and therefore it is as dreadful a
blow to the Church as it is to the State. If a crime at all, it is one, the
heinousness of which can only be imperfectly estimated."

In the judgment of this Assembly, " this saying is true ;" and therefore
the admission, on the part of the Assembly, that Presbyterians may take up
arms against the Federal Government, or aid and comfort its enemies, and
yet be guiltless, would exhibit that " practical recognition of the right of se-

cession," which, saj's the Reviewer, would '" destroy our national life."

But we deny that this deliverance of the Assembly establishes any new
term of communion. The terms of Christian fellowship are laid down in

the word of God, and are embodied in our standards. It is competent to

this Court to interpret and apply the doctrines of the word ; to warn men
against prevailing sins; and to urge the performance of neglected duties.

We regard the action, against which these protests are levelled, simply as a
fliithful declaration, by the Assembly, of Christian duty towards those in au-
thority over us ; which adds nothing to the terms of communion already
recognized. Surely the idea of the obligation of loyalty to our Federal
Government is no new thing to Presbyterians.
And this is a sufficient reply, also, to the second article of this protest.

Having established no new term of membership, this Assembly is not liable

to the charge of having departed from the old paths.

A third ground of protest is the allegation that this action of the Assem-
bly is uncalled for and unnecessary. Yet, on the admission of these pro-
testants themselves, it is " a notorious fact," that many of our ministers and
members believe themselves absolved from all obligations of loyalty to our
National Government,—believe, in contradiction to the Princeton Reviewer,
that disunion is morally right ; and some are already in arms to vindicate
these opinions. What, when " a crime, the heinousness of which can only
be imperfectly estimated"

—
"striking as dreadful a blow at the Church as

at the State," is already committed ; when thousands of Presbyterians are
likely to be seduced from their allegiance by the machinations of wicked
men ; when our national prosperity is overclouded ; when every material
interest is in jeopardy, and every spirittial energy paralj'sed ; when armed
rebellion joins issue with armed authority on battle-fields, where tens of
thousands must perish ; when it remains a question whether our national life

survives the conflict, or whether our sun sets in anarchy and blood—is it un-
called for, unnecessary, for this Christian Assembly to renew, in the memories
and hearts of a Christian people, resiaect for the majesty of law, and a sense
of the obHgation of loyalty ? Let posterity decide between us.

That this decision of the Assembly is unjust to a portion of our Church,
not now fully represented in this body, is a fourth reason of protest. We
need only reply, that the roll of this Assembly shows delegates from Vir-
ginia, Kentucky, Missouri, Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas.
All might have been as easily represented. Besides, this action has no local

or sectional character. The subject is of national relations, as well as of such
pressing urgency, that to have waited for a full Southern representation,

in a future Assembly, would have been to loose for ever the critical moment
when action would be productive of good.

As to the final ground of protest, it is enough to record our simple denial
of the opinions expressed. We sincerely believe that this action of the
General Assembly will increase the power of the Church for good ; securing,

as we humbly trust it will, the favour of her exalted Head, in behalf of those
who testify for a suffering truth.




