e S

THE MODERATOR'S SERMON.

“0 Lord, send now prosperity.” Psalm 118:25.

The m from which this prayer is quoted, is.
throughout, an utterance of the Church : the utter-
ance of gratitude for past experiences and of conti-
dence as to the future. God had, according to His
promise, brought her out of along captivity, but
there were still other of His pledges which were to
brighten into splendid fulfillments. His special ggace
was to sur His special providences; so that
where there mlmen those hidings of His fuce, harder
to be borne than the hidings of his power, there
should henceforth be only light ; and in this light
was the Church to enjoy a spiritual prosperity with
which no mere temperal advantages would compare.
This aliuring prosperity was, however, to come not
by miracle nor by chance, nor yet by virtue of a list-
less waiting on the part of its expectants. Dhe
voice of prayer must rise to claim it.  The hand of
faith must open to receive it. Lilting that voice
and extending this hand, each member of the body of
lsrael and all torether us a united whole. are, accord-
ingly, seen to stand, saying: O Lord 1 beseech
Thee, send now prosperity.”  Whade prosperily we
already have, maintain, what we do hot yet possess,
add ; but seud only that which is real and lasting :
and send it at once.  Truly a prayer pot less com-
prebensive than earnest ]

That in this appeal to her divine Head, is repre-
sented the true attitude of the Charch in oar own
day, it were a needless task to illustrate. A still
farther and larger prosperity is always to be sought
in behalf of a living organism whose law is that of
progress, and whose decline must begin just so
soon as an imagined perfection has been reached ;—
and this is especially the case where @he organism
in view is of the nature of a personal existence.

I. There is, therefore, only one inguiry which here
demands an answer : what is 14 that consfefules a
¢ harch’s prosperity ; which is equal to the guestion,
how doe: she best realize the idea of her mission ;
or to this simpler interrogatory, how shall it be ascer-
tuined whether she i= in the experience of a healthy
growth ?

That mere automatic expansion 15 not imdicative
of such a growth, we at owce perceive by a look at
the papacy, wherein mechanism takes the place of life.

That wmere extent of territory oceapied does not
testify to it. we are ussured by thinking of those prim-
itive churches whose hamds, sc soon paralyzed, were
joined in a cirele the area of which included a great

rtion of the then civilized world.

That mere breadth of showy Tolinge fuils to give
proof of it, is seen in certain well-known  specimens
of modern ecclesiasticism, not necessary now to be
named, which, whilst obtrading to the sight many
limbs of bold assumption, are yet able to exhibit
but a sparse fruitage of saving truth to the disap-
pointed taste.

