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PR EF ACE

Candid Reader,

H E ‘Realon of my chufing the SUIJ}r.-&gf the
following Sexmam, in phe Cocirje of my fated
Miniflrations to my own Congregation, was

the forrowful Apprebenfion T Ead of the low State of
vital Religion, En general awong i, ab 10K Teme 5
and a fingere Diefire fo excete traly pishs Perfens, io
were Earnefnefi and Diligence in_he Servige of
Gad: T bad not the leafl Thought of ifs Publication
agin 3 wurs preacked ; but being fimce E&r:l:‘f.l‘fll‘.r de=
[iFed te cotmmit 38 fo tie Prefe, T bave confented, be-
pingand praying, that it may thrd the drvine Blefing,
be of fome Ufe to Maniind : The Spwereign Ged fends
by webown be will fead, be can, ond bag fn wady -
[lances; blsffed seeak Meays s if we fncerely i
vour g well &8 dme con B fromale fi's Kingdon, 02
wpif] gr..:;-,'i.:-ﬂ_,-".ﬁ' awcefif sf cur Eotmeble K odaaveurs, and
probably blefs them to fome 3 doch which Confiderations
ars preat Inceplives iv Ao To prevent Prolii-
.
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tys I have wor exprefled in the Sermon, rhe Wrd:
of many' Places of focred Seripeure shich confirm
aad illgfirate the Matters treatedof = T wonld there.
Jfore fnfreat the Reader, fo turn to them for bis oun
Satisfailion and Benefity and T earnefily beg Bis
Prayers, for ane whe is lofs than the deaf? of all Saints,
that I may chtain Mercy, to b¢ faitBfid to the Death ;

[ am,

Fhiladelnhis, Feb
othy :’;5-.. rw‘v_l_ Thy willing Servant,

~For- CHRDST's  Sake,
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PERSUASIVE,

T O
The riout USE “of the Pafiont in Religion
O R,
The Nature of religious ZEAT EXFLAIND,
its Exczriercy and IurorTaxex QPEN'D
and URG’ D,

SERMO N, 4-

ReveLaTions i 19. e ZEALOUS threfore,
. and Kepert,

I'G H T and Hear are infeparable Compa-
nions in truc Religion, without the latter,
the forme is cold Formality; and withont

the former, the latter & wild }?ﬁ!:‘ﬂ:ﬁ?ﬁr : Tho'
the Paffions be bad Guitles, they are notwithftand-

ing good Servants, and thercfose thould neither
be
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be negledtad nor d:&mye_&, bist excited, and duly
regulatedl in their Tendencies, by Reafon- and
Revelation, aceording to the Mature ‘and Impor-
tanice of their Objects: This is the Remedy which
the Lerd Yofiz Cheifl propofes in the Woeds of our-
Fext, tothe lpkessarm Clurchof Leodicea, to ciore
her Diegeneraty; and remove the Calamities confe-
qQuent upon it ; which are fuppafed by the pr-p-
ceeding Part of the Verle, from which the Trsr
isan Inference : A many a5 Ihte, T rebube. and
thafien ;. de Zrarovy therefare and repent. q. d.
Seeing the Aflictions I fend to corredd you for,
and reclaioy you from your Remiflnefz in Religion,
proceed not from. Prejudice; but regard - to your
beit Goad, therefore they fhould be kindly accep-
ted and” faichfully impreved, by the excrciie of
Zeal and Pemirence ;. without which they will nct
be remived in Merey : Certainly, rhe Weands of
a Friend, are better phan the Kiffes of an Enemy ; iF
therefore you baveany pratitade to God, ‘6r re-
gard to :,'m.#' own-dnteret, Be ZEALOUS !
Ardent, Love ia tarmed ZEAL, ( Nuwm. xi, 2g.
£felm Ixix g3 By this Woed, our Lord enjoins
a Taudable Emulation of Piety and Vistue, and an
ardent firong Afiection in religious Waorthip : #

Be

T Camsrs midh Pol Brees

SRR T S W Sty fhdm, ‘E'.ZI-I_II:'
firdee, Mafe
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B ZE.A LOUS; fhake off yout Slothand Luke-
warmnefs, and Labour earneftly in the Ule of all
appointed Means to recoven yowr firfl Love, .yout
former Warmth, Spirit, and Saveur; that fo'you
may be fuch surning and fhining Lighés, (dch fas
wary Salr, o adark iﬂddfgﬂnl:r&tthE]:ﬂ., it
Men [ering your good Works, may rify yeur Father

. aphich isin Hewven : If the Salt loyfes ity Savepr, our

Lard sffures s, -t f5 good for Nosbing, but to be
cafl eut, and iroden wnder the Fret of Mend ( Muieh.
¥. 13:)---And repent : i ¢, Candidly confels; and
fincerely lament ysur Coldnels and Negligencs in
Time palt; and refolve in the Steength of God to
do better in Time tocome, -in Porfuance of which,
fiive to keep yourfelves in the Love of God,
firive to keep alive in: yolir Souls the facred Fire
of divine Grace, that ye may not be dead while yc
live; but five in Love, live to God, and feel you

‘live ! let your Spikenard imceffantly diffuls to all

arcund you, its aromatic, delightful, and. afeful
Fragrance, and your Hearts glow with unvemit-
ting, ‘pious, and noble Ardors ! .

Taz Subject of ourprefent Meditations is Zear,
which s twofold, <ws. bad and good : OF the
former Gemss or Sort, there zre vaThous Kinds
ar Specier, particularly

&
.f
|
i
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X THERK i8 a waluba) Zeal and Adivity unfane. .
tified, which is.the Efet of & (prightly Tempera:
ture of Body ; which, the' it be not politively
Ewil, yet has Nothing fpiritial - oc faving in it
and (o is comparatively Bad, '

2. Ar igrorant Zeal, when Pecfonsare zealols
and they dont know for whzt or why § ‘and hence
it i daitd of the cagnal et that they bad - Zeal
Jor God, dut not aecording to Krewledye, for being
rpmprant o Guods Rightesufuefs, or of the Necedlity
and Sufficiency of the Righteoufners of a Medfator,
to.the Juftification of a believing Sinticr, which s
of Gods Appoinunent ; and goimg adors 19 effablih
thete aton it Place mcrl_:»nf,—risrj & it Eni:;erciy
filmit to, or \'.-"['ITEEI.‘E}' depend tipon, Fhe ng&jr_m,-.l.-ﬁ
mefi of God, (Remans %, 2, 3.)  And rhs Ifracl
thar folitcsed after the Lﬂ":? of R-':E.E':i.'-!i'l.l'__.lr.&'e""ﬁ, bath
gier ‘actainid to the Law of Rivhtcau/nafr,  Whoree
fore? Breanfe they Jowghe. it pot by Fageh, Ter s iv
SpREe "‘..'-" the Horks of the Law, { Reman: ix. Ihigz)
Bot befides this Self-righcour Poin, ipnorant Zeal
i equally liable to ruitinto the wilds ‘and freaks
of Drsbuifafer 5 when Men féave the Guidanes of
the bialy Scriptores, “and follow the blind depueles
of theit own Minds, which they recken fuflicicat

without thenys contfary to “the facred Orsiles,

{1
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{1.Cor. ii- 14, Rev. lii. 27, Lake xi. 13.) Tg-
narant E:a]_ia‘ cxl.:l:l:l.].i::g D'E]'.Igi:i'uu‘.'n_, Lhkea Sqoerd
in the Hand of one that 1= blind, or mad | Wit-
nefs the Boors Wars in Germarep, and many ather
Inftances nearer Home.

