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THE INDEPENDENT. 
ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 

TWENTY-FIRST BIRTHDAY. 

Tus is THe INDEPENDENT’S Twenty- 

Hail, happy hour! Re- 

joice, favored newspaper! Give thanks» 

jubilant Editor and Publisher! Offer con- 

e ratulations, kind and generous subscrib- 

Join in the festival, colaborers, con- 

tributors, writers, friends, and fellow-citi- 

zens! And long live the Republic! Amen. 

If this opening strain be deemed too im- 

passioned for the occasion, let the sober- 

minded reader recall the time when he 

himself was twenty-one years of age—how 

his heart leaped, how his pulse danced, 

how his eye twinkled—and let him pardon 

our irrepressible emotions on this gala- 

— 

first Birthday. 

It was on the first Thursday of Decem- 

ber, 1848, that this journal first saw the 

licht, and it has striven to abide among 

the children of the light” ever since. 

Without wishing to prate tediously of 

these twenty-one years of our history, We | 

will note only a few salient points of prog- | Ss 

ress. 

The paper was established to promote 

cal—one the Congregational as against the | 

Presbyterian church polity, the other the | 

freedom of the slave against the tyranny 

Ite original proprietors } 

were five laymen: Henry C. Bowen, Theo- | 

McNamee, Simeon B. Chittenden, | 

f hie sector 

dore 

Seth B. Hunt, and Jonathan Hunt. Its! - 

original editors were three Congregational 

clergymen: the Rev. Dr. Leonard Bacon, 

the Rev. Mr. Richard S§. Storrs,-Jr., not 

then a doctor of divinity, anc the Rev. Mr. 
Joseph P. Thompson, then similarly un- 
titled.— In their salutatory, they expressed | 

the hope that their editorial labors would | 

contribute to their pulpit efficiency—a re- 

sult which was soon after signally verified 

in the case of two of them; for they had 

no sooner begun to handle the editorial 

pen dexterously than they suddenly 

achieved for themselves those honorable 

doctorates which now shine like half- 

moons at the end of theirnames. The 

assistant editor was the Rev. Joshua 

Leavitt, who, having already achieved dis- 

tinction in the editorial profession as the 

conductor at one time of The Evangelist, 

and subsequently of Te Emancipator, soon 

received likewise, as a similar reward of 

merit, a similar title; nor do we know of 

any American divine whose honorable 

double D more admirably harmonizes with 

a great solidity of judgment and a fine 

gravity of deportment. 

_it was at one time proposed to call the 

new paper The Religious Intelligencer ; an- 

other suggestion was The Christian Times ; 

but its true, foreordained, predestined, 

and undying title was, is, and ever shall be 

Tur INDEPENDENT. 

The salutatory to which we have already 

referred was entitled, “ The Editors to the 

Public,” signed in autograph by its three 

authors, and was an address which future 

historians of the Church will consider re- 

markable in that it apparently contained 

no reference to and no recognition of the 

Evangelical type of the Christian religion. 
It might have been written by Theodore 

Parker, who was then at the hight of his 

heresy in Boston. The only allusion which 

it made to Christ was an incidental use of 

the word Christian. -We are not saying 

that this prospectus ought to have been 

less broad and catholic. Far from it! 
We look back upon it with pride as a 
beautiful evidence of the religious liberal- 
ity of our editorial predecessors, But it is 

fair to inform the world that the present 

editor has never been able wholly to re- 
move from THE INDEPENDENT that impu- 

tation of theological laxity which its three 

Christian fathers thus set upon it like a 

birth-mark on {ts natal day. 
There is no picture in our memory’s 

gallery more vivid than our remembrance 

of the old editorial office at No. 22 Beek- 
man street, into which every day, at 2 

o'clock, stepped the brisk, smiling, and in- 

dustrious Dr. Thompson; into which, 

about once a fortnight, came the venerable 
head of Dr. Bacon; and into which, about 

twice a year, moved the eloquent step of 
Dr. Storrs— 

* Whose very foot had music in’t, 
As he came up the stair.” 

It used to be thought in the office that Dr. 
Storrs would have “ put in an appearance” 
much oftener than he did, except for his 

fear of meeting the printers. His weekly 
“proof” was usually so cut and slashed 

into fastidious alterations that it took 
longer for the compositors to “revise” it 
than originally to “set it up.” Several 
ingenious plans for waylaying him in the 
composing-room were frustrated by his 

precautionary absence from the scene of 
danger. “Dr. Thompson rarely and Dr. 
Bacon never made an alteration. The ex- 
act measure of their fame among our read- 

ers we cannot gauge; but among our 

printers their memory is without a stain 
of reproach to this day. : 

@At the end of thirteen years, in Decem- 
ber, 1861, this triumvirate of Congrega- 
tional divines retired from their jointly- 
occupied editorial chair, or rather settee, 

leaving the ample vacancy to be amply 

filled by the well-developed but not un- 

comfortable proportions of the Rev, Henry 

‘Ward Beecher.f As we had been only 8 

two ideas—one religious, the other politi- | Ss 
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Lhe independents Charge on the 

subaltern in the original staff of ed- 

itors, we never knew exactly the reason 

why our three chiefs retired, until Mr. 

Beecher in his inaugural explained that 

they withdrew “the better to fulfill de- 

layed and cherished projects of Christian 

scholarship and labor "py Works on which, 

we presume, they have been since indus- 

triously engaged, and which will undoubt- 

edly be given to the world when the occa- 

sion (like the learning) shall be fully ripe. 

Mr. Beecher,who,when Tue INDEPENDENT 

was originated, had just ascended the steps 

of his new pulpit in Brooklyn, had already 

become, at the time of his accession to the 

editorial chair, the inferior of no American 

citizen in popularity and fame. Great in- 

terest was therefore felt as to the religious, 

and still greater as to the political, 

policy of his editorship.$ He had never 

been so wholly a Congregationalist 

but that he was always partly a Presby- 

terian. It followed as an inevitable con- 

sequence that he would not attempt to 

keep the paper unduly close to those 

straight paths of denominational demarca- 
tion which Dr. Bacon had mapped out. 
Having come from the West, with a Pres- 

byterian flavor clinging like a spice to his 

garments, it was not in his generous blood 
to wage even a friendly warfare against 

the Presbyterian form of church govern- 

ment. Accordingly, in his very first utter- 

ance, he put the Congregational and the 

Presbyterian denominations side by side» 

and expressed (indirectly, but sufficiently) 

his equal sympathy with both. By nat- 

ural gravitation, THe INDEPENDENT be- 

came, under his leadership, almost as 

much a sympathetic coworker with Pres- 

byterians as it had formerly been their 

polemic antagonist. But, as may be read- 

ily imagined from what we have already 

said of the original prospectus of 1848, 

Mr. Beecher did not wholly escape that 
same theological suspicion which from 

the beginning had been inadvertently 

drawn like a mild fog about the establish- 

ment. It is just to him, however, to 

say that through this thin haze he was 
always plainly visible as a “burn- 
ing and shining light.” Gay, brave, and 

cheery were the days of our service un- 

der that prince of captains. He allowed 

us all to think and work as we pleased; 
and we thought and worked the better for 

that liberty. He never found fault—in- 

deed, he rarely made a suggestion. On 

every Wednesday morning (which was 

the day of going to press) he would rise 

at 6 o'clock, eat a Spanish mackerel, drink 

a cup of coffee, saunter into the sanctum, 

hunt for a quill, whittle it awhile in med- 

itation, and then with blots, spatters, 

scratches, and dashes would burst forth 

into a double-leaded editorial article. He 

usually finished his manuscript about 11 
o'clock ; and while the compositors were 

putting it in type (a task which sometimes 

made them think forgivingly of Dr. Storrs) 

he -generally invited us to a walk up 
Broadway, with a view to rummage 

among book-shelves, or furniture-stores, 

or museums of curiosities, or artists’ 

studios, or picture-galleries. “About one or 

two o'clock we would be back again atthe 

office; the proof would be brought in by 

the foreman; the brilliant author would 

throw himself down on 8 lounge, and, 

shutting his eyes (as he always does 

while music is playing), would say to 

his lieutenant, “Read it to me”; 

and s0, with pencil in hand _ to 

mark his corrections, we used to play the 

scribe to this “St. Gregory dictating his 

homilies.”"¢ We make this statement to 
avoid a possible perplexity to Mr. Beech- 

er’s future biographers, who might other-*} 

wise be surprised at seeing so many of his 

writing. In course of time he went to 

England—to wrestle with wild beasts at 

Liverpool. This was in the summer of 

1863—during which time (and it was 8 

fearful time in our nation’s history) the 

responsibility of the chief editorship fell on 
the aforesaid humble reader of a great 

man’s proofs. When Mr. Beecher returned 

in the fall, laden with unusual honors, 

the crown of all men’s good-will around 
his brow, he renewed for a few weeks 

his sustomary Wednesday-morning pro- 

gramme of mackerel and coffee and a quill 

pen; but we soon found ourselves left in 

lonely solitude to eat the first, to drink the 

second, and to ply the third, without the 

society of our great companion, who, in ad- 

dition to his many other virtues, had 
always a constitutional indisposition to su- 

perfluous hard work. At length, on the 

1st of January, 1863—Mr. Lincoln’s 
immortal day—the negroes were emanci- 

pated from their bondage, and Mr. Beecher 

was emancipated from hiseditorship. The 

first of these events was celebrated by 

THE INDEPENDENT with joy and rejoic- 

ing; the other was not even so much as 

whispered by its columns to the passing 

breeze. 

Tre INDEPENDENT’S proprietors were 
sagacious men; they did not know 

whether or not the third mate could be 

trusted to steer the ship. But they were 

also generous men; and so they invited 

him to a fair trial at the helm. “ Let 
another praise thee,” says Solomon, “and 

not thine own lips.” We have nothing to 

say in boastfulness of our own editorial 

management—except on one proud point: 

and that is, whatever the paper may have 

lost in scope, variety, and richness of con- 

tents ; whatever decay of intellectual vigor 

may have been noticed year by year in its 

editorial columns; we have at least cone 

our best endeavor to remedy any early re- 
missness of its orthodoxy, and to hold up, 
like a flying banner, the pristine standard 

of “ the faith once delivered to the saints.” 

Our chief interest in the early history 

of THe INDEPENDENT, a8 we look back 

upon its time-tinted and yellow-stained 

files,is the aggressive warfare which it 

never ceased to wage during what Mr. 

Seward fitly called “the irrepressible 
conflict.” At the time when it was start- 
ed, the last sands of President Polk’s 

administration were running out of 

the glass. Gen. Taylor had just been 

elected, and was waiting to take his 

seat. The Liberty Party, with Martin 
Van Buren blowing its bugle, had made 

an unheeded (yet not unheard) appeal to 
the conscience of the nation. Webster, 
Clay, and Calhoun—‘“for there were 

giants in those days”—were fiercely 
wrestiing with American Liberty in the 
Senate Chamber, and had not yet been 
overthrown by that conqueror of great 
men. Hale, Chase, and Giddings were in 

Congress; but Sumner and Wade had not 
yet appeared. Garrison and Phillips were 
walking up and down among a “ wicked 

and adulterous generation,” that followed 

in a mob at their heels. No sooner had 
the new paper been put in running order ; 

no sooner hadits proprietors become s0- 

berly familiar with its weekly bill of ex- 

penses ; no sooner had they begun to look 

each other in the face, saying, “ How much 

longer shall we be able to stand all this ?” 

than there occurred a crisis in the nation 

which well-nigh proved a crisis in the 

paper. President Taylor died, leaving 

Millard Fillmore to play the antetype 

of Andrew Joknson.~ The Fugitive Slave 

Law was signed by a stupendous renegade, 

who has recently augmented his original 

crime by vindicating it to « later genera- 

tion. The whole nation rocked like a ship 

most eloquent passages in our own hand- in a storm, THs LyDEPENDENT, taking 

counsel neither with flesh nor blood, 

openly proclaimed that “The Fugitive 

Slave Law was no law for a Christian 

man.” This utterance so terrified Mr. 8. 

