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Tur GospEL oF THE KINGDOM.

Tuxr—This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for @
witness unto all nations.—Mate, 24 ; 14

What is the special adaptation of the doetrine of Chivist’s kingly
authority to missionary work 7 1his is the problem proposed for our
consideration on this oceasion. .

Much has been spoken and written concerning the relation of
Christ’s prophetic office to the missionary work of the church., As
prophet, Christ has placed in our hands the gospel message for all
mavkind. He is the Prophet for the world. He is the light of the
world. His is the true light that lightenetl every man that cometh
into the world, The entrance of bis words gives light, He is the
Prophet for all nations and generations. His word is pood tidings
of great joy which shall be toall people. The world needs the-
very message which Christ as Prophet has placed in the hands of”
his chureh.

Much has been said also about the relation of Christ’s priestly
office to the church’s missionary work. As Priest hie has performed
a work meritorious enongh to save the world. e satisfied the law
and justice of God, Ie wronght out a perfect righteousness. IHe:
broke down the wall of partition between Jew and Genu!e between,
God and man..

“ He is the p[:opitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but for-
the sins of the whole world.” Because of these features of the
atonement, it is truthfully maintained that we should offer salvzltxom

to all men everywhere.

Almost nothing is spoken or written concerning the relationship
of Christ’s kingly office to the work of the church. By Christ's
kingly office we meau his anthority as Mediator over all things that.

" were created, both in heaven ‘andin earth, visible and invisible,.

whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities or powers..
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We are specially concernf:d lfowever ubou}’ [hi‘s authority ':lsllreiat,ed‘
o this world. Christ is l.nng not ou.ly in his chureh, b“[,& 5?0 'O\I;ny
the world.  His authority is not confined to those wlnol are ‘o_za -)l
subject to him.  Fe is king of rebels and enemies as "\vela a;; Sf O-ﬁd.
snl)ijecis and {riends. h‘ot 0'113_)' will he be l\"mg of u]_ [.”F, eq]l 1;
he is lking now. He is king not only de jure, but is also king
o {{f]cflol(, there is widespr’ead.rebeliio_n in thel r\gox'](l against hislzlplho{'-
ity, he hins many loyal, O!)(‘:d.lell_‘t Sl}l)b_]GC_lS. ' ¢ lhey tlu}t f(;]lmvl 1'mi] are
called, and chosen and  faithful. _It is necessarily invo \ec].m
ChrisU’s kingship that his loyal subjects ace wholly devoted to lln:_[],‘
“aud wholly separated rom all sinful and rebellious associations. ‘ {
hig aathority is a reality and not a mere vision, it implies a rea
aelationship between hillnseli' and his people, and a real separation
P ‘he rebetlious world. o
Jlo'_lﬁ]l\él:z(]thgtity of Christ thus deﬁne‘d .inJ its bearing on "nussml.uui_y
work we now purpose to consider. 1 lns\ws_ the gosp.el of the lillig-
{dom. It proceceds from .“l(-} throne _of Qllr‘nst. the king :1‘11d‘ ]l.‘cla 1|§)
kingly anthority behind it It has for its obje§t the _f\\p]\\.gal()'ox\ I0
all rebellious men and associations of meun, Ilrs‘zum is to realize the
answer to the prayer, © ‘I‘hy_ kingdom come; Thy \w{nﬂ ‘be do‘;l‘e I|“
carth as it is in heaven.” It is to be preached for a witness; preach-
ing is witness-beariug, )
l!]%l‘li?i.:v;t()si)el is Lo be preached for a witness in all nations. F st
1. Our first inquiry lS] concel'nnilg“the l)n;)iglly anthority o iris
as related to the command to preach the gospel.
" i&ll?;ﬁttdjsmtﬂ;e basis ou\whicﬁ the great com nission ;-es.ts,? \7\'7e llm\fe
already stated that there is.a relationship b,etwee_n C]]-”Stil?m]}f 19110
office and this-commission. The gospel message is neecled Cf 2 n‘)e_l{
and is adapted to the wants and conditions of all. But hivist s.m.
aothing about this when he gave the Chrelt her cqlmn‘]l]ssmn, nor
lid he assign this as a reason for preaching the gospel to S
Tt has already been stated also that there is a 1‘elat10ns!upbeLween
the great commission wid Christ’s priestly office. The 1i1g1ﬁ1!egusxz}<zs§/
wrought qut by Chirist :ulld offer_ed o sinners is just what is Pge_ e
by all. But our Lord.said nothing of this when he 901111111:5510f1c?(,
the chureh to go into all the world {Lnd pl;euch.. His woxdsl are,
a¢qll power- ist given unto' me in heaven and in earth, , Go y(e‘lt 1et11e-‘
fore and. teach all nations?’ Men. Liave: ,attgmpted lp (‘1e-ttu.1 ' l?
ovent commission from Christ’s claim, of _llU'l.V.GL’S:LI‘v' dpg;nmgu,. ;4}1}1(:
attach it at some other point, and the result js disastrous ml tle
ohurel’s work., We must get back ?0,.,“‘9_ commission ,ﬁSCH»\ISL
gﬁ\y;.e‘ it and study it in'its proper connection if we;would preach. the
ggsﬁpﬁ:fi;b Zlcnlz\(;“{ﬁls servants:into all the world becanse he has: author-

