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Imrah 320 Inspiration

family (Num. xxvi. 44 ; 1 Chron. vii. 30 ; Gen.
xlvi. 17).

2. A Levite, father of Kore, in Hezekiah's

reign (2 Chron. xxxi. 14).

Im'rah [stubborn, refractory].

An Asherite, son of Zophah (1 Chron. vii.

36).

Im'ri [eloquent].

1. A man of Judah, son of Bani, and a de-

scendant of Perez (1 Chron. ix. 4).

2. Father of that Zaccur, who rebuilt part

of the wall of Jerusalem after the captivity

(Neh. iii. 2).

In'cense.
Fragrant substances designed to be burnt,

especially in religious worship. Sweet in-

cense was largely used as an clement in the

Israelite ritual (Ex. xxv. 6 ; xxxv. 8, 28

;

xxxvii. 29). The ingredients were stacte or

opobalsamum, onycha, galbanum, and jiure

frankincense in equal proportions, tempered
with salt. It was not allowed to be made for

ordinary purposes (Ex. xxx. 34-38; Lev. x.

1-7). An altar of incense was fashioned of

acacia wood overlaid with pure gold, and was
placed in the holy place, j ust outside the veil

which concealed the holy of holies ; and each
morning, when the high priest dressed the
lamps, he burned incense on it (Ex. xxx. 1-9

;

Luke i. 10) ; .see Altae. Once a year on the
great day of atonement, he brought the in-

cense within the veil, and, burning it on a
fire in a censer in the most holy place, envel-

oped the mercy seat in a cloud of the odorifer-

ous smoke which it sent forth (Lev. xvi. 12,

1.'}). When the altar was dedicated, each of
the princes brought a gift of incense carried

in a spoon (Num. vii. 14, 20, etc.). Where so

many animal sacrifices were offered as there
were in the courts, both of the tabernacle
and the temple, the smell of blood must have
polluted the atmosphere, and the burning of
incense exerted a good sanitary influence.

But it had also a symbolic reference. It

availed to make atonement (Num. xvi. 46,

47), for it was typical of the intercession of
the appointed high priest. The psalmist re-

quested that his prayer might be set forth
before Jehovah as incense (Ps. cxli. 2) ; the
worshipers prayed outside the temple while
Zacharias offered incense within its walls
(Luke i. 10) ; and in an apocalyptic vision an
angel liurnt incense on the golden altar, the
smoke ascending with the prayers of saints
(Rev. viii. 'i-5). The worshipers of false di-

vinities, no less than those who adored the
true God, burnt incense (2 Chron. xxxiv. 25;
Jer. xlviii. .35).

In'di-a [in Hebrew 7/o(?», through Persian
Iliilliu, iVoni Hindu, the river Indus].
A district on the lower Indus, conquered

by Darius the Great and incorporated with
the Persian empire (Herod, iii. 94 ; iv. 44

;

Persei)olis inscri]>tion). It formed the eastern
limit of the Persian emjiire (Esth. i. 1 ; viii.

9; cp. Herod, iv. 40). Alexander the Great

crossed the Indus on his career of conquest.
The occurrence of the name in 1 Mac. viii.

8 is suspicious. Luther substituted Ionia. At
any rate Judas Maccabseus was misinformed
if he was told that the Romans had taken
India from Antiochus.

In'gatb-er-ing, Feast of. See Taber-
nacles, Feast of.

In-her'it-ance. See Heie.

Ink'horn.
A horn or anything similar for holding

ink. It was carried at the side (Ezek. ix. 2).

The inkhorn is still in use in the East. It

consists of a case of wood, horn, or metal,
with a head at one end for holding the ink,

and a long shaft in which the reeds for

writing are kept. The case is worn stuck in

the girdle.

Inn.
An oriental inn bears little resemblance to

an occidental hotel. The inn was not so nec-
essary in primitive times. Travelers readily
found reception in the houses of the hospita-

ble (Ex. ii. 20 ; Judg. xix. 15-21 ; 2 Kin. iv.