B. Chittenden, one of its proprietors, that 

he fled from the establishment, published 

acard in the Journal of Commerce to say 
that he had never given a shilling to the 

abolition cause, and he has never recov- 

ered sufficient courage to take part in any 

other public question except to surrender or 

compromise it. The dissolution of the firm 

of Hunt, Merriam & Co., and the absence 

of both the Hunts from New York, led to 

a withdrawal of these excellent men from 

the proprietorship, leaving the whole ex- 

pensive burden to be borne by Bowen & 

McNamee—a firm who, in’ reply 
to the taunts they daily received 

from Northern newspapers and from 

Southern customers, issued their memora- 

ble manifesto, “ We sell our goods, not our 
principles.” This double defiance of pub- 

lic opinion, first by the editors and next by 

the proprietors of Tok INDEPENDENT, 
was a worthier service to the cause of true 

religion (as we look at religion) than had 

been rendered by all the voluminous dis- 
quisitions ~which the paper had, pre- 

viously printed on sectarian issues and 

denominational strifes. With unmingled 
admiration we look back upon that golden 

period in the history of this journal—a 

period before our own participation in its 

career—one of which we may therefore 

speak freely without the reproach of self- 
laudation. Had it not been for the moral 
courage and the pecuniary liberality of 

its then remaining proprietors, who were 

determined that the paper should conquer 

a hearing, even if the struggle should cost 

every cent which their silk-house could 
earn, THE INDEPENDENT must have gone 
down before the storm. By a singular 

Providence, the paper which thus owed 
its continuance solely to the great fortune 
with which Mr. Bowen was able to buoy 
it up was afterward, when that fortune 

suddenly failed its possessor, able to repay 
to him from its own treasury an income 

equal to the one he had lost. “He that 

watereth shall be watered also himself.” 

There are three special features of this 

journal in which it differs from its cotem- 
poraries of the press: 

One is, the variety of opinions to which 
our columns give free utterance. Our 

pages are a whole chorus of voices. 

Such a paper as The Nation, for in- 

stance, contains nothing but one man’s 

opinions; all its articles, by whom- 

soever contributed, must be trimmed and 

shaped into harmony with its editor’s 

% 2, 1869. 
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We hardly ever read the English magazines 

without wondering how much each article 

has been necessarily hammered and beaten 

by the author so as to fit the mold of the 

editor’s creed, or of the proprietor’s pros- 

pectus. ~ No such flattening, spirit-quench- 

ing rule prevails in the management of 

THE INDEPENDENT. For instance, there is 

no public question on which we have a more 

positive opinion than upon the question of 

Woman’s Suffrage ; but we feel at the same 
time that we render to the public at large 

a signal service by printing Prof. Tayler 
Lewis’s masterly presentation of the oppo- 
site view. The cause of truth gains, not 

loses, by a wide liberty of debate.« We are 
glad that many other journals, particularly 

of the religious press, are, in this respect, 

now copying an example which Tue In- 

DEPENDENT was the earliest to set and is 

sti!l the oftenest to practice. 

Another peculiarity of this journal to 
which we allude is one which its readers 
must long ago have noticed—namely, the 

equal number of men and women who write 

for tts columns. Literature no longer 
rightfully belongs to man alone; woman 

claims a just and equal share init. In 

conducting THe INDEPENDENT, we recog- 

nize this claim. The contributions of wo- 

men are oftentimes the brightest gems that 
glitter in these pages. The Tribune, with 

great advantage to itself, has added wo- 

men to its reportorial and also to its edi- 

torial staff. Let us claim for Toe Inpe- 
PENDENT (since we must boast a little on 
this boastful anniversary) the proud privi- 

lege of making this practice a signa), per- 
petual, and intentional feature of our edi- 

torial policy. Sooner or later the whole 

press, both of America and of England, 

will adopt this wholesome fesh‘on. 

“The third feature, at which we have 
hinted, is the absoltite’ independence 

of the editorial departmer?. Tue In- 
DEPENDENT’s publisher is its absolute 
owner; no other person has a penny’s 

worth of stock in the establishment. But, 

by an understanding which has never once 
been forgotten, its publisher kas not in- 

terfered with the editor's columns. ? Not 
once in the whole course of THE INDE- 
PENDENT'S history has its publisher ever 
sought to dictate ‘ts editorial policy. Indeed, 
he never knows in advance what this pol- 
icy is to be; He sometimes likes it; and 

sometimes don’t like it; but never crumbles. 
It is only on such & generous basis as this 

that the proper independence of the press 

can ever be maintained. And we would 
be happy to know the name of any other 

publisher who, being at the same time the 

views. To this rule the only exception 
isan occasional letter of explanation or 

correction which he admits from some 
correspondent. THE INDEPENDENT is 

conducted on a totally different plan — a 

plan which has been @ cherished and 

favorite model of journalism with the 

present editor from the beginning of his 
editorial life. This plan is,to make the 
paper reflect every week a whole parlia- 
ment of opinions Tske any copy of 
THe INDEPENDENT, and its editor often 

finds in it more utterances with which he 
disagrees than with which he agrees.” No 
contributor is asked to pay the least defer- 

ence to our own views or prejudices; but, 

on the contrary, every contributor is in- 

formed, over and over again, that no 

lock is to be put upon the gate of his lips. 

It is the unfettered, unbiased utterance of 

the individual soul, whether this utterance 
be in or out of harmony with any other 
person’s convictions, even though® that 
person be the conductor of a Saturday Re- 
view or a London Quarterly—it is only this 
free and uninfluenced utterance that has 
any genuine value in newapaeper literature. 

sole proprietor of his journal, has never 
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politics, we hold to the comprehensive 

creed of the equal civil and_ political 

rights of all American citizens, without 

distinction of color or sex... From its origin 

till now, Tie INDEPENDENT has never 

grown cold in its love of Liberty, and 

never slacked its zeal in the service of the 

oppressed, It has never had an editor 

whocould not say, with Gov. Andrew, “I 

know not what record of sin awaits me 

in the other world; but this I know, that 

I have never been guilty ofdespising any 

man because he was poor, because he was 

ignorant, or because he was black.” . Sel- 

den’s ancient motto shall ever be ours: 

“Before all else, Liberty.” We make 

common cause with struggiing negroes, 

with disfranchised women, with hunted 

Indians, and with oppressed Chinamen. 

In a word, both in religion and in potitics, 

we believe in the universal and all-com- 

prehensive Jaw.enacted by Him who 

spake as never man spake when he gave 

to individuals and nations—to churches 

and states—this authoritative rule of faith 

and practice: “ Whatsoever ye would that 

men should do unto you, do ye even s0 

unto them.” 

It is with these sentiments (if we know 

our heart of hearts) that we find ourselves 

celebrating our twenty-first birthday. 

This journal, after a terrible struggle, in 

which it gasped for its vital breath, has at 

last achieved one of the most brilliant suc- 

cesses in the history of journalism. We 

do not propose to rest on ourlaure}s, “ To- 

morrow,” sang the poet, “to fresh woods 

and pastures new.” During the coming 

year we hope to make this journal so 

bright that itshall eclipse the past. It has 

taken twenty-one years to establish Toe 

INDEPENDENT On the granite and adamant 

of its present foundation. Hereafter, with 

Marriaces any Deatns, not exceeding four lines 
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| for forty thousand dollars worth of white 

paper, of the quality used this week. 

| That amount will supply us less than four 

months ; but we shall use the same quality 

or better through the year. Its cost to us 
for the same number of subscribers will be 

from $15,000 to $18,000 more than for that 

used the past year. It is far better than 

that ever used by any similar newspaper 

in the country. 

We have purchased of the Messrs, 
Hoe, of this city, probably the best 

four-cylinder press ever manufactured. It 

cost us, complete, including setting up, 

over $30,000, and is a model in every re- 

spect. And yet, so large is our edition, 

that this splendid machine cannot do ali 

our work in the time required. We are 

about contracting for three more presses, in 

order promptly to meet the increasing de- 

mands upon us and prepare against acci- 

dent. 

Each number of Tue INDEPENDENT is 
now stereotyped as a matter of economy; 

otherwise a font of type would not 

| last us but a few months. 

Our readers will all, doubtless, be glad to 

see the splendid illustrations in this week’s 

paper; and they will also be glad to know 

that we shall, on the first Thursday of each 

month, through the year, publish a triple 

sheet, beautifully illustrated by the best 

artists in the country. We shall spare no 

expense whatever in making that monthly 

issue @ great and popular feature; while 

we know we shall furnish a far better paper 

every week than we have ever done in the 

past. 

We now, with able and competent 

assistance (owning all the necessary ma- 

terials and machinery), do all our 

own work of type-setting, stereo 

typing, printing, wrapping, mailing, ad- 

dressing, and publishing, and give con- 

stant employment, including editors, to 

about one hundred persons. 

The advertising patronage of Tur In- 

DEPENDENT is more than triple (in cash 

value) that of any other religious news 

paper in the world; and there are no fifty 

two consecutive numbers ef any secular 
newspaper which have as much adver- 
tising in cash value as that which appears 
in a volume (fifty-two numbers) of Tum 
INDEPENDENT. Business men have found 
out where to go to obtain the most for 
their money. While we devote so much 
space to advertisers, our subscribers will 
bear witness that we have never restricted 
the reading matter ; and in this particular 
they will be far better served in the future 
than in the past. 

Tue INDEPENDENT has worked hard 
the past twenty-one years to earn its pres 
ent position; and it intends to keep 
it, and also to work hard in the 
future. We have from the com- 
mencement done the best we could with 
the means at command. Our disposition 
has been to spend all our money as fast as 
received in improving the paper. We 
will now admit that our present retarns or 

Church of this great Christian nation, and 

all its patriotic people, owe a debt of grat- 

itude to that noble, humanity-loving 

preacher which never can be overestima- 

ted. 

Tuk INDEPENDENT in al! its earlier 

years, like every promising child, needed 

constant nursing and pecuniary support. 

Its editors were poorly paid, and the ven- 
erable and beloved Dr. Joshua Leavitt, 

then its office editor—recommended and 

urged upon us by the late David Hale, of 

the Journal of Commerce, as the ablest 

man in the country for that important 

position—was entirely supported the first 

year by outside contributions. Its first 

publisker, the late Seth W. Benedict, re- 

ceived a salary of only three hundred 

dollars per annum. The total rent paid 

for publishing office and editorial rooms 

was only five hundred dollars. A few 

writers and contributors only were 

paid; and in such cases the 

amount seldom exceeded five dollars 

an article, while the usual fee for the dest 

talent was only three dollars a column. 

The price of type-setting and other labor 

was not more than one-third to one-half 
the present rates. And yet, with all these 

small expenses, and the utmost economy 

in every quarter, the paper steadily run 

into debt, until its proprietors, at the end 

of a half-score of years, found the con- 

cern minus over forty thousand dollars. 

It was deficient in this large sum after 

using up every dollar of its advance sub- 

scriptions (not less than $40,000 more) as 

fast as received. Its real debt was, there- 

fore, over $80,000. Its proprictors, many 

times, were nearly discouraged at the con- 

stant calls for money. Changes in busi- 
ness, removals, and other providential 

causes, unlooked for at the commence- 

no further thought of laying a foundation, 
we shall have nothing to do but to build 
the stately superstructure. The time for 
counting the cost is past. Jt is our good 

fortune to work with a publisher whom 
no expense frightens. “Spend money 

freely,” is his injunction, “and fill the 

paper with the richest reading which 

money can buy.” Lyman Beecher, al- 

ways eager to preach, used to say that 

the Sundays did not come round fast 

enough. In view of the extensive prep- 

arations for our next volume, we are eacer 

to have the new year begin quickly. We 

are impatient to show our friends 

that TnzE INDEPENDENT of the past has 

been but a village newspaper in compari- 

son with the richly-freighted sheet which 

we expect to lay before them in the future. 