ity over all the world. - They are to. hear: Wi ess. to all llilél@l:is
Gecause lie has authority over ‘al -hations.  “Lhere are t\ 0. words, n%
£le New. Testament commonly rendered power, efovow (exousia) and

.
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sovaues (dunamis.)  The it means “anthority,” the second puwer.
In the great commission the word meaning ** atthority » js used
“All authority is given unto me in heaven and i earth. Go ye
therefore and teach all nations.”” He sends forth his embassadors,
not into territory vightfully belonging to another, but into vebellious
provinces of his own dominion, He does nov seck o extend the
sway of his sceptre over the rightful subjects of another, bu¢ o bring
down the rebellious thrones erected by his own subjects.  We are
commissioned to bear witness against men and society because they
belong to Christ’s kingdom and ave in rebellion. Bearing witness is
the weapon of war we are to wse in putting down this rebellion.
“ They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of
their testimony.” ‘

In commissioning his chureh to engage in this work Christ shares
his authority with his people. The church represents Christ in
his three-fold office. As proplets we bear witness to the truth, As
priests we tale up the cross and endure suffering tor thesakeof others,
and have access into the loliest of all s intercessors in behalf of
others.  As kings we have authority over the nations. < Renr not
little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the king-
dom.”  “ [ appoint unto you a kingdom as my Fatlier hiath appointed
unto me.”  “Ye shall sit on twelve thrones.” Ye are a royal
priesthood.”  The kingdom and the dominion under the whole heaven
shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High, There
is an actual exercise of kingly authority over the nations through the
church. A generation ago the church was on its lknees belore God
asking him as Lovd of all to open the door for missionary worlk.
In answer to these prayers the door has been opened into every nation.
This authority is also exercised in breaking the power of those who
vise up to do his people harm. “In the year 1339 there came =t
ctisis to Turkish missions.  Persecution bared her red right arm.
The bitter hostility of the Armenian Churel brolce out jua storm.
The despotic head of the Turkish government, Sultan Malimoud,
united his eivil with theiv ecclesiastical power, to ex tirpate the Chiris-
tians.  The work of years seemed about to fall with a crash into ruing.
Pious Christians were arrested, imprisoned or banished witliout ever
knowing of what they were accused. It was determined that all
missionaries should be banished. An order was issued to this effect.
In that darkest hour of Turkish missious, the pioneer missiouary
Goodell said, the Great Sultan of the universe can change all thig,”?
The missionaries tools refuge in ihe 91st Psalm. They besought the
Lord to come down as in the days of. old, and -malke: the mountaing
ﬂo,w down at his presence. While their hands were lifted in pi,‘uYel.’
on July 1, 1839, Sultan Mahmoud died. The Turkish forces six
days before were defeated near Aleppo. On Auguast 9th, a fearful
conflagration visited Constantinople and from 3,000 to 4,000 houses
were reduced to ashes. So plain were the marks of a divine inter~
bosition that it was a commou saying that God was taking the side of
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the persecuted. A council was held and the exiles recalled and all
rigorous measures snspended.  The leaders of the persecution were
awed, though unchanged in spirit.  They saw the uplified hand of the
Great King and dared not go forward.”  (Divine Enterprise of Mis-
sions, by A. T\ Pierson.) By fearful works God gavean answer lo
their prayers.  They reigned as kings on the earth. )
When Christ ¢laims all authority in heaven aud in earth, he claims
authority over these whom hesends as witnesses. I-.Ie cmmpissionls;r.‘ his
chureh (o bear witness becanse they are already his subjects.  They
are called out of the world and then commissioned to bear glad tidings
to the world. This is one aspect of the doctrine of election often over-
looked. Election does not mean election to everlasting life only, bt
clection to the high calling of witness-bearers to the ungodly world.
Israel was an elect nation. But Israel was elected, not only to -lhe
enjoyment of peculiar privileges but also to the performing of an im-
portant service. ““In thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the
earth be blessed.”  Christ said to His disciples: “I have called you
and ordained you that ye should go aund bring forth mueh fruit.”
All the elect ave elected to service as well as to everlasting life.
The commission itself bears witness to this trutli.  Muany of the most
profound Bible students are convinced that t}_le gathiering on the
mountain in Galilee was the occasion when Christ was seeu of above
five hundred brethven at once.  That was the occasion too when the
great commission was given. This commission was Llu—:refon:e given
not to the Apostles alone, but to the whole church. An(] in lllf)SG
days it was obeyed by the whole church. The persecution which
avose abont Stephen seattered the whole church except the Apostles,
and these scattered believers “ went everywhere preaching the gospel.”
While it is certain that this commission was -obeyed by the whole
church then, it is just as certain that it is not obeyed by the whole
church now. In the whole foreign field there are but 6,000 ]‘abore)'s
exclusive of native workers. ‘o support these (lere is a f_o;:ce of
nearly 40,000,000 church members. This means that it requires a
force of mnearly 7,000 Christiuns to support une missionary. These