3. A Bypocritical Zeal, whizn Men affect to dp-
pear zealous before others, when thicy are not fo
in Reality ; thus the Pharifees wore Broad Phylac-
tery's, made long Prayers, compafied’ Sea and
Land tomake d Profilyte, gave Alms in public,
built the Tomés of the Propbets, that they might
be feen of Men, dnd citeemed Religious; and yet
they perfécared at the fame Time, the Prince of
Frophers. Thofe Hypocrites our Lord accofts in
the following L:l.ngl.l:lg{‘., ¥y Srrﬁt'.lf:;, »r O ener g
From ef Fipers, bow can ye efcape the Damnation of
Hetl, (Martbew xxiii. Chaprer.)

4. A proad Zeal, when Men are fervest in any
Matter that concerns them, their Opinions, Ha-
mors; Honots, Interefls, Friends, or any Thing
that is theirs, and principly becaufe it is theirs
And yet foch 1 the Degeitfulnefs of the homan
Heart; that fome are pleafed with this forry Miha
rooms, Witnels Fele, who had “the Confidence to
alk good Fowabaty fo come and fee Prs Zeal, ( Z
R."r.lg: X, 16.) B 5
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. z. A falious Zeal, when Pride or Covelonfnefi

hath engaged Men in a Parfy, and they think'it
their Duty, at leaft their Intercft, 10 contend ear-
neflly for all the Opinions and Cuftoms of the
Seft they have chafen, without examining whe-
ther they be right or wrong ¢ In the mean Time
flighting and rejecting all who are of other Deno-
minations, and Sentimentsin leffer Things ; and
folicitoully labouring to profelyte others, rather to
a Party than to vital Piety, that they may glory in
their Flah. and anfnver fome mean Defign, (Gai.
vi. 13.) Asifit was a great Catch to be damned,
sather in this, than in that Faffiom ; but blefled
be Gad, the Church of Chrifkss not confined to
any Pl:t!'lj;', (febn x 1€.) Nordoes the Kingdowm
of Cod confit in. Meats and Dirinks, but fn Peace
aud Righteoufrefi, and fey in the Loly Ghefl, { Rews,
xiv. 17.), The Apoftle Paul exprefied his Abhar-
rence of promoting Schifims in the Charch of Ged,
by a noble Deprefliof of himfelf on that Oceafion,
dudo shen i1 Paul, ol cche 15 Apollos ? (1 Lo in.
5.) The main Poin®s to be boly in Heart and Life,
fuch will furclv get to Heaven, and there their
Differences in Seatiment will be comfortably let-

tled.
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6. A fuperfitious Zeal, for fmall and indifferent
Things while greater are neglefted, thus the Pba-
rifees were fond of their Wafbings and Traaitzons,
and paid Tithes of Mint, Anife, and Cummir,
while they emitted the weightier Matters of the Lo,
Yudgment, Mercy, and Feith. They ffrained al a
Guat, and fwallrwed a Camel, { Maithes xxiil, 24.)

7. Awn envious Zeal, aguinft thofe that have the
Precedency and crofs their Defires, contradiét
their Nations, or cloud their Haner = Bar i ye
Fave bitter Envying and Sérife inyour Hearts, ghey
nst, and fie ot againft the Truth: Teis Wifden de-
[eendeth st from above, but s carthly femfual, and

deilifh, (Fames iil. 14,15

8. A malignant Zeal, againfl the faithiul Ser-
vants of Chrift, for their Soundeefs, Holinels,
and Ufetulneds, and in Proportion thereto : Not-
withftanding all the plandible Pretexts with which
it is artfully covered, (& this flacking PARADOX
confirnted by divine Teflimony : Gen, fil. 15 Gal.
iv. 2g. Lwhke xti. 51, §2, §3- 1 Yebn bi. 12, I
Cor.xvi: g. Rev. Xii. 12, 13.)

As finful Z EA L is manifold in Kind, foit is
exceeding hainous and of malignant Infuence; it
&ifhonareth God by prefuming to afix his {acred
Name to Error in Principle, and Jmpiety in Prac-

tice,
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tice ; it charges upon infinite Parity aH the Wic-
Lednels it computs ; 1t injures the Church of God,
az well as civil Socicty and our owsn® Souls | this
madc Pﬁr.-;f--:tqi:eﬁr‘.ing mrad ngninﬂ'. the Difciples ok
Chrift, {o that he {hut them np in Prifons and
compelled them to blafpheme ! {48 xxwvi. 710,
11.) Thiz breeds Conrention, and overfets the
Peace and Ordet of Societics and Families : As
pious Zeal is the Fervency of Grace, fo is fin=
ful Zeal the Fervency of Sin, it makes Men dou-
bly finful, for hereby they are indoced to do much
Eyilin a little Time, andthat in the WName af
God, wherebhy they ﬁ:_';ht alrl.‘l.:.!‘.ﬁ him 'IJj.r his own
Authority : (Perverted) this blinds Men's Minde,
and prejodices their Hearts againlt Conviction
the zealons Sinner juftifies his Sin, and pleads Scrip-
fure and Reafon initsDefence: Yea, he thinks he
1 ferving God, when he is mardering his Secvants,
and eppeling the Pever and Spirit of Religion, a
melancholy Cafe this indeed ! Yea, even Zeaf for
{mall and circomitantial Mateers, when Imigh in
Depree, is of hurtful Tendency, for it deftroyeth
Charity and Peace, and dilparages holy Zeal by
Accident, making the profane think that all Zeal
iz po better than the foolith Paffions of deceived
Men ; and hence it didables thofe that have it toda
Good, even when they are zealous for important
"!_,":,'-uit_}: and Duty, far many will be imelined ta
think
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think 1=.of the fame Nature with their eronious
Feal, ‘and” o :‘]'ll'r:.'garﬂ them. -INow feeing the
Cafe of finful Zeal is fo awfnl and dangerous, it
thould put usall upon our guard, left we be de-
ceived and enfnared by Satzn and gur own Hearts !

Bur, the provs Z BEA L enjpined inour Text,
is of a very different hlnd, and may be thus de-
feribed, ooz, that itis o devaud Ferveur or Warmth,
wrenght fn fhe ..-i’_l._-;l".f Fhrens .p_l.l"c: ﬂ“".':'.-"a.‘n"-!q. Perfon by
the buly Spirit, tnithe Ufe of a "rl,l!'{.!f.r!ﬁr.l' Mearis, sobers !11.'
.rh:}- are carried ouf to the werefly 1n j.‘-‘."'l.’-“.':’-..“.'f.l'.l.l'ﬁ i
Kingdom of God, from Leve to bis Mayelly, sorth an
Eye ta bis Glry, and according fo the Direlfiont of
bis aritten Hord, {Romans xil, 1v.  fames y. 16,
v Peter i. 22 and 48.)

