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iiuiles, its proboscis, its slender l)()(ly. its two
gauzy wings, its long legs, iuul its l)loi)(l-

siuking proi)ensities. " To strain at" in the

A. V. is a nnsprint in the original edition of

Kill for "strain out." The earlier English
versions have "out," and the K. V. corrects

the error of A. V., and translates "to strain

out the gnat, and swallow the camel." To
anxiously strain out any small insect which
has accidentally fallen into the water one is

about to drink, but unconcernedly to swallow
a camel, is to be particular about minute points

of ceremouy or of duty, while practicing gross

violations of the moral law.

Goad.
A long pole sharpened at the point or iron-

tipped, used to urge cattle forward (1 Sam.
xiii. 21). With one Shamgar slew 600 Philis-

tines (.Judg. iii. 31). "It is hard for thee to

kick against the pricks" (Acts ix. 5, A. V.)

is the metaphor of a recalcitrant animal in-

juring it.self against the ox goad. The words
of the wise are compared to goads (Eccles.

xii. 11).

Go'ali, in A. V. Goath [lowing].
A place near Jerusalem to the west or south

(Jer. xxxi. 39).

Goat.
The rendering of cjuite a number of

Hebrew words in the Old Testament, and of
more than one Greek word in the New

:

'Attud, he goat, probably as leader of the
flock; Tai/ish. he goat, perhaps as butting;
Saphir, he goat, as the leaper ; 'Es, she goat,

also a goat without regard to sex ; Sa'ir, he
goat, and f^'^irah, she goat, as shaggy ; and the
Greek words Tragos, he goat; 'Aix, goat, as
the springer; ^Eriphos and 'Eriphiou, a young
goat, kid. Goats were tended with the
sheep by the same shepherd (Gen. xxvii. 9

;

XXX. 32), but iu separate companies (Mat.
XXV. 32). Their hair was woven into cloth
{Ex. XXV. 4 ; XXXV. 2(5), the flesh and milk
were used for food (Lev. vii. 23; Deut. xiv.

4; Prov. xxvii. 27), and in extremity their
hairy skin served as clothing (Heb. xi. 37).

They were an important item of a cattle

owner's wealth (Gen. xxx. 33, 43; xxxi. 1;
1 Sam. XXV. 2; 2 Chron. xvii. 11). The goat
was a sacrificial animal, used for burnt ofl'er-

ing and sin offering (Gen. xv. 9; Ex. xii. 5;
Lev. i. 10; iv. 24; Num. vii. 17; xv. 27; Ps.

Ixvi. 15 ; Is. i. 11 ; Ezra vi. 17 : viii. 3,5 ; Heb.
ix. 12). The domestic goat (Capra hircus)

belongs to the great family of Bov'ulx, or
hoUow'-horned ruminants. The closest af-

finity is believed to be to the sheep, and
there is a series of connecting links between
the two animals. One of the few points of
dift'erence is that in the goat the horns are
simply curved backward. Their habits are
diflerent. In Palestine the sheep may be
seen grazing the tender herbage and grass,
while the goats browse tender twigs and
leaves. Every flock of goats has its own
Stately leader (cp. Jer. 1. 8). The goat was

very abundant in ancient Palestine, as was
to be exi)ecte(l in a hilly and somewhat dry
country. It is now more numerous than the
sheep, and constitutes the chief wealth of

the country. The ordinary goat of Syria is

black in color, and has jiendant ears a foot

long hanging down below the recurved hoi-ns.

It is Linna.'us" Cupru mambrica. His Capra
hircus, variety nufiorensis, the Mohair goat,

is also occasionally bred in the north of

Palestine.

Goat, WUd.
An animal, in Hebrew Ya'el, eminent. Its

refuge is among the high hills (Ps. civ. 18)

and rocks (Job xxxix. 1), En-gcdi being its

special haunt in Palestine (1 Sam. xxiv. 2).

It is a species of ibex (Copra beden), called

hy the Arabs beden. It is of a much lighter

color than the Euroiiean iliex. Its horns are

more slender and recurved, wrinkled, and
knotted on the front face only. It is found
iu Egypt, Arabia, Persia, Moab, and in the
wilderness of Jud;ea near the Dead Sea.

