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SERMON

Preach’d at Burlington in New-Jerfey, November 3.
1749. Being the Day appointed by his Excelleney
the GO VER NOR, with the advice of His

Majefty’s Council,
FOR A
Provincial THANKSGIVING.

Beforethe GO VE R N O R and others, upon Texts
chofen by his Excellency.

With a Prefatory Addrefs to PurLip Dopparnée, D.D.

By GILBERT TENNENT, A M [

Plalms cxvi. 12, 14. What fball 1 render unto the Lord, for all his Benefits
towards me? 1awill pay my Vows. .

Plalms L. 23. Whofo offereth Praife, glorifyeth me: and to bim that ordereth
bis Comverfation aright, will I fhew the Salvation of God.

PHILADELPHIA

- Printed by W. BrRaDFORD at_the Sign of the Bible

in Second-Street,  MDCCXLIX,
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Puirir Dobpbpribgr, D. D. -
At Northampton, in Ehglaml.

Reverend and bonoured Sir, v

“HE worthy Chara&er I have had of You frum a Per-

fon of Eminence, in a neighbouringProvince, from

divers other worthy Perfons, together with what I have

feen of your writings, has excited my peculiar refpe&;

in Teftimony of which, I have taken the Freedom to

‘prefent the following Difcourfe to You, which however

defe&ive in its Form, will not, I am perfuaded, on ac-

count of its Subject-Matter, be difagreeable to a Gentle-

man of your diftinguithed Piety.and Loyalty, nor in
that refpe&t unworthy of your Patronage.

Sir, I have with, Pleafure heard of your Diligence
and Succefs in condu&ing a Seminary of Learning, fo
as to ferve the important Interefts of the Redeemer’s
Kingdom, in your native Country ; and I doubt not the
fame generous Zeal for GOD, will incline and animate
you to encourage with your Councils and Inflyence the

: . A2 . like
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fike laudable Defign in thefe Parts; particularly in the
Province of New-Jerfey, where aCharter {of a Plan truly
Catholick) is already . obtain’d for an Academy, and
where there is great Neceflity of one, to qualify Perfons
for the Service both of Church and State. I heartily
wifh that the Smiles of Heaven may conftantly attend
your abundant Labours’ for God and his People, and
that you may fhine brighter and brighter to the per-

I am,
Reverend and bonoured Sir,
with greas refpett, Tour
| affectionate Friend |
and bumble &man't;
G. TENNENT.

Rhiladelphia, Noveas,
T 376 1749,
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PsarLm Ixv. 1. and Puririp, i. 3. .

Praife waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion ; and unto thee
Sball the Vow be performed. )

Only let your Converfation be as it becometh the Gojpel of
CHRIST. ' .

' DSNH E Defign of the Pfa/m from whence our
@g@%ﬁ Text is taken, feems to be to declare the

Co Té# S marvelous Works of Divine Grace towards
%‘%‘&"&ﬂ‘ﬁ the Church in Particular, and theKindnefles
£)E& 35y of Divine Providence towards the World
i "™ in General, and to excite the Profeflors of
Religion, to give to Gop that Praife and Honour that
is due for them. It is probable from the five laft Ver-
fes of this Pfa/m, that it was pen’d on Occafion of a
refrefhing Rain, obtain’d after extream Drought.

Praife waiteth for thee, O GOD, in Lionh : Waits for
thine Acceptance. Praife is Silent unto thee, {o fome
explain the original Word : Intimating that the Works
of Gop are fo Great and Glorious that™ his juft Honour
for them cannot be fufficiently exprefs’d. The moft
accurate and exalted Praife, that the Church militant
can offer, is compar’d with what it thould be but Silence.
Praife indeed is due to Gop from all the World, but
it only waits for him in Ziom, in his vifible Church and
Kingdom. Itis true all hisWorks Praife him obje&ively,
or minifter Matter for Praife;. but it is his Saints only
‘who blefs him by a&ual Adoration :* In Zion was Gop’s- -

dwelling
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dwelling Place, happy they who dwell with him there,
they will be ftill praifing him : Unto thee foall the Vow
be performed, i. e. Promifes made in the Day of Trou-
‘ble, fhould be carried into Execution, after deliverance
from it: Our Thankfgiving for Mercies received, is not
like to be accepted, unlefs the Vows made in purfuit
of them be perform’d, '

FROM the Words thus explain’d, T would obferve
the following Propofition, viz. -
THAL 1t is the Duty of GOD's profeffing People, to
Praife or Thank bim publickly for Ben:fits receiv'd, and
" to evidence the Sincerity thoreof by the Performance
of their Vows, or by a Gonverfation becoming the Gofpel
of CHRIST. - I
. IN Difcourfing upon. which T fhall endedvour, -
L 70 epen the Nature of Praife or Thank(giving. .
. II. SPEAK of the Reafons of t. S
PRAISE and Thankfgiving in ftriCtnefs of Speech,
have a different Signification. Praife is an A& of Devotion,
‘by which we admire and confefs his Divine Perfetions ;
but Thank{giving only imports a grateful Senfe and
humble Acknowledgement of paft Mercies. ~ We Praife
.Gop for all his glorious A&s, whether they refpe&
ourfelves or others, yea, even for the terrible Difplays
.of his Juftice and Vengeance : But we Thank him only
for the Inftances of his Goodnefs, in which we: our-
felves are fome Way concern’d ; but feeing the facred
~ Scriptures {peak of them promifcuoufly, fo may we,
‘and the rather becaufe when Praife refpects Benefits
‘received, as it does in our Text, it is the fame with
Thank(giving.” . - T
NOW the proper Object of Praife and T/mnk[%vgg,

