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of Puritan divines”. F. W. Boreham declares that he is “the most
compelling and most victorious evangelist that England has ever pro-
duced. ‘It is, as Dr. Alexander Grosart points out, ‘no exaggera-
tion to affirm that this one man drew more hearts to the great Broken
Heart than any single Englishman of his age.’ To see him at his
best, however, he must be seen at Kidderminster. He was twenty-six
when he commenced his beautiful and historic ministry in that town,
and the fragrant record of his labors there will be treasured and
studied by ministers as long as the language lasts. The story of
Baxter’s nineteen years at Kidderminster is one of the choicest idylls
in the stately romance of the Church.”

In the book now reviewed we have the story as told by Baxter
himself. It is well worth reading, because of what it tells us con-
cerning Baxter, and also because of what it tells us concerning that
heroic age of the Church which produced the Westminster Confes-
sion. More than that, the life and ideals of Baxter are perpetually
inspiring, and need to be considered in this age in which we live.
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Union Theological Seminary.

THE RELIGION oF BENJAMIN FRrANKLIN. By James Madison Stifler.
D. Appleton & Co., New York. Pp. 138.

As Dr. Fosdick remarks in the preface of this little book, “Ben-
jamin Franklin is one of the most lovable and useful figures in the
early history of America. Well known as he is in other ways, his
religious life is often misunderstood”. This book is the more inter-
esting therefore in that it deals so clearly and so fully with this sin-
gle subject, and in doing so quotes so largely from Franklin's own
pungent writings, some of which have not been hitherto published.
Dr. Stifler makes it plain that Dr. Franklin was not to be ranked
with the Deists, the sceptics of the day, nor with the Orthodox. To
put it in a word, he believed in God as a personal Being, in provi-
dence, in prayer, in the ethics of Jesus, in the service of humanity.
He was unable to accept the Deity of Jesus Christ, and the “cross of
Christ, so far as we know, meant nothing to him except a demon-
stration of God’s affectionate regard”. Granting the defects of such
a religion (which Dr. Stifler scems unwilling to do), there is much
we can admire in, much that we can learn from, the sincere and
robust religious views of such a man as Benjamin Franklin.
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