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No. 1015 Main street, opposite the Tost Office. 

/ TERMS: 
Three Dollars a year; six months, $1.50; 

three months, 75 cents; payable in advance. 

Ministers of the gospel, $2.50. 
Payments may be made to local agents wher- 

ever practicable; all ministers of our Church are 

authorised to act as such. Or by checks, Post- 
office money orders, or letters Registered by 
Postmaster. Otherwise it must be at the risk of 
the party sending it. 

Obituaries charged at ten cents a line. The 
party sending can make the estimate by count- 

ing eight words to a line. Payment in advance.' 
Advertising rates furnished on application to 

the office. 
Communications and letters on business should 

be addressed to Central Presbyterian, Box 
37, Richmond, Va. 

Richardson & Southall, 
Editors and Proprietors. 

[Entered at the Post-Office at Richmond, Va., as 

second-class matter,] 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Letter from Rev. Dr. R. L. Dabney. 
Gottingen, June 24th, 1880. 

Messrs. Editors,—It is said that old 
Queen Bess, in her day, made a decree 
that London must not build any more 

houses, because it was too big already. 
What would she think of it now? I 
sympathize with her however, intensely, 
in her feeling. London is too big, stu- 
pendously, fearfully, too big. I had 
myself pungent illustrations of this evil. 
My stay (of nearly a fortnight.) there 
was made almost irksome by tne dirt, 
(and London dirt is almost as stu- 

pendous as London) the miserably gloomy 
weather, and the solitude of her teeming 
multitudes. I learned after I left of the 

;e in the city of two American 
while I was there, than whom 

none could have conduced more to the 
enjoyment and instruction of my stay; 
one being Dr. Hoge. But what chance 
had we of meeting ? About one in four 
millions! I very much wonder that I 
heard of their presence until after we all 
got home to America; where people are 

not so numerous but that they may know 
something of each other. But, by some 

accident, I did find it out in time to be 
tantalizing—that was all. 

±ney say mat mis nuge mve now nas 
four millions of inhabitants, and is grow- 
ing more rapidly than ever. The con- 
stant impression' I had of its size was, 
of something frightful and awe-inspiring. 
As many people, say, as live in all Vir- 
ginia, both the Carolinasand all Georgia, 
are huddled together in one patch of 
ground thirteen by ten miles in extent; 
and more are coming every year. What 
is the end to be? What shall be the 
limit? Is this monster-city to go on, 
until it fills the whole Island ? There 
must inevitably arise some practical 
check from some whither. Now, let one 

pause and consider what will be implied 
in the stricture of that check, when it 
begins to draw. What a fearful aggre- 
gate of human disappointment, misery, 
and death must result from that depress- 
ing cause, whatever it is to be, powerful 
enough to check the mighty tide of hu- 
man beings which insists so obstinately in 
flowing into London ? And again; when 
the tide is arrested at its flood, will 
British statesmanship be able to prevent 
an ebb? Or, when the acme is reached, 
must not the universal law of oscillation 
prevail? The city, when once it ceases 
to grow larger, must begin to grow smal- 
ler. But the collapse of such a large 
mass is terrible to imagine. Hotv many 
human hearts among the four or five 
millions, must be crushed when that col- 
lapse begins? 

Indeed, to my mind, the continued 
happiness of Great Britain, as a whole, 
seems be in a very criticial condition. 
Her greatness, population, and wealth are 
out of proportion to her area. Hitherto, 
the free institutions, arts, and arms of 
Britain have made almost the whole 
world tributary to her, either by. com- 
merce or subjugation. Hence has re- 
sulted this most artificial structure of 
British wealth and population at home. 
It begins to present the aspect of the 
inverted pyramid, poised hitherto, with 
apparent steadiness, upon its apex, by the 
surprising skill of its artificers; and yet, by the very mass of its body towering so 

stupendously above, and swelling so rap- idly, suggesting a sentiment of terror at 
the thought of the time when this instable 
equilibrium is to end. If the inverted 