ds the blefled-Gov, ‘Prasfe wanteth for ‘thee, O GOD,
4% ZLion: Altho’ we fhoald exprefs Gratitade for Be;igé;
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fits received, to our fellow Greatures, who have ‘been
Infirumental in the Conveyance of them, yet feeing it
is Gop who dire@s, affifts, and fucceeds them in their
Attempts, without which all their Contrivances and La-+
bours would prove abortive, therefore to him we muft
afcribe the Glory of all the Benefits we receive. Enter
bis Gates with Thank(giving, and into bis Courts *with
fl’mig, be thankful unto bim, and blefs bis Name ; faith
the Pfalmifl, for the Lord is GOD, bis Mercy is ever-
lafling, and bis Truth endureth to all Generations : He
is not only. good eflentially, but good communicatively
he is toth good in himfelf, and good to us, from him
every perfeét Gift and good Donation comes, from his
unexhaufted Treafures all the good we poffefs is derived.
THE extem of Thank(giving, or that which we fhould
be thankful for is all Things, m every Thing give Thanks,
Mercies temporal, fpiritual, eternal, fuch as Creation,
‘Providence, Redemption demand our Praife, make 4
Jjoful noife unto the LORD, all ye Lands, [erve the
"LORD with gladnefs, come before bis Prefence with fing-
g, know ye that the LORD is GQOD, be it is that hath
made us, and not we ourfehves, it is GOD that girdeth
us with Strength, and maketh our way Perfelt, yea, that
bath waf’d us from our Sins in bis Blood.  And no
doubt we fhould be Thankful even for Afflitions, that
they have not been fo great as we have deferv'd, in
tefpe& of Number, Weight, or Continuance. Fzra. ix.
13y 14. And. afier all that is come upon us, for our evil
Deeds, and for our great Tr/cj_’[[mfr, feeing that thou our
GOD haft punifbed us lefs than our Inquities deferve,

Yfoould we a&gaizx break. thy Commandmentsy ~

*." THE Subjects of Thank(giving,. gre all: Mentin general,
and thofe that are Pious in ‘particular, -{fuch having: re-

ceiv’d peculiar Benefits, are under greater engage-

ments
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ments to gratitude, and more enclin’d to perform them?
Sccing that to theny more has been given, confequently
“of them more is expected ; whoever negle& the Duty of
#Praife, they thould not, Praife waiteth for thee, O GOD
i# Zion. A Saint that pegle@s Praife Ads out of Cha-
salter.
FARTHER, the mature of Praife and Thawk[givizg;
smplies or includes, thefe Particulars following, wiz.
ift. OUR firm perfafion of Gop’s Government over
sll Events, by bis Providence ; in which refpet we are
told, that zhe Race is nat to the Swifi, mor the Rattle to
the Strong; and that all the Hairs of our Heads are
‘wumbered ;, for without this Perfwafion we fhall not be
enclined to give to Gop the Glory of his Goodnefs, but
“Sacrifice to our own net, and burn Incenfe to our ewn
dreg. The providential Kingdom of Gop, my Bres
thren, manages the Globe, rules:the Heavens, the Earth
and Sea, with all the warious Tribes of Inhabitants
they contajn, and that in every of their Motions, and
A&ions, the Heavenm is his Throne and the Earth his
. Foot-floel : All the Principalities of the former, and Poten-
tates of the latter, are Subje& to his all governing Regi-
men: The angry Element in its greateft Rage and Up-
roar, fpeedily floops to his providential check, and
finks its threatning Surges in Calm and Silence. Yea,
the very Devils in the: Vanlt of Hell, are bound by
his Power in Chains of Darknefs, and feel the Penalties
‘of his righteous Government: The fmalleft Beings he
has form’d do net efcape his all pervading Notice : The
Lilies wear his Livery, and the Sparrows fall not withe
out his Order : He Guides by an unerring Hand the
moft fortuitous Motions- and cafual Events, fo as to
Anfwer his wife Defigns, with: the utmoft: exa@nefs :
Thq’ the Lot be caft:into the: Lap,. yet the difpoﬁ'ngf
N o
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oFit is of Gob, The Arrows apparently random Motion,
pierc’d between the Joints of Ababs Harnefs; and Hence is
hat neceflary and reafonable Caution, that he who girdeth
on bis Harne(s fbould not boaft as he that putteth it of, becautq
FEnterprizes fometimes havenot that iflue which they pro=-
mife or threaten, but fuch as Gob is pleafed to order..
< THE Almighty rules both the End and- the Means
deading to it: When he propofes to favour his People
with Plenty, he often fucceeds the Means in fuch a
Manner, as that his Hand may be plainly difcerned.
Hyfea. it 2v, 22.- And it foall come to pafs in that Day,
A will bear [aith the LORD, 1 will hear the Heavens, and
they fball bear the Earthy and the Earth [ball bear ths
Corn and Wine and Oyl, and they fball bear Jezrell. .

;. NOR are Things neceflary Natural and Voluntary
sexcluded, the vaft the all comprehending Compafs of his
Providence, No, the Almighty. gives Law to the revol-
ving Seafons of the Year, the Ebbings and Flowings of the
Seca, the Motions of the Heavens and Eclipfes of the
-Luminaries, and obliges them by his Providence to
conform to it; the Thunder and Lightning, the Wind
and Rain, obey his Word ; and as to intelligent Agents
he turns them,. but confiftent with the natural Liberty
of their Wills, as the Streams of Waters in the South:
So that tho’ there be many Devifes -in Man's Heart, the
‘Councit of the LORD that fball fland. He often brings
‘Light out of Darknefs and Order out of Confufion, 1o
‘that thofe Things that arc feemingly contrary to the
-good of his People, are in the End turn’d to their Ad-

~ _vantage, and made Means to promote it, as is evident

An the memorable Inftance of Fofepl’s Advancement to
the Government of Egypt. . . o
- adly. PR AISE and Thank(giving, implies or includes
our particular Notice and high Efteem of Gop’s mc;-fcg_'é[-
R A R



