
THE HOMILETIC REVIEW.

Vol. XXXII. —SEPTEMBER, 1896.–No. 3.

REVIEW SECTION.

I.—LIGHT ON THE PENTATEUCH FROM EGYPTOLOGY.

BY PROFEssoR A. H. SAYCE, D.D., LL.D., F.R.S., UNIVERSITY OF

OXFORD, ENGLAND.

EGYPT was the land in which Israel grew from a family into a

nation. It there passed through the “iron furnace” of bondage and

trial which fitted it to receive the law delivered from Sinai. The

memory of its sufferings in “the land of Ham” and of the mighty arm

which had rescued it never faded out of the national consciousness.

It lay at the background not only of the history of the people but of

their religious convictions as well.

When, therefore, the hieroglyphic writing of ancient Egypt first

came to be read, it was thought that some allusion to the Israelites

would be found in it. On the wall of a tomb at Thebes a scene was

painted from an Egyptian brick-yard, and it was assumed that the

brickmakers must have been the descendants of Jacob. In the in

scriptions of the eighteenth and two following dynasties mention is

made of a people called Aperin, who were employed in conveying stone

from the quarries of the eastern desert for the public buildings of

Egypt, and in “Aperin” Chabas and other Egyptian scholars professed

to see the name of the Hebrews. But with fuller knowledge came the

conclusion that neither in the brickmakers of the Theban tomb nor in

the Aperin of Thothmes III. and the Ramessides could the children

of Israel be recognized, and such light as the Egyptian monuments

threw upon the Pentateuch had to be restricted to illustrations of it

from the manners and customs, the beliefs and practises which the

progress of Egyptology has revealed.

In fact, the more we came to know of the Egyptian monuments,

the less likelihood did there seem to be that any direct reference to

the Israelites would be found among them. The inscriptions which

have been preserved to us are almost exclusively inscribed on the walls

of temples and tombs. The subjects of them are accordingly either
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the extraordinary parallelism between what is here said of the Israel

ites and the narrative which we read in the first chapter of Exodus.

There, too, we are told that the Pharaoh urged his people to see that

the descendants of Jacob did not “multiply,” that he ordered the

midwives to slay “the men children,” and that finally, he “charged

all his people, saying, “Every son that is born ye shall cast into the

river.” The expression used of the Israelites on the newly found

stela is nothing less than a summary of the biblical account.

II.—THE KIND OF PREACHING NEEDED AMONG THE

|UNEVANGELIZED PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY.

By T. D. WITHERspoon, D.D., LL.D., PROFEssor of HoMILETIc

AND PASTORAL THEOLOGY IN THE PRESBYTERIAN THEological

SEMINARY, LouisvillE, KY.

IT seems strange to speak of unevangelized people in this great

Christian country of ours. And yet there are multitudes, amounting

in the aggregate to millions, who never hear the Gospel preached, who

make no claim to be in any true sense Christians, and who, practically

considered, are as truly heathen as if they were in the heart of Africa

or China. When we come to look more closely into the condition of

these unevangelized people we find them falling naturally under two

great classes: first, those who by reason of geographical isolation are

beyond the reach of the stated means of grace; and second, those who

by reason of social or spiritual isolation fail to come under the influ

ence of the means of grace that are ready at hand.

As an illustration of the former class we have multitudes of people

in secluded mountain hollows and out on the broad prairies who have

no church edifice of any Christian denomination, or other place of stated

religious worship, within twenty or thirty miles of their homes. They

are practically without the opportunity of hearing the Gospel or of

being taught the way of life. As illustrative of the latter class we

have in all our great cities communities of the under classes of society,

congregated by thousands in attics, basements, tenement-houses, and

flats, who are within five minutes' walk of churches and mission

chapels whose doors are freely open to them, in which they are invited

to seats without cost, in halls lighted, warmed, and supplied with the

best services of ministry and choir; and yet who, from long-cherished

prejudices and misconceptions, from a social ostracism real or imag

ined, refuse all invitations to enter, and live and die within sound of

church bells, “so near and yet so far.” We suppose ourselves to have

gotten a hearing. The unevangelized people are before us; how shall

we preach?

