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The Union SEMINARY REVIEW takes pleasure in presenting

to its readers a cut of Dr. James Sprunt, whose article on The

Restoration of Jerusalem appears in this number, and proposes,

without his knowledge or permission, to publish herewith a

brief sketch of this versatile man of affairs and large hearted

Christian gentleman, to whom our institution is so deeply in

debted.

ANCESTRY.

In 1812 Laurence Sprunt, a farmer in Perthshire, Scotland ,

married Christiana McDonald , daughter of a Highland family ,

whose brother, John McDonald, was a prosperous planter in

Jamaica . They had three children, Alexander , James Menzies,

and Isabella , all of whom were educated in Edinburgh. After

his graduation, Alexander became a partner in the firm of Reed ,

Irving & Co., of London and Port-of-Spain , Trinidad, off the

coast of Venezuela . As junior partner he had personal charge

of the business at Trinidad, where his sterling qualities were

promptly recognized . As early as 1841 he is spoken of as a

merchant of high standing, a Queen's commissioner , or magis

trate , and a ruling elder of the Presbyterian Church in Trini

dad. Through reverses following the British emancipation of

slaves, his property was swept away, and after some ineffectual

efforts in Scotland to re-establish himself, he moved to North

Carolina, whither his brother, Rev . James M . Sprunt, D . D .,

afterwards well known as pastor at Kenansville, principal of
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FIRST PETER : THEME AND ANALYSIS.

By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON , Member of the Senior Class in

Union Theological Seminary, Richmond , Va.

Theme: The Gift and Goal ofGod's Grace. Key verse, 5 : 12.

Introduction 1 : 1-2 .

I. The Gift of Grace, 1: 3- 12 . It is a glorious gift.

1. Because of what God does for the believer, in 1 : 3 -5 .

( 1 ) The creation of hope, 1 : 3 .

( 2 ) The bestowal of an inheritance, 1 : 4 .

( 3 ) Protection by the power of God , 1 : 5 .

2 . Because of what the believer is enabled to do for him

self, 1 : 6 - 9 .

( 1 ) Joy in the midst of trial, 1 : 6 - 7 .

( 2 ) Joy in the unseen Saviour, 1 : 8 .

( 3 ) Joy in the present realization of eternal salva

tion , 1 : 9 .

3 . Because to believers God has revealed the mystery of

the ages, 1 : 10- 12 .

II. The Goal of Grace, 1 : 13 -5 : 11.

1. The regeneration of the individual (key verses, 1 : 18 , 1 :

23 ) , 1 : 13 -25.

( 1 ) In respect to God, 1 : 13-21.

a . The end : holiness , 1 : 13-16.

b . The obligation and the source: the blood of

Jesus, 1 : 16 -21.

( 2 ) In respect to man , 1 : 22-25.

a . The end : love, 1 : 22.

b . The obligation and the source : the revelation

of God , 1 : 23-25 .

2 . The building of the Church (key verse 2 : 5 ) , 2 : 1- 10 .

( 1 ) The material: souls growing in Jesus, 2 : 1- 3.
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( 2 ) The method : receiving from Jesus a common

life, 2 : 4 -8 .

( 3 ) The end : bringing men to a knowledge of God,

2 : 9 -10.

3 . The transformation of society (key verse 2 : 12) , 2 : 11

3 : 12.

( 1) The leaven among the Gentiles, 2 : 11- 12 .

(2 ) The leaven in the state , 2 : 13-17 .

( 3 ) The leaven among the slaves, 2 : 18-25 .

(4 ) The leaven in the home, 3 : 1 - 7 .

(5 ) The leaven in all the relations of life , 3 : 8 -12.

4 . The glorification of suffering (key verse 4 : 16 ), 3 : 13

5 : 11.

( 1 ) Sufferings may win others to Christ, 3 : 13- 17.

(2 ) Sufferings may open to us the larger sphere of

service in the spirit as in the case of Christ,

3 : 18-22.

( 3 ) Sufferings purify from sin , 4 : 1- 11.

(4 ) Sufferings are shared witb . Christ, 4 : 12-19.

(5 ) Sufferings will end in glory, 5 : 1-11.

Conclusion 5 : 12 -14 .
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