( 16 ) .
ful dealings with us in his Providence, hi¢e Ways are
Wonderful, fought out of all that have Pleafure therein.
We have certainly great caufe to admire the Mercies of
Gobp towards us, when we confider their Nature, Num-
ber, Seafonablenefs and Manner of Conveyance, together
with our utter Unworthinefs ot the leaft of them!
3dly. PRAISE or Thamk(giving includes our affec-,
tionate love to Gop for Mercies we have received.
‘The Pflalmift affures us, that he loved the LORD becaufe
~ be beard bis Supplication. 'The Almighty fhould be lowedt
- ardently by us, not only becaufe of his effential, but
“this communicative Goodnefs ; every new Mercy fhould
.add new fewel to the Fire of our Love. - :
" 4thly. THE' aforefaid Duty includes, our making
“exprefs mention of the Goddnefs of Gobp towards - us,
-not only in private but in publick,-with Humility and
“Reverence, with "Ardour and Sincerity, with Faith in
the Lord JEsus CuRrisT, the unfailing Source and in-
#tituted Medium -of our Benefits, by whom they are
convey’d to us, in whom they are rendered Salutary,
and thro’ whofe meritorious Sacrifice our grateful re-
turns for them ‘do only find Acceptance : Nor fhould
-our Thank{giving be deftitute of Hope in the Mercy
of a gracious Gop, for in fuch he delights. We fhould
freely acknowledge, as we have great Reafon, our utter
_unworthinefs of the Benefits ‘we reecive, -as well
‘as the amiable: Difplays of Divine Wifdom, Power
and Kindnefs apparent in them, entirely difclaiming
a fordid Sacrifice to ourfelvest Again,
~ 4thly.  PRAISE and Thamkfgiving particularly - and
~eminently-includes, the Payment of our ;;w,« or in other
- 'Words, a Converfation becoming the Gofpel.-of CHRIST.
" Thofe 'who fincérely thank GOp. for ‘his:Merciés,  are
Yed. by a: View of his Goddugfs. -to- repent - of theit-anR
&t again




(S

=
~°

- - AL N

¢ 1)

_ againft the Obligations of it, and to perform the Voia

they made, either in the Day of their Trouble, in queft
of needed Benefits, or in the Day of their Deliverance,
in gratitude for them : For certainly it is better not to
.vow, than to vow and not pay, without this all ouyr
werbal Praifes, are but as a founding Brafs, and tinkling
Simbal, infignifieant and unacceptable : We muft not
-only admire Gop in all we have, but improve all to hjs
‘Glory, and walk before him in all well pleafing. (1 Chren.
'XxViX. 10, 11, 12, 13.) Hherefore David bleffed the
‘LORD bcfore all the Congregation, .and [aid bleffed be thow
'O Lord GOD of Tirael, our Father for ever avd ever,
2hine O LORD 15 the Greatne(s and the Power, and the
Glory, and the Maj:fly, for all that is in the Heaven, and

2he Larth is thine, thine is the Kwngdom, O LORD, and

‘thou art exalted as Head above all, both Rickes and

- Honour comes of thee, and thou .reignefl over all, and in

#hine Hand is Popwer and might, now therefore our GOD
we thank thee, and Praife thy glorious Name. See alfo

~2 Tim.i. 5. Ithank GOD whom I ferve from my Fathers
- with a pure Confcience; ferving Gop, or a Converfation

becoming the Gofpel of CHRIST, is real Praife, the beft

~expreflion and moft fubftantial Evidence of our Thank{-

.giving. . :

BUT what is the Gofpel of CHRIST, and what is it

“to have s Gomver[ation becoming it ?

I Anfwer, that the Word Gofpel, .ewayyenio lite}ally |

~and ftrifkly fignifies glad Tydings, or the comfortable

Promifes and tenders of Salvation by -ounr Lord Jesus
CurisT, but more largely confidered, it includes the
"whole Syftem of dodrines, precepts, promifes and

- “threatnings, contain’d in the Revelation of Gop’s Will in
- his. Word, refpe@ing the Way -to Salvation, by .a 'Rc-
deemer : -And efpecially i)ina.'thg New-Teflament. Con-
: . 2 ' ’

verfation,

S '
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“wetfation, doubtlefs. fignifies the general Courfe of - onr-
Londud. A Man svho only Steps into a Read now and
‘then, cannot be faid to walk in it; the Word mameye.
“fignifies Citizenfhip, and is borrow’d:from Citizens who
live according to the Laws of their particular City, - ds
- 'Grotius obferves, and therefore by a Greet Cuftom of
Speech, it fignifies our Manner of Life, and emphati-.
.cally intends, that the whole of it he conform’d to the:
Gofpel as becomes the true Citizens.of Heaven. . -
THE original Word ¥ies tranflated éewmmg in, our-
"T'ext,” is elfewhere -tranflated Worthy, as Epbef iv. 1..
‘and Thef. i. 11. Which fuppofes not a worth of Defert,
-preceeding the Grace of Gop, but a worth of fuitable-
-nefs or fitnefs confequent upon it, -as the aforefaid
-Scriptures fufficiently confirm.. The Word fi gnifies
{fomething fuitable, decent, ornamental :: Thofe attions
are worthy any Agent, that arc fuitable to his Place and
Station, that become his Charalter; and add.a diftin-
guifhing Luftre to it. And hence-the Apottle to. the
. Ephefians forbids foolifh Jefting as not convepient, - that
is not fuitable to our Profeflion of Chriftianity =  And
our LorD exhorts his Difciples to ket their Light (o fbine
“before Men, that they [eeing their good IWorks, may g/orz_fj'
-their Fatber which is in Heaven. Chriftians are like Stars
in the Night of this dark World, whofe light is defign®d
to dire& wandering Tranfgreﬂ'ors into the paths of Pcacc
-and Purity, which iffue in Salvation.

NOW “our Converfation may be faid to be b;commg
the Gofpel of CHRIST.

1. WHEN it anfwers.our Profeﬁion of the Gof-
pel, when we are in fome Meafure what we feem to be,
and what by our Profeflion of the Gofpel of GCuRisT

- we oblige ourfelves to be: When tve who Name the
* Name of CurisT depart from Iniquity, deny. ourfelves,
i 'take up the Redeemer’s Grofs and follow him. = And, |