N pyramid falls, “great will be the fall 
thereof!” Meantime, many things con- 
cur to foreshadow the approaching end of 
these artificial conditions of abnormal 
greatneM. France, Austria, Germany, the 
l mted States,and even Italy and Russia, 
are gradually learning from Britain the 
freedom and arts by which they rival her 
r, finJncrcial ascendency and interfere with 
her dominion over trade. Her own col- 
onies, growing too great, and too demo- cratic to remain dependencies, are bound to her by commercial ties looser and 
ooser; and even begin to wield against the mother country that protective policy vHnch she disclaims for herself. There is 

then the eating cancer nearer home, of 
Irish poverty and discontent. The sure- 

ly approaching dis-establishment of the 
Anglican Church when it comes, implies 
at once a virtual revolution: for with it 

goes one of the Estates of the Realm, the 
Lords spiritual. And if the experience 
of 1640-44 can teach anything, we must 
conclude that, not many years after the 
Bishops leave the House of Lords, that 
House will itself be closed. The leaders 
of both parties have learned that fatal 
Yankee secret of endeavoring to manu- 

facture more support for themselves 
among the voters, Dy extending suffrage, 
and tnus bringing in new batches of 
voters, who, they suppose, will be grate- 
ful and faithful to them for conferring the 
new franchise. Lords Derby and Bea- 
consfield, Conservatives” as they are, 
make this bid lor continuance in power. 
Mr. Gladstone, that Canny Scott,’1 steals 
their thunder, and then proposes to con- 

firm his lease of power by manufacturing 
a vast new batch of voters out of the huge 
masses lying still nearer the pauper line. 
Thus Britain drifts surely towards uni- 
versal suffrage, under the same perilous 
influences which have fixed it on Ameri- 
ca. When universal suffrage has come; 
when the Church, that “bulwark of the 
throne” is gone; when all the wholesome 
checks of distributed powers are lost in 
the sole supremacy of the House of Com- 
mons; how long will the throne stand? 
When the dynasty of Hanover is gone, 
what centre of unity will there be for the 
vast colonial branches of the empire? 
Will the .great oligarchy of the Indian 
Empire, will the great democracies of 
Australia and Canada, consent to be ruled 
by the democracy of England ? 

These questions make the thoughtful 
surmise that, although the conservative 
forces of the British constitution and peo- 
ple have hitherto made change very slow, 
and have postponed startling novelties 
for centuries; yet the time is now begin- 
ning to approach when great and perilous 
changes will occur. Prophesying is a 

dangerous business for those who are not 
inspired. It may be that Prqvidence may 
raise up another Chatham, at the critical 
time, to guide the necessary modifications, 
with a wise and mighty hand. Or, it may 
be, that while the political tricksters are 

fighting their small warfare, for place, 
with each other; the cataclysm may come, 
and upturn everything. But one thing 
seems clear, rintish prosperity is an ar- 
tificial structure. It has grown out of 

fjroportion. Britain now produces but 
ittle over half her own bread. The pile is too lofty to be secure. 

Yours faithfully, R. L. Dabney. 

That Jarratt’s Depot Tract. 
Messrs. Editors,—I ask space for a lit- 

tle further consideration of the question 
whether or not the quotations of the 
above tract were unfair to the author 
quoted, so as to justify the abusive charges 
of “falsehood,” “garbling,” etc., which 
have been heaped upon Christian minis- 
ters whose sole connection with the tract 
was in certifying to the correctness of the 
quotations. And, first, as to the rela- 
tions of those outside of the pale of the 
Roman Catholic Church to salvation. 
Some months ago in a card published in 
the Index and Appeal, Father Wilson, 
the Parish Priest of St. Joseph’s church, 
called Borne of the Protestant ministers of 
this city to task for doctrinally misrep- 
resenting” the Roman Catholic Church : 