So, on this our birthday, we send a happy 
once attempted to control the absolute 
freedom of its editorial course. 
We need hardly restate here either the 

religious or the political attitude of Tor 
INDEPENDENT. Nevertheless, to avoid 

misconstruction on either of these points, 

let us say, in reference to the first, that this 

journal is not the organ of any ecclesias- 
tical body or of any sect or party, old 
school or new school. We are Congre- 
gationalists; but we do not undertake to 

be the represertatives of Congrezationel- 
ism.qWe have our own opinions on 
questions of theology; but we are not the 

champions of any man’s scheme or meta- 

physical system, or of the views set forth 
from any chair in theology.«Tre In- 
DEPENDENT is not to be held responsible 

for any opinions but its own in matters of 

church polity or of ecclesiastical doctrine. 

The doctors—Bushnell, Tyler, Taylor, 
Park,~and the rest; the schools and 
seminaries—Andover, Yale, Bangor, East 
Windsor, Hudson, Oberlin, and as many 

more as there are—may agree or disagree. 

We are responsible for none of them; nor 
is any of them responsible fr ws. In 

greeting to all our friends, and add there- 
to (with a remembered orthodoxy forgotten 

twenty-one years ago) the apostolic bene- 

diction of “ Grace, Mercy, and Peace.” 

THE PUBLISHER TO THE * 
PUBLIC, 

TWENTY-ONE years ago we stood joyful- 
ly beside the press which gave birth to the 

first copy of Tne INDEPENDENT—that 
comely, promising infant which to-day 
so auspiciously enters upen its majority. 
Like its great Master, whom it has at- 
tempted to serve, it was despised and re- 
jected of men, because, with no unmeaning 

words, it set forth the golden and inspired 

precept of doing to others, even to the poor 

and oppressed black race, what we would 
that men should do to us. It stood and 
spoke, as a religious newspaper, so nearly 
alone that it was like the voice of one cry- 

ing in the wilderness. Good men were 
beginning to feel ashamed that the New 
York Tribune, with Horace Greeley as its 

chief, was about the only preacher of im- 

partial justice in all the land. And here 
I feel constrained to say that the Christian 

gladly welcome the contributions of this 

gifted Quaker. .Thanks to that good Provi- 

dence which has spared his life to speak 

to our thousands of readers in this present 

sheet. It was Theodore Tilton who first 

suggested the engagement of Mrs. Stowe, 

Mrs. Browning, Horace Greeley, Wendell 

Phillips, and William Lloyd Garrison as 

regular contributors. When once these 

writers appeared in the paper,”others 

among our most gifted clergymen and 

statesmen were sought and obtained, in 

order to-give breadth and symmetry to 
our columns; and not until Louis Kossuth 

was added as the brilliant star in our firm- 

ament did this new “onward” move- 

ment seem to satisfy the ambition of this 

young editor. Indeed, he never has been 

satisfied; but has to this day constantly 
been “ pressing forward.” We have en- 

deavored to keep even with him in 

promptly approving his every movement 
and suggestion to make Tue INDEPEND- 
ENT a richer and better paper. = 

One word in regard to contributions. 
THE INDEPENDENT is the only religious 
newspaper in thiscountry which can em- 

ploy the best talent on a large scale. 
Other papers now and then have a good 

writer; but our columns are filled weekly 

with the most popular names known, and 

at a cost which would sink any other sim- 
ilar journal, 

The recent determination of Taz INpE- 
PENDENT to stand only on unsectarian 

ground, I need not say, meets with my 

hearty approval. The time has come, in 
my judgment, when all Christians of every 
name and sect should join hands in true 

fellowship to do the work of the Master. 

We have no time or space for denomina- 

tional quarreling ; and, while we shall “con- 

tend earnestly for the faith,” we shall do 

80 in such @ way as to unite, not separate, ment of the enterprise, reduced its pro- 
prietorship from time to time from five, 
its original number, to one, its present 

owner. And here it should be stated, as 

an interesting item in its history, that 

within a period of less than ten years 

Tne INDEPENDENT, the entire concern, 

was offered to several parties in New York 

for a mere pittance—less than its present 

monthly receipts; but no one could be 

found who would dare sssume all its lia- 
bilities and agree to furnish the paper a 

whole year to all who had paid for it in 

advance. To promise to do so much, 

without a dollar in the treasury, was 

enough to scare anybody. At length, 

however, a responsible party was found; 

but he soon became frightened and with- 

drew. Finally a man of extraordinary 

courage was obtained, who had faith in its 

present owner; and he consented to risk 
all he had to keep the concern afloat. 
Without that special and providential 
help we fear Tae INDEPENDENT could 
not have survived. 

But we will no longer dwell upon the 
past, except with a few brief words, to do 
justice to its present editor, Theodore Til- 
ton. He came into the editorial depart- 
ment of the paper at the earncst solicita- 
tion of the late Daniel Burgess. In the 
judgment of all the editors and Proprietors, 
his services were not then needed ; but his 
friend Burgess persisted, until the writer 
yielded and induced his fellow-proprietors 
also to yield to a temporary engagement 
on trial.-- From the moment he entered 
the office he commenced to work, > He was 
a skillful phonographic reporter, ahd was 
glad to go in all directions to furnish the 
columns of the paper with the latest relig- 
ious intelligence.§ He first suggested the 
engagement of John G. Whittier; then 
called by a good many ministers and some 
papers, not @ thousand miles off, the “ in- 
fidel” poet. To-day there is not a religious 
Paper in all the country which wouki not 

dividends on the capital invested are quite 
satisfactory. Our increased facilities, we 

‘ assure our friends. will be earnestly, yea, 
enthusiastically, devoted to keep the pa- 
per where it now is—far ahead of any other 
similar journal. Those who think they 
can overthrow, or supplant, or catch up 
with us, havea big job on hand, and if 
they succeed will richly deserve praise. - 

Thanks, a thousand thanks, to our 

friends in all quarters, whose aid and con- 

stant help we have enjoyed. We mean to 

pay them a hundred fold by henceforth 

continuing to make for our widely-in- 

creasing field the best, ablest, richest, 

most useful, most beautiful, and hence 

the most popular religious newspaper in 

the country. 

A VISIT TO RICK MOND. 

To THe Epitor oF THE INDEPENDENT: 
THE wife of a naval officer, who recently 

visited Richmond, describes, in a private 

letter to a friend, her visit to “The Colver 

Institute,” a seminary for training presch- 
ers and teachers among the freedmen, 

under the patronage of the Baptist Home 

Mission Society. She says: “The old jail, 
still bearing on one end the sign ‘ Lumpkin 

Jail,” isthe Theological Seminary. .The 

students—forty or more—lodge in the 

building which was formerly the Traders’ 
Hotel. Among these young men are some 
of real promise, One fine-looking fellow 
was born of a white mother, and was 

never in slavery, though he has had a hard 

life. He is said to possess much musical 

talent and is a wide-awake student We 

have proposed to defray the expenses of 

his education, giving him the opportunity 

to study music.” m 

She also describes the late rebel capital : 

“We have done Richmond. We first 

saw Jeff. Davis’s house, now used as a 

Freedman’s Bureau; then the house of 

Judge Marshall, quaint and venerable. 

Passing an elegant mansion, we noticed 

two young fellows sitting on the stoop: 

one was Grant, the murderer of Pollard. 

We saw some fine houses owned by Jew 
true believers wherever they may be found. 

Those who long ago predicted that 
THe INDEPENDENT was goiny _over 
to infidelity have thus far been * dis- 
appointed. Those few who are now 

plotting against it, (and we know them), 

who lose no opportunity to prophesy evil 

concerning us, and who never fail to up- 
braid good men for daring to write for us, 

will doubtless continue their “ Christian 
warfare,” thus illustrating the spirit which 

rules them. We shall keep at work, 

however, making a good, sound, orthodox 
religious paper—such an one as in our judg- 
ment is needed by the masses of the peo- 

ple. - 
In order to increase our circulation, we 

shall not hang around the skirts of ecclesi- 
astical associations, synods, or presbyteries, 
pleading for influence or endorsement. We 
ask no help as a charity to us from any 
quarter ; and we ask no one to subscribe to 
our paper unless he thinks he can get his 
money’s worth in sound, practical, useful 
knowledge. 
Some months ago, in speaking of our 

unprecedented growth and prosperity, we 
said: -~ 

“Friends, at home and abroad, we feel greatly encouraged ; but we assure you that 
we are now maturing plans, without re- 
gard to cost, which will still greatly in- crease the value of Taz INDEPENDENT and insure for it a much higher position 
than it has ever held in the past and far greater popularity and prosperity than it now enjoys. The field is wide, and we in- 
tend to fill it; the work is great, and we intend to do it to the fullest extent of our strength and ability. Our desire is, as far as in us lies, to obey the heavenly procla- mation, ‘Go ye into all the world and Preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
@ To-day wecommence to fulfill the plans 
then referred to. We have contracted with 
Messrs. Jessup & Moore, of this city and 
Philadelphia—the best news-paper manu- 
facturers, in our judgment, in America, as 

slave-traders, the markets, churches, etc.; 

then to Holywood Cemetery, where we 
stood by the graves of Gen. A. P. Hill, 

ex-President Tyler, and ex-President 

Monroe. Tyler’s grave has a rough 

whitewashed fence around it, and has not 

even a board to indicate whose resting- 

place it is. I remembered, as I looked at 

it, reading a glowing account ofa recep- 
tion lately given by the disconsolate 

widow. She can’t afford a head-stone I 
suppose.” a 

- « « “Coming back to town, we 

went to Libby Prison; no longer used as 

such, but asa mill for grinding sumac. 

It was filled with yellow dust; but I 

waded through it up the stairs, into that 

fearful room where our poor boys dragged 
through their months of agony. I told 

my husband it would be some relief to my 

feelings to knock down the one white 
man on the premises; but I didn’t do it 

We were shown the hole in the wall 
where the unfortunate sufferers burrowed, 

in hope of release. I have a picture of the 
wicked old den. = 

“ Richmond is a handsome city, though 
it has many wretched quarters. I should 
infer from appearances the wealthy were 

very wealthy and the poor most miserably 

poor. » We saw every class represented on 

the Fair Grounds; and the lack of intelli- 

gence in a majority of the faces was pitiful. 

Everybody chews tobacco, from the small 

boys up; and rivulets, ponds, oceans of 

tobacco-juice surround the traveler. I 
have been in mortal dread everywhere of 
—" used as a spittoon. 
“On the whole, I have had a pleasant 

time; but I am less a patriot for the 
journey, I fear, for I have made up — 
mind that our country south of Pennsy 
vania is hardly worth bragging about 
These people have nothing in common 
with us—not even the lan Their 
use of the Queen’s English is peculiar to 
themselves. They mistake the sentiments 
of the North entirely, It is too muck 

well as the most popular and prosperous | trouble te hate them.’ 
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shown that the state must have a mental 
and moral philosophy, if these are to be 
taught in its schools; much more if such 

schooling is to be made compulsory. If 
morality is taught, then that morality 

must have its ground of authority, its awe, 

its sanctions, to give it any value as & 
healthful and conserving energy. It must 

have its hold upon the conscience, or it is 

a mere casuistical gabble. We are nearing 

dangerous ground, as some would think; 

but there is no stopping place. If the 

state must have its morality, it must have 

its religion. Religion, again, is a thing 

formless and void as separated from the 

thought of the supernatural, from some 

idea of revelation, or a communication in 

some way, from the infinite to the finite 

mind, whether through nature, or history, 

or the souls of extraordinary heaven- 

taught men, or in some great recorded 
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pers and periodicals from the post-office, or removing 

} he Independent, 
EDUCATION AND RELIGION. 