Hing chlerve, that bue to God, i the Primeiple
fram swhich this pious Pallion l_1r.:|"¢-¢rl<_., (2 Cor. w.
14.) His Glery 18 its Ead, X1 Gor. x. 31.) Hia
Ford is the Ruf: by which it 15 regulat ed, (Gul,
vi. 16.) His Sperst its Effcrent, | I-u:'m. vill. ‘g.)
And Rigeneraion its Antecedent, (Coloff. Wi, 1, 2.)
It is not a diftinét Gracc by itfelf, but the Figor
and fervent Operation of every Graee jand has
the following P."-F-h"." £1, W,

| |
L
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1. It i5 according fo Krowledge, (Rowm, %. 2.}
for ‘Trothand Holinefs, and not for Egror and Sin:
It is fuch as 2 Man can give a Reafon tor, andfo
isa reafinable Service, (Rem. xii. 1) Without
Knowledge the Mind cannot be good, { Prev. xiii.
2.) The popith and enthufiaftical Notion therefore,
that Ignorance is the Mother of Devotion, is a3
falfe as it is foolith and pernicious, a reproach te
Chrifbianity, yes, a feandal to human MNature !

2. Siucere and Gmple, for God and his King.
dom, without mean Artifice and felfilh Defign,
(2 Cer, i. 12, ) For eur :‘ﬂ.g.-:-ﬂ-r:lf ir this, cwen
the Teflimony of owr Confeience, that in Simplicify
and gedly Sincerity, nof with flofbly Wifdews, but by
the Grace of God, <we bave bad cur Cenverfation in
she Werld.  For sve are not as mathy, who corrupf y
the Ward of Ged, bat as of Sincerity, bet ar of God),
in the fight of God, [peak we in Chrifl, (2 Corin. ii,
17.)

3. Temreren with Humility and Love, and
atterded with Mdecknefs, Self-denral and Patience &
Troe Zeal makes the Saines fumbls, Witnels the
Publican and Apoltle Paul, [Luke xviii. 13. 1
Tim. 1. 15. Philip. iii, 8.) But whilethey think

meanly

* Carelufinees, adulterating ir, s [lockBen who for che fike

af Gzain, unjaitly s Water wath the Wine they el i Pejirs
wees Symep. Bop 2 Cardard, Iv. 2.
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meanly of themfeives, they highly efteem cthers, ©
and give them all that Honor that is due to their
feveral Places and Relations, ([Rem. xiii. 7.) And
while their Indignation burns againft the Sins of
Wen becaufe of the dithonor done thercby to God,
they feel Bowels of Pity towards their Perfons !
{Rew. ii. 2. Coll iii. 12.) When Myfes the' the
meekeft of Men, faw the Calf which the People
of Ifrael had made, and Dancing, his Anger wax-
ed hot, and he broke the Tables of Stone, (Ezmsd.
xxxii. 19.) Yet he earneftly plead for Mercy to-
wards their Perlons, {Exed, xxxiii. 19.) Thns
cur dear Lord looked on ungrateful Impenitents
with Anger, who fought to flay their kindeft Be-
nefaftor ; being gricved for the Hardnefs of their
Hearys, (Markiii, 5.) And hence we may learn
that true_Zeal is 2 compound of _deger and Grief,
bath which P’:’Wﬂd from deve to God and Man,
and therefore is inconfiftent with Ei].fhﬂl'll'n' and
Blood ! (See Gal. iv. 12, 2 Cor. xil. 21. Lake ix.
§1to §7.) Filt thm thar we command Fire to come
goten from Heaven, and mrg}"ﬁ':-'lf them § But be trirr-
ed and rebuked them, and faid, Ye kuotw nof . suba:
Manner of Spe'n: ye are of ¢ For the Som-of Man af
med conne 1o defirey Mer's lrves, but to fove them.  See
how contrary Chriflt is to Drageensng for Religion,
and ipreading his fperitual Kingdom by the carnal
Weapons of Sword and Terge : A Method which
fome
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fome fierce Bigots would fain tamper with, ¢
fpread the Shibbolorls of their Schifms ! If
Clad-laze be the proper Method to convinee Mens
Underftandings and propagate theFaith; then the
Spanifh Ingraficion is the Perfedbon of Chrdtanity;
the moft worthy and pions Difcovery that has yet
been made. O horrible ! is it decent or con-
fiftent for Proteftants, who confels they are fal-
lible; aflert the Necelit ¥ af i'-..ﬂ-:‘J"."-"lL‘ﬂg_?,t and the
tight of private lmlgquc,u apd who blamé the
Papifls for their cruelty and bloodihed, to imi-
tate the Mother of Harlots in her Wickednefs,
by propagating her flavith and bloody Tenets; for
if extermal Force be necelfary to promote R'ﬂlgiﬂ'ﬂr
it will necellarily follow, that cronious Decress
have a binding Power; that implcit Faith is found
Dsttrine ; that Knowledge is dangeroms, and Ig-
rorance the Mother of Devoticn 3 becaufe the
teft we know, the mere culily we can {ubamit
blind-fold to an abfulute Authomty @ But when
any do fo in Maters purely Religious, they ad-

nit and oboy another Kimg in Chnit's hangdon,
and o commence Rebels J.:.liilf‘l his fopreme Au-
thority, who 15 the only Lord, Lawgiver, and
Mlafter of his People 3 by preféring others before
h?u;. and {e l‘ing up their Authority in Oppofition
to Mis, . [ Fames ive 12 Meatehers xxin. 10.)

LreARYER
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Leanhel M:. Hardurfonan thiz tu_;!;n-u;-.‘i'tJ it
Iy ‘ebierves, Thet it hath been ::-ﬁ‘x.red in excole
* for thes Behavian: of the Proteltant Charches,
ofi their Separation from the Chorch of Rore ;
{ for hieir Perfeverancein it afterwards, will
 admitol no Apelogy:) thet the Spi:it of Per-
[ecution hath A marveicus f'r[all ity 1nits Na-
ture, above all other Eerors, I:J cofrupt and
deprave the human Mind ' So that when every:
" other Iniguity of papal Power 'had * been inow
te detected and expelled ; this fill feulked behind;
within the élofe Regefles of the FHeare and s
citen as it could drl-_'_;ml'.;J'.s nel-ﬁr:n_lt} 1.I|'Lﬂ;.'r_:t
i Feal for the Work of Reformation, if was ready
o flep oot and play the Devil 1"

4. Prorortrowend in Dégree to the Wei_&lfht
and ‘Momrrt of Things, more careful about the
Subftance than the Circumitance ; and prefering
Erc*; Things to (mall; Riglresufiefs and Peoce
to Meats and D inke 5 the seelphtier Thing: of the
Lawr o Mings and 3 Came! to a Gnaf, {ﬂf:f
1% 13. Ram. %iv, 17 and 25, Mot xxui. 23, 241}
Prefering Things plain and felf-evident, «to Things
coppparatively doubilul and problematical, { Kent.
Xiv, 5 and 17; 12.) Prefering Matters that con-
gern vital and praciical Holinels, to upcertain Opi-
l!'il'li:Jl'ES sbont what 15 remote from the Hedrk and

i Praftice




[radtice of FiJ.-,'__-g s fueh agfoolith and unlearped:
Queltions, which gender Stnfe, Genealogies, and
Contenuons about the Eaw, which are anprofita-
ble and wain, (Treneiite 5, ge 2 Tam. 3. 27.) And
ﬂ.‘j'l.-ih:_.1 about Words te re Profit, but to the Sub-
vecfion of the Hearers, (2 Timii. 14. ) True
Feal contendeth not for fmall vand doubiful Cones
troverfics, ‘ta the lalsbr wrong of greater Truths
and Duties, tha' it rr;ardﬁ CVEry Truth : yerin a
Degres proportioned to its Place and Weight in
the Chriftian .E:F,r.'-":'.-.l.-', Gar .ﬁ:':.l::.l'.:rg}' of -Faidh, Rom.
xii. B.) Itis hotteft in the greatelt Things, and
cooleft in thelealt; more eaenefl for 2 vital Farii,
Leve, and good Horks, than for doubtful Opinons,
and mutable Ceremamies © more cacneil Ir-.:-.- the
Foundation, than for fome fmall .J'l.]J:::...]-.,H;;g in the
E-I'g-.]:u:rﬁ:u-ffurf; more carpelt tor the Lsife and
Soul of Religron, than its Garb and Direfs, (Col. i
1g. and iii. 14. Heb. xii, 14.) Nor can any Thing
oo more reafonable, for Love is the fulfilling of
the Law, and FFaith and Holinels the Subftance
and Jcope of the Golpel, (Rom. xiti. 10, 1 Tim.
L 5. Galvio 1g, 16.) * Carnal contefts sbout
= hitle Things, while the praat are