I do not know how to answer this question better than by giving

a concrete case. A few weeks since I had the opportunity, which I
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had long coveted, of hearing for the first time the most successful

preacher to the unevangelized masses that I know. Going to the

nearest railway station, hiring a horse and riding thirty miles across

two mountain ranges, I came at sunset to the little county-seat in

whose court-house the services were being held, there being no church

edifice of any denomination in the place. It was in the latter part of

May, when the people were all in the midst of the busiest season with

their crops, and when it was most difficult to secure a congregation.

As we entered the court-house at the hour of service I was astonished

to find it packed to its utmost capacity, with many outside who could

not get in. The dingy and uncomfortable court-room was only dimly

lighted by one or two flickering coal-oil lamps. There were no musi

cal attractions beyond the presence of a brother with a good voice who,

accompanied by a small organ, led very simply in the singing of the

most familiar Gospel hymns. It was evident that the preaching was

what had gathered this great crowd of people, most of whom rarely if

ever heard the Gospel preached. I had, therefore, full opportunity to

study the preacher and the sermon—a sermon which, admirable from

beginning to end, produced so profound an impression upon the people

that I was not surprised when one of the rude mountaineers told me,

after the service, that if that man preached a few days longer the

court-house yard would not hold the people that would gather to hear.

Taking this sermon as a model of the kind of preaching needed,

the following conclusions, I think, may be safely reached: º

First, as to subject-matter, it is not necessary that we should select

any out-of-the-way themes, or sensational topics, or subjects different

from those that we would preach to one of our ordinary congregations

of unconverted people. The text selected was John xii. 21, “We

would see Jesus;” the theme, the threefold one, Jesus as a Friend;

Jesus as a Savior; Jesus as a Brother. The sermon was as evangelical

as possible—a simple setting forth of Christ in His varied relations to

men. It is a common mistake to suppose that people who are not

accustomed to attend church will not be interested in the simple story

of the cross. On the other hand, if we will reflect a moment, we will

see that there are reasons why they should be more interested in a

simple Gospel sermon than those who are constant attendants upon

the sanctuary, and yet who have not yielded their hearts to Christ.

Because men never hear preaching it is not to be supposed for a

moment that they do not think, and think profoundly, on the subject of

religion. Many of them are the children of pious parents. They

have drifted away from their early moorings, but have retained to a

greater or less degree the influence of early religious impressions. All

of them are, in the light of conscience, self-convicted sinners, however

they may strive to close their ears to the verdict of the inward and

spiritual monitor whose voice they can not altogether hush. Hence

the story of the cross, of One who died for sin, of One whose blood
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cleanses from guilt, is just the story that they need to hear; and it

comes home to them with all the more power because they have not

been case-hardened by its frequent repetition in their ears, as those

have who all their lives have been sitting under the sound of the

Gospel. It is the dictate of the highest spiritual philosophy, as well

as a conclusion from the largest experience and observation, that the

subject-matter of our preaching to the unevangelized should be pre

eminently Christ in His person and His work; that in a stricter sense

than under any other circumstances we should hold ourselves to the

law of the great Apostle, and “know nothing among men save Jesus

Christ, and Him crucified.”

But passing to a second point, when we come to the manner of

the preaching, we may learn much from the study of the sermon to

which I have alluded. Taking it again as my guide, I lay down as

my first principle that the preaching shall be sympathetic in tone.

One of the first rules laid down for the orator is, “Make much use of

sympathetic emotion.” A great writer on sacred rhetoric pronounces

it “the orator's right arm.” This is particularly true where those

whom you are to address are, from causes already alluded to, disposed

to regard themselves as outcasts from Christian sympathy. It is in

dispensable that there shall be constituted between preacher and hear

ers at the earliest possible moment the bond of a common sympathy.

Unfortunately, the attempts to do this are often exceedingly unwise.