BY PROF. TAYLER LEWIS. 

“CATION MUST BB RELIGIOUS OR IRRELICIOUS. 

—fee Matt., xil., 30 

Caw the state Beyond all 

of our popular guides. It 

t only ean, but it eught to educate; it is 

lu ty to educate—one of its most im- 

ctative duties, which it cannot neglect 

out peril toits own safety. The state 

“owes to every child” the best education it 

can afford, and that such child is capable 

of receiving. Nay, more—say some who 

write dogmatically on these matters, with- 

where it is leading them— 

Au F 

educate ? 

bt, say most 

out knowing 

1 m should be made compulsory. 

No single member of the body politic—if 

avoided—should be al- 

in ignorance, a peril to 

itselfand to thecommunity. This duty of 

the state to educate is a favorite topic with 

popular writers and haranguers. The 

ecucatl 

it can possibly be 

lowed to grow up 

series of remarkable events, lying in the 

track of the ordinary history, yet chal- 

lenging attention from their extraordinary 

and superhuman character, or in all of these 

ways combined. From this is inseparable 

the idea of worship, or the outward recog- 

nition of the infinite as thus coming into 

and caring for the finite. With worship 
then comes the idea of separate or holy 

time, of seasons set apart for the contem- 

plation of the unearthly and divine. We 
have avoided what some would call cant 

and dogma; we have intentionally used 

the most general language; the reader may 

fill it up according to the devoutness or 

specialty of his own individual creed; but 

the outline cannot be rejected without re- 

jecting a vast deal more than is commonly 

comprehended in the terms religion and 

morality. We cannot cut out religion, 

revelation, and worship, without giving a 
mortal wound to poetry, art, philosophy— 

to all that is highest in our human think- 

ing—to all that makes us something more 

than merely the most sagacious and most 

inventive of the animal races. Education 

is an infinite ascent. The Author of our 

wondrous being has so connected the 

scala, or ladder of ideas, that the lower 

thus inevitably fastens on to the higher, 

and loses its chief value, its very identity, 

we may say, by any unnatural severance. 

Everything of most importance, even as 

connected with our secular well-being, 

runs up into theology. This could be 
firmly proved ; but we assume it here as a 

truth to which our best thinking assents, 

and that thinking as a fact predominant 
in our best culture. The state, then, must 

mayors of our cities, the governors of our 

state, are eloquent in calling attention to 

All parties vie with each other in com- 
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bing, if we except “the poor man’s rights,” 

1 “economy in the public finances,” 

nters alike into every political plat- 

¢ +? It may be superficially answered 

that it does this when it provides the 

means for sending all the children to 

school, when it divides the territory into 

jistriets, taxes the inhabitants of each, and 

then sends back to them the amount thus 

raised to be employed for educational pur- 

poses. in other words, the state is a mere 

money-raiser and money-distributor, ad- 

<pense of superintendents, com- 
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l impossible without 
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must look 

f itself, if it would well attain even its 

fish object; or,in other words, we shall 

elow our more immediate aim if the 

is not directed to something above it. 

3ut in either view the education which 

htened self-interest” 

state provides, and in which it is itsclf 

leeply interested, must have some de- 

mined character, some general aspects, 

at least, capable of being settled and stated, 

whatever difficulties there may be in the 

way of special applications. 

If , then, the state educates—that is, be 

comes itself an educator—it must have 

some kind of educational system of educa 

tional ideas, as wellas educational aim. It 

must have something to teach. This may 

be maintained in respect to everything 

transcending the mere mechanical depart- 

ments regarded as means or inlets to the 

knowledge that lies beyond. Ideas, cul- 
mental states, mental growth, habits 

of thinking—these are aims of education. 

It is knowledge—useful knowledge, 

you please, but in its higher as well as 

in its lower senses—knowledge necessary 

for the ends of life, the individual life— 

knowledge still more necessary as having 
in view that common life, that common 

have a theology—or it must fa- 

vor atheism. Altogether out of place 

here are all comparisons with railroad 

companies, or limited financial corpora- 

tions of any kind. They are contracts 
originated and dissolvable at pleasure. 

Their object is not cwltwre, or the produc- 

tion of the best humanity; but the amass- 

ing of money, or the construction of a way. 

The state is something more than a con- 

tract; it has no true authority, or that au- 

thority must be grounded, ultimately, on 

something deeper, stronger, more secure 

than human wills. 

This theology of the state has two as- 

pects. If we take the lower view of the 
political being as a mere mass or aggregate 

of associated individuals, then it is the 

predominant theological belief, or theolog- 

ical tendency of its best minds, and, 
through them, of the general masses, the 

general thinking, as moulded by their in- 

fluence. We still call it theological (that 

is, having relation to God), though the 

tendency be to atheism—for atheism, too, 

isa dogma; itis the most fearful, in one 

sense the most serious, as it may be the 

most bigoted, the most cruel, the most per- 

secuting of all beliefs. If, on the other 

hand, wetake the better idea of the state 

itself as being an organic body, a true 

person, having a moral responsibility, 

and a conscience recognizing some 

hicher law than itself, then the state’s 

theology takes in that higher ground 

as the one on which alone the state 

itself exists, and exercises a true authori- 

ty, as a yiceregent, most imperfect indeed, 

yet representative ofthe eternal rule and 

highest well-being—this is the demand of 
atheism—that new form of atheism that 
seems to have cast off its show of a bland, 
philosophic indifference, and is now mani- 
festing a bigotry more felt than ever came 
from any false religious dogma. It is no 
partial destruction that will mark the 

course of the approaching tempest, if suf- 
fered to have its way. The signs are too 
manifest. Years ago did this portent make 
its appearance like a dark and apparently 

stationary cloud resting upon our social 
horizon. It is some time since motion 
could be distinctly discerned. Of late 
acceleration has become plainly visible. 

Such phenomena betoken a rapid ap- 

proach. We begin to see, too, that it has 
strange forces in alliance with it. Not the 

old Catholicism, but the new Jesuit demon 

power of Rome is urging on the storm. It 
is coming. 

“ Coeruleus supra caput imminet imber 

Noctem byememaque ferens.” 

Every true Christian must gird himself 
for the unavoidable conflict. He is called 

upon to contend pro aris et focis—not only 

for his altars, but his home—his very tenure 

of citizenship. He may remain a passive 
subject; but he can have no responsible 

participation in an atheistical state. He 

might, in some sense, recognize a relig- 

ious heathenism—such as were the govern- 

ments of the world at the coming of Chris- 

tianity; but he could have no part or lot 

in any government that at this day de- 

nies his God and Saviour, either by direct 

action or in the still more hostile way of 8 

contemptuous ignoring, disguising the 

most envenomed aggression under the 

specious names of indifference and neu- 

trality. 

THE FUTURE OF THE TEMPER- 
ANCE CAUSE. 

BY HORACE GREELEY. 

Tue elections of 1869 have proved gen- 
erally adverse to the cause of Liquor 

Prohibition; or, rather, they have proved 

that public sentiment is not so favorable 

to that cause as its more sanguine cham- 

pions had supposed it. The attempts to 

run special Prohibition candidates in 

Maine, Ohio, and some other States, only 

served to expose the weakness of Prohi- 

bition when pitted against everything 

else. In Massachusetts, the advocates of 

License claim a complete triumph, which 

is not conceded ; butit is certain that they 

are much stronger in the next than they 

were in the last Legislature. In New 

Hampshire, a state constabulary act has 

been voted down at a special election; 

in New York, the champions of the Liquor 

Traffic haye at length achieved the 

power to sweep away our Metropolitan 

Excise and Sunday laws, which they will 

doubtless improve. I cannot recall a 

single decisive, cheering success to offset 
these many reverses. 

“Then let us give up Prohibition, as 
precluded by public sentiment, and 

strike for stringent License laws,” I hear 
suggested. 

My friend, you are too abrupt! You 
evidently presume that we shall disarm 

or soften hostility by the course you sug- 

gest; but where is the proof? In this 
State, we have had for years a License 

system which is by no means stringent ; 
yet this is denounced as venomously as 
Prohibition ever was, and has virtually 

been overthrown by the result of our 

late election. Showus when or where the 

Liquor interest and its devotees ever 

acquiesced in any License system which 

was not a farce and a sham, before youask 

us to try that alternative. 

Let us review our course, and frankly 
own that mistakes have been made in the 

advocacy of Prohibition. It was a mis- 
take to suppose that such a law would ex- 

ecute itself; to that end, resolution, vigi- 

lance, and popularsympathy, are indispens- 

able. I hold that a License law would 

be evaded and defied much as our present 

law is; and that, badly as Prohibition has 

the eternal right. That there is some rea- 

son in this must appear to the most secu- 

lar thinking, when it seriously sets itself 
to the effort of deducing political au- 

thority from any other source, or to prove 

that notion, now so easily assumed, of the 

absolute right of a numerical majority to 

stood the test of expericnce, License has 

been equally inefficient. Plainly, if any 
have fancied that merely enacting a statute, 
however excellent, would do the business, 

they have sadly erred, and experience is 

busily engaged in setting them right. 

“But what would you have us do?” 
ENLIGHTEN THE PEOPLE. That is the 

rule the minority in a given territory, 

whether arbitrarily and artificially defined 

in its bounds or an actual historic crea- 

tion. To get at this ground of authority, 

we are compelled to call in something that 

has a religious or superhuman aspect—a 

state theology, in fact; not as something 

established by it, or patronized by it, ac- 
cording to the very low conception of 
some minds, but as the foundation of the 

state itself, essential to its very being, or 

its right to exist. It is the only idea on 

which true popular freedom can be ulti- 

mately and safely grounded. Take it 
away, and there is no security against any 

government becoming at last an exempli- 

fication of that most tyrannical of all dog- 
mas—that force is law, or that might makes 

right. Democratic forms, instead of afford- 
ing protection here, may be, of all others, 

the most rapid in this ever downward hu- 

man tendency to such a substitution of 

irresponsible will and sheer numerical 

strength for the eternallaw of righteous- 
ness. 

On either view, the state cannot ignore 

thought that connects itself with man’s | and firmest adhesion to whatever measures 
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of legislation shall ultimately seem wisest 
and best. 

Let us strengthen and animate (ought I 
not to have said re-animate?) our Tem- 
perance organizations—Templars, Sons, 

Daughters, Cadets—no matter what is the 

name or the class appealed to; so that its 
members be awake and at work. One 
hundred thousand Temperance Societies of 
all kinds are wanted in our country; 
there is more than work enough for them 
all. When they shall have fully enlight- 
ened the masses as to what Alcohol is, and 
what it does, these may be ready for a de- 
cided step in advance. But, untilthe duty 
next to hand is done, it were absurd to dif- 
fer as to those which are to follow. 

The Temperance cause now stands in 
need ofelementary works—something more 
than tracts and less than volumes—to be 
scattered broadcast over the land. A bro- 
chure of 82 to 48 pages, daily printed on 
good paper and fair type, setting forth terse- 
ly and forcibly the facts and considerations 
which should deter any rational being 
from using Alcoholic beverages, is urgent- 
ly required and should be speedily but 
thoroughly prepared. I believe One Mil- 
lion Copies of such a pamphlet could, if 
properly published and advertised, be sold 
at cost before the close of 1870; and that 
thousands of the now careless, if not hostile, 
would be won over by reading them. I 
believe that the Christian churches would, 
with some exceptions, be induced to buy 
and circulate this tract, buying it at cost 
and undertaking to place a copy in each 
household within its purview; and one 
such enterprise, vigorously pressed, would 
suffice to reveal the need of others, which 
could be undertaken at the fit season. 

