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THE NEW TESTAMENT.

THE REVELATION.

BY PROFESSOR B. K. WABFIELD, D.D., LL.D., PRINCETON, N. J.

AUTlIOli. — The Book of Revelation repre-
sents itself to be written by a John so described
as to be distinctly identified with the ai>ostle

John, whose long residence in Asia and banish-
ment to Patmos by the Emperor Domitian are
historically attested from the time of Justin
Martyr (about 150 a.d.) onwards. After the third
century, however, doubts as to the apostolic ori-

gin of the book were widely spread in the East.
These doulits have been revived in modern times
upon sul)stantially the same grounds, which turn
chiefly upon the unlikeness of the Revelation to
John's other writings. A closer study of John's

books, however, reveals a deei)er resemblance
between them, and leaves no reason, on such
internal grounds, for setting aside the historical
testimony.
DATE. — Exceptionally strong and consistent

historical testimony, beginning with Irenaeus
(about 175 A.D.), who had special opjjortunities
for knowing the truth, assigns the book to the
later years of the reign of Domitian, about 95 or
96 A.D. Nevertheless, there has existed in recent
times a strong tendency to date it as early as
68 A.D. This opinion is supported chiefly by an
appeal to certain passages in the book, which are

Laodicea— Entrance to the Stadidm.

(From a I'liotiMji-iiph hy FRITH.;

supposed to inijily that Jerusalem and the Temple
were still undestroyed (e.g. 11. 19), or to identify
the emperor who was on the throne (13. 1.3; 17.

7-12), when the book was written; as well as to
the dissimilarity of this book to John's other
writings, which is supposed to be best explained
by assuming a long interval between their com-
positions. The proposed interpretation of the
passages apjiealed to does not seem, however, to be
.lustifled ; and the differences between Revelation
and the other wi-itings of John are not such as
lapse of time will account for. On the other
hand, the fitness of the later date to the historical
situation in the book, and to the stage of develop-
ment of the churches descriljed iii its opening
chapters, is becoming ever plainer as historical
research proceeds.
LITERARY FORM. — In entitling itself " The

Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave him,
to show unto his servants," the book announces
itself as a divine disclosure, or, in other words, as
a prophetical book. It is important to observe,
however, that it is a prophetical book of a par-
ticular class. This class is designated liy the
Greek term Apocalyp.'^e ("Revelation"), and is

characterized by its use of symbolical visions as
the vehicle of prophecy. The model for this
mode of projihecy was set by the book of Daniel.
In the Apocalypse of John, the Divine Spirit
makes use of that literary form which had been
wrought out as the natural expression of per-
secuted believers, in order to enhearten the suf-
fering church.
CONTEXTS.— The woes of the churches de-

picted in the Revelation furnish only the start-

ing-point for its real message. Its text may be
said to be those glorious words of the departing
Lord, " In the world ye shall have tribulation

:

liut be of good cheer ; I have overcome the world "

(John 16. 33). As the victory of Christ over the
world is evinced in the triumiih of that kingdom
of God which He came to estalilish. the theme of
the book comes to be the gi-adual triumph of the
kingdom of God ; and as this triumph culminates
in the .second coning of Christ, it is the return
of the Lord in glory to which all the movement
of the book advances. It may thus be conceived
as the bridge cast over the chasm which divides
the first and second Advents.
In Old Testament prophecy the Advent in glory

was not sharply distinguished from the Advent
in humiliation ; and when Christ came announ-
cing!; the kingdom of heaven, men looked for
an immediate trium](h. The contrast between
these high expectations and the reality of a jier-

