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THE Geneval Assem nhly of the Preshyterial Church iD the
Tnited States when met 2 Houston, Texas, 1D May, 1885,
justructed commitied of its own merabers 10 arrange fov
quayter- _centermial services commemoramve of the owemizat'mn
of the General Assembly.” Typon the recommendahon of this

cominities; it was naninonsty resolved that such services he

held in Mays 1886, n connection with the p1oceedm<r5 of the

Assembly of that year; and that the Rev. Dr- . M. Palmer,
the Rev. Dr- J. N Waddel, and ihe Rev. D¥- Joseph B~
Wilson, GuTTIVIng officers of the frst Assembly of 1861, be
1’equested 1o deliver 2 addresses APPY opriate to the ogoasion:
Accorcliﬂgly, the twenty-ﬁfth Assembly, convened, a8 the
Ayt was, iR the First Presbyterian Cpureh of Aucmsta,-
Georglia; deswnated the 25th day of May, 1 1886, for the 86T~
vices indicated s and the addresses Were uttered i the order in

rhich, by divectied of the Agsemblys they are DOV pnbhbhed
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MEMORIAL ADDRESS.

Me HoworED DRETHREN !

WERE this the 4th day of December, 1886, it would we
just one quarter of a century sinee the first of onr
Youthern General Assemblies met—mef in this charming city
of Angusta, Wwhose ZeNErous homes were then, as they are
now, abounding with hospitality—met within this same spa-
cions sanctuary, whose venerable walls till expand with those
embraces of welcome which the lapse of time has not wearied.
This snrrounding grove, 100, has remained woaltered, except
that some of its ancient oaks have yielded to yonder ample
bailding, which, even more than the wide foliage it has dis-
placed, 18 thonght to decorate the ground. ' _
Tt is surely ftting thab at this time, on this historical spot,
with these memorable sarroundings, there shouid be gome sig-
nalization of the origin of our highest Church conrt, by this
its twenty-fifth snccessor. Of its origin, do T say In a very
imyportant senge—No, but rather itg continuation under new
and unprecedented conditions; for who of us is willing to al-

" low that the year 1861, = period so comparatively recent,

marks the beginning of our oxistence as a portion of the
American Presbyterian Cluweh? For onr ancestry on this
continent we can look backtoa date prior to that which records
the establishment of any other ccclesiastical body with which
we might care to own a family relationship. Almost two hun-
dred years ago-—not later certainly than the opening of the
eighteenth century—that mother Presbytery from which we
derive oar immediate lineage, was constituted. But how, from
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a small seed, the prolific Church of oup forefathers grew nnts
its frnitful limbs overspread ang blessed all the land, T need
not stop to describe, nor to tel] With what gratitnde we of
the South were wont to count the bulwarks of our mighty Zion,
48, bLristian common
to shelter many myriads of Ohrist’s trye
those doctrines of o

I priceless faith w
decrees of God. In the sacreq ne

1o the sweep of a vast O wealth, they served
veople, and to defend
bich are as old as the

morials of that time-honored
chureh we still shape A goodly heritage, whicl we and our

children after ug cay never afford to surrender. Her Biblical
Institutions, the sainted names that illustrate her aunals, her
spiritual cohquests, her entire testimony as the Witnessing
Bride of her risen Lord, ave securely cur own in which to
rejoice, to say nothing of that steadfast Confession. and those
salutary Catechisms, handed down from ancestops who, when
oceasion called, knew

how to die for their imperishabldtruths,
as by them they had also known how to live.

Bat still we have an origin that is peculia
there came & day—or was 1t & night, sad and dark, yet ot
withoot its stars —in which, one by one, s MInority of -the =
old Presbyteries, 80 long artienlated as-maembers of & commnion
body, felt themselves compelled to separate from the others,
the justifying causes of which divisive act it were useless at
this time to diseygs, When, however, in the irresistible prov-
idenice of God, the dislocating wrench as made, it left forty-
seven of the constitient parts of the now. disrnpted whole
scattered -over elaven States. And these it wag which, not
content to remain Isclated, 45 untrue to their ingrained and
mutually atiractive Presbyterian-ism,' came, by their