di

J:IL'.E-;.I\.-.I\.F i

{EEm fo I.'.'i':l\.\,'_l.'. !_'.J'rl.::lt £n

ttode 3 how moit
neatly to adorn a Carcale, or at beit, how with

* greatelt Art and Curiolity, to Trim and Appa-
L

£

Fel ‘a:'-‘r.’:f.':{"a'ﬁ:-'j 1] lﬂl.;uil'.:]zr; Man, in thefcirs
't h.'-
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“ ed approaches of Death, inftead of endeavour-
“ ing tofave hiz Life &% Buf of o waik in the
Sdf-.r'n'.', TP r,ﬂ: m'.’.-,i-:,-'_fyﬁfﬁ [y .Lr_.:,-f r_l,l" the Flefh s but
on the contrary, fpeak the Truih withe fudament,
and in Love, (Cal, y. 16. Phiip. i. g Epbef-iv.
15.) Some 48 Gygrsan obferves, areuntaithinl for
the Fuith, and lactilegecus for Religion !

Tuixes comparaflvely fmall, fuch as Minr,
Awife and Cummin, coght to be regarded according
to their Mement, and obferved in theic proper Or-
der, but npot put on a Par with the wergdlicr
Matters of the Law : And regarded they may be
by ue, a5 o our own Perfualion and Practice ;
and modeflly and peaceably recommended to o-
thers by Reafon and Argument, without impol-
ing them 15 Terms of Communion on others ; a
Clarm we have no Authority for, from the King
of the Church, (§ce Rom. xiv. thronghout, and
V. T and 7. Ephef iv. 2.) Qur Lord direfled the
fuperflitious and cenforious Pharifees, toge aud learn
cobat that meant, that Gad weuld bave Mercy, ra-
ther than Sacrifice, (Mt ix. 12} That i when
a lefler Duty intcrferes with a greater, the lefier
is to beat that Time omitted 5 theoffering of Gifts

ar

& The Bevemend and Learmed Me. Joms How, o hiiPrgh
in the Grnaliny of peligtous Contentione.
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or AZirof extermal Pebbigikmuit give [ace, tg
brotherly Love and t'hmpéﬂit:n o Lo fay that
there is no Difference in refpedt of the Degrees of
Tmportance, in different Truths and Duties, is to
appole the plaine(t Dictates.of Reafon, a5 well nt
the podtive Dealarations of Chrift and his A poftles;
and to fay that thele ihould not be regarded accor-
dinglj‘.. 1% to be multy af the f:ﬁc:l:'ll:.-' which corp |
Tord reproved in his Enemics, the Plariferi, and
16 rejedt common Eenfel Tao Erg*trrl a Mailin the
Reofof 2 Houle, as much as a Stone in the Foun-
dation ; or; the Haie of &« Man's IHcad and hig
WMails, as much as his Heart and ]-.-I.L!!lgt., 15 redi-
culous and gbiord

2, ‘Tavg Zrai 15 ever tender of  the Churches

Peace and Uarty, and therefore avoid® with Care,
irreguiar Meafures and Impofitions which tend ta
Confufion and Divifion : The Bifdom that i1 from
above, is fiofl pure, then peaceadle, ‘gemtle, and ealy
fe lie iptreated ; full of Merey and pood Frats, wwithe
out Parfrality, and dmtbout Hybocrily, ' fertes i,
¥7.) The Uniow of Chriits Dady mifticaleis her
Strength and Comfort,” her Beauty ‘and Glory.;
this makes her the Delisht of her Friends, and
the Terror of her Enemics. In this Situation

P
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bow goodly are thy Teats, O Jacob, and thy Taler-
nackes, O eael 7 7900 s fbe that Jooketh forth ac
the Morning, fair astbe Moom, clear ar the Swm,
andd ferrible as an Army with Banners . ( Cant. v
10.) Chrif prays that. bis Pegple may be oe, rhat
the Werld may Bnsw the Fatber bad fent bim, [ Jobm
xvii, 21.) Andidball not we lafour o beep the Uity
of the Spirit, tn the Bond ef Peage, (Ephef iv. 5.)
Labour to be one in Affefon and Delign, a5
Chrift and the Fatherare one : And 2 far as we
have attained, be one in Conduct, Lk, i
16.) Labpartebe one infﬂ.u.ﬂ'ﬂmu.r.:n':, and as to
effr Poines exercile  Forbrarance, allowing that
Liberty to others, which our great Mafter has left
toall, and which curfelves defire; and the Weak-
ncfs of our prefent State, renders i Hm:mi.'}r o
car Comifoct and Benchie, (T iii. 10. Epbel. iv.
2. Rom. xiv. 1. Gal. v. 1.) Labour to adopt that
antient fcriptaral and rational Maxirm, i Necella-
rifs Unitas, int won mecojfariis Lbertas, et in utrify
Charitas,  In fundamentals Unity, in circum{tan-
tials Liberty, and in both Charity : O how happy
would it be for the whole Chriftian Ghurch,
which is now, alas for it, by her numerous and
feandalons Divifions, beeome a'Torment to her-
f21f, & Crief to her Friends, and the Scorn of hér

Enemies !
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Enemics ! Would the embrace and aét ep ta this
equitable Axiom | But what [tc:-::nl:l can be expedted,
while the ignorant and furious Biggots of every
Betl, look on themfelves and theic Party, to be
the only: true Church of Chrift 3 in the mean
Time excluding all athers, and fayiog, Lo Chrif
iy bere, or o beirthere, (Luke xvii, 21.) Asifthe
Redeemers K.'tngu:lum was reduced to g INut-fEaif,
and he had no Feld but one ; from fuch unhal-
lowed Zeal, sand uncharitable CI:EI‘E!;,-', may the
good Lord deliver us |

6. Trve Zealis Impariiad, it is as hot againit
aur own Sing, and the Sins of cur Relations and
Friends, as the Sins of others: Tt labours Sfirf? ta
take the Hesm cut of our own Eye, before we at-
tempt to caft cut the Mote of our Brothers Eye,
(Matihew yil. g.)