2.d y-
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“adly. When it is-agrécable to the Do&trines of the
,Go{pel when. we live as thofe who believe that CHRIST
.is the Son of GoD and Man, that he died for our Sins, and
rofe again for our Juftification, and that he will come at
laft in’his.own and in his Father’s Glory, to jidge .the
‘Quick and Dead, according to their Works, to confign
the Rightcous to manfions of mexpreﬂlble and endlefs
-Bleflec ncf's, and banith the Wicked from his Prefence,
into unconceivable and endlefs Deftruétion !
3dlv.  WHEN our lives are conform’d to the Pre-
~cepts of the Gofpel, which recommends the. whole moral
Laxw to our obfervance, and enjoins us to be Holy in ail
manner of Converfation, in thought, affe&ion, word and ac-
tion, teaching to deny all ungodlinefs and worldly Lufls,
znd to walk righteoufly, toberly, and godly in th;s
i pretent World, The Gofpel likewife commands us in par-
fticular, to-be humble, heavenly, loving to all, peaceable,
~gentle, and eafly to be entreated contentt,d with our
Lot, and: rcfgn d to our father’s Will, be clothed with
-Humility, fet your AffeGtions on the Things above,
‘walk in. Love, and having Food and R,ume')t be there-
with content.
4thly.  OUX Converfation may be faid to be fe-
coming the Gofpel of CHRIST, when it is fuitable to
“the Promifes of it, and our Expettations from them
“when we live as thofe that expedt the continued Pardon
of our Sins, the compleat San&tification of our Natures,
_peace with Gop, joy in the HoLy GuosT, and in a
Word, every ncedful bleffing here, and eternal blefled-
- nefs hereafter, in b»huldmg "Gop without any Medium,
. in perfect conformity to him, and in the full and perpe-
“tual enjoymene of him:: In particular when we habitually
-lean upon - the:Promifes by Faith, - to 'obtain. Direéion
I andStrcng__th to. pcffbrm with: Dlllgﬂ]Cﬁ‘Thﬁ Duties
Tt ey et 20 o Tegaind
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requird of us, and to fultain with Patience, the Dif-
“ficulties laid upon us; as well as for Acceptance in both :
And when in Hope of the good promifed, we rejoyce in
all the Changes and Calamities of Life, and " i# ‘Patience
do poffefs our Souls ; when hereby we are influenc’d to
cleanfe onr[elves from all Filthine(s of the Flefb and Spiriz,
and perfect Holi;zc;ér, in the fear of GOD. The Promifes of
the Gofpel, my Brethren, are many in Number, exaétly
fuited to all the Difficulties of the prefent Life, and ‘they
are {ure in Performance for be is )‘}Zzitbﬁd that promifed,
and cannot fail the Soul that Trufts in him. The Pro-
mifes are likewifc great and precious in their kind,

comprizing the beft Bleflings of both Worlds. -~ -
~ sthly. OUR Converfation may be faid to'b¢ becom-
ing the Gofpel of CurisT, when it is fuitable  to the
threatnings thereof ; that is, when they fo far influence
our Minds, as to make us affraid to offend Gop; the’
a flavith Dread of the Almighty does not ‘become ‘a

Child of his, yet a fear of Reverence and Caution does,
‘end hence threatnings are frequently propounded in the
Scriptures to believers, as well as others, with Defign to
affe& their fear. See Heb. xii. 28. 29. Wherefore we re-

sciving a Kingdom that cannot be mov'd, let us bhave Grace,
i e. let us Labour for the exercife of it, whereby we
may ferve Gop with reverence and godly fear; and that
for this Reafon, becaufe GOD is a confuming Fire : And
Luke xii. 5. We are Commanded ?o féar him who after
bz hath kilbd, bath Power to caft into Hell, yea, faith our
" Saviour, I fay unto you fear bim : And eliewhere, we
are commanded not only to begin, but 2o work out the
Work of our Salvation with Fear and Trenibling.  Nor does

this make our facred Service criminally Legal, if in the

~mean Time it has a fupream refpe@t to the commanding
“authority of Gop, and principally flows ‘from Love “to

RN, . him

)
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him, and faith. in the Mediator : And our fear only in-.
fpires us with a reverence of Gop, and reftrains us.
from fining againft him; to this Purpofe undohbtedl;y
the threatnings are propos’d to pious Perfons., Rom. viii,
13. If ye lrve aficr the Flefb ye fball die, but if ye
thra’ the Spirit-mortify the Deeds of the Body ye foall live.
It is the peculiar Glory of Chriftianity, that its Argu-
ments to enforce Qbedience, are adapted to all the Fa-
culties of a human Soul, and ferve to influence and
animate all its Springs of A&ions ; they not only aluré
our Love and Hope, but alarm our fear and averfion :
There is likewife a beautiful Harmony and Contempora-
tion, among all the Graces of the Holy Spirit: e. g.
Fear qualiies Joy, and makes it reverent, and Joy
qualifies Fear and makes it pleafant; and hence we are
bid to rejoyce with Trembling. Love without Fear in our
prefent State efpecially, wou’d become fecure, and Fear
without Love would become flavith ; nor does there ap-
pear lefs confiftency between Fear and Hope, if eitheg
the Author or Nature of the Reward hop’d for, be con-
fidered, or the Qualifications neceffary to the Profeffion,
ofit: Itis likewifc obfervable thatas Faith excites fear,
foFear confirms Faith. It wasNoab’s Faith in the Divine
threatning, that mov’d his fear, and his fear his Diligence
in preparing an Ark to the faving of his Houfe ; as the
Author to the Hebrews, informs us. Nor are thefe
Words of the Pfalmift lefs memorable, P[. Ixiv. 9, 1o.
Al Men fball fear, the Righteous fball be glad in the
LORD, and trufl in bim. As there is a Circulation of
LCaufes in Nature, fo in Grace. The Vapours that afcend
from the Earth, caufe Clouds, which defcend in Showers
end thefe again caufe Vapours. So the more we believe
Gop’s threatnings, the . more we fhall fear them, and
the more we. fear, them, the more we belieye, them. ﬁBu;
: - ‘ inftea
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fftead of the aforefid Harmony,” there is the greatef?
Confufion and Difcord in error and impiety, one Doétrine”
Cont:adx&s the other, and one Luft crofles the other