There is sometimes a maudlin assurance of profound and pitiful con

cern that is so patronizing and so condescending in its tone that it

offends and provokes. There is with a certain class of self-styled

evangelists a species of demagogism that seeks to ingratiate itself with

the non-churchgoing masses by pandering to the spirit of opposition

to the churches. Men of this class denounce the churches as cold and

proud and seclusive. They endeavor to make of the indifference of

Christian people in general toward outsiders the dark background on

which their own yearning solicitude and affectionate regard may stand

conspicuously forth. There are no greater enemies to the community

than these mountebanks, whose chief stock in trade consists of abuse

of the churches, and who conceive it to be their mission to widen the

breach between the churches and the masses of the people, and thus

undermine the power of the church to do them good.

The sermon of which I speak was entirely free from both these

faults. The speaker in the treatment of his first head—Christ as a

Friend—set forth with wonderful power and beauty Christ's philan

thropic interest in men—all men. He dwelt upon and illustrated His

sympathy with the toils, cares, sicknesses, and sorrows, especially of

those in the humbler walks of life. While the preacher made no

reference to his own sympathy with men, yet, from beginning to close,

you were impressed with the thought that the disciple had caught the

spirit of the Master, and that there was in his bosom, tho not ex
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pressed in words, something of the same divine love for the souls of

men, and the same tender sympathy with them in their troubles, which

he was showing to be so conspicuous a feature in the character and

life of Christ. No wonder then that long before he had concluded

this first head he had that great throng of rough children of the forest

so completely under his power that he could move them to tears at

will. And this is and must always be the first element of power in

dealing with these unevangelized people. We must get hold of their

sympathies. We must get into their hearts.

A second principle to be laid down is that the preaching must be

candid and thoroughgoing in its dealing with sin. When our moun

tain evangelist had presented fully under that first head what might

be called the humanitarian view of Christ in His relations to men, he

passed with all the momentum of the sympathy awakened to his second

thought—that men need something more than a friend—they need a

Savior from sin. And never in my life did I hear a more terrific

arraignment of sin, not sin in the abstract, but sin in the concrete, the

sin of the men and women before the speaker as it stood out in the

light of their own memories and under the scourge of their own con

sciences while he spoke. But for the hold which he had gotten upon

them in the first head of his discourse, his hearers would have revolted

against the strong arraignment; but, with that hold, his sharpest

rebukes were but the faithful woundings of a friend. The arrow went

home, armed with the resistless power of love.

And so I contend that in all our preaching to the unevangelized,

we must deal closely and faithfully with these great questions of guilt

and depravity. We must presuppose the presence and power of con

science. We must expect the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.

That was an unevangelized man before whom Paul “reasoned of right

eousness, temperance, and judgment to come” until the man trembled.

Those were for the most part unevangelized people before whom John

spoke of “the ax laid at the root of the tree,” and of “the chaff to be

consumed with unquenchable fire.”

A third principle illustrated in the sermon is that the preaching

should be characterized by great fulness and circumstantiality of Scrip

tural narrative. Persons who have been trained from childhood to

listen to preaching may be held for three quarters of an hour to a

train of logical reasoning or doctrinal exposition; but for those with

out this training it will be found that a large proportion of the sermon

must be occupied with incident and illustration. Fortunately for the

speaker the Scriptures are a great storehouse of incidents and illustra

tions, supernaturally preserved, and fitted to his hand. And there

is this advantage in addressing the class to whom the true evangelist

goes, that these stories come to them with a freshness and with the

charm of a novelty that they do not possess for those to whom they

have been repeated over and over again. It was exceedingly interest
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ing to look into the faces of the simple-hearted mountain people and

watch the play of emotion as the speaker, in his inimitable way, would

tell the story of Christ's dealing with some penitent or suffering soul

while He was on earth. These were the passages of his sermon that

were most replete with power, and so I contend that one characteristic

of all preaching to these unevangelized masses should be fulness of

Scripture narrative. I have also added circumstantiality, for the

preacher is apt to forget that these people are not as familiar with the

details of the Gospel narratives as ordinary sermon-hearers are. In

our customary preaching we may and ought to presume upon a certain

familiarity with the details of the more prominent incidents in the life

of our Lord. In narrating them it is sufficient to touch upon certain

salient points, to give, as it were, mere outline sketches, trusting to the

memory to fill in the rest; but in speaking to those who have not had

the advantages of our ordinary hearers, the Scriptural narrative needs

to be presented in its minuter details, and much of the strength and

impressiveness of the narration will depend upon the graphic and vivid

way in which the details are presented. One great secret of success

in strictly evangelistic preaching is found in this power of Scriptural

narration. Mr. Moody has it to a wonderful degree. Let any one

read Mr. Moody’s sermons and he will soon discover that this is one

of the marked elements of his power.