"knowing as they did,” said he, the ex- 
istence of a commandment in the deca- 
logue which says, Thou shalt not bear 
false witness against thy neighbor,’ they should not have committed themselves 
by its palpable violation.” One of the 
specifications under this charge was that 
we represented the Roman Catholic 
Church as teaching that there is no sal- 
vation outside of its pale. In reference 
to this he uses the following remarkable 
language, (see Index and Appeal, June 
80th, 1879), “No salvation outside the 
Catholic Church is a doctrine we never 
held. say there is no salvation for 
those who knowingly and wiilinaly” (the italics are his) “remain outside of the 
Catholic Church, after being convinced 
that she and she alone is the Church es- 
tablished by Christ.” You may judge of 
my astonishment when I read those words 
over the signature of a Roman Catholic 
priest, knowing as I did that the uniform 
teaching of his Church for centuries has 

, been to the contrary, and that upon this 
I ground alone it has sought to justify the 
extreme severities of fire and sword with 
which it has striven to force a recanta- 
tion of heresy. But you cannot imagine 
my astonishment when I found that in 
the Parochial school under his own super- 

I vision and control, a text-book was being used, one whole section of which is head- 
ed in large capitals, No Salvation Out- 
side of the Roman Catholic Church, the aim of which is through more than 
thirty pages of questions and answers to 
provo that there is no salvation—not for 
those who knowingly and willingly re- 
main outside after being convinced that 
she and she alone is the Church estab- 

; lished by Christ”—but for all, without 
exception, who die out of the pale of the 
Roman Catholic Church. This book, 

which is published and endorsed by the 

leading authorities in this country of the | 
Catholic Church, after stating as we have 
seen in the tract that no one who dies 
out of the pale of the Church can be 
saved, asksy-P- 89. 

Question. “Who are out of the pale of 
the Roman Catholic Church?”% A. “All 
unbaptized persons, unbelievers, apos- 
tates, excommunicated persons, and 
all heretics.” The author then devotes 
one question and answer to each of the 
four classes first mentioned, but when he 
comes to the last class—" Protestants or 
heretics”—as he calls them, he occupies 
sixteen pages in an elaborate effort to 
prove that they must inevitably be lost 
unless they renounce Protestantism and 
become Romanists. 

But you may ask does not the author 
draw a distinction between “those who 
know the Catholic Church to be the only 
true Church and those who do not.” I 
answer that he does but not so as to ex- 
cuse the latter, but only to make the 
former “more guilty and damnable.” As 
to the latter class we have the following 
question and answer: * 

Q. What are we to think of the salvation 
of those who are out of the pale of the 
Church without any fault of theirs, and 
who “never had any opportunity of know- 
ing better?” A. Their inculpable igno- 
rance will not save them; but if they fear 
God, and live up to their conscience, God 
in His infinite mercy will furnish them 
with, the necessary means of salvation, 
even bo as to send, if needed, an angel to 
instruct them in the Catholic faith rather 
than let them perish through inculpable 
ignorance.” 

This question plainly refers to the 
heathen who “ never had any opportunity 
of knowing better,” and implies that they 
are saved only by adoption of the Cath- 
olic faith—and therefore union in heart to 
the Catholic Church. It does not bear 
on the question of the final state of those 
who die out of the Catholic Church. But 
the five questions which immediately fol- 
low do bear on that point and are as fol- 
lows : 

Q. “Is it then right for us to say that 
one who was not received into the Church 
before his death is damned?” A. No. 

Q. Why not? A. Because we cannot 
know for certain what takes place be- 
tween God and the soul at the awful mo- 
ment of death. 

This looks as if the author would leave 
a hope yet for a man who lived and died 
a Protestant, but the next answer sweeps 
it all away again. 

Q. “ What do you mean by this?" A. 
“I mean that God in His infinite mercy 
may enlighten at the hdur of death, one 
who is not yet a Catholic, so that he may 
see the truth of the Catholic faith, be 
truly sorry for his sins, and sincerely de- 
sire to die a good Catholic.” 

Q. What do we say of those who re- 
ceive such an extraordinary grace, and 
die in this manner? A. We say of them 
that they die united at least to the soul 
of the Catholic Church and are saved.” 

In each of the above cases, either by 
the ministry of an angel in life, or an ex- 

traordinary grace in death, the person 
becomes a Roman Catholic in belief and 
in spirit—is united at least to the soul 
of the Catholic Church” and therefore is 
no longer without its pale. Then follows 
this question: 

Q. What then awaits all those who are 
out of the Catholic Church, and die with- 
out having received such an extraordi- 
nary grace at the hour of death?” A. 