7- Unirorn, it relpedts all GodsComprands, (£f
exix. 6.) Itis not hot for one, and cold towarcds
another : But aime at, and labours for a Perfedti-
on of Obedicpee o all ; and jullly feeing all are of
the fame Tendency, and enjoined by the. fame
Authority, (Philip. iii, 12, 13.) It confifts prine
ciply in the Fervor of eur bue to Gad, whereas &
falle Zeal confifts chicfly in fofred againit Mans

aiid
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sl therefore manifefls itfelfin fevere Cenlures
upon the Sentiments and Adtions of thole it diflikesy
{fames 3 Chap.} As the Legs of the Lame ard
not cqaal, fo the Life of a Hypdcrite or fulie Zeas
lot, i not of a Piece ¢ likc Epbravon, befs o Catr
wat furwed, half raw and half roafted, (Flfea vin
§.) His Gosduefo i¢ like the Morning Gioad,, and
rarly Dew, that fion paffes away, (Hofeavi. 4.) &
fudden Flafb that fosn expires, like that of a Fes,
var, or of theftony Ground Hearers, (" Mat. =il
g, 6.) Butthe Zesl of the truly pious, is like the
natural Heat of the Body, which regularly dizeftd
the Nourtifhment it receives, and fo animates arid
firengthens the Man : And like the Light of the
Morning which fhines more and more to the pers
fect Day !

# DiscezeT, inftzad of magifterial Jeverity,
or pharafic Cruelty, it introduces Reprssf, with
a Commendstion of what is praife-worthy in the
Perfon reproved ; this Method has an. excellent
Tendency to prevent or remaove Prejudices, and
excite to receive the Admonition kindly, which
miakes it more likely to anfwer the Ehd defigned
Ain Example of this, we have in our Lords treats
ment of the Churches of Perpamus, Toyatire,
Sardic, and Philadiphia, (Rev. 2 and 1 l!:I:.zlJ.]f

e
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I-Fsay add, that true Zeal 05 attended wid}
undatinted Bravery of Mind, and 2 gencrous primce-
.!].' .SLﬂ-fr'r'! i 48 appear in Nebvwsah, Pouf, and -
raunab | Showld firch o Maway T jlee ¢ Nebem. vi:
1) Woat ean ye 1 weep, aond break my Hear? ¥
For I ant reaty, niot only fo be bound, but to die af Je-
rufalem,. for the Name of the Lord Sfefur ! A
xxi. 13.) Al thefe Thing: #id Araunah, a5 o King,
groe unto tbe King, (2 Sam. xxiv. 24.) But fome
Profeflors inglorioufly change Shapes in Danger;
as often as the Camelion its Colours, and in Miat-
ters of Charify, do more refemble Nabal than -
raunad, (v Sem. xxv. 10, 11.) When help fot
Zior s alked, their litrle felfith Souls (hrink 'witha
in their ron Bajems, Like a Swarfin its Shell, and
are a8 impenitrable as Adamant, toall the Arge-
ments of Piety, Generofity, and public Spicir !

Tue Excellency of a true Zeal apipedrs, from
the following Contiderations, which recommend
it to our Choice and Praftice; vz,

T. EE.‘;L h:.'ng :'M-‘l;.'.ll'.]'li.lg bt the Fervor  anid
Figer of every Grace, it hath in it all the DBeauty
and Excellency of all thofe Ciraces, and that in 2
high Degree of Eminence ; if Love to God be ex-
cellear, then zealcus fervent Love muft needs be
melt cxcellent ! 2
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#. THr Natwre of boly {'}J';- Ty 5“|:.:11 fo great,
fo excellent, and of fuch tra -."'ﬂndnt and un-
j'p:.lf—:.lfa:i_- [mporrance, that we cannot be fincers,
in our Eteem of them, and Pucfuit after thom,
withour Zeal: Ifit were about Riches and Honors,
acold Defire and dull Puarluit might {erve the
turn, but about God and Chrift, and Grace and
Heaven, fuch cold Defires and Eadeavours are
virtually 2 Contempt! To love God withaut
Zeal, iz noteo love him at all, becaule it is not
loving him as Gad: Ne delire of Chrlt, of H -
linefs, and®Heziven, is :I‘l'.'in_,r_-" ;. hut that which
prefers them to all the T'reafures and Delights of
Life ; and that which dath fo, hath certanly
{ome Fxal in it ¢ 05 that Bedd is eflantial o every
Grice, as Life and Heat is to a Man.

7. ThHe Integrity and Honelty of the Heart to
God, confifteth much in Zeal ; us he that 15 true
to his Friend 15 zealous for him, z2nd not the
Man that is indifferent and cold ; to do his Ser-
vice with Zeal, s to do it willingly and hzartaly 3
to do it without Zeal, is to da it heartlefly, and by
halves, and leave out the Life aud Kernel of the
Duty: Itis the Heart that God doth firlt and
maott require, { Drew xxiin, 20.) My Sen g."t-'-' e
thine Heart, and let thine Eyes chferve my Wapn

I The
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The Eud wheh valwed according toits Warrh, exs
cites and direfls the Affedtions and Endeavours,
in that Order and Meafure, as is p:up'r[i.untd tor
its Excellency, and the Dificulties of obtaining
it= True Teal animates Endeavours, as the Mo-
gion of the Heart, diffufes the Blocd into the
Veins, and the b}JE:E:E into the Arteries, toconvey
Life and Motion into all Parts of the Body : One
Thing, faith the PsarmisT, bave I defired of the
Lard, and that will 1 feek gfter, that I may choell in
the Houfe of the Lord, all tbe Days ef my Lefe,
bebold the Beauty ef the Lord, an d to enguire in .3!1::
Tewmple, Whom bave 1 i Heaven but thee ¥ Aund
'-I:':'?'-' is nome upon Barth that I defire befides thee,
( Bfalm xxvii. g, and 1o, 25.) No Man cax
feree fwo Ma |..l.r, God and Mamon : Either be soill
Bate the or R, and fove ihe -E'I'.'rm.r. ar r.-!'.'r.lII £ Hf.nr.' g,
and ofpife the cther, (Matebew vi. 24.)

4. Zraris the S and Serength of the Duty,

and makes it like to attain its Lm:l, fhe feroent |

Prayer of the Rightoows is effeliuwal.  (Fames v. 16.)
]m-r&!:ruu:at-: Suitors are like to fpeed, rhe Kengdsw
of Heawen fuffereth Fivlence, and the Violent take o
by Force, (Matr. xi. 12.) We are commanded k2
STRIFE, as in an Apony, fo enter i al L

ferafght
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,.'j'r-,ﬁ.-'g{n.' Gate. ® And that for this Reafon, Bf{d'{ﬁl;
many -;,-:]'.F_ﬁ;.i_' to emder in, and fhall mat fe adle, (,[uj.;-
Xiii- 24.) MNot every one that feeketh, findeth ;
not every onc that firiveth, is crowned ; not every
one that runeth, gains the Prize ; but he that
doth it Jewfully, (2 Tim.il. .} 7. ¢. ReGuraney,
NUMBLY, EARNESTLY, PERSEVERINGLY, (Mlriab
bavi. z. Lakexi. 8, 9. 1 Corix. 24, Heboxiil 1.)
Nowonder we arecommanded to love God with all
our Heart, Soul, and Mind, which is a zealous
Love: for that overcomes all othcr Love, and
conftrzins te Obedience : From what has been
laid it is evident, that Zeaf is neceffary to Salvati-
on, both in relpeét of Commrand and Meax, for it
iz not only enjoined by divine Autherity, and has
d g:—_q.:i.:.ug Promife annexcd, (Rev. i, 19.) but
it has an Aptocls, a Becomingnefs, a Tendency
in itfelf, to the Object and the End |'|;1|11t;-f:d.

g Zear embraces and amproves the Ofporfuni-
tées, and Seafons of Mercy and Grice ; which
Sloth and Negligence let flip: The zealous work
while itis Day ; they feck the Lord while he may
he found, and czll upon him while he is near ¢

they

& __l,m_-t'lllﬁf ilrg:_-'t'{' q;:.u!d, "“.f"r'. I'rr_li.:.f-.#r'x. .d.n'Hf .!f.'iﬂ‘ll‘fl‘
Anguilk, rembiing, and Fervency of Mind, Lafs xxii. 440 § T
Wi 1 Zom P o
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they know the Dy of their Vifitation and Salvati-
on. while the Lukewarm and Indolent ftupidly
d'_'l-il,.' :'|_'_':|.J|; tritle . al.'.:.i:li'nh:in:,‘ haroen I.-:'I':’if“ Hear L5,
and flecp with their Lamps unfornithed, and do
not knock 6l the Door of Mercy be thut againl
them :  Fufewaramefi and Negligence arc  the
Grave of Mercies, where they are ongratefuily
buried, il they rife up in Judgment agamnit the
Defpifers af them : Surely the Improvers of Nas
ture thall condemm thofe Negicfiors of Goipal
Grace, yea the very Beaffs fhall -be Wirnedles 2~
painft many, who did not ferve God with  that
Biligence, as they ferved them.