Let us see if we cannot, while so many 
are enjoying a Centennial Celebration, 
make the year 1870 memorable as that of 
the first Temperance Jubilee—a Jubilee not 
devoted to exultation over bygone achiey- 
ments, but achieving beneficent results, 
which rival if they do not eclipse those of 
the Past. 

Washingtou, 

Wasnrnaron, D. C., Dec. 4th, 1869. 

To THE EprTor oF Tuk INDEPENDENT: 

ConGREss meets on Monday, under fa- 
vorable auspices and with pleasant pros- 

pects. The nation is at peace, the work of 

reconstruction is nearly ended, and the 

President and Congress are in accord. 

After the dreary reign of Andrew Johnson 

and the ugly controversy between him 

and Congress, there is a savor of dullness, 
of stagnation, in the pleasant relations ex- 

isting between Gen. Grant and the two 
Houses. No doubt there will be room 
enough for differencs of opinion on sey- 
eral important questions before the session 
closes; for the President’s ideas and meth- 

ods will not always commend themselves 
to the judgment of the bolder Republicans 
in Congress. It is true, however, that 

even those who believe him too conserva- 

tive respect him, and in the main will give 

him a hearty support. 

Ido not know of a better instance of 
Gen. Grant’s honesty than the election in 
Mississippi affords. A brother of his wife 

was the Conservative candidate, and the 

Dent family are personally favorites at 

the White House; but the President did 
not hesitate for an instant. Judge Dent 
was frankly informed that the influence of 

the Administration would be given to Al- 

corn, the Radical nominee for governor; 

and itis the truth that whatever it was 

proper to do in behalf of a state ticket 
was done in behalf of the Radical ticket. 
Judge Dent left his canvass and ran up 
here to eat his Thanksgiving dinner with 

the President, and then returned to his 

campaign work ; but he did not obtain any 
help here nor any sympathy. The Presi- 
dent stood up firmly for the principles of 

his party, and I have no doubt heartily 

rejoices in the Mississippi victory. Now, 

what aid was given to the Republicans of 

Mississippi? Simply this: they were 

guaranteed a safe election. Democrats 
were not permitted to inangurate a reign 

of terror there, as they did in Louisiana. 
That is the length and breadth of Govern- 

ment interference in the campaign. The 

colored people were not afraid to vote 

their preferences. Give them as fair an 

opportunity in Louisiana to-day, and they 

Editorial Hotes, 

Tus next body which the Presbyterians 

ought to receive is the Cumberland Presby- 

terians. They were organized as a single 
presbytery in 1810, having been cut off from 
the Synod because they adopted a modified 
Calvinism and licensed preachers not pos- 
sessed of aliberal education. The last matter 
is no longera ground of difference, as the 
Cumberland Presbyterians are ready to adopt 
any reasonable rule. And, even if they were to 
adhere to their old practice, it mig! ‘ not bea 
bad thing in the newer settlements; for it is 

a fact that the lack of educated men willing to 

go into the destitute fields is the greatest 
drawback, which leaves the Presbyterians in 
the rear of the ubiquitous Methodists. Were 

either the New or the Old School Board of 
Domestic Missions to receive double their 
present contributions, it would swamp them ; 
as they could not find the men to spend the 
money. The former difference, that of 

doctrinal faith, ought not to shut the door 
longer against the exscinded body. The 

Cumberland Presbyterian, thei? leading organ, 
Says: ” 

‘We believe, as a denomination, we can 
and will—if necessary for a closer union and 
combination of the Christian forces against a 
common enemy—adopt any modification of 
the Westminster Confession that will clearly 
set forth the central idea or doctrine that 
Jesus, in the same sense, died for all men. 
We can adopt no standards which exclude 
this—the life of the Gospel plan.’” 

We believe these Cumberland brethren would 
do alittle more. They would join ina union 
which would freely allow them to teach that 
our Saviour died equally for all, and as freely 
allow Princeton to teach that he did not. All 
they ask is, not an implied, but an asserted, 
liberty for their faith. How soon will the 
Presbyterians allow all who hold the common 
Evangelical Christianity to unite in a single 
body, without emphasizing their several phi- 

losophies ? In1810 these Cumberland fathers 

were as liberal as this, They allowed their 
preachers to hold every doctrine of the West- 
minster Confession, if they would. But they 
insisted on liberty to reject “the idea of 
fatality which seems to be taught under the 
mysterious doctrine of predestination.” 
They wished liberty to believe that none were 
reprobates from eternity, that Christ died for 

all and not fora part of mankind, and that 

the Spirit of God operates on all men in such 

a way ag to leave them inexcusable. Presby- 
terians, in the mutual hospitality of your 
opened doors, will you close them again upon 
these 140,000 communicants who are knocking 
for admission ? 

«++. We are glad to learn that Chicago The- 
ological Seminary is filling up its corps of 
instructors. Professors Haven, Fisk, and 
Bartlett are able men and fine scholars; but 
they have been obliged to do the work of 
five men in tuition, to say nothing of the 

extra effort required of them in securing the 
endowment of their professorships. We have 

already chronicled the election last Septem- 

ber of Rey. James T. Hyde, lately of Middle- 
bury, Vt., as professor of pastoral theology 
and special studies, his services being re- 

quired in the instruction of the “specials’’ 
who come without a college triining. The 
board have just held another / .ceting, and 
elected two more professorsin ‘he regular 

departments, of whom Rev. Geo. L. Merriam, 
ason of Dea. George Merriam, of Springfield, 
and lately tutor of Greekin Yale College, and 
who has just returned from a year’s study in 

Germany, is invited to take the professorship 
of New Testament exegesis; while Rev. 
Daniel Merriman, successor of Dr. Gulliver at 
Norwich, Conn., is elected to the chair of 
ecclesiastical history, Mr. Merriman is a 

brother of the talented President Merriman, of 
Ripon College, Wis., who lately refused a pro- 
fessorship in Oberlin Theological Seminary ; 

and we know him for an efficient teacher and 
enthusiastic scholar as well as an able preacher. 
We trust that both of these men can be se- 

cured, and then this youngest but one of the 

Congregational seminaries will be as fully 
supplied with instructors as is Andover or 

Princeton, Of course, the younger men have 

their mark to mako ; and this leads us to sug- 

gest that the policy of requiring occupants of 
such chairs to secure the funds for their en- 
dowment is a mistaken one. America has few 
enough scholars, and such men need all their 

time for hard study. We are glad to learn 

that Dea. Carpenter has pledged $5,000 more 

for each of these professorships, and that of 

ecclesiastical history is already half endowed. 

+---The peculiar notoriety acquired by 
such writers as Artemus Ward, Nasby, Josh 

Billings, and Mark Twain suggests a mode of 
making reputation which is accessible to 

will elect a Radical delegation to Congress. 
But [have got off the track, forI was 

speaking of Congress and its prospects. 

There is much to do, and yet 1t may 

be wiser to do nothing. Senator Wilson 

expresses the opinion that, if the two 

needed work which has been sadly neglect- 
ed. We have undertaken to reap where 
we had not (adequately) sown; and failure 

is the natural result. 

I am not blaming those who advocated 

Prohibition ten or fifteen years ago. 

They were faithful to their light, and did 
what then seemed best. In some cases, it 
was best. But a terrible, bloody war has 
intervened; and we must take new obser- 

vations of the heavens, and see which way 
and how far we have drifted during the 

‘storm. If Prohibition was our proper de- 

mand in 1854-5, it does not follow that we 

should renew that demand in 1869-70. 

Four years of bloody civil war wrought 
many and gricyous demoralizations; it 
may be that we drifted so far to leeward 
morally during those years that we must 
now lay our course differently than of old, 
if we would reach the desired haven. 

I have great respect for the counsel 
which runs: “Lay your course by the 

eternal stars. Demand such laws as 
should be not only enacted, but enforced 

and obeyed; if they shall to-morrow be 

what is vital and predominant in its think- 

ing, whether regarded as an organic spinit- 

ual force or an aggregatesum of opinions. 

It cannot treat Christianity asa nonentity. 
It cannot legislate for a Chnistian people 

as though it had no religion. It must, in 

its tendency, be moral or immoral, re- 

ligious or irreligious, Christian or unChris- 

tian—we were going to say, but there is 

need of @ stronger, and truer, and more 

positive term—the state must be Christian 
well-being, Communion with which is the 

elevator and conservator ef the individual 

—political knowledge, political economy, 

the best view of the social welfare, higher 

still, morality, higher still, religion as the 

only conservator of morality, and, there- 

fore, of all lower interests. If the state 

educates, it must have regard to all these. 

It cannot overlook their connections. It 

must see to it that truth is learned instead 
of error, that the education it gives isa 
dlessing, a true good, instead of the direst 

of mischiefs. Thus, if politics are to be 
tanght—and all say amen to that—then 

the state must have a political philosophy 
of some kind. There must be something 
predominant in this department, something 
most in harmony with the predominant 
social mind. It is important that our 
youth be educated in republican princi- 
ples, not to the exclusion of some knowl- 
edge—of a deep knowledge, if it can be 
obtained—of other political systems; bunt 
Me for the purpose of commanding that 
Which ate, ¢ j 

peti nse brag 
BSo th : atuatlien o ° . ‘ LiSo in the study of history; that is to 
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Faaace with the prevalent national 

ing. In the same way could it be 

or anti-Christian. Dread alternative t and 
yet there is no-avoiding it. We have the 

highest authority for so affirming: “ He 
who is not for me” —that which is not for 

me—“ is against me.” From this fearful 

responsibility the political or social organ- 

ization can no more exempt itself than the 

individual will. “ That which gathereth not 

with me seattereth abroad.” Christianity is 
an uniting, Organizing powcr; atheism, ir- 
religion, sensualism, materialism, and al 

tendencies of that kind, are dispersing, re- 
pelling, individualizing forces. The state 

must heed this, if only forits own defense 

and conservation. But, as itselfan author- 

ity divinely ordained, and having, in fact, 
no other ultimate ground of right to rule, 

it owes a higher allegiance to a power 
above it. No plea of the constitution, 

even if it were true, ean avail us here. 

God has established a higher law, a higher 

constitution of humanity, of society, of 
political life ; and this constitution we must 
study. 

The question of the Bible in our schools 
is but the beginning of a course whose end 
is the exclusion of every religious, every 

moral idea from the action and recog- 

nition of government. Blank godlessnesg, 

& total divorce of tho state fraa every 

defied or evaded, still preserve them as a 

landmark, a beacon; let them stand as a 

testimony, even though they have ceased 
to be respected as statutes, and we shall in 

time be moved or shamed into conforming 
our lax and erring practice to their stern 

but just requirements.” Perhaps that is 

right. Let us consider. 
I do not say that Prohibitionists should 

pot, where and when they are in power, 

pass some kind of Prohibition act, even 
though sure that it will be generally 
evaded or defied. Isay, for the present, 
nothing on that head. What I do say is, 
that this is manifestly our seed-time, not 

our harvest ; and that we should compre- 

hend and respect the fact. For the pres- 

ent, our voice will not be heard—at 

all events, will not be heeded—in legisla- 

tion. We cannot guide the legislation 
of 1870, if we Would; so let us devote our 
exertio#s to training those who are to be 

the legislators of 1890 and 1900. 
It is comparatively a light task to peti- 

tion for the passage of a Prohibitory stat- 

ute; itis not so easy to educate a com- 

munity, a generation, to loathe and shun 

the intoxicating eup. If the passage ofa 

‘Prohibitory act is to be understood as ab- 

solving Temperance men (or avy men) from 

their obligation to lift up the fallen and 

pity the tempted, then it were better that 
Prohibition had never been suggested. 

