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merciful Father and from the benefits of His merei-
fuhiess. Shakespeare's question, "How canst thou
hope for mercy rendering none?" is fully warranted
by Our Lord's teaching and by Scripture in general;

cf esp. the parable of the Unmerciful Servant (Mt
18 21-35).

(5) As the rule, ARV has "lovingkindness" for
"mercy" when hesedh is used of God, and "Idndness"
when it is used o'f men in relation to each other.

'

' Com-
passion" (tr of rdham) is also in several instances substi-
tuted tor "mercy" (Isa 9 17; 14 1; 27 H; Jer 13 14;
30 18), also "goodness" (trof hesedh referring to man)
(Hos 4 1; 6 6).

W. L. Walkeb
MERCY-SEAT, m<jr'si-set, THE (nnsS, ha-p-

porelh; NT tXao-T'^piov, hilasterion, He 9 5): The
name for the lid or covering of the ark of the cove-
nant (Ex 26 17, etc). The OT term means
"covering," then, like the NT word, "propitiatory"
(of kipper, "to cover guilt," "to make atonement").
The ark contained the two tables of stone which
witnessed against the sin of the people. The blood
of sacrifice, sprinkled on the mercy-seat on the great
day of atonement, intercepted, as it were, this con-
demning testimony, and effected reconciliation be-
tween God and His people. See Atonement;
Atonhmbnt, Day op; Propitiation; Ark of
Covenant. In Rom 3 25, Jesus is said to be set

forth as "a propitiation pit. "propitiatory"], through
faith, in his blood," thus fulfilling the idea of the
mercy-seat (cf He 9 5.7.11.12, etc).

W. Shaw Caldecott
MERED, me'red OTQj meredh, "rebellion";

LXX has at least four variants in 1 Ch 4 17.18):

A descendant of Judah through Caleb, and men-
tioned as a "son of Ezrah" (ver 17).

RV, rightly following the orthography of the Heb
which has here he (/i)instead of 'aleph (a), as in the name
of the well-known Ezra, saves us from confusing this
Ezrah with the other by giving him the correct termi-
nal letter. Moreover, even if the question of spelling
were waived, the absence of the mention of children in
any known passages of the life of the scribe Ezra should
settle the question, since this passage (ver 17) is asso-
ciated with progeny.

A diflSculty meets us in ver 18, where Mered is

mentioned as taking to wife "Bithiah the daughter of

Pharaoh." That Pharaoh is not the proper name
of some individual but the official title of Egypt's
sovereign seems evident from the fact that AVm
and RV text agree in translating the other wife of

Mered as "the Jewess," rather than as a proper
name Jehudijah, as if to distinguish the "Jewess"
from the Eg3rptian. Probably "Hodiah" also is

a corruption of Jehudijah in ver 19, and should be
tr'* again "the Jewess." Tgs and traditions have so

changed and transposed and "interpreted" this

passage that a sufficiently confused text has become
worse confounded, and the only solid fact that
emerges is that once a comparatively obscure Judah-
ite (though the founder of several towns—Gedor,
Soco, Eshtemoa, etc, ver 18) married an Egyp
princess, whether as a captive or a freewoman we
do not know. See Bithiah. Henry Wallace

MEREMOTH, mer'S-moth, me-re'moth (tl'l'a")^,

m'remoth, "heights"; MtpufiiiQ, Mereimoth):

(1) Son of Uriah (Ezr 8 33), who was head of the
7th course of priests appointed by David (1 Ch 24
10, Hakkoz = Koz; cf Neh 3 4.21). The family of

Koz were among those unable to prove their pedi-

gree on the return from Babylon, and were therefore

deposed as polluted (Ezr 2 61.62). Meremoth's
division of the family must, however, have been
scatheless, for he is employed in the temple after the
return as weigher of the gold and the vessels (Ezr
8 33), a function reserved for priests alone (Ezr 8
24-28). He takes a double part in the reconstruc-
tion under Nehemiah, first as a builder of the wall

of the city (Neh 3 4), then as a restorer of that part
of the temple abutting on the house of Eliashib the
priest (Neh 3 21); "Marmoth" in 1 Esd 8 62.

(2) A member of the house of Bani, and,_like so
many of that house, among those who married and
put away foreign wives (Ezr 10 36). He seems to
be named Carabasion (!) in the corresponding list

of 1 Esd 9 34.