Nor, as is sometimes superficially thought, does a
growthful prosperity depend for its expredsion upon
the numbers whose names serye to swell the rolls of
a professing membership—as is witnessed 10 not a
few instunces of individual churches, whose commun-
ion tables are crowded with nominal believers many
of whom are nowhere else felt to be on the side of
Christ. It is, indeed, a taking spectacle : that of a
vast army gathered beneath the banner of salvation’s
imperial Chieftain. But, what other than an im-
pediment to its efficiency are those thousands of them
who are always faltering v the ranks :—the trem-
bling doubters, the flinching dudgers, the prepared
deserters : the images of scldiers only, upon whose
ill-fitting and flimsy armor the ring of actual battle
1s never heard, in whose lifeless hands the blade of
conguest is never seen to cut, and upon whose
shrinking persons is vever discerned the batterings
ang blood of a persevering heroism ? OF what good
use are the men who, when showing themselves at
their best, are recognized as mere lookers-on where
others are engaging the foe: or are known only as
loitering murmurers, who, although ready to claim
a share in the prizes that may be gained, will not
ventare beyond the safe margin of the fiery fray to
help the struggling winuers in its thick : cold, cau-
tious, colorless, cambersome! It may be well for
the Church statistician to reckon up from year to
year, the hundreds who have been added to the thou-
sands already registered, and to gather into some
imposing total a view of the angmented mass; and
all concerned ought to be grateful the while for every
fresh mark of ious increase. But in the Chuarch
as elsewhere, people should be weighed rather than
counted ; and then it would probably be found that
it is the clustered twos and threes, shining herc and
there like mutually-revolving stars amid spaces of com-
parative empliness, whose infinence of spiritual grav-
ity most serves 1o maintain the balance of Zion's
attractive and pragressive forces. The Moravians
were never numerous, and yet how great their achieve-
ments, how powerful their cxample, how penetrative
their zeal ! Numbers are desirable, but only when
they constitute s membership whose constancy is as a
law of nature, whose fidelity is as a principle of jus-
tice, and whose working-energy 15 as the movement
of a tireless heart. Multiplied admissions into the
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cal doctrine. Happily for us we inberit from our fath-
ers a scriptural organization whose shining distine-
tion has been its steadfast adherence to the entire
revealed word of God, as that exelusive st.undurd of
faith and daty apart from which religious belief has
nothing valnable to affirm and religious practice
nothing laudable to achieve. So that almost the
whole history of Presbyterianism is a history of bat-
tles under the banner on which was emblazoned this
order : “hold fast the form of sound words.” To
stich an extent 15 this troe, that it haseven been con.
tent to suffer reproach on account of the temacity
with which, with both hands, it has clung to tne
“thus it is written,” aond for ils readiness to meet
with sharp controversial zeal all those whose psendo-
charitable folly has presumed to loosen a single nail
or obscuie a single opening e the sanctuary of di-
vine inspiration. We thus derive from an ancestry
whose labors and endurances on the changing field of
polemical disputation have served to shed* a lustre
imperishable upon our Church’s annals, albeit the
contention was somelimes over what might seem
nothing more nutritious than a dry bone of metaphy-
sical opinion. In these later days, however, has
emerged a disposition, visible here and there, to re-
lax the bonds of a theology, which, although fixed
in the holiest experiences of God's people, is believed
not to be broad enough for covering t!l:;e advancin
steps of “modern thought” Let it be softened,
therefore, some are ready to ery, be toned down to
lower key, be relieved of its jagged points, made
more homane, placed pearer to the demand of en-
lightened reason! Allow the several sciences to
manipulate and mend it, to clip from it at this angle,
add to it at that, reconstruct it everywhere, and ren-
der it less severe throughout! ‘Temper your harsh
doctrine of original sin with that of a selfresistable
depravity ; your doctrine of God's absolute sover-
eignty with that of man’s partial independence of the
divine will ; your doctrine of elective grace with that
of personal merit; your doctrine of a limited atoue-
ment with that of a universal final restoration ; and
all your doectrines with those which a philosophy
more rational than apostles knew, is prepared to sug-
gest! Amend your Confession of Faith, not merely
touching what is obscure, but chicly as to what 1s
sapernatural ! Forget that it bas stood the test of
of ages, some of which were more fiercely gladiatorial
than the present, and the assaunlts of foes some of
whom were giants taller and mightier than any who
have since appeared ; forget the baptismal fires of a
martyrdom through which every one of thos¢ grand
old truths has passed, leaving hardly any smell, and
nothing of the soot of the furnace upon them, und
paszed thus nnscathed because “Ope like unto the
Son of God” was with them :—forget all those he-
roic strugghngs of the Lord's people who, in sorrow
and in joy, bave witnessed to the truth which the
Holy. Ghost himself, lifting it from prophecy and
psalm and cpistle, conspicuously impressed apon their
saintly lives ; and, forsakiog this wine of centuries,
substitute therefor the watery gushings of a weak
philanthropy such as influences, and thins, and ren-
ders contemptible, the teachings of those who seem
to think that, instead of its being man's chief end to
glorily God, it is God's chiel end to glorify man!
The Church grows towards a sure and eversurer
prosperity enly when its nutriment is the strong
meat of its Lord’s own providing, however hard to
digest some of it may be, and pines away towards
ghastly death when it becomes content to feed from
the made-dishes of men's preparation. Sad and dark
will be the day whose coming is foretold by some who
claim to have already beheld the streakings of its
approaching dawn, in which our enfeebled pulpits
shall cease to echo the heraldings of men who, stron
with the cournge of deep conviction, never suffere
one note, however discordant to the ear of sinful na-
ture, to fall away from the wondrous psalm of that
same salvatien which Panl taught, and for which a
greater than Paul died.  Fidelity to the whole body
of inspired truth, is toany Church, not more a dictate
of wisdom than a necessity of existence. Let us
have God's word, or mone! Il His all-directing
voice shall become fuint amongst us, let every other
voice, except that which is raised for the revival of
His, become damb !