The War set us a long way back. That 

must be conceded. A much larger propor- 

houses would adjourn by the first day of 
February, it would be the greatest thing 

they could do for the country. Perhaps he 
is right; but such an act of self-denial is 

preposterous, and Congress will be in ses- 
sion next June. 

The do-nothing policy may be wise upon 

the currency question ; and yet it is impos- 

sible in the present condition of the South 

and West. The representatives from those 
sections are determined to have a redistri- 
bution of the currency, to say the least; and 

they will move heaven and earth for an 

absolute increase. It is possible that Mr. 

Boutwell’s plan for free banking will sat- 

isfy them; butit is certain that something 

will have to be granted them. The Senate 

will endeavor to prevent any actual infla- 
tion of the currency. When the premium 
on coin has been reduced from 140 to 122 
without recourse to legislation, it will look 

very badly if Congress attempts to set the 
tide the other way. Itis probable that a 
compromise will be effected, which, if it 
does not satisfy extremes will meet, with 
the approval of the country at large. 
One piece of legislation is certain—a 

great reduction in taxation. The demand 
of the people in this regard cannot any 

longer be trifled with, and the Ways and 
Means are already prepared to recommend 

changes which will lessen the revenues 

nearly one hundred millions. To attempt 
to make the present generation pay our 

gigantic debt is certainly a mistake, and 

Congress will not permit the experiment 
to go on any further. 

Upon reconstruction Georgia and Lonis- 

jana will afford excuse for a multitude of 

speeches. Georgia is unrepresented in 

either house; and Louisiana has but one 

representative in the House of Representa- 
tives, and he occupies the seat by a prima 

facie title. Courage will settle the difficult- 
ies surrounding both these questions 
quickly. Nothing should be done for mere 
partisanship, but everything for the sake 

etme 
of justice and liberty, 

It is pleasant tolook down onte More 
upon the faces of the true mén in Con- 
gress. Sumner seems to be as stalwart as 
ever; but the man he so often met in de- 
bate is missing from his seat. The Sen- 

ate feels the wound of Fessenden’s loss, 
and none more than the Radicals who 
criticised his conservatism. They knew 

his faults, but they also fully appreciated 
his great virtues, In the House, Bingham, 
and Butler, and Dawes, and Paine, and 

-| Kelley, and others of the old members are 
|in their places, looking brighter and 
| stronger for their long summer recess. 

tion of the adult males of this State drink | There is every promise of a pleasant scs- 

now than did in 1840-44; and the duty of! sion; “the era of good feeling” dawns 

to-day is*to convince as many of them as| upon House and Senate, and we will 
we may of their error. Where this work | indulge the hope that nothing will occur 

shall be done most promptly and thorough- | to breed dissension among Republicans 

ly we may reasonably look for the earliest ! in or out of Congress. D. W. B. 

any man who can and will go and do like- 
wise. Itis to contribute to your local news- 
paper a series of letters, intentionally face- 
tious; which, if they make a hit, will be copied 
by the press generally, and thus confer upon 
you fameand fortune. This method is now 

attempted by a new candidate for the public 

le—particularly the young—at the elose 
oP? accteustive and desolating civil war; we 
have many reasons to congratulate ourselves 
that the country is in so healthy and promis- 
ingacondition. . . The doubt with our 
people was, whether the freedmen (as jurors) 
would find according to the facts—would ever 
convict one of their own race of crime, par- 
ticularly of larceny or a crime nst_ the 
whites. During the two former sit nes of the 
court in the five counties of this circuit, there 
have been a multitude of offenders put upon 
trial before mixed juries, and in some instances 
of black men exclusively. A very jerge major- 
ity of such offenders have been black men on 
trial for offenses against white men, and upon 
the property of white men. In almost every 
instance, certainly in a majority of cases, 
where the evidence was clear and conclusive, 
the jury has found the prisoner guilty. Of 
the twenty or thirty convictions obtained at 
the former sittings of this court, very nearly 
all were black men convicted of offenses against 
white men, and convicted by black. A mixed 
jury in such cases is almost sure to arrive ata 
ust conclusion.” 

.... Upon the question of the Bible in the 
common schools “C. H. 8.’’ writes as fol- 
lows: “Neither Protestant nor Catholic 
will consent to have the reading of the Bible 

omitted any sooner than he will to have any 
other version read than that of his own sect. 
There is a practical remedy which will satis- 

fy all agitators on this subject, except those 
whose real object is the destruction of the 
common school system, and the diversion of 

the public funds to private schools established 

by particular sects; and that is, to have so 
many readings in different rooms, from differ- 

ent versions, as there are different denomina- 
tions. Let each sect provide their own ver- 
sion. Let the Jews, if they wish, have their 
own version of the Old Testament. Jesus 

Christ is in every part of it, Caeca regens ves- 
tigia flo; and Christians by consenting to this 
will thereby in no manner ignore the exist- 

ence and divinity of the Saviour. Freethink- 
ers, atheists, and heathen who are not pro- 
vided for in the above programme will not 
prove troublesome. They have no separate 
schools, and have never asked a contribution 
from the state. Should proselytists contend 

for them, let the victors win. Better either 

sect should have them than none, Or else 
let there be a school version of the Scriptures. 
There are enough undisputed portions. The 
Jews, it is true, might object to any part of 
the New Testament; but better have the Old 
Testament only than this perpetual wrangle, 

and the consequent peril to the institution 

itself. These remarks are induced by the 

article of Rev. Dr. Spear, in the last issue of 

Tug INDEPENDENT. ’ 

.-..At the last meeting of the General As- 
sociation of New York the project was 
broached of establishing a Congregational 
theological seminary in this state. New York 
is pretty well supplied with these institutions 

already, as the Presbyterians have two, one 

in this city and another in Auburn; the Bap- 
tists two, at Rochester and Hamilton; the 
Episcopalians one in this city; the Universal- 
ists one at Canton; and the Freewill Bap- 

tists are trying to establish one in Buffalo. 
The Congregationalists have none in the 

state; though they have four in New England, 
one at Oberlin, one in Chicago, and one in 

California. The present proposition is 
to establish the seminary in Ithaca. There 
are some advantages about the place; but, if 

Congregationalists wish to establish a new 
institution, the one place on the continent for 
itis Brooklyn. In Brooklyn is to be found a 

large body of kindred churches, and Brook- 
lyn is a part of the metropolis of the coun- 
try, toward which such establishments gravi- 
tate. We advise Congregationalists who are 

complaining because Union Seminary draws 
off their young men that the most sensible 

thing to do would be to fetch to Brooklyn 
the superfluous school of the prophets 
which have sojourned in Hartford since it 
left East Windsor. This would give it a suc- 
cess which it will never have in Hartford. 

..». Not very long ago, our friends at Mich- 
igan University invented for themselves a 

new gala day; and the first time they tried it 
they were so much delighted that they mean 

to keep it up forever. They call it Univers- 

ity Day. All their other holidays, like Com- 
mencement, are but imitations of Eastern 
colleges; but University Day appears to be 
a native product of Michigan soi. The 
great object of this anniversary is to bring 
together the members of the different de- 

partments, and to have a jubilee in company. 

Until this recent celebration all the students 

had never been assembled in one place; and 

on the occasion to which we refer they turned 

out in force, with banners and music, and 

marched through the town, and then filled 
the largest church, and had speeches from 

Acting-President Frieze, and from Professors 
Campbell, Palmer, and Winchell, as well as 

Personal, 

Ir will be pleasant news to a great 
many people that Moncure D. Conway, who 

has been abroad over six years, is thinking of 

returning to America next year, partly for a 
visit and partly for a lecture-tour. He went 

to England in 1863, for the purpose of persuad- 
ing the anti-slavery people of England that 
the anti-slavery people of America were com- 
mitted to the war against the rebellion. It 
was his purpose to return to this country in 
afew months. He was received most cor- 
dially by such friends of our cause as the Duke 
of Argyll, John Bright, Thomas Hughes, and 

P. A. Taylor, and by such literary men as 

Tennyson, Browning, Carlyle, and Froude. 

He soon found himself drawn, not only into 
a delightful social life among the most ac- 
complished men and women of the world, but 
into opportunities for literary usefulness, es- 
pecially in the interests of his country; all of 
which more and more occupied and absorbed 
bim, until he became beguiled into a resi- 
dence in London already very long, and, as 
we suspect, not likely very soon to end. We 
have several times hitherto referred to the 

great services rendered to his country by 

Mr. Conway, in influencing public sentiment 
in England. His extensive acquaintance in 
the very best society of that country has 
brought him into frequent rontact with many 
of the great chiefiains of 0) nion, in journal- 
ism, in literature, and in P, liament; and his 

extraordinary powers of : mversation bave 
enabled him to use his op, rtunities in the 

most effectual way for givin them important 
information and guidance about our affairs. 

It was by his means, also, that so powerful an 
organ of influence as Fraser’s Magazine was 
turned during the dark days of the war from 

uttering the most abominable secession doc- 
trines to an outspoken advocacy of the 
National cause; and that the Fortnightly Ive- 

view was from the first provided with brilliant 

and forcible articles on the right side of the 
American question. Mr. Conway’s innumer- 

able contributions to American journals have 
given him an extensive reputation as a 

eharming and instructive writer. His 
“South-Coast Saunterings,” in Harper's 
Monthly, and his letter in the World descrip- 
tive of the great boat-race, are among the 
most fascinating specimens of recent litera- 

ture. Daring the past year he has madea 

thorough tour of Russia, with unusual oppor- 
tunities for seeing all classes of society ; and 
we believe that one of the lectures which he 
intends giving in this country is devoted to 
Russia. We have no doubt that he will be 
enthusiastically welcomed home, and that in 

the lecture season of 1870-1 he will be one of 
the great attractions, 

--..Samuel C, Fessenden, Esq., of Port- 
land—a brother of the late Senator Fessen- 

den—writes to us as follows: 

“In the Supplement to Tuz INDEPENDENT 
ef Nov. 18th I find ‘A Letter to Dr. Joshua 

Leavitt,’ from Samuel A. Rawson, urging 

him to write the history of the American anti- 
slavery enterprise. Could those who remain 
of the original anti-slavery men and women 
be heard from to-day, they would, in my 
opinion, unanimously concur with Mr. Raw- 
son in the views which he has expressed in 

his letter. Dr. Leavitt is just the man to do 

this work, and do It well, and without secta- 
rian or political partiality. Oh, that God 
would give him health and strength for this 

undertaking, and spare his life until the 
work is accomplished! It would be the 
crowning work of his well-spent life. By the 
by, notwithstanding Dr. Leavitt was one of 
the earliest and most effective laborers in the 
anti-slavery enterprise, his name is not men- 
tioned, if my memory serves me, by Mr. 
Greeley, in his ‘History of the Rebellion,’ in 

his chapter on anti-slavery and abolition. 
And this is true of other most prominent 
men in the early stage of the eause, while 

men who entered the fie!d at a far later period 

and worked no more effectively have honora- 

ble mention. 

....A friend in the Ohio Wesleyan Univers- 

ity writes: ‘Dr. Lees, of England, has been 
spending some days with us and lecturing to 

our people, much to their satisfaction and ed- 
ification His lecture on the question of alco- 

hol as food was a masterly argument in refu- 

tation of the popular delusion upon that sub- 

ject. His discourse on the relation of the 
Bible to temperance was also very able and 
convincing. It gave evidence of much 
thorough and candid research. He {is doing 
a good work in ourcountry. Itis to be hoped 
his stay may be protracted, and that many 

may hear his exceedingly interesting and in- 

songs from the students. Never before was 

such enjoyment seen in Ann Arbor. The 
pleasure of the occasion culminated when, 
in the chorus of one of the college songs, the 
whole vast audience, professors and students, 
joined hands as they sang the fervent refrain. 
Meantime, we learn that nothing could be 

smiles—Mr. A. Hunker, who has commenced 

in the Troy Times a series of ‘‘ Epistles, His- 

torical, Personal, and Critical.”” In giving a 
preliminary account of himself, Mr. Hunker 
says: “lama materialist (like Emerson), a 
Conservative (like Phillips), and a Democrat 

(like Nasby). But I shall not ask your atten- 

tion to myself—being out of that business 

now, from age, if not modesty.” In many 

respects Mr. Hunker appears to adopt the 

sage of the Confederate Cross Roads as his 

model. ‘The great and good Mr. Nasby has 

thus far saved Kentucky by his letters from 
nearly all the horrors of progression. New 

York is an equally fertile field for me. 
Here still the Ethiopian cannot change his 
skin, save for 250 dollars, Here Democracy 
is supreme, and means the greatest grab 
for the greatest number.’”” It will be per- 

ceived from these sentences that, whilc in his 

ethics and politics Mr. Hunker resembles Mr. 