6. Zear and Dilipence are the wifforioms E-
;r.'*.':.'.":s. of Sin apd Satan ; the y cannot en jure Sin,
but gpe to itas a Fire to Theras ; they dally not
with Iniquity, but reject the. Motion inftantly
with Abhorrence, and avoui the Appearance of
Evil ;- while the Vineyard of the Sluggard is over-
grownwith Thorns,. and his Soul famifhes withy
fruitlefs Withes, becauie his Hands. refule to La-
bour : E:r]r.m!l.rn:ulzi that flop a Sluggird, arc 43
Nathing to a- zealous Soul 20 Asa Wheel that
mowes Tlowly, is ltopt by a hittle Matter, which a
quicker Maotion cafily Surmounts; a lively Sers
vantmakes 2 Plealure of his Work, which alazy

one does with Pain and Wearinels, -
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7 ZeALis faithfel, conflant and valient, and
thecelore greatly pleafeth God ; drcleaves 1:him.
with unfhaken Cirmnels, with a dving Gripe, i
the midit of the moft formidable Dangears and
Calamitics 3 the Fire confumeth it not, nor do
niﬁll'j Warers quenchat; but foch as have a luke=
warm Religion, wiil be eafily drawn or driven
from it, they are (o indifferent that a_ hutle moze
of the World put into the Scale, will waigh-dewn;
Chridk in theic Eftcem ; the Hupes and Fears of
temparal Things, prevail with them- againit  the
Hopes of cternal. Nu wonder theretore thar God
ditowns fuch treacherous Scrvants, and turng them
away as |;|'|".'.'l.'=r'=l|'l-':|" of his Family ! ([ Lake 210, 2,
27,7 If 2 Man come b ine, and Hate not his Fa-
ther and Mother, and Wife and Children, and
Trethren and Sifters, #¢. Comparitively he can-
not be my Difciple. * Chriftian Prudence inftead
af oppeliag, realy befriends true Zzal, by directs
ing it in refpect of Time and Mode, fo asto an-
fwer its Defign, but camal Cunning oppoles all
Goodnels,

¥r isin vain to mafk thiemalignant Iniquity ok
Lukemarmnefi, with the plaufible Pretext of Ao
deragion, for that is only cppoled to immoderate
Diefires, Fears, and Cares about carthly Things,
bllr-'-:




- sl g e ] e S
-

[ 35 )
but not to Zeal about heavenly ; for herein it is
lawful, laudible, and truly Noble to excel! Their
Neceffity, Sublimity, Valoe, and Duration, re-
quire and deferve all the Ardor and Vehemence,
all the Vigor, theFire, the Foree, of an immor-
tal Spirit i inits balde® Salleys, its widefl E:r.pan-
fions, and moit intenfe Operations ! It 5 true as
to Things in their own Nature indifferent ; we
may, yea we onght to be indifferent ; to reforce a3
ihe' we rejorced mot, and weep et tha' we wep! et ;
becaufe the Faflion of this Worid paffes away ; all
its Enjoyments are rather an ppearance than a
Reglity, a meer Shadew that flec from our cager
Embraces ; a Sceme that often Shifts, and will foon
come toits final Period : Bat to be indifferent in
a Matter of the greateft Moment, a Matter of
Life and Death, a Matter of ::w:rl:f}i;ig Life, amd
everlaiting Death, 1= ﬂ1:'.u_‘3'.ing and horrible ! As
trrational a3 it i3 igne::[:-l.c, finfal, perilous, and
damnable | Lukewarmmefs my Brethren, is ex-
mding dithonorable to God and R{:Ijgignj i TET
can it when habitual and allowed, confit with
the Truth of it : This monftrous Trifling with
God and Salvation, Marre all our facred Service,
deprives us of Communion with the divine Ma-
jefty, and expofes us to his Indignation and aw-
ful Judgments ; asour Text and Context affure
LS
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ks, ‘This makes us uncomfortable to curfelves,
and unprofitable to others ; the very Lumiber of
the Creation, a Burden to the Earth; and a Pgi-
{an to the Air ; crumberers of the Ground, barren
Trees accurfed by Chrift ; who are every Mo-
ment in danger of being cut down by the Ax of
divine Juilice, and cait into the Fire of Hell | []
What can this crimion Iniquity procesd  from,
bt a Contempt of God, and the Things of God i—
An immoderate Love to the World,—Ignorance,
Unwatchfulnels,—~Laginefs,—Prefamption, --un=
necellary and familiar Converfation with the Secure,
~Conformity to the World,~engaging in nnpro-
fitable Queitions, which do not warm the Heart,
and mend the Life ; and carnal Contentions about
Religion ;:—Now the Badne of thefe Coufer, ma-
nifeit the Meannefs and Malignity of the Efed,
and point to the Megns neceffary to prevent or
remedy it. fl

Waen you grow cold and fothful, O con-
fider how great and good a Mafer you ferve ;
(honld any Thing be done negligently for God,
your Creator and Scvereign, your Redeemer and
Benefaftor } Can you ever do encugh for that

gloticus

[E] Lol il 7. Merkees wed, ige  Mitibewe Bi. 1%,
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glorios and  gracious Being, to whem you ars
upder {0 immenls, innumerable, and endeanng
Oblications £ Nor will ke ever fulfcr vou to be
: r -

Loolers by bt Service, which 18 iodeed its own

Reward.

O coxsiper | that he isalways prefent in every
ﬂu[}- 1_,.'::_-L|_ |':.:|_'E;_|':|'_|'|I1 :|::l| '|.'.'|!i LIPELN] J:.:I!e:'r il'.'l I!lii
Sight, ‘when a very Eve=fervant will werk, while

his Mafler ftandzth by |

Owzx ferious Thouoht of the End and Confe-
quence, one would think, {hould put Life intg
the dufllzit Soul, fay o rh-:lr fecpr fruzen Hearr, i
it not Heaven thar L am fecking, is it not Hell that
T am avoiding, andcan 1 be cold and fdoahiul
about {o great Events ¢

.
Tur Word I have to do is grear and excelleny,
what Knowledge and Grace have ] to pet, what
Meansto ule, what Oppofitions and Temptations
to formount, (hall [ then be ex y and indolent ?

