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CORRESPONDENCE.

CrarksvILLE, TEXNEssEE, June 16, 1886
_ Rev. Dr. Joseph R. Wilson—Dean Broraer—Under instruc-
tions from the Board of Directors of the Southwestern Presbyte-

rian University, a copy of the address delivered by you when

inaugurated (in June, 1885) as Professor of Theology in this

Institution, is hereby requested for publication. Th
delay in preferring this request has bfen quite urllvni:al:?f.mued
Very truly yours,
Joux N. WapbpeL,
Ch’n of Executive Committee.

CLARKSVILLE, TENNESSEE, June
I.i.'f’f'. Dr. John N. Waddel—Dear BrorHEr—I m::;nltsﬁ-the
publication of my Inaugural Address, even at this late day, in the
.hnpe. that its contents may not be unaceceptable, as settin : forth
in brief outline, the conservative character of that Thaulogf whic]::
I am here to teach. Sincerely yours,

Josern R. WiLsox.

Inaugural Address.

Gentlemen of the Board of Directors— _

The University which is under your care has attracted the
pleased attention of the friends of progressive education through-
out the country; and its growing importance is a source of satis-
faction to many who have no interest in its prosperity otber than
that which, in large minds, springs from a gratified public spirit.
From a number of our States students have already been attracted
to its several schools, and the magnet which has drawn these is
destined to be felt throughout a constantly widening circle of
influence. It needs not to be said that much of the success which
has thus far been achieved, is due to the able Faculty of your se-
lection, at whose head appears the name of one who has the entire
confidence of all those to whom it has been given to know how to
reverence wisdom, or respect dignity, or recognize emineney. I,
therefore, cannot but be conscious of a glow of pardonable pride
in view of an official connection with this rising Institution and
these superior men.

Yet it has been with the recoil of an unaffected timidity that
[ have accepted the Professorship upon whose active duties I am
soon to enter; even the timidity which, true to the derivation of
the word, implies the presence of a certain fear. The shrinking
of my apprehensions is, however, not ocecasioned by the fact that
the business of professorial instruction is in itself one to which I
have hitherto been unaccustomed. On the contrary, my past
life has been greatly eariched by the pleasures of class-room
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teaching: and I have had abundant opportunity to discover
that as no service, when discharged thoroughly, is harder, so
wh:zm not dispatched perfunctorily, there is none more f;mi-
nating. The trepidation to which I confess is, in a large
degree, due to quite another comsideration ; to this: that it is
expected of me to fulfill a task which no predeces:or has un-
dertaken —to prosecute a journey for which there is no trodden

path, and in which my steps are to be those of a pioneer.

The work assigned me is a work hitherto wholly untried
Instructors in theology there are many : beginners in this depurl::
ment of knowledge there huve been to whom no toregoing pre-
ceptor lzas declared the way, nor is this the only University in
connection with which a movement has progressed similar to that
on whose threshold we are now standing. Nevertheless, the fact
remains that the Church with which you and I are mn‘ueuted-—
nor any portion of it—has heretofore inaugurated what is now
incipient at this place. It is a novelty in the history of Preshy-
terianism. In advancing this statement, I am not unmindful of
those renowned Scoteh universities wherein chairs of theology
have long been occupied by men of brilliancy and of puwer—-_ui a
theology, too, which is, in all essential respects, distinctively like
that of our own. These institutions are, however. of Cmesar’s
headship rather than® of Christ’s. Nothing that m;tchaﬂ them

therefore, wounld be tolerated in this land of unfettered ﬂhriatiar:
freedom : nothing that makes the Church a pensioner of the
Statu_a. The theological “Seminary” we have had in its stead—a
species of organization which, until after the Disruption in Secot-
land, was peculiar to America—and institated by our Presbyterian

fathers at a time when there was no alternative choice: if there
was to be a perpetuation of an educated ministry, this wholly

novel device seemed indispensable. And some are bold to predict

that the hour will, one day, strike when the conventnal Seminary-

Plﬂ:!l must be abandoned for something wider and freer, for a plan

which shall place students of divinity in contact, at n;ﬂre points
than now, with the world around them: as, it might easily be
shown, ought to be the case. Certain it is, however, that by the
arrangement here making—for putting a course of theology in
concurrent connection with the usual schools of a University series
—you will be the first in the history of our Chureh to prepare a
practical answer to the question whether there shall be a signal