Tristram met with it twice at its favorite

spot, Eu-gedi, and found its teeth fossil iu

cave breccia on Lebanon, where it does not
now occur. Wild goat is also the rendering
of the Hebrew 'Akko, perhaps meaning grace-

ful neck (Deut. xiv. 5). It may be the .same

species.

Go'atli. See Goah.
Gob [small pit, cistern, or locust].

A place at which war was waged with
the Philistines twice in the reign of David
(2 Sam. xxi. 18, 19). Site unknown. The
text is uncertain. In 1 Chron. xx. 4 the seat

of war is Gezer.

God.
The English word God is derived from a

root meaning to call, and indicates simply the
object of worship, one W'hom men call upon
or invoke. The Greek word which it trans-

lates in the pages of the N. T., however,
describes this object of worship as Spirit ; and
the O. T. Hebrew word, which this word in

turn represents, conveys, as its primary
meaning, the idea of jjower. On Christian
lips, therefore, the word God designates fun-
damentally the almighty Spirit who is wor-
shiped and Avhose aid is invoked by men.
This primary idea of God, in which is

summed up what is known as theism, is the
product of that general revelation which
God makes of himself to all men, on the
plane of nature. The truths involved in it

are continually reiterated, enriched, and
deepened in the Scriptures; but they are not
so much revealed by them as presupposed at

the foundation of the special revelation with
which the Scriptures busy themselves—the
great revelation of the grace of God to sinners.

On the plane ofnature men can learn only what
God necessarily is, and what, by virtue of his

essential attributes, he must do ; a special com-
munication from him is requisite to assure us

what, in his infinite love, he will do for the
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recovery of siuners from their guilt aud mis-

ery to the bliss of communion with him. And
for the full revelation of this, his grace in the
redemption of sinners, there was requisite an
even more profound unveiling of the mode
of his existence, liy which he has been ulti-

mately disclosed as including in the unity of

his being a distinction of jiersons, by virtue

of which it is the same God from whom,
through whom, and by whom are all things,

who is at once tlie Father who provides, the
Son who accomplishes, and the Spirit who
applies, redemption. Only in the uncovering
of this supernal mystery of the Trinity is

the revelation of what God is completed.
That there is no hint of the Trinity in the
general revelation made on the plane of na-
ture is due to the fact that nature has noth-
ing to say of redemption, in the process of

which alone are the depths of the divine na-
ture made known. That it is explicitly re-

vealed only in the N. T. is due to the fact

that not until the N. T. stage of revelation

was reached was the redemi)tion, which was
being prepared throughout the whole O. T.
economy, actually accomplished. That so

ineffable a my.stery was placed before the
darkened mind of man at all is due to the
necessities of the plan of redemption itself,

which is rooted in the trinal distinction in

the Godhead, and can be apprehended only
on the basis of the Trinity in Unitv.
The nature of God has been made known

to men, therefore, in three stages, corre-

sponding to the three planes of revelation,

and we will naturally come to know him,
first, as the infinite Spirit or the God of na-
ture; then, as the Kedeemer of sinners, or

the God of grace ; and lastly as the Father,

Son, and Holy Ghost, or the Triune God.
1. God, the Infinite Spirit.—The conviction

of the existence of God bears the marks of

an intuitive truth in so far as it is the uni-

versal and unavoidable belief of men, and is

given in the very same act with the idea of

self, which is known at once as dependent
and responsible and thus implies one on
whom it depends and to whom it is responsi-

ble. This immediate perception of God is

confirmed and the contents of the idea de-

veloped by a series of arguments known as

the " theistic proofs." These are derived
from the necessity Ave are under of believing
in the real existence of the infinitely perfect
Being, of a sufficient cause for the contingent
universe, of an intelligent author of the
order and of the manifold contrivances ob-

servable in nature. and of a lawgiver and judge
for dependent moral beings, endowed with
the sense of duty and an ineradicable feeling

of responsibility, conscious of the moral con-
tradictions of the world and craving a solution

for them, and living under an intuitive per-

ception of right which they do not see real-

ized. The cogency of these proofs is cur-

rently recognized in the Scriptures, while
they add to them the supernatural manifes-