Hormizss is the Omament of our realonable
Mature, the Beauty of God: He is plorfous 5%

Fokneft; and clod with Zval as a Cleab,
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@ consIDER my dear Hrethren | that ds the
Mafler is great and good, and ever prefent, the
Fork difficalt and excellent ; fo the Rewerd 15
glorious, incomprehenfible, immornal : A King-
dem thiar is unihaken, a Crotowr char will never fade
away, an cxcceding grest and cternal el of
Glery ; compared with which, zll the light and
momentary Afflitions of the prefent State, are
not worthy to be compared ; and in View of
which they appear as Drofi or Dwag, yea thrink
into Nothing, and are lighter than Faniry ! This,
this Felicity, will inEnit-:]j.' orer-balance 4l our
Fabour and Ardor in quell of ic! Fuorther,

Tuz Time we have to work in, is {Hort and
ancertain ; O hiow faft docs it fiv ] How fogn will
it end, end for ever ! All the Time we have o
prepare for Eternity is but a Mowiew?, the pref=nt
NO W ; the Time palt is elapled and cannat be
recalled, and much of that Time, alas for it!
fpent inSinninz and Trifling ; the Times to come
we may never poffefs, and will we fpendany more
Time o vain, when Death 15 fo near at Hand,
ind thie preat Judge at the Door? God forbid }
Shortly there will be fo I"r:lj.'il:_a:, no Heanng, 0o
Working for us any more on Farth ; ook into
fe dark Grave, and go to the Houle of Mouarn-

[ ing !
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;,u-_r’l O confider ! that this faert hath buta little
more Tima o think, this Pulfr but a little more
Time to bear, this Tongue but 2 little more Time
to {peak, and all will quickly end, end in z2wiul
tilence, end in the endlels Recompance | Me
thinks this thould quicken the coldeft Ilcart, and
roufe the moft Quggith lethargic Soul !

How many Millions are undone already by
their Coldnels and Negligence ; how many are in
Hell, lamenting their Sloth on Earch ; what if we
faw them welting i Flames, and heard their

Grroans, would it not miake us Serious ? What if

one of them had Time and Leave to ”“F: _:a.]i||,
would he be cold and cacelefs P

How many Millions are now in Heaven, who
all came there i_::- Means of ]'!:_:l'_, Zeal and Dili-
gence, and are now erjoying the Fruic of all their
peinful Lebours ard patient Sufferings ; thould
not this fHrup vur Zeal; or are we covered with
the Bcales of Leviarhan 2

WitaT Thoughts will all the World have of
Leal and Diligencs at alt ; how will the beit wifh
they had been petter, and done more for God and
their Salvation ? And how will the worit willi
whenit is to fate, thar [Jlf_'" had been zealous and

e R
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diligcnti How carneltly will they then knock
and cry, Lord, 'Lord, open untous ; but alas it
will be all in vain | What Heart rending Grief
will {eize them forever, when they think il}' what
Indifference and Sloth they have lofk their Souls !
yea, fold them to Deltruétion for a Thing of

gilcught !

We muft be zealsus and diligent Sirs in this, or
m Nothing, for there is Nathing elfe that is com-
paratively worth ene ferieus Thought; to be ear-
neflt and laborioes fer P:riihing Vanitiez is the
Diifgrace of our Underftandings, and will foon be
the Difappointment of sur Hepes ; the Shame and
Ruin of our Souls ! But Zeal and Diligeoce will
thro' Grace, recompenieall thy Pains !

HasT thou not been celd and indolent long
enough already ; how much Knowledge, Csrace,
Comfort, and Ulefulnels hath this deprived thee
of, and wilt thou be lukewarm and flothful fill ?
@ deleful Infatuation ! © Lord Jefus rend t'!:g'
Heavens and come dewn, and fpeak our flup!
Souls into Light, and Life, and Lave !

How diligent is thy grand Enemy Satan be goes
about like a rearing Limn, fesking whwr Do may de-
wotr ¢ And wilt thou be lefs diligent to refift him

when
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when thy own Salvation is at Stake I Lefs diligent
to fave thy Soul than he to damn it, © horrible |

WuaTr an Example of Zeal and Diligence,
hath the antient Chrifians left us, whofe Advan-
tages and Obligations were not greater  than ours,
if fo great ;. they had the fame Dafficulties to grap-
ple with as we have, and no greater Crown to
labour for ;=—and fhall this have no Influcnce on
cur ttupsd frozen Souls, what then will affedt us #

See the Lord Jefus weeping, fweating, bleed-
ing, groaning, dying, to porchafe Salvation for
thee; hear how he excites himlelf to Diligence in
this Work, by the Shortneft of the Time he had to
doiting tbe Night cometh, when no Mar can word:
And canit thou be carelefs and cold, about thy uwn
galvation ! How nnaccountable, unbecoming,
and ungrateful is this Supidity ! O (hall the La-
bowrs, the Tears, the Groasss, and Bleed of the Lesd
el Chralf, have no Influence on us, to cxgite ug
w Leal and Diligence ! Are we colder than Ice,
and harder than Adamang

Rememzch bow carneft thou halt been in the
bervice of Sin and Satan, and wilt thou be now
cold and carlefs in the Service of CGod, th}r right=
ful Maker zand Fropeictor, wha

fe Service is reals |
Liberty |

SEE
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St how eager Worldings arein the Purluit
af Mamon, the Prood and Senfual in Chafe of
H s:or and Pleafure, and think whata thame itis
to thee, to be more remifs for God and Salvation |

WaaT halt thon thy Health, thy Time, and
all thy Talcnts for, but to fecure thy Salvation 3
do not all the Mercies of God towards thee, and
all the Means of Grace bind thee tw be earneft and
diligent, the Sun and Moon, the Air and Earth,
attend thee with their Help ; and yet wilt thou
be cold and carelefs, and laboriouily fruitrate all

thefc Mcans and Mercies 1o thy own Ruin i O
lamentable |

See how an awaking f‘.mg of Confcience, ora
View of Decath at Hand can alarm the Wicked,
te fome ferious Diligence for the prefent, and (hall
laving Grace have lefs Influence on thee ¢

Q coxsiper ! that a Spirit of Jumber 15 a mold
dreadful Judgment ; the Decay of natural Heat
is a fign of old Age, apd isaccompanied with the
Dn:r-.’l}- of all the Powers, and Sicknefs and Pains
do attend 21l foch Den::lrr,.'s of Life = When the
Horle grows dall he is like to fes] the Rod or
Epu[ b =
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Is woT your Coldnef; and Sloth, a Sin apain't
Knnwhﬂgﬂ, Coverants, Profeffion, Fromifes,
and theretore greatly agpravated ; and will not
Punithment be proportioned thereto by a rightcous
holy God ?

Ir you would be zealous and diligent, drown
not your Hearts in worldly Bufinefs and Delights,
fou thefe create a Loathing and Wearinefs of holy
Things ; they arefo contrary to ene another, thar
the Mind will not be eagerly fet on both :=—Che-
rith Faith,—DBeware ot Sins againft Light,—Live
in the copftant Expeétation of Death —aAflociate
with warm Chriftians,—Pray for divine Quick-
ning. {Revive me and quicken me, O my God,
that | may run the Way of thy Cmnm.mdrncnts,]
and attend the preached Word.