Eternal damnation, as sure as there is a 
God.” 

This is the real teaching of the Roman 
Catholic Church, not drawn from cards 
intended for Protestant eyes, but from a 
Catechism expressly prepared for doc- 
trinal instruction in Catholic schools and 
endorsed by highest Catholic authorities, 
as “a clear, sound, orthodox exposition I of Catholic doctrine.” According to this 
teaching, for the Protestant, however hon- 
est, humble, pious he may have been, 
however saintly his life, however trium- 
phant his death, unless at the last mo- 
ment he renounces Protestantism and 
becomes a Romanist, there remains noth- 
ing but eternal damnation as sure as 
there is a God.” Whether Protestants 
think it right to encourage such teach- 
ings by contributing to support Catholic 
churches, I submit as one of the impor- 
tant questions of the hour. 

And now as I wish in my next letter 
to refer to some matters in the sermon of 
Bishop Keane, I will, before letting the 
“tract”,go by, refer to the subject of the 
ten commandments. The tract states 
that the Roman Catholics strike out one 
of the commandments from the Decalogue. “Rufus” denies this and says that the 
Protestants have divided the first com- 
mandment into two, and united the ninth 
and tenth into one. This assertion of his 
is without a shadow of foundation—is 
refuted by the very language of the Dec- 
alogue, where it will be seen at a glance, 
that what he calls the ninth and tenth 
commandments are only one—aimed at 
the one sin of covetousness—“Thou shalt 
not covet.” Whilst the first and second 
commandments of the Decalogue as we 
count them are really two, aimed at dif- 

1 ferent sins—the first at the worship of 

false gods, “Thou shalt have no ot* 
before me”—and the second at th\ cf> f 

images, " Thou shalt not make um 

any graven image,” etc. But h—the 
question was simply as to the division 
into ten parts, it would not be so serious 
a matter. What we call attention to is 
that all that part of the decalogue which 
we call the second commandment is 
stricken out. Look at the Decalogue” 
as quoted fully in the "tract” from 
" Father Muller.” Where is the com- 
mandment—no matter how you number 
it—which says: “Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image?” When 
the catechumen is told to say the ten 
commandments,” he is taught to say as 
the first, “Thou shalt have no God but 
me,” and as the second, “Thou 6halt not 
take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain.” Not one word about graven 
images. That is a sore point with the 
Church of Rome. She feels self-con- 
demned in the presence of that precept and therefore she omits it. 

Very truly yours, 
T. D. Witherspoon. 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES. 

Southern Presbyterian. 
Halifax County, Va.—By appointment of 

Preebytery, Rev. Dr. Wharey, of Charlotte Co., 
preached at Oak Level” on Saturday and Sun- 
day, (10th and 11th inst.) On Sunday, the 
church, with a seating capacity of about three 
hundred, did not hold the large crowd. After 
a solemn and impressive sermon the sacraments 
of baptism and the Lord’s Supper were admin- 
istered. Two little ones were dedicated to the 
Lord, and thru, grown persons received on ex- 

amination into the communion of the church. 
After a short intermission Dr. Wharey preached 
again, and kindly consented to remain several 

days—preaching only at night. The congrega- 
tions were large and attentive. The sermons 
were plain, simple, powerful expositions of the 
plan of salvation., 

" Oak Level" is situated in one of the most 
thrifty and populous portions of Halifax county 
—about six miles northwest of News Ferry (R. 
A D. R. R.) 

The church is a new one—dedicated less than 
a year ago—and is an unusually neat, commo- 
dious country church. To the credit of its little 
handful of members, be it said, it is entirely 
without debt. The field is a most promising ohe, 
and an active, efficient minister could not fail to 
build up here a large, strong church The peo- 
ple are hungry for -the strong meat of God’s 
word, and they flock to hear the gospel in its 
purity and power. 