tatives, to the Place where we oW sit, to be reunite

eneral Assembly which they s
ously concerted to Inaugurate, and tl
y g ’
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a small seed, the prolific Church of our forefathers grew until
its froitful lmbs overspread and blessed all the land, T need
not stop to describe, nor to fel] with what gratitude we of
the South were wont to count the bulwarks of our mighty Zion,
as, in the sweep of a vast Christian commonwealth, they served
to shelter many myriads 6f Christ’s true people, and to defend
those doctrines of ouy Priceless faith which are as old as the
decrees of God., Tnp the sacred memorials of that time-hovored
chureh we still share a goodly heritage, which we and onr
childven after us can never afford to surrender. Ter Biblical
institutions, the sainted rames that illustrate Ler annals, her
spiritnal conguests, her entire testimony as the Witnessing
Brids of her risen Lord, ar
rejoice, to say nothing of that steadfast Confession and those
salutary Catechisms, handed down from ancestors who, when
occasion called, knew how to die for their imperishabldtrnths,
a8 by them they had also known Low to live
But still we have an origin

that is peculiar to ourselves; for
there came a day—or 1as it & night, sad and dark, yet not
without its starsi—in which, one hy one, a minority of the
old Presbyteries, so long articnlated as members of a common
body, felt themeelves compelled to separate from the others,
the justifying canses of which divisive act it trere useless at
this time to disengss. When, however, in the irresistible prov-
idence of God, the dislocating wrench was made, it left forty-
seven of the constituent parts of the now disrapted whole
scattered over eleven States. And these it ras which, not
eontent to remain isolated, a5 untrue to their ingraiced and
mutually attractive Presbyterianism, came, by their represens
tatives, to the place where we 00w sit, to be reunited in that
new and narrower (General Assembly which they simultane-
ously cencerted to inaugurate, and thus o signalize at once
their reserved independence and their reciprocal accord. A-
to what has since ceenrred in the Wway of attempting to vestore
in part the sharply-severed intercourse with those whom we
thus left, nothing may now be said, except that we are always

at liberty to reaffirmi ou Christian good-will to God’s people

-evei-ywhere,

and warmly concerned.
=Ll
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n his mental ctracture might he traced many
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: ) O'E\.iJlSt threa
effect a union in a General Agsembly with their sister Proshytericand in defence 85 od the Tight

in the South. {he Asserbly aseum

r of
*2. That these Presbyteries gend commissioners, according ot ejrery m: m;;d not in the
the former rule of representation, to a General Assembly, fo heln the SF&. eea upon § federate SU
held in the city of Augusta, in the Tirst Preshyterian Church, oy Hight oM ding within the.qofl rolations est
the 4th day of December next; and that the Rev. Dr. B. M. Palmer, 2 t0 thosf 1511 <iew of the PO faen
as principal, or the Rev. Dr. Wilson, (pastor of said church,) be’ ﬂ-easoll&bgmtes‘,,

requested to preach the Obening sermon, and to preside until the Py oS
Assembly be organized and a moderator and clerk be chosen.

*“3. That the Rev. Drs. Waddel and Gray, of the Freghytery of
Memphis, and Dr. J oseph Jones, of Augusta, Ga., ruling elder, be
a committee of commissions to examine the credentials of ail who
may present fhemselves af that meeting; and that these brethren
be requested to be Present, in the First Preshyterian Church in ‘
the city of Angusta, on the evening previous to the meeting of the
General Assembly.

“4. That the Presbyteries which have passed an act renoune-
g the jurisdiction of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America, do declare that in that
act they did not design $o withdraw from their sister Presbyteries
mn the South, nor to dissclve their Synods.

“That all the Presbyteries in the Oonfederate States send up
their records to their respective Synods, for review, and that the
Synods confirm the action herein proposed.”

The Convention (in explanation of the motives for organizing a
new Assembly) after quoting what is known as the “Spring reso-
lution,” adopted the following :

“By this act of the Assembly [at Philadelphia, May 1861] alarge
proportion of the Chuarches under ifs care felt themselves aggrieved,
not because they disputed the right of the Assembly to give s de-
liverance upon any question of duty growing out of their several re-
lations, civil, social and ecclesiastical, but because, during o state
of war between two sections of the confederacy formerly lmown ag
the United States of America, one of which had found it necessary
to withdraw from the other, to establish an independent govern-
ment of its own, and to resort to arms in maintenande of its rights,