Hzar how the Lord efus thunders againit the
Indifferency of the Church of Lavdicea, and o
them 'threatens us, who are alas
the fame deteftable State in 2

o’
for it, got into
great Degree !
Erge !I!i_"_.-' Wierks, that ¢ B are meirher rold nar her,

{ wwould thow wert cold or-bot 5 fo becanfe thou art
-i'-'--"ms.arM, and néither eold or bot, I arill fpue ther
eut of iy Monsh, g.'d. 1 obferye thy Behaviour,
thou art neither openly prophane like Heathens,

af




( %9 )
gr fuch 25 make no Profeflion of Religion at all,
nor yet hatt thou true Zeal or Wacmth, either
fur the Faith ence delivered to the Saints, or love
to God and Man, and the Praftice of Holinels
no fincere and fuitable Zeal for the Glory of God,
and the good of Mankind ; thou haft a form of
Godlinels, but by thy Indifference, practicaily
denies the Power thereof ; thou halt a Name 1o
live, but art dead ; for this Reafon I will rejedt
thee with Abhorrence : See how hateful Luke-
warmnels in Religion is to the Lord Jefus Chrif,
it turns his Feart againit lazy worldy-wile Profel~
fors, as lukewarm Water does Men's Stomachs ;
if Religion be real, it is noble, excellent, and
abiolutely neceffary, and confequently dements
aur higheft Eftcem and moft vigorous Purfuit ;
if it be not true, it thould be eppofed with Veliem-
ence, as a deteftable llnp-'.:liurc, and lmpﬂﬁ;l:.i-:ln
upon Mankiod ; if Religion be worth any Thing
it is worth every Ti]inﬁ, and therefore Indiffer-
ence is inexcalable ; an open Enemy is Lke fo
find better Quarter than a perfidious Neiter, there
is more Hope of a IHeathen than of fuch :—We
are not to imagine that Chrift witheth any Pericn
eold ablolutely, but only comparatively ; hereby
intimating, that the Cendition ef one whe makes

ne
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na Profeffion of Religion atall, i in fome refpedts
maore hopeful than that of a formal lukewarm Hy-
pocrite 3 no doubt both are effenfive to God, and
are in the Road to roin ; but it is better niat 1o
have known the Truth, than after the Knowledge
of it to depart from the holy Commandment: Ad
Sins againft greater Light are more hainous, fo in
generzl fuch Perfons are more putfed up with felf-
conceit than others; and having fomething to (i<
tisfy their natural Confcience with, are harder to
be convinced of their bad State; which is never-
thelels neceffary to their Reformation 3 it may be
theretore joltly concluded, thae their Condition is
in fome refpedts. more Eu_-ri‘r:-u‘:' than that of o-
thers ; 25 many as [love; 1 rebuke and chaften;
when thi:}’ wander ln:-rﬂ me,; or grow lukewarn
i my Service : He seatoas therafore, 1 vou wrould
either prevent the inflidting of Judpments; or
have them removed in Love ; efleem and adimire
arcgular well tempered Zen/ in others; and chers
ith it in your own Souls, for without this the
Practice of religious Druty is but like a dead Carcafs
without a Sl to animate it 5 let God's Glory and
in  Subordination thereto, the Tateret of his
Kingdom ba the grand Mark of all your Purfuits,
whither nataral, civil, or religious, and fet cvery
Adtion
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Adtion in the whale circle of Life, tend to thiz
truly noble Center, with an honefl and fteady
simplicity ;- and elpecially let love, ardeat, fu-
pream, and tranfcendent love to God, be the
spring, the Soul, the Seope, from, to, and in
which, all the Az, the Lines, the Streamis of
Life proceed, tend and terminate : O let this no=
ble Godlike Grace warm and infpire your Bofoms,
enliven and animate all your Thoughts, Speeches
and Actions, for God and his Kingdon ; that you
may be inclined from fweet Experience, from
conicious Inl::grit:.r, to Ipeak inthe leraphic, fub-
Lime, and noble L::ng'.mgc of the royal Prophet.
Hetak Ixii, 1. For Zion's Sake T wwill mst beld sy
Pracs -'.Ir&"ﬁlr _ll:,‘:nl'all:m'g Sake Iwill mot réf, - un=
fil the Rughicoufnefs tbereaf go forih as Brighesds,
and the Sakvaticn theresf ar a Larp that burncih T

Awp now Sirs, what has been faid CONCEIMINE
Ztaly, thould cxcite us to enquire, whither we
have any Zeal atall, and if any, of what Kind it
is ¢ if true Zeal be the vigorous Exercife of Grace,
then certainly thole have it not who are deltitute
of the Grace of God ; it would be therefore ab-
furd for me to excite the rmgc.-ﬂj.l, or fuch a5 ar&
nat dar s again, to Excraifc what |:|1l:].' have not
nftead of thiz, I would intreat thofe gracelels Ga-
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Jeos, tobegin at the Feundation ; fo make the Tree
good, and the Frast swill be good, (Matt. vii. 17,
and xii. 23.) To this End, plw ap sbe fallow
Ground of your Hearts 3 conhder fericuflly and
fpeedily your SIN awp DANGER, left the
eichteous Ged tear you in Preces, and theve fe none
te deliveryen | Awake thon that flecpell, arife from
the Dead, and Chrift (hall give thee Light ; By
fland ye all the Day idie fu the Market- Place ¥
Weberefere do ye fpend your Maney for that which i
wot Eread, ard your Labswr for that wihvch fairsfiets
rot # How long wilt thou fleep, O Sluggirtl,
awhen wilt thew arife out of thy Sleep# How fong balt
ye Betspeen fooo Opintens, if the Lord be God follem
bim, bt if Baal, them follow bim @ Whar fball a
Man give in Excharge for bis Sayl, if be gain file
gibele World and loofe the fame § Hbal meangfi tim,
O Sleeper, arife, cail upon thy God, if fo be that God
il thank upon ws, that wee perifh ot !

Anp let fuch as havea fale malignant Zeal,
hear and confider the Words of Chrilt to a perfes
cuting Saul, Sawl, Saul, why perfecutelt thou
me? Tt is hard for thee to kick again(t the Pricks :
On whomioever the Stone which the Builders re-
jected falls, it will grind him to Powder l—

Yow
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You that have frue Zeal, labour to cherith and
prcl'r.r'-’l: it, and he more and more zealous for the
glorions God, whatever blinded Sinners think, oc
fay, or do againit you : Bewail your paft Remifi-
m:r[:.; arife and fbine, for your Safvation i5 uearer
than svbex ye believed _ll'é'f that ye walk circamfpedi-
Iy, mat as Fools but as iz, Redeeming the Tome,
becaufe the Diogs are Evil : Take Care that your
Zeal he qualified as before exprefled, and thus be
intrepid Herges in the Caufe of God and Religi-
on, and count not your lives dear, that ye may
fifh your Courfe with Joy ; O think often” on
the noble Zeal of Akrabame, Msles, Phinclas, E-
fiyab, Nebemich, Araunab, and above all, of the
Prince of Prophets ! And mow Brethren, feeing wee

, alfe are compaffed about, with fo great o Clad of
Witnelfes, Tet wsfay afide every Weight, and the Sin
that doth fo eafily befet us s and let us run wirh Pati-
emce the Race that is ot before us, bolang unie Tfefus,
the Authar and Finifher of our Faith ; whs for the
Tey that was et befare Eim, endured the Crefi, de-
Jpifing the Shame, andis jef deien at the right Land
of the Throne of Ged, Amen.
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AGE ;. thie frfl Line ie the Text § far rérefere, Tead fheers

Jeve, Fageq, Lime 24; for Teeadad, read Tosadad. Pape
15y Line 1o for Sesdl read Ered’ Page. 1l line 2o do
i, reLd h'lx..l’-_lll'ﬂ.l'. .".i_gl: FT. 8 Lige iz idllj B35 _,l':'f. read
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