'I“w.ru is little or no danger on this score, so fur as
we are concerved, do any of you exclaim? Well—
perhaps not. But who knows? Ofgher Churches,
similar to our own, have not esca intrusion

of heresies that have entered through unguardeqli

doorways. There is always a temptation to leave
ajar the gate where principle may go out to embrace
popularity, and where the seductive voice of soft
cant may come in to rebuke the faithful tongue of
hard candor. How far, already, has mandlin senti-
ment begun to usurp the power of scriptural state-
ment in the matter of eternal punishment? How
far, too, have some gone who would dislocate the
frame of our theology so as to leave space for elevat-
ing some favorite part—such as the doctrine of the
second advent, such as the dectrine of the “higher
life"—to a prominency which threatens to over-
shadow much of the residue ? And what, te go no

: ‘murings against thesuficicncy
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in its unadulter ited pureness, 1 well-defined evangeli- | monions, and becvuse harmonious, strong and growth-

ful.

Inasmuach, however, as no such strength-imparting
harmony can be expected in the body at large unless
it be conspicuous in the service of government, it ba
comes w#s in particular, futhers and brethren, to see
to it that there be wo needless jarrings on these
“high places of the field,” lest a cold thrill of sepa.
rating influence be sent into the dependent mass be-
low. Unity of offcial counsel is essential to union ol
subordinate conduct.  DBut whilst no impact of mind,
in those who share the burden of a co-ordinate and
co-active Captainey, can become too close, vet of
course must room be always left, in such an incorpo
ration of living forces —and just because they are
living—for the utmost frankness amd freeness of mu-
tual discussion : ouly ougnt nothing of this room to
be spared lor the clashings of jealonzyv, There is al-
ways an atmosphere in Chureh coarts wherein  fra-
ternal hearts may burn high with emulative love,
but none for the low heart-burnings of antagonistic
hate. There is abundant spaice here for the widest
play of differing opinions, but none for throwing the
war-stones of repelling alicnations.  There is ample
scope for interchanges of charitable forbearance, but
not one foot of ground for hurling the wounding darts
of impatient egotism. There is large opportunity
for n{y}ll_ring the tests of critical examination to pro-
posed measures and means, but not any for rolling
the empty barrels of mere fanlt-finding ; broad acreage
for much planting, but no portion of it can be
yielded for the warring process of pulling up sprout-
ing roots or of felling blossoming trees. Genuine
earnestness in Church management engages itself,
rarely ever, in undoing. 1t lets alone what is well,
and strives mainly to add what is betier. It does
not carp, it constructs ; it does not suspect, but sus-
tains ; 1t does not worry, it works ; does not waste
the past, but awaits the future.  In all true praying,
therefore, for the prosperity which depends upon
unity of connsel aud effort, there must be a remem-
brauce of the many hindering imperfections that are
to be removed, as well as of the many desirable re-
sults that are rode attained. '

3. The third and last element which needs now
Lo be mentioned, as entering cszentially into the idea
of Church prosperity, is its free and steady ond-
growth. Besides soundncss of doctrine, besides
wisely-considered unitedness of action, there must
be propagating spread.  In these respects the life of
the Church resembles that of a healthy human body :
it must have zood blood coursinge through its veins,
and also sympathetic organs whose blending activi-
ties are busy in maintaining, each in its appropriate

lace, the full measure of their common vitality -

at it must also refuse to live lor itself alome, by
seeking timely contact with others, and by showing
itself in all directions & member of the greater body
of mankind. Isolation stifles. A recluse Church 13
nwone. She is bound to extend her warmest haud to
every sister Church, the ntegrity of whose scriptu-
ral standards and the devotedness of whose scriptu
ral spirit are akin to her own, and with these if she
can, or witheat them if she must, is under obligations
to proclaim her Lord to all the world. One of the
very purposes ol her existence i, to expend in be-
half of the myriads outside of her pale those immense
treasures of which she is the respousible steward ;