8 ; Acts xxviii. 7; Heb. xiii. 2). The public
inn was a mere place of shelter for man and
beast. Like the modern khans, it was prob-
ably a large, quadrangular court, with a well
in the center and around the sides rooms for

travelers, chambers for goods, and stalls for

cattle. The rooms were destitute of furni-

ture. The traveler spread his mat on the
floor, if he had one to spread ; if not, then
his shawl-like mantle sufficed for mattress
and covering. He also provided food for

himself and fodder for his cattle. Free lodg-

ing places of this sort were erected by liberal

wealthy men for the benefit of wayfarers
(cp. Jer. xli. 17). Rarely was there a host
from whom food could be purchased (Luke
X. 34, 35).

In-spi-ra'tion.
The terms inspiration and inspired are

u.sed in English with .great latitude of mean-
ing, and this latitude is reflected to some ex-

tent in their usage in the English Bible.

They occur, however, only twice in the
English Bible, and in both cases in a reli-

gious sense (Job xxxii. 8; 2 Tim. iii. 16).

In the former passage the word is used
loosely to give expression to the broad fact that
men are not independent of God as intellec-

tual beings, but that for small and great, old

and young alike, it is "the breath [or inspi-

ration] of the Almighty [that] gi veth them un-
derstanding." In the latter passage the word
inspired is used in its more proper and spe-

cific sense as a direct predicate of the written
Scriptures, attirming that quality of divinity
in them by virtue of which they are " profita-

ble " for the great ends for which they are
given. The Scriptures which the apostle
had particularly in mind in this passage were
the sacred books of the Jews, what we call

the O. T. ; hut the affirmation he makes will
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Inspiration 321 Ir-nahash

naturally hold good of all writings which
riiihtly share the high title of Scripture with
tlieni. The quality which he thus makes
the fundamental characteristic of Scripture
is expressed in the original Greek, not by
the simple word inspired, but by a com-
pound word, God-inspired, possibly of his

own coinage, by which the divine source
of the inspiration is emphasized. He ad-
duces this fundamental quality of Scrip-
ture as the ground on which the unique
value of the Scriptures rests: "All scrip-

ture," he says, "is given by inspiration of
God, and is [therefore] profitable, etc." (A.
v.), or, ' Every Scripture, [seeing that it is]

inspired of God, is also profitable, etc." (R.

v.). Inspiration, according to the apostle,

is, therefore, the fundamental quality of
the written Scriptures, by virtue of which
they are the word of God, and are clothed
with all the characteristics which properly
belong to the word of God. In accordance
with the teaching of this classical passage,
Scripture is uniformly recognized, through-
out the N. T., as the very word of God, and
is treated as possessing all the qualities which
would naturally flow from its divine origin.

Thus it is currently cited by the exclusive
titles Scripture, the Scriptures, the Oracles
of God (Rom. iii. 2) or the Living Oracles
(Acts vii. 38, R. V.), and its words are
ordinarily adduced by the authoritative
formula, " It is written." Its divine charac-
ter is explicitly expressed in the constant
ascri])tion of the words cursorily quoted from
it to God as their author (Acts xiii. 34 ; 1 Cor.
vi. 16 ; Mat. i. 22 ; ii. 1.5 ; Rom. i. 2), or more
specificallv to the Holv Spirit (Heb. iii. 7 ; ix.

8 ; X. 15 ; Actsi. 16 ; iv. 25, R. V. ; xxviii. 25) ;

and that, even when they are not ascribed to
God in the original passages, but are spoken
of or even addressed to him, and can be
thought his only because they are part of
the Scripture text (Acts iv. 24, 25 ; xiii. 34,

35 ; Mat. xix. 5 ; Heb. i. 6, 7, 8, 10 ; iv. 4, 7

;

vii. 21 ; X. 30). While on the other hand the
human writers of Scripture are said to have
spoken " in " the Holy Spirit (Mark xii. 36

;

Mat. xxii. 43, both R. V.), and are treated as
merely the media through whom God the Holy
Ghost speaks (Mat. i. 22 ; ii. 15 ; Acts i. 16 ; iv.