.secuted chixrch, required a revelation of the real
course of things to preserve the church from de-
spair.
The Apocalypse does for the church what the

spiritual vision of the love of God in Christ so
often does for the in<lividual mourner— it en-
ables it to endure, as seeing the invisible. It is

then, in the highest sense, "The Revelation:"
it displays before the eyes of men, blinded in the
turmoil "of the strife, the inner reality and the
true course of events in this period between the
Advents. It is the divine philosophy of history.
It is the exhibition in action of Paul's two great
declarations, that Christ has been made head
over aU things for His church, and that all things
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THE BEVELATION.
work together for good to them that are called
accoriling to God's purpose.
fXTEJtPRErATWX.— This general drift of

the book has been perceived by most of its ex-
positors. They have seriously liilfered, however,
in its detailed interpretation.
Some have thought that it presents a picture,

not of the whole period between the Advents,
but only of its opening years; as if it were in-
tended "for the comfort of those only who met
that first great crisis, and gave assurance only
of the external destruction of evil as eml)odied
in the ajiostate Jewish and persecuting Roman
states, and of the external triumph of the church
over the Jewish and Roman worlds.

Others have thought that only the closing
scenes that accomi)any the coming of Christ in
glory, and His comi)leted victory over the world,
are depicted ; as if it were intended to comfort
and strengthen only by revealing to those in the
midst of the battle the sure and glorious end.
Others have perceived that, in the visions of

this book, an inner view is given of the real
nature of the whole space between the two Ad-
vents ; but have mistakenly thought that it must
therefore supply a continuous and detailed his-
tory of the course of events which fill this period,
and have sought to frame from it an inspired
chronicle of the history of the church or of the
world.

Smyrna, from the Tomb op Polycarp.

(From a I'hotoip-ttjih b;/ Frith.)

Others still have seen that tlie fortunes of the
•cliurch are dealt with in these visions only in
broad outlines and for their ethical and spiritual
ends, and not with chronological purpose or
effect. They have therefore read the book, not as
intended to write history beforehand, but as de-
signed to keep steadily "before the mind of the
church of God the great facts that the hand of
God is in all history, and that its issue is, there-
fore, according to His aiipointment and direc-
tion; and thus to strengthen it to bear all trials,

and to quicken its faith and trust in (lOd, who
does all things well.

STU UCTURE.~The structure of the book is

admirably adapted to serve this end. Its plan
does not form a single, closed ring ; nor does it

advance in a continuous straight line, but, re-
turning rejieatedly on itself, it makes its progress
in a sort of spiral" movement towards its climax.
A mo<le of composition like this is peculiarly
accordant with Semitic literary genius and art;
and in the New Testament it is specially charac-
teristic of John, who is accustomed to present
truth to his readers by turning it round and
round before them in successive and yet regu-
larly advancing aspects.
The Apocaly))se, in harmony with this literary

method, is found to consist of a series of i)arallel

and yet ever-progressing sections, which bring
before the reader, over and over again, but in

climactic form, the struggle of the church, and
its victory over the world in its Lord. There
are probably seven of these spirals, though
only five of them are clearly marked ; and it

is probable that each of them consists of seven
subordinate divisions, though these are distinct
in only four of them. The plan of the whole is,

then, something like the following;: — Prologue,
1. 1-8; seven parallel sections, divided at 3. 22;
8. 1; 11. 19; 14. 21; 16. 21; and 19. 20; Epilogue,
22. 6-21.

S YMBOLICAL LANGUAGE.—Xn Apocalypse
is, before all else, a book written in symbols.
The whole action of John's Apocalypse, aiid every
detail of its representation alike, is, ac(;ordingly,
wrought out not directly, but through the me-
dium of symbolism.
The sources of this symbolism are to be sought

in the prophetic books of the Old Testament and
in our Lord's discourses ; arul the meaning of the
book will become clear in ])roportion as the sig-
nificance of these symbols is correctly ascer-
tained. It would bo idle to deny that the Reve-
lation is a difficult liook ; every age of the church
has found its interpretation a problem. But its

difficulty will be found to arise larj^ely from our
unfamiliarity with aiiocalx i)tic writings, and it

may be cxi)ected to give; way in proportion as we
seek consistently to inter) ir(!t it as an Apocalypse,
written in purely symbolical language.