indeed otherwise, she ha: almost no adeqguate

apology for existing at a!l. And hence, in both
Testaments the nwmerous predictions to this
end. Hence, especially, the importance which has

been attached, and with such eminent reason, to
Christ’s aseension command, whose utterance was al-
most immediately followed by such an exhibition of
the missionary zeal as gave no rest to apostles and
evangelists, until they had set an example of heroic
obedience which the lapse of time has served only to
brighten as an inspiring lesson for all time. If the
animating soul of the Church is the divieity that
dwells at her heart, her worthiness of such a dweller
is declared in the hnmanity that streams from her
upon a pitied race which is erying to her for help : for
it is by the conjunction of her divinity with her hu-
manity that she alone fairly represents the God-man
to whom she claims to be indissolubly wedded. Ob-
scure her divine side, and you spoil her beanty no
more than is done by dimming her human side. At-
tach her only to the skies, and she becomes a elois-
ter ; attach her to the earth alone, and she becomes
a corpse; but attach her in just balance to both, and
she becomes the comprehensive glory of each. Her
light is the light of God ; it has however been kin-
dled to be borne onward and aloft, for the guidanee
of her own steps not merely but for a radiance which
has no limit save the darkness of sin.  Thus the gos-
pel was never intended for a monopoly ; it is, on
the contrary, the gift of a universal property like
the ever-circulating day. 'T'o coufine it 15 to corrupt
it. To amass, is to abase, it. To withhold, is to
waste it, and is to convert it into a carse rather than
to conserve it asa blessing. So true is this, thai
never yet has there been known a body, miscalling
itsell a Church, whose hand, denied to the rescue or
perishing men has not proved a hand of suicide laid
upon itself. Kvery-soul that perishes by reason of
her neglect, is o soul that plants the seed of its des-
.
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Of what good

use are the men who, when showing themselves at
their best, are recognized as mere lookers-on where
others are engaging the foe: or are known only as
loitering murmurers, who, although ready to claim
a share in the prizes that may be gained, will not
venture thunE the safe margin of the fiery fray to
help the struggling winners in its thick : cold, cau-
tious, colorless, cumbersome! It may be well for
the Church statistician to reckon up from year to
year, the hundreds who have been added to the thou-
sands already registered, and to gather into some
imposing total a view of the augmented mass ; and
all concerned ought to be grateful the while for ever
fresh mark of gracious increase. But in the Chure
as elsewhere, people should be weighed rather than
vounted ; and then it would probably be found that
it is the clustered twos and threes, shining here and
there like matunally.revolving stars amid spaces of com-
parative emptiness, whose influence of spiritnal grav-
ity most serves {o maintain the balance of Zion's
attractive and progressive forces. ‘The Moravians
were never numerous, and yet how great their achieve-
ments, how powerful their example, how penetrative
their zeal ! Numbers are desirable, but only when
they constitute a membership whose constancy is as a
law of nature, whose fidelity is as a principle of jus-
tice, and whose working-energy 1s as the movement
of a tireless heart. Multiplied admissions into the
Church ought, therefore, to be regarded not as con-
stituting more a ground for gladness than as farnish-
ing matter for anxiety. Would that our member-
ship were expressed by the very largest figures which
hope itself might name, yet who would not prefer
Gideon’s three hundred devoted followers to those
rejected thousands, who, because they could not be
trusted against the day of need, were sent back to
their homes? Quality has always been more poten.
tential than quantity in enterprises where soul was
more needed than bedy. Tares there are—perhaps
tares there must be—in the best guarded fields of
grain, but it is an “enemy” that sows them, we are
told ; and woe be to that Church which, for the sake
of a boasting and transiént appearance of deceptive
bloom. is in this matter its own encmy !