This is the opportunity for Presbyterianism to 
establish itself in this part of this countv on a 

firm and lasting basis. Bat there is no pastor. 
This church, uniting with Mercy Seat (one of 
the oldest churches in the county, but now by 
reason of its isolation and weakness long with- 
out a pastor) can support a young man. They 
are anxious to secure the services of a good, 
earnest laborer. Shall this so important, sc 

promising field remain uncultivated? 
News Ferry, Va. T. S. W. 
Rev. R. L. Blanton, D. D., of Paris, Ky. 

has been elected Chancellor of the Central Uni- 
versity, Richmond, Ky., in the place of Rev. J, 
W. I ratt, D. I)., who resigned some time ago, 
Dr. Blanton is a native of Cumberland county, 
\ a., and was oducated at Hampden Sidney Col- 
lege and at the 1 nion Theological Seminary. 
He is eminently qualified for the position tc 
which he has been chosen. 

Mr. Charles L. Dabney, son of Rev. Dr, 
R. L, Dabney, has been elected Professor ol 
Natural Science in Central University, Rich- 
mond, Ky. Mr. Dabney is quite a young man 
but has given abundant proof of his fitness foi 

! this important professorship. He is also an 
alumnus of Hampden Sidney. Soon after hit 
graduation there he was professor of Chemistry 
for a brief period at Henry and Emory College 
in South-western \ irginia, but resigned in ordei 
to pursue his studies lurthor. He studied at the 
University of Virginia, and at the University o: 

j Gottingen, Germany, where he was during the 
last session. He will return to America in Oc 

I tober. 
Bethlehem Church, Hanover Co., Va 

On Sunday, July 11th, the Rev. B. L. Converse 
! °f the Christian Observer of Louisville, Ky. 

preached at this church which is now vacant. 
Rev. Dr. A. L. Kline has removed to Stark 

ville, Miss. His correspondents will please ad 
dress him at that point. 

Rev. George Summey has changed hit 
Post-office address from Covington, Ky., to Or 
ange Valley, Essex county, N. J. 

Rev. Dr. Win. 3 Plumer, we learn, wil 
occupy the pulpit of Dr. Leftwich’s church ii 
Baltimore for six weeks. 

Rev. Dr. P. P. Mullally.—The Polyhym 
nian Monthly, of Winchester, Va., says of Dr 
Mullally’s sermon beforo the Valley Femab 
College: 

" Besides the performances of the pupils, t 
a rich intellectual feast was afforded to alb Dr 
Mullally, of Lexington, Va., a gentleman of th< 
ripest scholarship, of rare orginality of thought and with much of true Irish eloquence, preacher to a crowded house on Sunday morning, Jnn< 
fith. For one hour and fifteen minutes th< 
Doctor held his audience in spoil-bound si 
lence. The attention was the most marked am 
continued we ever witnessed on an occasion o 

1 the kind.” 
Mebaneville, N. C.—The Lord’s Suppoi 

was administered in’our church at Mehanevillh 
last Sabbath. It was a time of much enjoymenl 

and communion with God. Three persons 
united with the church on profession of faith iu 
Christ, 

1 This church is steadily growing. The Sab- 
bath School has increased very much in the last 
few months. A few weeks ago a Sunday school 
was organized about two miles from the church. 
It is very prosperous. I preach to this school, 
and other persons who come in from the neigh- 
borhood, every first Sabbath, in the afternoon. 
The session of Mebaneville church released me 
from any obligation to preach at night when I 
preach at other points in the afternoon. Such 
preaching is appreciated more than ministers 
have any idea of. It is carrying the gospel to 
them; it is going out into the highways and the 
hedges and compelling them to come in. 

Brethren, let us branch out more and make 
our church aggressive as well as conservative. 
Let the churches send out their pastors often to 
build up the waste places and enlarge the bor- 
dors of our Zion. T. J. Ai.lisok. 