tations of God in a redemptive process, ac-
comjianied at every stage by miraculous
attestation. From the theistic proofs, how-
ever, we learn not only that a God exists,

but also necessarily, on the principle of a
sufficient cause, very much of the nature of
the God which they iirove to exist. The idea
is still further developed, on the principle of
interpreting by the highest category within
our reach, by our instinctive attribution to
him, in an eminent degree, of all that is the
source of dignity and excellence in ourselves.
Thus we come to know Goil as a personal
Spirit, infinite, eternal, and illimitable alike
in his being and in the intelligence, sensi-

bility, and will which belong to him as per-
sonal spirit. The attributes which are thus
ascribed to him, including self-existence, in-

dependence, unity, uniqueness, unchange-
ableness, omnipresence, infinite knowledge
and wisdom, infinite freedom and power, in-

finite truth, righteousness, holiness and good-
ness, are not only recognized but richly illus-

trated in Scripture, which thus puts tiie seal

of its special revelation upon all the details

of the natural idea of God.
2. God, the Redeemer of Shiners.—While re-

iterating the teaching'of nature as to the ex-
istence and character of the personal Creator
and Lord of all, the Scriptures lay their

stress upon the grace or the undeserved love
of God, as exhibited in his dealings with his
sinful and wrath-deserving creatures. So
little, however, is the consummate divine
attribute of love advanced, in the scriptural

revelation, at the expense of the other moral
attributes of God, that it is thrown into
prominence only upon a background of the
strongest assertion and fullest manifestation
of its companion attributes, especially of the
divine righteousness and holiness, and is ex-
hibited as acting only along with and in en-
tire harmony with them. God is not repre-

sented in the Scriptures as forgiving sin be-

cause he really cares very little about sin
;

nor yet because he is so exclusively or pre-
dominatingly the God of love, that all other
attributes shrink into desuetude in the pres-

ence of his illimitable benevolence. He is

rather represented as moved to deliver sinful

man from his guilt and pollution because he
pities the creatures of his hand, imraeshed
in sin, with an intensity which is boi-n of
the veheniL^uce of his holy abhorrence of sin

and his righteous determination to visit it

with int(derable retribution ; and by a mode
which brings as complete satisfaction to his

infinite justice and holiness as to his un-
bounded love itself. The biblical presenta-
tion of the God of grace includes thus the
richest development of all his moral attri-

butes, and the God of the Bible is conse-

quently set foi-th, in the completeness of that

idea, as above everything else the ethical

God. And that is as much as to say that
there is ascribed to him a moral sense so

sensitive and true that it estimates with un-



God 253 Gog

lailiug accuracy the exact moral character

of every iiorscm or deed presented for its

coiiteiuiilation, and responds to it with the

precisely aiijivopriate degree of satisfaction

or reprohatiiin. The intinitude of his love

is exhihited to us i)recisely in that while we
were yet sinners he loved us, though with

all the force of his infinite nature he reacted

against our sin with illiuiitahle ahhorrence
and indignation. The mystery of grace re-

sides just iu the inijiulse of a sin-hating

God to show mercy to such guilty wretches
;

and the supreme revelation of God as the
God of holy love is made in the disclosure of

the mode of his procedure iu redemption,

by which aloue he might remain just while
justifying the ungodly. For iu this pro-

cedure there was involved the mighty para-

dox of the infinitely just Judge himself be-

coming the sinner's substitute before his own
law and the infinitely blessed God receiving

in his own ]iei-son the penalty of sin.

3. God, the Fnthei\ Son, and Holy Ghost.—
The elements of the ])lau of salvation are

rooted in the mysterious nature of the God-
head, iu which there coexists a triual dis-

tinction of persons with absolute unity of

essence ; and the revelation of the Trinity
was accordingly incidental to the execution
of this plan of salvation, iu which the Father
sent the Sou to be the propitiation for sin, and
the Sou, when he returned to the glory
which he had with tlie Father before the
world was, sent the Spirit to apply his re-

demption to men. The disclosure of this

fundamental fact of the divine nature, there-

fore, lagged until the time had arrived for

the actual working out of the long-])romised
redemption ; and it was accpmplished first of

all in fact rather than in word, by the actual
appearance of God the Son on earth and the
subsequent manifestations of the Spirit, who
was sent forth to act as his representative in
bis absence. At the very beginning of Christ's

ministry the three persons are dramatically
exhibited to our sight in the act of his bap-
tism. And though there is no single passage
in Scripture in which all the details of this

great mystery are gathered up and expounded,
there do not lack passages in which the three
persons are brought together in a manner
which exhibits at once their unity and dis-

tinctness. The most prominent of these are
perhaps the formula of baptism in the triune
name, put into the mouths of his followers
by the resurrected Lord (Mat. xxviii. 19).