departure from the customary policy. And, whilst it furnishes
occasion for gratulation, that the independent euterprise of these
Southwestern Synods has thus eutered upon a path which is lined
apon no guiding chart,—yet, just at this point it is, that my dis-
quietings find their awakening and their toreboding—lest, in such
hands as mine, an experiment upon whose sinccess so much muy
depend should become perplexed and marred, and the sceptical
watchers shall have it to say : “Aha! it was not worth the trial.”
But, happily, there is always to be had the help that descends
from the mightiest of all, on whose sustaining arm the humiblest
of His servants, who does what he can to help himself, may confi-
dently rely. I am sure, too, of encouragement from my brethren,
to many of whom I am indebted for such assurunces of sympathy
and support as might almost serve to embolden cowardice itself.
And yet, whatsoever one’s upholdings when undergoing guch a
trust, he must needs be appalled, not alone by reason ot the nov-
elty of his position and the peculiar responsibility it involves, but
also because of the labor that is required for the mastery of a
science which, in addition to its own inherent ambiguities, is con-
stantly pressed with new questions that demand the utmost re-
sources of the very widest scholarship.

There is, however, not a little comfort derivable from the fact
that the truths 1 am to handle are not still awaiting the initiative
of an original exploration ; for, the patient industry and practiced
learning of the past have not merely brought these truths forth
into large and distinet view, but, to an extent almost exhaustive,
have ascertained their interdependent relutions and exhibited many
of their finest harmonies. So that, with respect to nearly all of
them, there is now needed, not so much the painstaking discov-
erer, or the inventive systematizer, as the trustful follower and
the thoughtful imitator. What, therefore, the occupant of this
chair shall lack in brilliancy of adventure among the clouds that
may seem to hang upon the horizon of his extensive subject,
ought to tind its compensation in his conservative hold upon the
secure ground of established certainty, where there is room enough,
and to spare, for the largest building which intellectual fervor—
like that of Thomas Chalmers—ever erected ; or speculative fancy
—like that of Edward Irving—ever adorned.

But what is this fixed theology, whose basis is at once so broad

and so trustworthy? It had been my purpose to select a few of



Its most vital points, and diseuss these somewhat in extenso. But i
1s better, I think, to indicate in more general deseri ti ’ h]t
tharnc_ter ?f_ the theology to which it shall be m ¥ aim tol:ldin v
regarding it in its entirety, as bei ng less formal and more aatiafnai_
not unl}:', hut. also because time is thus saved and tedium nvn‘;de:iy
i It _mlghl, indeed, ‘be ituﬂicieut simply to state that the theolo :
which I am referring is strietl y biblical in every portion of o
structure, and as to the very atmosphere which bm:al:l':zea th # “:
it all. _ Inasmuch, however, as it is a fact that, with mm:luug
exmptmn,_the many differing theological systems which ulniiﬂt';
?; evangelical (and even some which can make no such claim) do
[II ewise profess tu'hnd _their own vindication in what this sam
ul%hm: llllthﬂrlz}ﬂs, it i; necessary to be more explicit. :
evlogy, then, which I regard i
and most distinetly, the seal of agt?ivi:: P‘::E;‘:Ei':lﬂ:l;:ﬁﬂg
f:;ri: st;dent of ::reed-l:.:i stocy as the Pauline; and :whnﬂe charac-
reﬂ;::u;:iurﬂa are quite unmistakable, if, for nothing else, by
il einvi?; ;e::;:g:tﬂl: ha.l.vl, rzc:ived from the numerous foes
| . » It has had to contend. Or, let
:. tll;: t:m;lugj of the Reformation,—as inore completely illul:iat:ﬂ:
¥ be wingle than by bold Luther ; as lifted into finer promi-
nence by Knu_.t the hardy than by Cranmer the hesitating : and
t_hg.- cardinal principles of which the agency of undaunted 5’1’:”?1
litte was, long betore their day, chosen to revive amid the ash " ;'
an apparently expiring Christianity—whilst now and i “ 1
martyrs as the erudite Huss and the eloquent Lai;ima::l l;:: 1Eii:

translited for them into those ho
i rses of fla :
nostrils lights the world to this day. me, the fire of whose