¢. g. Covetoufnefs and Projwahry, urge contrary Dc-
mands. Once more,

6thly. Our Converfation may be faid to be becmzmg
thz Gefpel of CHRIST, when we imitate in our Lives the
good Examples therein mentioned, which is doubtlefs
the great Defign of their being kept on Record; and’
hence we are enjoyn’d to take our Brethren the. Prophets
for an Example of Suffering, Affliticn and of DPatience,
whofe Faith we thou’d follow, confidering the End of
their Converfation : Seemg we are compals'd awit with
fuch a Clond of Wunclis, ket us #un <with Paticnce tha
" Rucz that is [t before us, looking unto JESUS the Author
and Linybor of our Faith, and” efpecially the Example”
of the blefled Gop; and of his Son our I.crd Jesus
CHRisT, fhould be umtated by us; and hence we are
Commanded 20 6 followwers of GOD as aear Childron,
and 10 walk in Leve. The Redeemer has likewife lefe
us an Example, that we fhould follow his Steps, and
Loarn of him to be m:e,é am’ lowey But it is Time to .
confider the, -
- SECOND General Head of Dxfcourfc, which was 70
[peak of th: Realons of this Duty of ‘Praife or ]bzmé/.
giving.~ Now they are principally thefe, viz. = The
Command of Gop, our own Comfort, and Intereft.” © -
. IN every .‘T/ng gre meés, faith the Apoﬁle, for
this is the will of GOD in GHRIST, concerning wou.
Th:(. v. 18. Has not the Almighty a Right to dcmand
our Homage in point of Juftice, as our Creator, and o’
point of Gratitude, as our Benefa@or?* And do tiot "his
" effential and incommunicable Excellencies confirm his infia
mtcRxght of Sovereignty. over us; and obligeus to obedx;

ence




Ty
“ence? But why is Thewk(ziving term’d the will of GOD
“dn CuwisT JEsUs? -1 Anfwer, becaufe ‘it is illuftrated
“and “recommended under’ the Gofpel Difpenfation, by
“CHRISTS Authority and Example. * The Tidings of the
* Redeemer’s Birth were afher’d into ‘the World,” by the
* grateful Songs of Angels and Men, thelofty Cherubs
“and humble Shepherds, chearfully join’d in Confort in a
* Song of Praife, faying glory to GOD os bigh, on Earibh,
Peace and good will towards Men. - And our Lord him-
Lelf frequently and fervently thank’d his Father, and

reprov’d ‘the Lepers for their unthankfulnefs. It was
“meet my Brethren that this Duty fhou’d be urg’d under
~the Goipel Difpenfation, feeing it argues fo juft, fo in«
~genuous and {o noble a Temper of Mind ; feeing that-all
~'that we have and are fpring from the meer Bounty and
‘Goodnefs of Gop, it is but reafomable, he fhou’d have
~ a Tribute of Honour for them, feeing that of him as'a
creating Caufe, and thro’ him as a governing Caufe are,
all Things, they fhould be dire®ed to him as a final
+“Caule, and thofe that are truly Gracious having obtain’d
1pecial Mercies, are confequently under fpecial Engage~
‘ments to the Duty of Thank{giving. = -
~ " BUT it adds Weight to the Argument of divine
Authority, when it is confidered, that our Comfort is
“-concerned in the Duaty enjoined by it, and thus itis in
~the prefent Cafe : Praifz the LORD for #t is pleafan,
faith the P[dlmifl.: P[. cxlvii. 1. How can this Duty
" be otherwife than pleafant, feeing it purfues the naturah
“bent of pious and grateful Minds, and proceeds from
“Love the fountain of Pleafure, as -well as gives vent
to thoft tender Sentiments which wou’dCreate uneafinefs
" if confin’d ; not to fay that by reviving the Menféry of
- 'paft Mercies, it gives, in fome Degree, a repeated enjoy= *
ment of them,: and fo tends:to calm the Soul, and in-
U C {pire
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fpire the Mind, with Sweetnefs and Serenity : What
is Praife but the free and ftrong Sallies of a Soul captiva-
ted and endear’d by kindnefs towards its beloved Ob-
- je&? Had we a vigorous Relifh of the Divine Good-
nefs, it wou’d fo inflame our Love, and animate our
Gratitude, that the pleafure of Praife wou’d be tous a
Heaven upon Earth : Surely Praifing Gop is the End for
which we were Born, the Heaven to which we are defign’d.
NOR is our Benefit lefs. promoted by the Duty of
Praife, then our Comfort : " Praife the LORD for it is
. Goad.  Not only Good and Excellent in itfelf, but good
to us: It affifts the Performance of other Duties by
‘encreafing our Love, and encouraging our Hope, which
-are the {prings of Obedience ; but how does it do this ®
Tanfwer, by recollecting paft Mercies, which are both in-
.centives to Love and Hope, and by a. eonfcioufnefs of
our endeavouring to make grateful Returns for . them.
“Farther, Thank{giving by dwelling upon the nature and
: eircumftances of Benehts receiv’d, tends to heighten our
Efteem of their Value, and fo to make us contented with

cour Lot, which is an important FPriviledge. . .
WHAT has been faid, ferves to reprove feveral
Aforts of People, particularly fuch who never think of the
- Author of their Mercies: It is faid of the Wicked, that
"GOD is nat in all their tho'ts. T[. x. They refemble
- the Swine who devour whatever Fruit they meet with,
-but look not up to fee:from whence it came. And
likewife fuch who afcribe the Honour of their Mercies
~to their own Ingenuity and Induftry, and thus as un-
- gratefully as impioufly and foolifhly facrifice to their own
Net. The Words of Mofes to the Ifrachtes, Deut. viit.
are remarkable upon this Head, Beware that thou forget
wot the Lord thy God, in nat keeping bis Commandments,
sheaft when theu baft caten and art full, and haft buitt
SR L " - goodly
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3m db’ Houﬁ:,‘ \and dwelt thivein s and when thy Herds

“and thy Flocks multiply, and thy Stkver and Gold is multi-
plyed, then thine Heart be lifted wp, and thou forgetteft
the Lord thy God which brought thee from th: Houfe of
Bondage thro* a terrible Wlderffe[fs, that be might bumble
and prove thee, and do thee good at thy latter Fnd ; asd
thots [ay in thy Heart, my Power, and the might of my
" Hand bath gotten me this Wealth : But thou fbalt remem-
ber the Lord thy GOD, for it is be that giveth thee Power

to get Wealth.  But if thou do forgct the Lord thy God,

I t3}tify againft you this Day, that ye fball [urely periff.—smm
Nor fhould thofe pafs without Cenfure, who cither
sraife God with their Lips only, while their Hearts ate
gr from him ; or neglect to crown their Thankigivings
with a Gonver(ation becoming the Gofpel of CHRIST 5
in both which Inftances, verbal Praife is unacceFtabIc't'o-
that God who is a Spirit, and of no avail : To fuch, and

| only to fuch, who worfhip God in Spirit and in Truth,

and order their Converfation aright, will be fhewn the
Salvation of Ged. '