Nor is a wealthy, necessarily a prosperous, Church.
Other things being equal, an opulent membership
might be ind®ed justly regarded-as occupying an im.
portant vantage position which it were folly to de-
spise. Property sanctified is property serviceable ;
and the more of this kind the better. Otherwise,
however, it may become even a source of weakness,
by fostering a worldly pride in the soil where heav-
enly humility ought alone to grow. Mouney is power
and power indispensable, but it is not always a help-
ful power ; being such only when expended purely
lor the Master'ssake who has Himself taught uns that
He is bettet pleased with the small gifts of the money
unostentatiously dropped into Hiz treasury, than
with the larger offerings of the few who regard the
noisy applause of men as above the silent praise of
God. At any rate, His wisdom is illustrated in the
fact that the controlling mass of His people is com-
posed of those who have comparatively little of this
world's goods—evincing that He, certainly, knows
how to render a Church prosperous without the aid
of such riches as other kingdoms depend upon. Men
of wealth there are among His chosen onés, whose
hearts, as liberally disposed as their means are plen-
tifully bestowed, reveal them to the eye of a thank-
ful admiration as troly noble specimens of consecra-
ted Christian devotion ; but “not many” of these are
called : only emough to show that even in the most
dificult walk of tempted life divine grace has power
to subdue and to transcend. Assuredly, as things
are, no Church is called to mourn over its poverty
as il this were a fatal calamity, nor or the other
hand to rejoice in the possession of distinguished af-
Huence as if this were a principal good. Have not
some of the most flourishing of the historic churches
been these which knew not where, year by vear, to
turn for the maintenance of their worship except to
their treasury in God ? Has it not been so with the
Waldensian Christians ? Was it not so, at least for a
time and that the most fruitful, with the Free Church
of Scotland ? Do we not read that this was the case
with those early churches which Paunl and Barpabas
planted, and with that which, earlicr than these, glo-
rious Pentecost saw guthered? In fact, is this not
true of our own ¥, whieh, althongh emerging
from the war stripped almost 16 nakedness, yet has
pever ceased its successful efforts to advance its col-
umus of spiritual conquest, at home and abroad ?
Poorness is thus a positive blessing sometimes ; a

we are concerned, do any of you exclaim ?
perhaps not.
similar to our own, have not esca
of heresies that have entered through unguarded !
doorways.
ajar the gate where principle may go out to embrace
popularity, and where the seductive voice of soft
cant may come in to rebuke the faithful tongue of
hard candor.
ment begun to usurp the power of scriptaral state-
ment in the matter of cternal punishment? How
far, too, have some gone who would dislocate the
frame of our theology so as to leave space for elevat-
ing some favorite part—such as the doctrine of the
second advent, such as the dectrine of the “higher
life"—to a prominency which threatens to over-
shadow much of the residue ?
farther,mean those marmurings against the sufficicncy
of an ordained ministry on the part of those who

the evangelism of o self-constituted and irrespo
itineracy ¢
sible error creeps to the front; and our prayer for
prosperity has sometimes to be lifted in the face of
the very goodness itself of men who aim to do well
but who are alwys found to do ill in
the extent of their departure from *
paths.”
amended metiods of doctrinal statement, ard in
fresh unfoldings of doctrinal interpretation ; but never
can there be a true

short-cuts threugh t
gubstance.

in such a vita union of all its co-acting
shall, more and
which descries
together and compacted by
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the

body unto the edifying of itself in love.”

community ol doctrinal symbols and in identity
governmenta order, much is already gained, that,
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will be the day whose coming is foretold by some whe
claim to have already beheld the streakings of its
npproaching dawn, in which var enfeebled pulpits
ghall cease to echo the heraldings of men who, strong
with the courage of deep conviction, never suffered

one note, however discordant to the ear of sinful na-

ture, to fall away from the wondrous psalm of that
same salvatien which Panl taught, and for which a
greater than Paul died.
of inspired truth, is toany Church, not more a dictate
of wisdom than a necessity of existence. Let us
have God's word,
voice shall become faint amongst ns, let every other
voice, except that which is raised for the revival of
Hiz, become dumb !