Or, name it, if you please, the th
Ame it, eology of protesti
of t-:;ln‘venu:;t{l:u_? Seotland, of uuuul;er—rerfgustrl;m H:;Ignfdar?::aj;
nothing of Calvauistic Ger.eva that modern but i :
o _ t improved Athan-
asian Alexandria—the theolo ' - i e
: gy which fed the faith and f
ﬂ:t hupeI: a:nd t;;:urtlﬁﬂi the courage of a “thﬁa-aaith-tha-Lu:;’?l;?]d
cestry, the intelligence, the intrepidit 1uspiri "
Hig ¥, the inspiring activi
wlrlmse ml".mat pmty_ have never been e;eelled-—fhe Eell-trli::ﬁhf
: nﬂ i:lgehfnn?* signalizes our unequalled Catechisms and pre
ut Confession—and whose most conspi :
10— picuous glory w
Lhe first, what it still is, the glory of the ﬂmsra--thge t!?&ult:‘;ff:‘;::
as steadfastly refused to tolerate at the atlar of a sin-bearing

sacrifice, any Priest ; or on the throne of redeeming sovereignty
?
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any King; or within the sanctuary of the soul itself, any Prophet
—who shall shadow however dimly, or rival, however distantly,
the all-sufficient Lord Jesus Christ, apart from whom, whether
viewed in His voluntary humiliation or in Ilis wonderful exalta-
tion, no sinner can ever be saved and no believer can ever he
sainted. It is that theology, therefore, the central facts of which
are the creation of man, his fall in the representative first, and
his recovery in the vicarious second, Adam:—and these sur-
rounded by a circle of doctrines wherein emerges the necessity for
repentance, for a new birth, for union with Christ, for the indwel-
ling Spirit, for entire sauctification through appointed means oi
grace—to say nothing of that surprising eschatology which dis-
closes the mystery of death, declares the millenium, depicts the
final judgment, divides the curtain beyond which are beheld the
raptures of heaven and the regrets of hell, the one the perfection
of happiness because the perfection of holiness, the other the per-
fection of grief because the perfection of guilt. Itis that theology,
morecver, which is at once a proclamation of man’s personal re-
sponsibility because of his free agency, and of (God's absolute and
universal rule because of His essential supremacy :—the theology
which publishes, without attempting to explain, the unity of the
God-head as immanent in three co-equal persons, and to view
their several self-distributed places in the completed plan of re-
deeming love :—the wholé issui: 2 in a visible Church, whose mem-
bers, entering by baptism, and composed of professing believers
and their offspring, are known to belong to the invisible Church
by the visible fruits of their holy living.

Such, then, (with omissions some of which are inferentially
suppliable, and others which, being left out, do not affect the
general portraiture) is a sketch of that grand theology which is
familiar and precious to the thoughts of all those biblical experts
who are neither Prelatist nor Independent, Arminian nor Socinian,
Antinomian nor Legalist, Formalist nor Fatalist; Quietist nor
Rationalist :—a theology which is also a philanthropy, but which
is not & mere philosophy or a mere morality :—and which, at
every point, rests upon that infallible Seripture from whose arbit-
rament there is no appeal as for whose authority there is no
substitute : consequently a theology from whose well defined paths
if your professor shall at any time swerve, let him be promptly



silenced, for you will not dare to ahsolve him, “though he were
an angel from heaven.”