25; xxviii. 25; Rom. i. 2). Accordingly, the
very words of Scripture are accounted
authoritative and "not to be broken" (Mat.
xxii. 43; John x. 34, 35; Gal. iii. 16); its

prophecies sure (2 Pet. i. 20 ; John xix. 36,
37 ; x.x. 9 ; Acts i. 16 ; cp. Ezra i. 1 ; Dan. ix.

2) ; and its whole contents, historical as well
as doctrinal and ethical, not only entirely
trustworthy, but designedly framed for the
spiritual profit of all ages (2 Tim. iii. 16

;

Rom. XV. 4 ; 1 Gor. x. 11 ; Rom. iv. 23 ; ix.

17 ; 1 Cor. ix. 10 ; Gal. iii. 8. 22 ; iv. 30 ; 1

Pet. ii. 6 ; cp. 2 Chron. xvii. 9 ; Neh. viii. 1).

That the books of the N. T. are given to the
church as equally Scripture with tho.se of the
O. T., and share with them in all their di-
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vine qualities, is shown by the equal claim
to authority which is made for them (1 Cor.
vii. 40; xiv. 37; 2 Thes. iii. 4, 14; Gal. i.

S) ; the similar representation of their
authors as the organs of God (1 Thes. ii. 13;
iv. 2 ; 1 Cor. ii. 13, 16 ; vii. 40) ; and the inclu-
sion of N. T. books along with tho.se of the
O. T. under the common sacred title of
Scripture (2 Pet. iii. 16 ; 1 Tim. v. 18).

B. B. W.
In'stant and In'stant-ly.
As an adjective or adverb, in the obsolete

sense of earnest or steadfast (Luke vii. 4;

Acts xxvi. 7 ; Rom. xii. 12, A. V. ; 2 Tim. iv. 2.)

I'ob, in A. V. Job. See Jashub.

Iph-de'iah, in A. V. Iph-e-de'iah [Jehovah
doth deliver].

A Benjamite, son of Shashak (1 Chron.
viii. 25).

Iph'tah. in A. V. Jiphtah [he openeth or
setteth free].

A town of Judah (Josh. xv. 43). Site un-
known.

Iph'tah-el, in A. V. JipMhah-el [God
doth open or set free]

.

A valley on the boundary line between
Zebulun and Asher (Josh. xix. 14, 27). The
name is perhaps found in Jotopata, the mod-
ern Tell Jefat, 9 miles north by west of Naz-
areth.

Ir. See Iri.

I'ra [watchful].
1. A Jairite who was priest or chief minis-

ter to David (2 Sam. xx. 26).

2. One of David's mighty men, a Tekoite,
son of Ikkesh (2 Sam. xxiii. 26 ; 1 Chron,
xi. 28).

3. An Ithrite, one of David's mighty men
(2 Sam. xxiii. 38 ; 1 Chron. xi. 40).

I'rad.

A descendant of Cain (Gen. iv. 18).

I'ram [perhaps, pertaining to a city, or

watchful]

.

A chieftain of Edom (Gen. xxxvi. 43 ; 1

Chron. i. 54).

I'ri and probably Ir [pertaining to a city,

or watchful].
A Benjamite, familj' of Bela (1 Chron. vii.

7, 12).

I-ri'jah [Jehovah doth see or provide].

Acai)tain of the guard. During the tem-
porary departure of the Chaldeans from the

siege of Jerusalem, he arrested Jeremiah,
who was going out at the gate of Benjamin,
on the charge of attempting to fall away to

the enemy (Jer. xxxvii. 13).

Ir-na'bash [city of Nahash or of a ser-

pent].

A town of which a man of Judah was the

leading citizen (1 Chron. iv. 12). The mar-
gin renders city of Nahash. The chronicler

may intend the town of Abigail's father (2

Sam. xvii. 25).