But we pass on from this to a last principle to be laid down,

and one upon which it will not be necessary to enlarge, because it is

applicable to all speaking. It is that the illustrations drawn from

actual life shall be taken from spheres of life with which the hearers

are familiar. In speaking to children we draw our illustrations from

child-life, because the children can understand them better and enter

into fuller sympathy with them. And so it will be apparent in a

moment that there are multitudes of illustrations to be drawn from the

Christian fireside, the family altar, and the inner life of the church

with which the class of non-churchgoers would be entirely out of sym

pathy. A young friend of mine, desiring to illustrate the uncertainty

of all earthly possessions, took as an illustration the breaking of a

bank. He prepared the sermon for a city congregation, and, telling

the story in a very pathetic way, it produced a profound impression.

Preaching the sermon shortly afterward in a little country church, in

stead of using as an illustration a sudden frost, or blight, or mildew,

he repeated pathetically his story of the fraudulent cashier and the

broken bank, and was very much crestfallen when an old farmer said

to him, coming out of church, “I didn’t take much stock in that bank

story of yours; I think if people has got no more use for money than

to hoard it up in bank, some rascal ought to come along and git it and

scatter it where it will do some good.” There is a certain range of

experiences with which the unevangelized people can not enter into

sympathy, and illustrations drawn from these will meet the fate of the
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very admirable illustration of the young preacher from the broken

bank. -

If the principles which I have laid down are the correct ones it

ought not to be so difficult a matter to reach the outlying masses. If

a few men of warm hearts could go among them, not alas, as many of

the so-called evangelists now do, as the antagonists of the churches,

but as their representatives, not to reproach the church in the hearing

of these men for its imagined coldness, but to assure them of the warm

sympathy pulsating in the heart of the church for them, they might

be won back from their condition of religious isolation, and made to

feel at home in our churches, where their spiritual interests can be

conserved as they can not possibly be by street-preachings, Salvation

Armies, or any other rescue methods, however valuable in themselves

they may be.

III._TENNYSON'S ATTITUDE TOWARD SKEPTICISM.

By EUGENE PARsons, CHICAGO, ILL., AUTHOR of CRITICISMs of

TENNYsoN, ETC.

TENNYsoN's attitude toward skeptics may be summed up as one of

remonstrance but not of bitter hostility. It was not his wont to make

them the target of ill-natured assaults and contemptuous thrusts.

Seldom did he give way to virulent outbursts like those in the passion

ate stanzas of “Despair.” Except in extreme old age, when irritabil

ity occasionally got the mastery of him, his prevailing mood was one

of kindly forbearance, and his language characterized by gentlemanly

reserve. He was a fair-minded investigator and a courteous debater.

He was a conservative who avoided narrowness and uncharitableness.

His was the tolerant temper described in the admirable sentiment of

Vergil’s—

Tros Tyriusque mihi nullo discrimine agetur.

Alfred Tennyson was one of those who are friendly to the modern

spirit of free inquiry. His lot was cast in the transition period of

English history when liberalism was unpopular. Those who recon

struct the past with the view of improving the future are sure to incur

enmity. To outgrow the old husks is the condition of progress, but

the “disengagement from the fetters of traditional dogma,” as Mark

Pattison puts it, is no agreeable or easy process. The young man who

expressed the better sentiment of his age in his “Poems” (published

in 1842) was an enlightened advocate of progress, which means the

decay of ancient forms and obsolete customs. He realized that “the

old order changeth, yielding place to new.” He was never in favor of

revolution, but he “held it good, good things should pass,” when their

time of usefulness is past.
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