What then ? Why, this: your voice unites with mine in a
plea for conservatism, the maintenance, unimpaired, of that great
body of sacred lessons which has been given into our hands by
the orthodox belief of many preceding generations as an invalua-
ble deposit, freely to profit by but never to be profaned. Nor
need we fear that thus we shall lay the grasp of arrest upon and
shackle the limbs of our Church’s advaucement in whatsoever
direction she may propose to move for the spiritual subdual of
the world. That doctrinal conservation is not inconsistent with
practical aggressiveness, let the entire‘history of Presbyterian ex-
rloit, in every field of controversy and of conquest, loudly attest,
Or, if the lzck of readiness as to our forward works has some-
times seemed to throw discredit upon the calm repose of our faith,
the blame is not traceable to a fettered theology, only to a frozen
piety. At uny rate, in these later fermenting days, when the
temptations are so sharp and so imperative, to indulge in sensa-
tional departures from “the faith which was once (i. e. once for
all) deliverad to the saints,” the conviction cannot be impressed
too strongly upon cur minds, that alone by walking “in the good

old paths” is there either ultimate safety or present satisfaction.
Every qualified theological preceptor may, indeed, be permitted to
elaborate in his own idiosyneratic way the several truths of which
he shall treat, just as the competent preacher, to quiet the de-
mands that are cunstantly being made for newer moulds of thought,
may be allowed to enforce his pulpit themes by conformable
methods of illustration. But it is one thing to alter a superan-
nuated fashion of doetrinal dress—although even this requires to
be done with shears of caution—and quite another to repair the
texture of the cloth itself, as if this, too, were worn out. The
gold of divine things may sometimes, when the dust of ages is
dimming it, be freshly polished ; but, in the process, there must be
no portion of its precious mass rubbed away. The oldest estab-
lished and truest theology may, without detriment, be occasion-
ally submitted to the alembic of hitherto untried tests: but never
when ‘the least waste shall thereby occur. It is no foe to a
fertile fancy that would only decorate it ; but its wise friends will
Dot consent to any material change in the effort to reform it.

inali ic in it with fresh argnments 1s b
s “Tg““::;tfh::“;i::}ﬂul::*lillzi?:;?;;'u:hiuh. not content with thla%
bﬂmmwa ‘-l'“[:. u;i ©or to mend it is to be warred off. The ark ",-
? ; be tllt into u “new cart,” as when it was hr_cmght out o
i?)?n[:d“fh’ﬂ IEIHEE; but it needs no anxious Uzzah, 1-1:.'|th .ﬂlﬂ plaus-
ible hand, to prevent the appointed oxen from Eh?::lilﬁi ;L e
d precisely here emerges a Wﬂlghl}" reason fo -
—— inistry a thorougl: theolugical training—not a
s f“t“!:ﬂthﬂls m}’ be trunstused with the great pnﬁnmplea the_s:
;l:tt(th::pouund nuﬁ impress, but that they may :u h-e :;ﬁ]?ﬂi
ing an articulated system, at the sight © _
':;f:t; 1;2;151):;1 %E the less incited to the bad 'I:J'Dﬂ;ut tar:i:r::f
with it. lleresy is a malaria that may float in t edpu”d mm:
Not often, however, is heresy the trﬂspn.ug-t of a sn'utn . :. B —
rehensive scholarship  Nearly always it is the fruit of ig -
. ffect due to a limited horizon. The apmftlen thE[lIﬂ:E“
e were they not prone before their minds were fully en-
rh,“:j:fs What a difference between Peter 13he petu‘lanli dEll‘:Il.:::
alfn:li Pete;- the Pentecost preacher ;r l:h? t;plst:z:zﬁrjﬂ;}; -
inki e shadow of the ¢
tWﬂﬂ“IJ“:;: :;T;liislﬁeif;; tt:.!mull the Old Teatan:mnt harpy ul:ﬂ.
;‘WH{E New Testament hero! Those men whn,t Im m:lr:'mﬁ?ﬁ
the Church, have aspired to be teachers betore they st i

d been adequately taught—it has been as a mirac : h;m
hpmﬂ of constructive genius or of vivid imagination, t l?; -
not become heretics almost as scon as thfey bec:l}ma !:I.El'l ﬂ;ﬂ,

i in of false doctrines, to which in all sincerity pe I:E
b;mgerzr;“:mdy to swear, because they were m::t familiar wxu
th:ym;htier true. You will find, th‘arefctra, that I::»l lt_lI::ﬂ:I;t;:“

llv been the chair where solid learning sits a soun g o
:aﬁ the most to fear. Sciolism is the mnthm;uf thn!; pfeauhn:tpmr
which refuses to “let the well-enough alone; and l‘i 111 ;: - i
arrogance of presumption that essays to recnnatru:m S —-—
honored standards of ours which, having _dﬂne m:;. e

