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Copy of a Letter from the Rev.

Mr. Todd at Hanover in Virginia

to Mr. C. Feb. 3, 1757.

Dear SI R,

A Weeks ago I received a Box or

Books fent to me by you, and other

good Friends to the immortal intereſts of the

Negroes and Poor in this diftant Part of the

world.

I was very much struck, upon firſt recei

ving the Books, with a fenfe of the marvel

lous Goodneſs of God, in putting it into the

hearts of his people, to preſent fo large and .

bounteous a Charity, fo unexpećtedly; where

it is fo much wanted, and of that kind which

was moſt needful in theſe parts, and beſt cal

culated to anſwer the pious and charitable in

tentions of the Donors. -

I have often returned Thanks to the God

of all Goodneſs for the favour, and feel my

felf under greater obligations to improve this,

with the other favours received from him, to

the honour of his Name and the good of my

fellow creatures. Nothing could have more

feaſonably anſwered my wiſhes for the good

of the Poor within the ſphere of my la

bours, both Negroes and white People, than

this.

Many among the white People are amä

zingly ignorant, and many are very poor,

and fome very defirous of improvement in

the
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the knowledge of God and Religion. The

Negroes are generally defirous of knowledge,

and have often applied to me for Books, as

they had none, and had no way to get any.

I furniſhed them as well as I could, but nei

ther to their fatisfaćtion, or my own, and

their want still increafes, as their fenfe of Re

ligion increaſes. Now this will be a very

great relief to them, and me, and I have

great hopes a remarkable Bleſſing will at

tend it. *

From the little experiments I have already

made, I know they will very thankfully re

ceive the books, and many will carefully im

prove them. I had a few of the books fent

to Virginia to my favourite Brother Mr. Da

vies, from that Society, which I believe, and

am perſuaded, God has raiſed up for the moſt

important purpoſes: And as they were calcu

lated to do much good, fo my People, both

white and black, were fo taken with them,

that they appointed, with my approbation, to

meet on the LoRD’s DAY in private focie

ties, to read, and pray, and fing Praiſes.

This is the more neceſſary, as the three

Places where I ſtatedly preach, are fo far dif

tant from each other, that it is impoſſible for

them to hear me at all of them, being four

teen or twenty miles distant from each other

at the leaft ; ſo that the Sabbath which uſed

to be ſpent in idle vifits, or meetings for di

verſion, or fervile buſineſs (which has been .

very common among the Slaves) is now ſpent

in focieties for religious Worſhip, when they

cannot attend upon the Preaching of the

- Word,
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Word, and theſe Books will greatly promote

this work by the bleffing of God. *

· About two hundred, or more, attend my

miniſtry in good weather, at each of my pla

ces, to whom I often lower my style in my

Sermons, and addreſs them in a plain and pa

thetic manner: I fometimes give previous no

tice, that I intend to preach particularly to

them; then vaſt crouds attend with remark

able feriouſneſs, and ſhew themſelves very

thankful for fuch a favour, and fome are

deeply impreſſed with divine things. At fuch

Sermons, the bulk of my white hearers are

generally much affećted, and manifeſt great

fatisfaćtion ; which, by the way, is an addi

tional convićtion to me, that the most plain,

pathetic, and folemn diſcourſes, warmly ad

drefied to the Conſcience, are moſt likely to

fave periſhing finners of all colours. -

I intend to preach a Sermon to the Negroes,

and let them know the great obligations they

are under to God for his goodneſs, in making

this additional Proviſion for them, and the im

portance of making a right improvement of

this Donation, and # fhall examine them as to

the knowledge they gain hereby, and am not

without hopes, that many will improve in

the knowledge of God and true Religion by

thefe helps. I have had the pleaſure of hearing

them fing the Praiſes of God, and praying

together, when others have been in their

beds ; and now they will have a variety of

good helps, I hope the work will go on with

greater advantage.

- I acknow



Rev. Mr. DA v 1 E s, Ge 37 ----

! I acknowledge myſelf, and do in the name

of your poor Beneficiaries acknowledge the

eat obligations we are under to our London

a Charity was never better

beſtowed, and doubt not but that theſe Poor

will put up many earneſt Prayers for their

good Friends beyond the great waters.

I am, &c.

JoHN ToDD.

Copy of a Letter from the Rev.

Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virgi

nia to f. F. Feb. 15, 1757.

Dear S I R,

IN my Letters to my other correſpondents

who are Members of the Society, there

are fo many paragraphs relating to the recep

tion and distribution of the books I lately re

ceived, that I need not enlarge in my account

to you.

Such liberal Affstance to me in the diſcharge

of my office, eſpecially that branch of it

which relates to the Negroes, could not fail

of affećting me with the moſt ardent grati

tude to God and man. And my pleaſure has

been much increaſed by the promifing appear

ances of its Succeß among multitudes.

Every new benefaćtion of Books fets hun

dreds upon attempting to read with freſh ea

  