Fidelity to the whole body

or none! If His alldirecting

’I'iw.m is little or no danger on this score, so far as
Well—

r Churches,
he intrusion

But who knows? ()

There is always a temptation to leave

How far, already, has mandlin senti-

And what, te go no

would improve the inspired method by interpolating
nsible

It i by insidious approaches that plau-

roportion to
e good old
Not that there may not be progress in

r}mgrcsa by means of tunneled
e great mountains of doctrinal

2. A second element in Charch prosperity is found
parts s
more  fully, verify that text
“the whole body, fitly joined
that which every joint

part,” making “increase of the
When the

Church has wisible oneness. such as is evinced in
of

measure ol ever

viz., without which there could be no proper more-
menl.  But where, in addition, there exists an inward
principle atv work which is engaged in regulating the

very beatings of the Chuarch’s heart, as is evinced in
this movement being a movement ofsthe entire body
a3 a single mass and towards & common object, still
more is gained, viz., that withbut which there could
be no proper velality. Sameness of knowledge as
to what constitutes a Charch, cousidered as to ar-
ticles of beliel and modes of polity, may exist along
with languor of mutual interest and inefliciency
EVETY way.
orthodoxy, und the most scfiptural organization out-
wardly viewed may be in practice a nullity.
be an exquisite marble statue, as hard and as cold,
although as beautiful : a faultless work of art, but
fixed in its place : an
ing no other upe,

The orthodoxyanay after all be a dead

It may

ject to be admired, but hav-

Now the theory of the Church requires us to sup-

pose that it is the body of Christ informed through-
out with the Spirit of Christ, apart from which in-
forming Spirit & is not different from any other vol-
untary association of men, sell constitated and sell-
guided. In this respect, accordingly, it resembles an
individual believer, who, with all his outward pro-
[essions, is of no vainable seivice nunless he has se.
cured the indwelling presence ot the Holy Ghost:
But when he does
what occurs ?  Why, this: in proportion to the ex-
teut in which he is thus spiritually
esergized not ouly, but in a way that blends the
purpos
that puts into harmonious activity all the parts of
his being for making this concentred determination
effective.
to be placed in o condition rerreﬁl:-nter] by the life of
one of its godly members, wh

possess this life-imparting agent,
rvaded, he is

es of his will into & single determination and

Were the Church as a whole, therefore,

at would. necessarily

blessing not disguised but manifest.

IL. I now pass, however from a consideration of
what does not constitute Church prosperity, to some
suggestions as to what does; although knowing be-
forehand that I am thus about to enter upon terri-

tory less secure to the foot than the

jusg left, and that I might herein walk far without
ful J overtaking the precise object of my search.
outline it is obvious enough, because it is very large ;
but in its many details, if these should all be traced,
there could be no end to the pursuit of that which 1
have in view. I will look at it from only three some-
ints of observation as sufficing for a

what elevated
comprehensive survey of the whole.

1. In the first

» @ true prosperity is found in
the thoughtful purpose of all who represent the
Church to maintain, in its unabridged integrity and

ground 1 have

1.

In

be witnessed ? This: they who rale ruling in con-
cord, and they who serve serving in concert, whilst
both of these parties are in equal agreement with the
ove all-controlling Spirit who sits at the convergent
and uniting centre of all. Granted then a frue
Chuarch, and it ought to prove a wvigorous Chureh,
with its universally diffused vigor manifested in the
mutual sympathy of its several vitalized parts. And,
if this vitality were complete throughout, what would
be further seen? Certainly this: every one~who
helps to constitute the whole would always be found
adjusted to his right place ; and, in achieving therein
each his own unobstructed work, the edifice would
go up apace, story by story, until its cap-stone should
be finally laid in heaven and song. The chiefl prayer
of the Church, is, accordingly, for the Holy Spirit,
if it would be a Church transfused with a life har-

s ALTACned, amerewilh such eminent reason, to
Christ’s ascension command, whose utterance was al-
most immediately followed by such an exhibition of
the missionary zeal as gave no rest to apostles and
evangelists, until they had set an example of heroie
obedience which the lapse of time has served only to
brighten as an inspiring lesson for all time. If the
animating soul of the Church is the divinity that
dwells at her heart, her worthiness of such a dweller
i8 declared in the hnmanity that streams from her