(3) The name occurs in Neh 10 5 among those
who "seal the covenant" with Nehemiah (Neh 10 1).

It may there be the name of an individual (in which
case there were 4 of the name), or it may be a family
name. Certainly a "Meremoth" came back under
Zerubbabel 100 years before (Neh 12 3), and the
signatory in question may be either a descendant
of the same name or a family representative. The
name recurs later in the same list (Neh 12 15) as
"Meraioth" through a scribal error confusing the
two Heb letters yodh and holem for mem. A com-
parison of Neh 12 1-3 and 12-15 shows clearly

that it is the same person. Note that in ver 15
"Helkai" is the name of the contemporary leader.

(4) For Meremoth (1 Esd 8 2 AV), see Meme-
BOTH. Henry Wallace

MERIBAH, mer'i-ba, me-re'ba. See Massah
AND MeRIBAH.

MERIB-BAAL, mer-ib-ba'al (b?5":i"^1'? , m'ribh-

ba'al; also 5?5~'^'113, rn'ri^-bha'al, "Baal contends")

:

The spelling varies in a single verse; 1 Ch 9 40
contains the name twice: first, in the first form
above; second, in the second form. The name is

given also in 1 Ch 8 34. It is the other name of
Mephibosheth (2) (q.v.).

In Jer 11 13 and Hos 9 10 the terms "Baal" and
"Bosheth" seem to stand in apposition, the latter form
being a slightly contemptuous alternative rendered
"shame." This is akin to other like changes, such as
Esh-baal for Ish-bosheth, Jerub-besheth for Jerub-baal,
etc. The change in the first part of the name could occur
through a clerical confusion of aspirate pe and resh in
Hebrew.

Hbney Wallace
MERIBATH-KADESH, mer'i-bath-ka'desh,

MERIBOTH-KADESH, mer'i-both-k. (Ezk 48 28;
47 19): The southern limit of Ezekiel's ideal land
of Israel. See Meribah.

MERODACH, me-ro'dak, mer'6-dak (^"I'T!?,

m'rodhakh) : The supreme deity of the Babylonians
(Jer 50 2); the Nimrod of Gen 10 8-12; and among
the constellations, Orion. See Astronomy, II,

11; Babylonia and Assyria, Religion of;
Nimrod.

MERODACH-BALADAN, ms-ro'dak-bal'a-dan,

mer'6-dak-b. (H^?^? ^1^^^, m'ro'dhakh bal'&-

dhan; MapwSoix BaXaSdv, Maroddch Baladdn) : The
son of Baladan, is mentioned in Isa 39 1, as a king
of Babylon who sent an embassy to Hezekiah, king
of Judah, apparently shortly after the latter's ill-

ness, in order to congratulate him on his recovery
of health, and to make with him an offensive and
defensive alliance. This Merodach-baladan was a
king of the Chaldaeans of the house of Yakin, and
was the most dangerous and inveterate foe of Sargon
and his son Sennacherib, kings of Assyria, with
whom he long and bitterly contested the possession
of Babylon and the surrounding provinces. M.-b.
seems to have seized Babylon immediately after

the death of Shalmaneser in 721 BC; and it was
not till the 12th year of his reign that Sargon suc-
ceeded in ousting him. From that time down to
the 8th campaign of Sennacherib, Sargon and his

son pursued with relentless animosity M.-b. and
his family until at last his son Nabushumishkun.
was captured and the whole family of M.-b. was
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apparently destroyed. According to the monu-
ments, therefore, it was from a worldly point of view
good politics for Hezekiah and his western allies

to come to an understanding with M.-b. and the
Aramaeans, Elamites, and others, who were con-
federated with him. From a strategical point of
view, the weakness of the allied powers consisted
in the fact that the Arabian desert lay between the
eastern and western members of the confederacy,
so that the Assyr kings were able to attack their
enemies when they pleased and to defeat them in
detail. R. Dick Wilson

MEROM, me'rom, WATERS OF (Dil'Q-i'a,

me-merom; uSwp Mappcov or MeppcJv, hudor Marrbn
or Merron): The place which was the scene of
Joshua's victory over Jabin and his confederates
(Josh 11 7), commonly identified with Lake Huleh
in the upper part of the Jordan valley, but with
doubtful propriety. Jos says {Ant, V, i, 18) that
the camp of the allies was at Beroth in upper