and the apostolic benediction in which a
divine blessing is invoked from each person
in turn (2 Cor. xiii. 14). The es.sential ele-

ments which enter into and together make
up this great revelation of the Triune God
are, however, most commonly separately in-
sisted upon. The chief of these are the
three constitutive facts: (1) that there is but
one God (Deut. vi. 4 ; Is. xliv. 6 ; 1 Cor. viii.

4: James ii. 19); (2) that the Father is God
(Mat. xi. 25 ; John vi. 27 ; viii. 41 ; Eom. xv.

6; 1 Cor. viii. 6; Gal. i. 1, 3, 4 ; Eph. iv. 6;
vi. 23 ; 1 Thes. i. 1 ; Jas. i. 27 ; iii. 9 : 1 Pet.

i. 2; Jude 1) ; the Son is God (John i. 1, 18
;

XX. 2.i ; Acts XX. 2» ; Kom. ix. 5; Hcb. i. 8;
Col. ii. 9: Phil. ii. (i ; 2 Pet. i. 1) ; and the
Spirit is God (Acts v. 3. 4 ; 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11;

Eph. ii. 22), and (3) that the Father, Son. and
Holy Ghost are personally distinct from one
another, distinguished l)y jii-rsoual i>rououus,
able to send and be si'Ut by one another, to

love and honor each the other, and the like

(John XV. 2() ; xvi. 13, 14 ; xvii. 8, 18, 23 ; xvi.

14 ; xvii. 1). The doctrine of the Trinity is

but the synthesis of these facts, and, adding
nothing to them, simply recognizes in the
unity of the Godhead such a Trinity ol' per-

sons as is involved in the working out of the
plan of redemption. In the prosecution of

this work there is implicated a certain rela-

tive subordiuatiou iu the modes of operation
of the several persons, by which it is the
leather that sends the Sou and the Son who
sends the Spirit ; but the three i)ersons are
uniformly represented in Scripture as iu their

essential nature each alike God over all,

blessed forever (Rom. ix. 5) ; and we are
therefore to conceive the subordination as

rather economical. /. e. relative to the func-
tion of each in the work of redemption, than
essential, /. e. involving a ditiereuce in nature.

B. B. w.
Gog.
1. A Eeubenite (1 Chron. v. 4).

2. The prince of Eosh, Meshech. and Tubal
(Ezek. xxxviii. 2, E. V.), who is prophetically
described as invading the land of Israel in the
last times, and being defeated on the moun-
tains with immense slaughter ( Ezek. xxxviii.,

xxxix.). He and his people and his allies

serve the prophet as a type of heathenism
contending against the kingdom of God. The
name was probably borrowed from Gyges, the
chief of a Lydiau princely family called the
Mermuada^. It is said that about 700 B. c.

they murdered the reigning sovereign of
Lydia, who belonged to a rival house called

the Heraclidse, and jdaced Gyges on the
throne. He was celebrated by the Greeks for

his wealth, and gained popularity by sending
large donations to the temple of Apollo at

Del]ihi. He made war on the Greek cities in

Asia Minor. In his old age his country was
invaded by an apjiarently Celtic horde called

the Cimmerians, who came from the Crimea.
He defeated them in battle, capturing sev-

eral of their chiefs. But fearing a repetition

of the invasion, he sent presents to Ashur-
banipal, the Assyrian king. For a long time
no one could be found who understood the
Lydian language spoken by the ambassadors.
At length a man was obtained who compre-
hended what they said, and the friendship

of Gyges was accepted. It was only deceji-

tive, for in a short time Gyges aided Egy]>t
in its revolt against the Assyrian ruler, who hi

retaliation stirred up the Cimmerians to a

fresh invasion of Lydia, in which, about 662