Nasby, he cannot match him as a spell-ist, 
‘* At three-score years and ten,’? remarks the 
Trojan sage, apologetically, ‘‘I could scarcely 

achieve the orthography of Mr. Nasby and the 
Southwestern conservatives; but Ihave hoped 

there are still some old plums in the English 
for which I won the highest prize at ancient 
and orthodox Princeton. In this Johnsonian 
diction I shall arraign the New England fana- 

tics who have ruined my country.” We think 

Mr. Hunker has been wise in resolving to 

trust his wits to good English ; and, if he snc- 
ceeds, as seems likely, his victory will bea 

legitimate one. The vein of amusement to be 
derived from lunatic orthography and frantic 
syntax is, in our opinion, nearly worked out. 
We do not blame some men for still toiling 

in that sadly-favored vein; for it is evident 

that there is a species of wit which could not 

be recognized ifit were not for the valiant 

help of bad spelling and bad language in gen- 

eral. 

.... We are indebted to our friend, Rey. 
Samuel J. May, of Syracuse, for a copy of 
he East Florida Banner, of Noy. 13th, in 
which we find the charge of Judge Goss to 
the grand jury of Marion County, bearing 
such testimony to the workings of freedom 
in that state that we cannot forbear an ex- 
tract: 

“The dreadful apprehensions which pressed 
so heavily upon the mirds of a portion of 
our fellow-citizens of domestic tumult, yio- 
lent opposition to the public authorities, va- 
grancy, idleness, and larceny, on the part of 
the emancipated slaves, and general disorder 
and crime, were, efperience has proven, very 
erroneously entertained. The land, or the 
major part of it, is still cultivated and as 
weil cultivated as formerly; agriculture still 
brings its rewards, in a measure, at least; 
crops are } my wei housed, and sold, and the 
proceeds divided between the owner and the 
tiller of the soil, with but little strife and 
without the aid of the military, and with but 
a rare appeal to the courts. . . . The 
emancipation of the slaves has not wrought 
such unmingled ruin as was predicted by 
some and feared by almost ali of our people. 
Indeed, it is doubtful whether the slavehold- 
ers, in a free and untrammeled vote, would of 
their own accord return to the system of slav- 
ery. When we consider, gentlemen, the des- 
titute and prostrate condition of our country ; 
the heavy subtraction of capital from the va- 
rious avenues Of business in the South by the 
emancipation policy; the very general and 
large private Indebtedness of our property- 
holders, and the great demoralization of the 

more felicitous than Prof. Frieze’s adminis- 

tration of the affairs of the University; and 

that many are asking, “Why go away from 

the University to find a good president ?’” 

....Rev, W. T. Clark, who for several 
years past has conducted The Liberal Christian 
with great ability and remarkable fairness and 
courtesy toward those of a different faith 

from his own, closed his connection with that 

paper last week. The proprietors will be 

fortunate, indeed, if they can find another 
editor equal to him in diligence, earnestness, 
and aptitude for editorial labor. We, of 
course, cannot commend the theology of the 
paper; but we do not hesitate to say that, 
aside from this, it has been, under Mr. Clark’s 
management, one of the best weekly journals 
in the United States, Hereafter, we under- 

stand, it is to be conducted as a strictly con- 

servative Unitarian paper, turning a “cold 

shoulder” tothe Rationalistic wing of the 

denomination. Untilan editor can be pro- 
cured, we understand that it will, like the 

Yankee schoolmaster of the olden time, 
“board round’; in other words, the con- 
servative Unitarian clergymen hereabouts 
will take care of it by turns. 

....Dr. F. R. Lees, of England, seeing a 
mention in our columns of ‘‘ Taylor’s Dia- 

gesis,”” an infidel work, writes: ‘It is a well- 
known skeptical work in England, but is 

now discarded by the higher and more edu- 

cated of the party. I remember studying it 
above thirty years ago, and coming to the 
conclusion that it was a plausible but shal- 
low and eztravagant production. Its main 
idea is that Christ was a myth, whose name 

had become the concentration of the floating 

ideas of the Orient concerning religion. In 

arude and vulgar way, sustained by scraps 

of ill-digested learning, it anticipated and 

exaggerated the theory of Strauss. Its au- 

thor, J. E. Taylor, was a clergyman of the 

Episcopal Church—I think an Oxonian—who 

lost his position and character. At one time the 
work was prosecuted, and had, therefore, a 
large sale. The best reply fO it was a pam- 
phiet by the late Professor Pye Smith, D.D. 
I forget the title, but I have the book in my 

library at home.” 

.o.The relations of Education to Morality 
and Religion, apropos to the question of Bible- 

reading in the common schools, find an ex- 
positor in our columns this weck in the per- 

son of that eminent scholar and theologian, 
Prof. Tayler Lewis, of Union College, who 
takes the extremest orthodox view of the 

subject; holding that the state must have a 
theology, and must make its echools either 

religious or irreligious. His present article is 
preliminary to two others on the same sub- 
ject. Weask attention to his views. When 
he is done, we shall give » hearing to the 
other side; not, however, in the shape of re- 

plies to him, butin direct support of the op- 

posite view. 

.... Wm. Hosmer, of the Central National 
Temperance Committes, summons the friends 
of an independent political Temperance party 
in this state to meetin conveniion at Syracuse 
on the 22dinst,, for the purpose of cifecting 

an onjanizadon 

structive leetnres. Asapublic speaker he has 
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Heligious Yntelligenee, 

Taz High Church party is making 
rapid progress in England. They have been 
helding in London a “Twelve Days’ Mis- 
sion,” (the name given by Roman Catholics to 
their revival meetings), under the patronage 
of the bishops of London, Winchester, and 
Rochester. The ‘mission priests” include 
many of the most earnest and devoted High 
Church leaders. Among the features of this 
“mission” is the hearing of confession by 
the “mission priests.” It has been a real suc- 
ces, and characterized by a freedom of worship 
rare among Anglicans. Mr. Mackonochie, 

who was forbidden to use candles, now keeps 

seven pendant lamps always burning before 

the altar, and requires those intending to 

“‘communicate’’ to give notice the previous 

day, so as ‘to protect the blessed sacra- 

ment.” Rev. Charles Parnell, of Liverpool, 
has issued directions to his congregation to 

rise at the entrance of the clergy, and keep 
their seats till the clergy and choir have re- 
tired. He thus instructs them in the proper 
method of “receiving the Blessed Sacra- 
ment”’; 

“No one should attempt to receive the 
Lord’s body between the finger and thumb. 
The ancient and proper mode is to cross the 
hands, the right being uppermost, open, and 
quite flat. The Lord’s body will be placed in 
the palm, and the hands should be raised to 
the mouth without touching it with the fin- 
gers. Communicants should kneel upright, 
and should not forget to take ¢¥ their gloves 
before they come up to the ltar; there 
should be no prostrations whil receiving. 
The chalice should be taken firm * by the 
knob in the center of the stem, and ot tilt- 
ed by the foot, which is a very da. erous 
sractice. It should be raised slowly to the 
ips, and then returned to the priest without 
any hurrying. To wipe the lips afterward 
with a pocket-handkerchief is an irreverance 
impossible to any who believe they have re- 
ceived the Lord’s Blood.”’ 

-...The (German) Reformed General Synod 
has been holding a protracted session in Phil- 

adelphia, under the presidency of Professor 
E. V. Gerhart. The question of union with 
the (Dutch) Reformed Church came up for 
discussion, and was referred to a committee. 
The recent dropping of the distinctive titles, 
‘*German” and “ Dutch,” leave two denomi- 
nations with the same name, government, and 
principles ; except that the late Dutch Church 

has affiliated more than the German with 

other denominations. The main discussion 

was on the question of a liturgy, which now 

distracts the Church. Permission was grant 
ed to use a new liturgy; though a resolution 

forbidding its use, except on the vote of the 
several congregations, was rejected. The Re- 
formed Church reports 3 synods, 31 classes, 
521 ministers, 1,179 congregations, 117,900 

members, 7,068 confirmations, 49,960 Sunday 
scholars, and $76,453 religious contributions. 

-.»-The American Presbyterian reports 
that since the adoption of the Resolutions on 

Psalmody presented by Rev. Dr. McLeod in 

the Synod at Xenia, three years ago, the min- 

istry of the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
has been reduced from 47 to 29. One pres- 
bytery (that of Pittsburg), s few years ago 
the largest in the body, has now only one 

pastor. All the foreign m <<ionaries bave 
suspended their relations v. \ the Synod. 
There are only three licentia Of the 69 

congregations reported, only 24 have pas- 

tors; and of the vacancies, about one-third 

are fictitious, several having no members at 
all, 

....Joseph Guiford, an aged printer, died 
suddenly in Montreal not long ago. He was 
a Catholic; but, as he was a member of the 

Institut Canadien, a society which is under 

mere 
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‘ Hews of the Week, 

Domestic politics have nearly engrossed 
the public mind during the past week. The 

meeting of Congress on Monday and the 
anxiety to learn what the “‘views” of the 

President might be in relation to reconstrue 

tion, to Cuba, and to specie payments, per- 

vaded the whole country ; while in New York 
the municipal elections, which took place on 
Tuesday, wer productive of an unusual de 

gree of excitement, which was mainly com 

fined to the: Democrats, for the Republicans, 
knowing the utter uselessness of astrugglie at 
the polls, when the officers of election return 

such candidates as they see fit, without any 
reference to the votes cast, took very little 

interest in the matter. The election of the 

Democratic candidates was a matter of 
course ; and the commercial metropolis of the 
Union, in whose good government the whole 
nation has a contingent interest, continues 

for another year in the hands of the most 

corrupt, reckless, and profligate “‘ ring’’ that 

ever got possession of public affairs in any 
Christian community. 

.... Congress met on Monday, at noon; an@ 
a quorum of the Senate and House of Repre 
sentatives being present, the President’s first 

message, which iscommendably compact and 
brief, was received at one o’clock and read 
There were 180 members present in the House 
on the call of the roll. There were fifty 
five members present in the Senate, and, 
after the swearing in of Senator Morrill, of 
Maine, and the presentation of the credentials 
of the senators-elect from Virginia, which 
were laid on the table, Senator Cameron tool 
the first step toward actual business by 
presenting a petition from Pennsylvania, with 
thirty thousand signatures, asking for aid te 
the Cubans. Senator Drake then presented 
his bill taking from the Supreme Court aD 

jurisdiction over constitutional questions, and 
moved it be postponed till Monday next, te 
allow him to make aspeech initsfavor. Sem 
ator Morton followed with a bill for the re 
construction of Georgia, which provides that 
the military commander shall call togethers 
the old legislature, for the purpose of ratify» 

ing the Fifteenth Amendment, and thas af 
those who cannot take the test oath be ex 
eluded. The negro members are to be ad 

mitted to seats, and all theacts of the legisla 
ture subsequent to the expulsion of the negroes 

to be null and void. This bill, it is reported, 
coincides with the opinions of the President, 
and is acceptable to a majority of the Repul» 
lican members. The message has been welj 
reccived by all parties; and the accompanying 
documents—the treasury report in particules 
—have produced a feeling of confidence ig 

the Administration such as had not before 
been felt. 