n so many of the high places of contention, con mh e it
“pﬁ unimpaired as ever they were, are indeed .nll the rig A
ﬂ;l better because of the blows they have raﬂ?wed_ and w; fﬂ]":
: aBut it may now be asked, does conservatism in th::: ogy i
bid tha; this great science shall, to any great ;:ted:tti,“ ju:t.w:-i i
sive, requiring that it must always remain at a stan
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we find it, without the possibility of accretion or of that power of
{:mwt:h which belongs to all things that live? 1Is it ﬂl!‘Ellld
fect, and thus susceptible of 10 manner or degree of imrmp::
ment?  Has it put forth ali its branches or perfected all itarl'}ud ;
_Hn thoughtful man will reply to such questionings by an un BI.-
ied affirmative answer. We are, indeed, bound mji)eliereqt?;
the l::l:l‘(lil‘]l.l] tenets of Christianity admit of no modification wha:-
soever, seeing that they are the manifest product of infallible wis-
dom. Buat who will venture to say that the time shall never com
—that a clearer day shall never dawn—when some of these ahnl?
be luftter understood than they are at present? And with an ad
vancing elucidation, the science whose office it is to make ktmwn-
not to create, must ot course advanee with equal step. Thus the'
measure of “progress” to which our existing theology ean ;'n
er}.}r look forward, must be due to a deeper insight into inapirf-d
:%npture itself—an insight which may issue in requirin flea-s
Illﬂ{'leqt:!:ﬂe statement of the obscurer doctrines, whilst pl‘lfdl]ﬂill
a still livelier persuasion of what is fundamen,t.ul along with 4
broader comprehension of the whole articulated i‘:ody Ef aacre;
trut.ll. Improved exegetical apparatus, in a word, i= likely to
m_ihleve almost every desirable result: whether in' showin Ith
Bible to h-e nowhere inconsistent with itself : or in diaplayilf it:
nu;{cm:d with the established facts that illustrate nataral law ; Er in
winning from its foes so much of debatable ground as ma ,et on
this _hand or on that, remain as an object of dispute. Thitris 1r:m
cepting the existing Seripture canon, as we demonstratel miustq
and as it has been aceepte by evangelieal Christendom fr{;m th :
first, ubique, semper, ab omnibus ; and resting, as also we unhesit 5
t nglylmu.]st, upon the evidence of its divine and literal inapirati{:u‘
the pﬂ-nmpnl call which is made upon modern scholarship is fn;
rendier!ug more perspicuous, here and there, the exact meaning of
th_e finished Seripture’s original wordj ng. Bo far, therefore asgthe
amgnceﬁnf theology includes the ever-extending aa.;ienee of e'r;te r
fation, 1t 1s progressive, and no further than this. il
.We need, accordingly, nothing of such *‘higher eriticism.”
:whmh, not content with illuminating the purport, with aa-:-ertai:l-
ing the lrn.acise sense of God’s word, audaciousl y ﬂ,uu-geata an alto-
g_ether different word, by dint of denying its then;neuﬁtin inte
rity and by the wild endeavor to reduce to a rank with the mereig-
apocryphal, the Penteteuch even, to substitute for this keying
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portion of the mighty arch of revelation certain dream-fictions of
its own. High criticism this! It is not genuine criticism at all—
which, when true, ocenpies the attitude of a witness not that of a
lawgiver, of a historian not of an oracle—at any rate, 18 not a
speciovs defamer of the truth it professes, however loosely, to
hold, but only it« ionest declarer ; or else its surrenderer altogether,
which in these days much of what is called the best criticism
actually is.
lIaving thus said enough for justifying my occupancy of the
chair to which I have been assigned—if such justification be found
in the sincere heartiness of an unreserved subscription to those
standards of our Presbyterian orthodoxy which, in the future as
in the past, are to be regarded as unchangeable, except in the one
open direction of an enlarging knowledge of its various contents—
I am now about to relieve your attention, leaving unsaid much
more that might be permitted, in the way of expanding or of il-
lustrating what has been so partially discussed. -
Only, before resuming my seat, I will take the liberty of invi-
ting your thoughts, for u few moments, to a question of impor-
tance which was purposely left unnoticed when adverting to the
kopeful fact that you are begiuning in this University a new era
in theological education—by no longer isolating it, as has been
the case with our Chureh heretofore, and still is elsewhere. Is it
exhaustive of your design to furnish a convenience for the study
of theology to those only who shall have the gospel ministry in
their professional prospect? This I presume it must mainly be,
but not, I trust, exclusively. For, let me ask, has not the time
come—nay, did it not come much earlier than now—when the
immense science of which I have been speaking ought not to be
regarded as, in view of a complete education, essentially different
from the sciences, say, of law and medicine and ergineering ?
Ought it to be longer classed with the merely technical or the
purely vocational ? All persons have occasion, now and then, to
heal the sick, or even to prepare a case at law, or to project a
road, but who is not always in need of a sound theology upon a
knowledge of which he is, at every turn of life, dependent—de-
pendent at the very core and centre of his being—and by the
light of which his very eternity is illumined? It would, of
course, not be possible to instruct fully the multitudes in this
branch of necessary learning. These must obtain what they can,
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as they can, of its easier lessons from triendly neighbor or faithful
preacher, or fingered Bible: and, thank God, they do, many of
them by one means or another, find the right way amid a thou-
sand obstacles. Yet, suppose there were a large and ever en-
larging class of persons—merchants, farmers, physicians, politi-
cians, lewyers—who, scattered through the land, should be so
versed in the truths of a theology like ours as to be competent to
indoctrinate others al=o, or, at the least, to guard, where Qceasion
oftered, ugainst unsuspected error, what & new face society must
by and ‘by wear! How much stronger. too, would be our
churches. with men in the pew as able perhaps as the men in the
pulpit, to apprehend and to expound the m of saving love!
Nor would infidelity have so tree ,a field, when laics, such as the
late Judee Black, as well as clerics, were, leader-like, champion-
ing the cause ot God—the layman being, indeed, all the mightier be-
cause of his supposed more disinterested und unpaid volunteering.