‘upon a pitied race which is erying to her for help : for

it is by the conjunction of her divinity with her hu-
manity that she alene fuirly represents the God-man
to whom she claims to be indissolubly wedded. Ob.
scure her divine side, and you spoil her beauty no
more than is done by dimming ler human side. =~ At-
tach her only to the skies, and she becomes a el ois-
ter ; attach her to the earth alone, and she becomes
a corpse; bat attach her i just balance to both, and
she becomes the comprehensive glory of each. Her
light is the light of God; it has however been kin-
dled to be borne onward and aloft, for the ruidance
of her own steps not merely but for a radiance which
has no limit save the darkness of sin. Thus the FOs-
pel was never intended for a monopoly ; it is, on
the contrary, the gift of a universal property like
the ever-circulating day. To confine it 15 to corrupt
it. To amass, is to abase, it. To withheld, is to
waste it, and is to convert it into a curse rather than
to conserve it as a blessing. So true is this, thai
never yet has there been known a body, miscalling
itsell a Church, whose hand, denied to the rescue or
perishing men has not proved a hand of suicide laid
upon itself. Kvery soul that perishes by reason of
her neglect, is a soul that plants the seed of its des-
truction in her own bosom.

Beyond all question, the Church, when seripta.
rally viewed, is that one institution for which man-
kind ought to be more grateful than for all others
combined. Ina sense that is far from being merely
figurative, she presents a continued incarnation of
the Lord of glory; she both personates and illus-
trates Him, by perpetuating His wvisibility ; she /s
He, as a bride is her husband. But how can she
verify herself to be all this, uwless, like the Head
with whom she is identified, she takes into the em-
bracings of a boundiess love the entire family which
she is His arm to serve and save? And, in prepor-
tion as this arm is shortened, in the same propoition
does it become shriveled ; to lose, by and by, its an-
used strength altogether in a paralysis for which
there is no remedy except the shameful remedy
of death! In a word, her unceasing outgrowth of
activity for Christ iz but another expression for in-
dicatin® her exteading growth towards the perfee-
tion of Christ's own beneficence :—and in the ad
vancing degrees of this heavenlgbeneficence are to
be traced the corresponding degrees of Ler earthly
prosperity. Iorshe prospers only when she spir-
1tually lives ; she thus lives only when she graciounsly
acts; and she acls in entire trucness to her lofty
character, only when ehe is prepared with those feet
of swiltness which shall carry her, burdened with the
care of all souls, areund the habitable earth. Talk,
then, of prosperity—a prosperity worthy of the name
—when the hosts of Zion substitute mere dreams of
conquest for its ever-enlarging rveality, or where their
easy resolves to go forward to possible victories are
suffered to take the place of the vigorous and per.
sistent march. 'This were /all indeed! As well
speak of health when air is withheld from the smoth-
ered lungs, or of strength when exercise iz denied to
the despouding limbs. In vain are your evangelical
doctrines, empty are your fraternal unities, unless
these are caused to melt into agencies of holy enter-
prise which shall How from rill to floed in unceasing
expansion. .

Fhﬂ‘i‘ﬂ now done. Irom othier puints of approach
might my subject have been differently, and perhaps
better seen. But in what has been said, all that
was needful to the purpose in hand has been at least
suggested to minds more fruitfol than my own. 1t
has not been forgotten in this discussion, you will
have perceived, that the Church has no original
power of her own, but is at every step dependent
upon that almighty Spirit who alose imparts a true
unity to His people, who alose vitalizes an other-
wise dead doetrine. and who alone energizes all sne-
cessful activity. Bot neither has that truth been
torgetten which it is even more important to recol-
lect because more likely to slip from the thoughts,
viz : that the Church, although un agent whiose duty
is the daty of an appeinted servant, is by no means a
passive instrument in the hands of her Master, as if
she possessed no real life of her own: an imparted
and a dependent life, truly, but node the less a re-
spousible life. The Church is, therefore, capable
of sinning and of receiving punishment, or of freeing
her skirts from blame and of receiving praise, She
is a doer for Gzod as no other ol his creatures iz, and
albeit when she has dowe her best for [im there is
herein no place for pride. yet when she falls short of
this there is then room for shame. Let her pray,
therefore, for needed prosperity, and pray urgently,
because such prosperity is indeed of the Lord's sov-
ereign bounty ; but then it is no more a gift granted
to kneeling prayer than it is a reward bestowed upon
deserving labor ; and where this labor is lacking that
prayer is presuming.
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