«..-The National Board of Trade were 
complimented with a dinner on Saturday tf 

Richmond. Several pleasant speeches were 
made ; among ethers, one by Mr. Frailey, of 

Philadelphia, the president of the board, whe 
closed with the toast: ‘ Prosperity to the 
North, South, East, and West, and especially 
to the city of Richmond.” Gen. Walbridge 
also spoke, and said that “the man who a& 
tempted to prevent the restoration of Vin 
ginia to the Union was an enemy to his coum 

try, and he believed that was the President's 
opinion.” 

....The latest news from the West Indies 

is to the effect that Northern Hayti is ty 
possession of the revolutionary army. Capé 
Haytian was taken by assult Nov. 18th, and 
Salnave’s followers fled to the American com 

sulate, Salnave has caused himeelf to bo prox 

the papal ban, and whose last Report we 
notice in the list of books prohibited at the 

last meeting of the Congregation of the Index 
at Rome, for this reason the priest refused 
him burial in consecrated ground on the orders 
of the vicar-general. A legal demand was 
made, but refused ; and the body was tempora- 
rily placed in a vault in the Protestant bury- 
ing ground, until the matter could _be decided 
by the courts. 

-.--The Methodists have just completed 
their statistics for this year, and report 10 
bishops, 8,830 traveling preachers, 10,340 local 
preachers, 114,712 lay members, 184,226 pro- 

bationers, churches and parsonages worth 
$54,115,297, 184,506 Sunday school teachers, 

and 1,179,984 scholars, In each of these fig- 

ures there is an advance of from 2 to 10 per 

cent.; except that the bishops remain the 
same, and the probationers show a decrease of 
10,624. The increase of membership has been 
140,000 less than the number of probationers 

last year. The deaths would not amount to a 
quarter of this number. 

few equals. Pleasing in his manner, forcible 
in argument, happy in illustration, and per- 
suasive in his appeals, he carries his delighted 
audience with him to the close of his address, 
and leaves them conscious that they have 
been made wiser and better by what they have 
heard. Your readers who may have the op- 

portunity will do well to give him a hearing. 

....Professor Agassiz, in a letter to a 
friend, condeseends to contradict a very 
stupid as well as malignant report, which 
represented him as saying that he did not 
want anybody who believed in the Mosaic 
account of creation to ettend his lectures! 

We were waited upon, some time ago, by a 

writer who wanted access to onr columns for 

a criticism founded upon this report; but we 
refused to gratify him, expressly upon the 

ground that we believed the report to be 
false, Mr. Agassiz says: 

‘¢In some opening remarks of a course on 
geology, which I am now delivering in the 
university, I said that the ‘theological in- 
terpretation of the Book of Genesis, giving 
six thousand years as the age of the world, 
was a hindrance to the understanding of 

..--The floor of an old church oceupied by 
colored Baptists in Lexington, Ky., broke 
through a week ago, precipitating 70 people 
into the basement. Five were killed and 
others injured. The negroes say that Provi- 
dence is surely displeased with the minister. 

Not long since some cans of powder explo- 

ded, and wounded him. He it was who was 

preaching near Athens when the lightning 

made such a havoc among the congregation ; 

and now the floor of his church falls in, kill- 
ing and wounding a good number. 

--+. There has existed here fornearly4 years a 
home for fallen and tempted women which is 

now enlarging its operations and has engaged 

ample rooms at No. 8 West Fourth St. They 

have had an average of 20 or 25 inmates for 

whom they provide, so far as it is furnished 

them by Christian friends, work in dressmak- 
ing, etc. They are put under pleasant family 
influences, and allowed half their wages to 
start with when they leave the home. The 
managers appeal for aid in the way of work, 

....Two colonies of Danes near Greenville, 

geological evidence; and no one who started 
with this idea, and allowed his researches to 
be influenced by it, could bea geologist.’ I 
do not remember my exact words, fhe lecture 
being extemporaneous; but this is the sub- 
stance, andI know that I did not say what 
your newspaper extract reports.” 

Aew York and Vicinity. 

Tre magnificent hall erected for the 

Young Men’s Christian Association on the 

corner of Twenty-third street and Fourth 
avenue was formally dedicated on Thursday 
night last; but on the Tuesday night previ- 
ous the building was essentially dedicated by 

a reception and concert, given for the pur- 
pose of raising a sufficient sum to pay for 
the organ which has been put up in the con- 
cert-room, and that object, we are happy to 

learn, was fully accomplished. Externally 

the building presents the most ornamental 

facade in the city, and internally the arrange- 

ments are altogether admirable. The con- 

cert-room is ‘‘a thing of beauty’’—excellent- 
ly constructed for acoustic purposes, well 
lighted, heated, and ventilated. It will seat 
about fifteen hundred persons, and is the 
pleasantest hall for concerts and lectures in 

New York, 

....The funeral services over the body of 

Mr. Richardson, at the Astor House, on Fri- 

day, were very solemn and impressive. The 

Scripture lesson was read by Rev. 0. B 

Frothingham; Rev. H. W. Beecher offered 

prayer; and both of them delivered short ad? 

dresses, full of sympathy for the bercaved 

and speaking kindly of the dead. The re- 

mains were taken to Franklin, Mass., where 

they were buried om Saturday. The city 

and, indeed, the whole country has been 

fearfully agitated by this dreadful tragedy 

and the circumstances attending it, and the 

air is thick with conflicting rumors, which 

can only be cleared up on the trial of the 

murderer. 

_...Mrs. Celia Burleigh is to deliver a lec- 

ture on ‘The Rights of Children,” on Mon- 

day evening next, in Brooklyn, 1 the chapel 

corner of Congress and (‘linton Sireeta, The 

subject is important, ind Mrs. Burleigh will 

no doubt treat it with alla woman’s tact and 

ability. 

Mich., have lately organized a Congregational 

church. The council were utterly ignorant 
of the Danish language; and, as the people 
knew little English, the communication had 

to be held through an interpreter. A church 
of 85 members was organized, who hold 

Evangelical views, and had been confirmed in 
the Lutheran Church. A pastor was or- 
dained. 

....The ‘Union for Christian Work,” in 
Providence—an organization formed in imita- 

claimed president for life. The governmenf 
authorities of Jamaica have captured a large 
lot of arms in Port Maria, designed, as is sup 

posed, for Cuba. The people of 8t. Thomas 

are excited at a reported scheme of annexing 
St. Domingo to the United States. 

..»-The British man-of-war ‘ Monateb,® 
with the body of the late Mr. Peabody gy 
board, is ready to leave; but she will proba 

bly await the arrival of the other vessels q 
the squadron. Her cabins have been 

in black cloth and white silk. Mr. R 4 
nephew of Mr. Peabody, and his former vale& 
accompany the remains. Sir Curtis Lamp 
son, who had intended to come in the “ Map 

arch,’’ to be present at the funeral in Dap 
vers, remains in England. 

....The French Corps Legislatif was agit» 

ted last week by a demand from M. Roche 
fort that the National Guard be ordered te 
guard the hall of the Corps in future, for the 
protection of the members. Cheers and de 
risive cries followed, after the first burst of 
astonishment from all parts of the halk The 

Opposition applauded’; but the majority pre- 

tested against the demand and the favor with 
which it had been received, 

....Thirty-seven Liberal deputies of the 

French Corps Legislatif have adopted the 
programme of Emile Ollivier, with some 

tion of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 

tion, by some who believe the latter too 

exclusive—has found itself obliged after a 

year’s tria) to banish billiard tables from their 

hall. 

....A Baptist paper says of the new Crozer 
Theological Institution of Pennsylvania that 

it is obeying the apostolic injunction to covet 
earnestly the best gifts. Having taken Pro- 
fessor G. D. B. Pepper from Newton Seminary, 
itis now trying to secure Professor Hovey 

also, 

...-A decision of the supreme court of 

Missouri gives Lindenwood College to the 

Old School Presbyterians, and not to the 
Declaration and Testimony party, notwith- 
atanding the secession to that body of the 

Presbyterians where the college is located 
and who support it. 

...-Dr. Imbrie, (Old School Presbyterian), 
of Jersey City, becomes associate editor 

of the Evangelist, but without leaving his 

pastorate. Dr. Cuyler (New School) re- 

fuses to become coeditor of the (Old 

School) Presbyterian of Philadelphia. 

....A revival has been in progress the past 

fall in Oberlin College, which has resulted in 

the conversion of from 100 to 150 students. 

In Hudson River Institute, at Claverack,there 

are over 40 converts as the fruit of a revival 

still in progress. 

...-The Monthly Religious Magazine ssys 
that nearly all the Unitarian congregations of 
England are of Presbyterian descent. Outof 

240 Presbyterian chapels of about A. D. 1700, 
212 now have Preabyterian-Unitarian congre- 

gations. 

....Rey. E. P. Hammond has commenced a 

series of revival meetings in Cincinnati. The 
opening services were very numerously at- 
waded, aw promise good results, 

reservations, and are forming a new party, on 

the basis of which a ministry under Ollivies 
is said to be possible. M. Glais Bizoin, Oppee 
sition, has been elected a deputy from the 

fourth Paris district, receiving 17,000 votes. 

.... The election of Governor Hamilton fm 
Texas seems assured; but the returns from 

there are too much confused to enable us te 
know the majority, but it will not vary mach 
from two thousand. The congressmeg 

elected, according to present indications, are 

Clark (Radical) from the Third District, and 
Haynes (Conservative) from the Fourth, 

....In the Tennessee legislature, on Prb 
day, a resolution requesting the constitm 

tional convention to confer suffrage om 

women was referred toa special commiteea, 
The house resolution asking the removal by 

Congress of disabilities under the FourteentD 
Amendment was passed by the senate, 

..-.In the House of Represéntatives, an 
Monday, a resolution declaring Virginia ems 

titled to representation was referred to the 
Reconstruction Committee; and on motica 
the credentials of all persons claiming te 
represent Virginia and Mississippi wers 
ordered to be referred to the Committee am 

Elections when presented. 

...-Itis conceded that Senator Morrill, of 
Maine, will succeed the late Mr. Fessenden ag 

chairman of the Committee on Appropria 

tions ; and that Senator Cragin will succeed 
Mr. Grimes, resigned, as chairman of the 

Committee on Naval Affairs. 

....The elections in Mississippi resulted, ag 
had been anticipated they would, in the 
choice of the Republican candidate for go¥e 
ernor by a majority exceeding twenty thoa- 

sand votes, and the complete squelching ous 

of Judge Dent 

...-The latest dispatches from Austin, to 
the 6th inst., say that the constitution is 
carried almost unanimously. One-third off 
the voters were not out. The legislature wi 
ratify the Fifteenth Amendment. ate 

....Governor Bullock, of Georgia, has i 

sued a proclamation offering a reward of 

$5,000 each for murderers of leading white 
Republicans in that state, and announcing 
that the time has come when such outrages 
must cease. 

.... Among the bills introduced on the first 
day of Congress were one to prohibit the im~ 
portation or immigration of Chinese unde 
contracts, and oné providing for the 

tion of the laws against polygamy in Uteh, 

_...Itis said that Judge Wright, of the 

Iowa Supreme Court, and W. B. Allison will 

be elected to the United States Senate. The 

only question to be decided is, for which term 

each shall be elected. 

....Late dispatches from Canada indicate 

that the Red River insurrectiou is dying out,’ 
and that Governor McDougall will meet 
no opposition. 

_... The first mercantile vessel which passed 

through the Suez Canal, the “Noel,” bound 

to Bombay, was wrecked in the Red Seaj 

when eighty-six miles from Sucz 