But, however all this may be, it has, in my judgment, become
well-nigh indispensable: the addition to a liberal education of a
theological schooliug, which is the placing of a roof upon the
otherwise unfinishad scholarly house, if not of an essential bracing
wall to hold it up and to make it habitables Or, to change the
figure, the ordinary scholarship, however complete and heavily-
freighted, will, without this balancing adjunet, run always as an en-
dangered ship, upon its beam-ends, to be wrecked, perhaps, at last,

Let the departure you are making be a great one—the great-
est possible—and the voice of it go forth as an invitation to all
young men to resort hither for a training the most thorough that
can be obtained, if they will accept theology as the finish to their
classics, as not here, at least, an esoterie study to be imparted to the
inner few whilst denied to the outside many. But, enough.

I had a dear friend who, an honored theological professor
during a decade of highly useful years, and completed just before
hie passed to his reward, entered upon his daties with a trembling
solicitude similar to that which is a part of my experience to-day.
I allude to the Rev. Dr. A. B. VanZandt - the closing words,
slightly altered, of whose maugural address, delivered at New
Brunswick in 1872, I fittingly adopt as my own :

“Immediate results that shall meet the desires and gladden
the heart of the Church, are more than I can promise. The issne
18 with God ; and, without the alvantage of a name or reputation
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in this new field of labor, I must cast myself upon HIB-EI':;:, I:::!
aupon the forbearance of His people. 'I_'n my brethmr:n i v
istry, and especially to those by whose mﬁ_umma ; nl::‘.il,:::]'nge:w..I

rnpo:mihility has been laid upon me, I clllﬂ'l the nghﬂﬂt :ﬂ ﬂﬁ;
And, by all their personal regards. by their mhhﬁI:d o o

mu:g institution, the prosperity of which is iden =i

gfthe Churck in whose ranks we together serve her ado d:im o;
I importune them, whilst I utter the earnest and utmost

a burdened heart in those touching and comprehensive words of
an apostle: ‘brethren, pray for us.
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