July 8th. C. Presbyterian. 
Carrollton. Ky.-Rev. J. W. Graybill, who \ 

is in Carrollton, awaiting the readiness of the 
church to send him to his chosen field of work 
in Mexico, tells us of a blessing on his present 
work. We hope it may be but a foretaste of his 
future reaping. He writes, under the date of 
July 6th: "We have had a glorious meeting in 

our church in Carrollton. Rev. Mr. Helm 
preached every night and twice in the day. 
Hie sermons were very pointed, earnest and im- 
pressive. The audiences were very large, and 
the last night, with its aisles filled, persons were 

compelled to leave for want of room in the 
house. Our little band is revived. Eleven 
were added—nearly one-third of its original 
number of members. Many others are inter- 
ested.' Mr. Helm was too sick and broken 
down to preach longer.”—Christian Observer. 

Owensboro, Ky.—Rev. J.C. Molloy writes 
to us July 5th: "Yesterday was the day for 
onr summer sacramental service, and the ser- 
vices were of a very interesting character. 
There were four additions on profession of faith 
reported since the first of May. Since that time, 
we have also forwarded to Baltimore for For- 
eign Mission about one hundred and ten dol- 
lars."— Ib. 

Northern Presbyterian. 
The Rev. W. H. 'Weaver was installed 

pastor of the Madison Street Presbyterian 
church, Baltimore, Md., June 27. Rev. Dr. L 
M. Rendall, President of Lincoln University, 
preached the sermon. Mr. Weaver was a 

student in the University, and goes at once to 
his work. 

Shiloh Presbyterian church, Knoxville 
Tenn., (colored), under the guidance of Rev. G. 
W. Le Vere, organized about the close of thA 

war, has grown from twelve members to one 
hundred and twenty. It has a large and flour- 
ishing Sunday School, and a very good edifice. 

The congregation of the First Presby- 
terian church, Baltimore, (Dr. Leftwich) have 
determined to build a'parsonage on Park street 
in the rear of the church, The amount neces- 

sary to complete the building has already been 
contributed, and the work will be commenced 
very soon. 

The Rev. John McC. Holmes. D. D.. 
of the State Street Presbyterian church Albany, 
N. Y., preached his third anniversary sermon 
on the first Sabbath in June. During the year 
57 members have been received. The roll of 
the Sunday School has contained the names of 
1,031 members, and 11 of the scholars have 
professed their faith in ,Christ. During the 
year the exterior of the church edifice and the 
adjoining grounds have been put in order, at 
an expense of over $1,700. 

The Rev. John S. Sands, of the Eighth 
United Presbyterian church, Pittsburgh, Pa., has 
accepted a call from the Arch Street Presby- 
terian church, Philadelphia. Mr. Sands ex- 

pects to enter upon his duties about the 1st of 
September. 

Installation.—The Rev.^ Edward M. Deems 
was installed as pastor of the Westminster Pres- 
byterian church in Twenty-second street, New 
York, on the afternoon of July 11th. The Rev. 
Charles F Deems, father of the incoming pastor, 
preached the sermon, in which he said he could 
bear witness now that every hour spent in his 
forty years of ministry, which had been spent in 
thorough fidelity to the demands of conscience, 
had been an hour marked by the conscious pres- 
enceofhis Divine Lord. Dr. Howard Crosby 

p delivered the charge to the pastor, and the Rev. 
Dr. Erskine N. White the charge to the people. 

Pretbytrrian. 
Other Churches. 

Jonathan Edwards.—The Rev. Dr. Tryon 
i Edwards in a letter to the Boston Trant^ript 

says: "All the collected manuscripts of Dr. 
Edwards were many years ago placed in my 

I possession by all the then living grandchildren 
! 

of President Edwards. At the request of a 

large publishing house in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
I began, not a ’corrected’ J>nt an enlarged edi 
tion of the works of Dr. Edwards, as it was be- 
lieved that perhaps two volumes of valuable 
matter might be prepared from the manuscripts 
hitherto unpublished. The Rev. Dr. Dwight of 
Portland, Me., and Professor Park of Andover 

■ Mass., were to have been associated with me in 
the work. Not a page however of the proposed 
work was ever issued from the press, and the 

only reason of its suspension was the failure of 
the Edinburgh firm, which of course put a stop 
to the intended publication. Personally I 
know of no suppression of any opinions of Dr 
Edwards much less of any omission or change 
of expression that would modify in the least hia 
well-known theological or doctrinal viows 

(Continued on bth page.) 