LET us therefore be entreated, my Fathers and
Brethren, to comply with the Defign of this Day, in
performing the Duty of Thank[giving in the Manner
before reprefented. This is certainly the way to pleafe
God, and perpetuate our Mercies and Deliverances.
Pfal. Ixv. g0, 31. 1 will praife the Name of the Lord
with a Song, and will magnify bim with Thank(giving ;

" this al[o Jball pleafe the Lord better than an Ox ov Bullock
that bha

th Forns or Hoofs : The bumble foall [ee it and be
glad,’ and your Hearts fball live that feck the Lord. 'This
g\dethod, Sirs, is certainly the fureft fafeft way to en-

j"crca\fe. the Number of our Mercies; the more ‘thankful
\ we are for the Mercies We poflefs, the greater -Reifdn
_ we have to expe@ more: Surely’ that Gop' 'who s

C 2 Goodnefs
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Goodnefs itfelf; avill sejofcd. ower: {uchi 5 do; them poot;.
Prajfe is certainly one -ofi. the . moftidifinterefied Dautics’
in -the; whole circle- of ,Religion. . Prayeér.implores 4.
fupply, of * qur Wants; - Faith capplies :a Balfam - fovourt
.\Ag;gnﬁs,,-;and Hope expe@¥s a futuse Good ; but Praife only,
Propofes to itfelf 1o do as.becomes 2. rational Créature;

to, the beft and moft Beneficent of Beings. It is therefore,
the moft excellent Part.of ear zeligious Worthip, the' gm=
Ploy, and delight of the Inhabitants of Heaven 5:then let
us as.the Pfalmift expreflcs it, offer. snta. GOD-Thank(giving
and. pay our Vaws ynto the moft High. . Unto-that Gop:
who has made up by his Poswer,, preferv’d -us by his Pro=
vidence, .and redeem’d; ns: by. his iovc. - If then there - be:
any. Force, in : creating (Goodnefs, if. any. Bonds in' : hrisi
forbearing. Patianee,, if any -endearments in. his redem-i
ing Kindnefs, if any Obligations .in .the Fope.of wui
high calling;, -we fhonld make. thankful: Returns: to him:
from whom we have receiv’d, and from .whom we expedt:
{{12?; .inyvaluable Benefits., ‘The :light of Nature, my-
Brethren, ditates the Neceflity of Gratitude j the Pubsi
YHeans practiz’d it s our; LoD affures us, the benighted:
Pagans felt: its Force,r witnefs Lycurgus, who declared”
its contrary monftruous. = Yea, the very Beafts exprefs:
a kind of Gratitude to their Benefa&ors. 7h¢ Ox knoweth:
bis Owner, and the Afs bis Maflers Grib.. If we therefore,

wiho profefs Chriftianity, fordidly «neg}l}c& it, we: fink:-

bﬁl"fw Phﬁli@mul’ag%ns, and . Beafts, who all confpire to
reproach our fnpid and. ungreatful Condud, at which.’
the Heavens and. Earth, may be aftonifh’d: . -~ = *

" BUT in particular we fhould at this Time, praife
and "_t,h?hk_- .Gop, efpecially .for:the Prefervation- of the:
Ljfe, of eur. moft. gracions: King. GroRee. the Second,
: Mdthﬁ xeft. of ‘the fRQ)':a!e Family, tand to this-we may.
bt gxcited, by confidering the Mildoefs and. Equity. of:

h?;GOchment, from the beginning of his Reign, to
Y - - - o
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prefent Time: He has exproffed 2 jalt and’ tender’Ke arcl
to-the Rights and Libertiesof his Subjeds, ‘nor has he
firgtely'd this Prerogative, to thie prejudice of thofe whols
fome Laws wheseby' it is. rcnfbnably Hmited, aiid” his
People’s properties fecurd.: - He has Impnfon’d noné.
againft kaw, granted no Monopoly’k to ‘the injury
of Trade, colle@ed na Ship-Money, rob’d none of their:
religious Libertiés, :rais’d no'Subfidies ‘without atithority’
qf Pargliament; all: whxch togetherf Wwith other Evils now
too.tedious to bounicrate; wete ﬁqgrant in the tyrani<
al ‘Reigns: of * the " Steward-Family ; whofé violént
Attdchmeat 40.‘Popery, : and’ ar'butraﬂy Power (for the
moft Part). made the opprefled Natiotis ‘groan, ‘and their
illegaliGovernment a Scourge to the Proteftants in gere=
ral; and a Curfe toGREAT-BRITAYN Hi Particdlar. ~To*
their ‘tind dolerit, .and - urticeounitable ‘Condu®; "my" Bré-ﬁ
thren4: we may - juftly: afcribe the Ruin Qf the French,
and -Felicmian Churches! ~-as well ds ‘the great gtowth'
of the.French Power! Which is now become fo formid=
able to all £awape : Events whlch Demand the ’I‘cars,,
and Gioans of all true and - real’ Proteﬂants, ag-well as.
the: Methods by ‘which. they havg been Brought to pafs,”
their extream. Abhorance and ‘Ihdngnanon' 2z talm"
fa;zdo temperct @ lacrimis! -

‘BUT fince King WirLram; of glorious Memory,;
gallantly undertook the Prote&ion of our Reéligion, and'
became the Patrosr of our Laws, both which Were equally
laden with intolerabe Preffures and unjuft Fnvedives, and*
fince under the peculiar and farprizing Smiles of a gra=-
cious Providence,. which enjoined ‘the Winds. to affift
and accelerate - the "Wwifh’d for * accefs of hils riaval Armas
ment,. in the critical hippy Minute, " -and’ ‘to, the’ h]dﬁ'"
convenient Retreat: for ' landing ifi th fhe whéle' ngdom 3
\vtnle in. the mcan Time, thﬁ Bnné _Flag unha pﬂg

)l )‘.‘!i(ls«-l’ "mga:g
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engag’d againft its true Intereft was beat back with
adverfe Guft and forbid to intercept our Deliverance :
¥ fay fince that brave Prince of Naffas has under Gop,
by the Piety of his Condu&, the Prudence of his Coun-
cils and the Valoar of his Arms, fay’d the opprefled
Britifb Nation, f roma terrible Inundation of Popery, and
Slavery, and guarded the Throne {rom a Romifb race, in
all fucceeding Times, what an amiable and amazingChange
has there been in the Adminiftration of the Government?
On which Account there is furely a juft Foundation to
turn.our Comglaints into Praifes, our Sorrows.into Songs,
our Groans into Gladnefs, and our Tears into Triumphs.!
‘Our invaluable Priviledges, both Civil and Sacred, are in-
‘violably fecur’d, the Importance of which who car exprefs?
If Life itfelf be a Priviledge, certainly Liberty, bothivil
and religious muft needs be {o likewife; without which
it cannot be agreeably enjoy’d: Lowe of Liberty is as
ftrong in human Nature as the love of Life, nay in great
and generous Minds much ftronger; and hence braye
Patriots have run the moft formidable Rifquey, and ¢n-
dur'd the greateft Fatigues to obtain and fecure it, a=

_ﬁainﬁ the Attempts of Tyrany and Violence : Yea, they

ave glorioufly chofe to loofe their Lives, rather than to
be bafely bereav’d of it, nor can we hear of the hazardous

‘but noble Efforts of {fuch magnanimous Hero’s, without

Sentiments of refpeé and complacence, this is the gene-
ral Senfe of Munkind. Liberty is the Birth-right of all,
which they hold by the fame Tenure they do. their
Lives. ‘

BUT religious Liberty is fill 6f_gréatct. Moment

. then civil, the.moft facred and important of all Rights :
 Inafmuch as it dire&tly affe@ts the.Soul and Confgience.

kS

O what a fingular Mercy, thep is it, that we.enjoy, this
at prefent in its amidhle and utmoft extent, tha;l we
’ Ve
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have the facred Scriptures put into our Hands, and may
worfhip Gop according to the Didtates of our Confci=
ences, and profefs our religious Sentiments in every Thing
that does not affe& the Peace of Society, without any
Moleftation, without any to make us affraid, of ruining
Fines, loathfome -Dungeons, unjaft Banithment into &
Foreign uncultivated Soil, or any other Engines of
‘Cruelty and Death which were the favourite Schemes
of former Reigns, to propogate their Religion, or rather,
.the Executioners of their religious Rqoc' againft the
“Objes of their criminal Refentment and the melan-
choly but honourable fate, of fome of our fore-
fathers, whofe fincere and fteady Piety and manly
Courage wou’d not fuffer them to trucklc to the
flayifh Yoke of arbitrary Power!

" NOW inafmuch as. the Lives of our gracious ‘So-
vereign and his Famlly are under Gop, the Securi-
ties of the aforefaid Priviledges, we have abundant
‘Reafon to praife Jeovan for their Prefervation,
‘with the utmoft Alacrity and ‘affe@ionate Gratitude !
“What Words are big enough to exprefs, or Colours
firong enough to paint the Importance and Moment
‘of that comprehenfive and durable - Blefling, which
King WirLiam the Third, brought to the Proteftant
' Churches in general, and to the Brztz/b Nations in particu=
'lar, by being (inftrumentally) the Father and Founder of
the prefent Happy and ferene Succeffion in the illuftri-
- ous Houfe of Hanover, which ¢humanly {peaking) is the
-principal Barrier of our Liberties, the Pillar of our
_Hopes, and Source of our Joys, as well as the; Terror
and Envy of our Enemies.

AND altho’ the latc Peace. was' not attended with
" all the Ad vantages we could wifh, yet in the mean Tgme

1t i aMex‘cy conﬁdcrm«r the fupenorNumber and Force

toae g
s



( 33 )

of our Enemies together with the fccrefy and ﬁrmnéﬁ

of their Councils, that our Affairs are not in a worfe

-Situation then they are : Peace -confider’d abolutely,’ is

coubtlefs an-amiable Blefling. - How defirable is it to be
‘deliver’d from a foreign War, attended with great ex-

. .pence of Blood and' Treafure, and much ‘more from -

inteftine Divifions, and '‘rebellious Confederacies, which
are ftill more perilous and fatal ? And i we confider
‘the late Peace relatively, may it not be faid that thefe
confequents of it, afford matter of Thankfulnefs, namely

-the Prefcrvation of Hylland, our natural Ally, from ut-
“ter Ruin, by the fury of I‘m;rce, and putting it in a

‘better Situation for defence than' before the War began,

by ‘raifing its Statholder to his former Dignity . and

“Authority. The Preferyation of Holland, is of great
Importance. to us, becaufe that in it our own is ina great

‘Meafure involv’d, as well as thc fafety of the Proteftarit
Intereft in gencral Tt is likewife: Matter of " Thank-

fulnefs, my Brethren, that' our .Liberties’ both civil
and religious are continued: The Almlghty Gobp for our
innumerable impicties’ might have in Juftice given us

~up into the Hands of our Encmies, and dcpnv ’d us of

all our Priviledges at a firoke, and truly 'in’ the

“Courfe of the late War, efpecxally at the Battle of

Cislloden, they were on the very verge of Ruin! And

"may it not be hop’d that the prudent Project of the

‘Government in “plantmg a new Colény 'in Nova-Scotsas,
~will in fome Meafure, ballance the lois of Cape- Breton, and

"in fome degree, ‘antidote the unhappy Confequences of
"the Surrender of it, - by.fcreening Part of the Frontiers

~of this Britifh Contment, from the Ravages and Infults,
. of the French and Indians, and by enlafging and fecurmg
_that important Article of Trade, theFifhery, as well as

(3

by fupplymg Places that need with the othes fubftantial
N eceflaries -
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Neoeflaries and Conveniencies of Life, which as we are
“infornrd may- be-eafily rai'd in that fertil Seil. Lét us
‘therefore Praife that gracious Gop, who has punifh’d us
“lefs then our Iniquities’ defervé,« and in the ‘aridft of
“juft wrath - remembred Mercy; ‘who has' fet boands- to
“the Ambition of proud Oppreffors, and faid to them, as
to the threatning Surges of the enrag’d Ocean, Thus
far ye fball -come and wo farther : There fhall your
proud Waves we ftay’d. » It is he that ftilleth’ the Noife
“of the Seas, the Noife' of their Waves, and thie Tu«
‘mult of the People. It ishe that maketh War to ceafe-
to the Ends of the Earth, who breaks the Bow and
cats the Spear afunder; had not he been nupon our Side;
“{urely our Enemies had fwallowed usup.
. _"NOR fhould the plentiful fupply of Rafn, after-a
- fore diftreffing Drought, wherewith this and the neigh<
“bouring Provinces, were not long fince vifited, feafons
ably fent in Anfwer to the Prayers of its Inhabitants,
be ungratefully overlook’d in our Thankf{givings. Upon
~ this Account the Z/a/mift excites us to -praife Gop, m
very afféQionate and ‘beautiful Language, in the clxvii.
Pfatm 7, 8, and 9. Ve;!és._ Smg ume the *LORD
with Thawkigiving, [ig Praife xpon thé Harp to or GOD),
ho covereth the Heaven with Clouds, who preparéth Rain
';S’r the Earth, who maketh Grafs to grew ufon the Moun~
_tains ! *He giveth to the Beafls bis Food, and to thz yoang
‘Ravens which cry.  If ‘the Heavens wete as Brafs, - the
“Earth wou’d foon be as’ Iron, and' refufe- to produce
fuftainance for' Man and Beaft: It i3 thc‘AImi'ghtg that
fendeth Rain upon the Earth, he hath made a Decreg
~ for ity and begets the ‘drops of the Dew. Arnd hence
« we-arerbid to fear the LORD, by the Prophet Feremiab,
“$hat.-giveth Rain, both the forvwer and iatter Rain' i bis
s Seaflm; aa{ g%fwfb the ixfpgrtec;{- Wecks ' of - 1t Hﬁv}qu |
P TRR TAT T SR U Y,
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¥er. v. 24. When his People - Sin againft him e
threatens to withold the Rain, and make it. Powder and -
Duft. Deut. xxviii. ‘ : oo T
- % NOW do not -the immerited Inftances of .divine
“ Goodnefs in the fmiles of Providence, upon the’ for- -
“ mer and latter. Harveft in this part of the Land; -
“ filling our.Hearts with Food and gladnefs,; call aloud
¢ for our publick, humble and grateful Acknowledge~. °
“ ments to the Gop of all our Mercies.” The res -
membrance of the late {carcity of Bread, we groan’d
under in thefe Provinces, may juftly. accent-our grateful
Thank{giving for the prefent Plenty we enjoy, confidess.
ing how juftly the sighteous Gon might have punifhed
our Jefburun-like abuie of his Goodnefs, by breaking the
ftaff of our Bread entirely, and fending among us
eleanefs. of Teeth. And confidering how often he bhas
done fo by others, perhaps not more Criminal and Un- -
grateful than ourfelves; thall we not then praife.and thank:
that Gop who maketh Peace in our Borders; and filleth us
with the fineft of the. Wheat? - Who vifiteth the Earth;
Watereth and greatly earicheth it with the River-of
Gop; thou, faith thePfalmifl, in the Pfalm from whence -
my Text is taken; prepareft them Corn, when-thau baft .
provided for it, thou makefl it [oft with Showers, thou.
blegJeft the Sprimging thereof, thou crownefl the Year with
thy Goodnefs, and thy Paths drop Fatnefs, they drop upon -
the Wilderne[s; and the little Hills rejoyee on every Sidey the
Paftures are. clnb’d with Focks, the Vallies -aré alfo - -
cover’d with Corn, they fbout _for Joy, they alfo Sing. -

TO our Thank{giving let-us add humble and- hearty
Supplications, that the Mercies we enjoy, may be con<
tinued, and every other we need conferr’d § -in particu-
lar let us Pray, as it is. pioufly:and excellently exprefs'd
in the Goverror’s Proclamation. . “ ‘Fhat the Kingdom

: e R ‘,‘"*\\, . - ‘ ~ Y Of
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« of thic ‘TLord JEsus CuRisT may be advarced

¢ .in. the ‘World, and that ‘his' blefled Gofpel may

#¢ ran, and be glorify’d among all Nations, and in

‘¢ particular -among - the original Natives, °of " this -
¢ Land, and for all-in' authority over us, partiealarly

“¢¢_that : the beft of Bleflings may " defcend o our
¢ gracicus -Sovercign King GEORGE, the Prince and
¢ Princefs of Walks, the Duke, the Princefles, thé royal

t¢ Iffue, .and on every Branch of that illuftrious Fa-
““ mily ; that the Protcftant Suceeflion may abide before

¢ Gobp forever, that this Province may be ever re--

“ membred of Gobp  for good, that he would merciful-: -
¢ ly. heal our Divifions, reftore Peace and Tranquility,.
¢ humble us for- our Sins, prevent the Judgments we: ..
t deferve, ‘that hewould incline us' to lead quiet and
¢ peaceable Lives, in all Godlinets and Honefty, under-
¢ the Government placed over us, that' he would gra--
¢ cioufly prevent the growth of Sin and Impiety, revive:
‘¢ pur¢ and -undefiled Religion, and make us a. People:
¢ zealous of good Works.” .- - L
AND efpecially let us Crown the whole Solemnity,. -
with a Conver(atiop becoming the Gofpel of CHRIST, which: .
is certainly the moft honourable, fafe, pleafant, and pro--
fitable kind of Condu& : This refle&s Honour upon the -
blefled GOD, upon ourfelves, arid upon the Gofpel of
the dear Redeemer ; this. tends to eftablith and enlarge .
his Kingdom' among Men,:, by aluring and conftraining =
Singers to- turn from the Folly of their Ways to the
Wifdom of the Juft : This introdaces Peace and Content
into our-own Minds, and clears up our Evidences, for -
future Bleflednefs :* For Wifdoms ways are ways of .
Pleafantnefs, and all its Paths are Peace. 'This is certain-

ly the Defign of the v;'holé'--W'ord of GOD, and of all his ;;:
Worlkts of Cgeation, Redemption,-and Providence. - “And ™

this»
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this is undoubtedly the Scope of all the Daties and Or-
dinances of Religion, to this our Prayers and Praftices
tend, and without thig qll is vain! Give me leave to
conclude this Difcourfe in the Words of the Apoftle
Pauy, to the Ephefians, Finaly Bretbren, whatfoever
Zhings are True, whatfoever Things are Honefl, whatfoever
Things are Fuft, whatfoever Things are Pure, whatfocver
Ybirgs,are Lovely, whatfoover Things are of good Report,
if there be any Vertse, 'q"tbete'éaly?rmjé, think e
#icfe Things, Amen.
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