millions ol Clwistians contribute for the support of foreign mission- -

avies about $11,000,000. - Is this ‘obeying the command of C}n‘ifst?
When we consider the immense wealth in the hands of professing
Christians, the large sums expended by them for purely worldly ends,
and the shamefully small amount given for the spread of the gospel,
we are construined to believe that l)otwith_slan(‘lmg% fl-"? fact that 1}1)@
is called the century of missions the great commiission is not yet undes
stood, nor its authoritative words obeyed. i} ’
“Tf the e¢hurel felt the full force of the words W]}l](_’!l onr Lfn‘(] :plages
ag noprefuce to the great commission, “All ﬂnlh_onty is g;vcl);!l§11iio
me ‘in heaven and in earth,” if church memb.ers fe]t"_t.'hatg' they
and  their money belong to Chirist and are subject to his 01-dersg
instead of one missionary for six or seven thousand’ Christians, we

would have one for every five hundred.” Instead of'a force of 6,(
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missionaries, there would be not less than 60,000. FForgetting that
Christ gave the great commission as King, his command is not
obeyed, fur ‘“where the word of a king is there is power.”  Dr.
Pierson has often spoken of the energy and celerity with which, in
the days of Ahasuerus, three times the whole empire, ihat extended
from the Golden Horn to the Ganges, was reached with o royal decree;
and the third decree was curried in less than ten months from the
palace at Shushan to the limits of the Persian Empire.  But here is a
world 25,000 miles in circumference not yet evangelized althongh
wmearly 2,000 years have elapsed since the command was given to
preach the gaspel inalllands.  Why is this command wot obeyed ?
Largely because the church does wot vealize that the commission is
the word of the king. The members of the church are too deeply
absorbed in worldly cares. There is too close a contact between the
church and the world.  Dr, Pierson in speaking of this contact says,
that as a result, the churel does permeate the workd and malke it more
churchly, and outwardly perhaps more godly; but by the same inti-
mate contact, the world permeates the chureh, and makes it more
worldly and even ungodly, till neither remains what it was and still
would be in separation.  Insteml of what is decidedly * hot,”” and
decidedly* cold,” there is what is “neither hot nor cold, but lukewarm”
—and it is that which God hates. T would thou werl hot or cold.”
“The law of sppararion,” says Dr. Plerson, “is written as in huge
cupitals, all over the word ol God, inseribed as in flaming letters upon
the altars of tabernacle and temple, typified in the separation of clean
and unclean in the Levitieal law, and then whispered from Calvary
with a still small voice as impressively and imperatively as when
thundered from Sinai’s sunimit: “Come out from among them and
be ye separate, and touch not the unclean thing, ete.””

(The Divine Enterprise of Missions, p. 75.)
~The doctrine of the mediatorial awbhority of Christ, involving the
duty of SEPARATION fr m the world, in a fuller sense perhaps than
Dr. Pierson inteuds, is (hat which is needed (o-day to awake the
chureh to a sense of its unfulfilled mission, and to urg- it forward in
its work.

1. We must now inquire what place shall be assigned to the
doctrine of Christ’s authority while we ure preaching the gospel to
all nations 2 1tis cvident from what has been said that Chuist’s
authority is the basis of our right 1o go everywhere and praach ; and
il any man denies our right we may answer with the Apostles,
“ Whether it is vight in the sight ot God to obey men rather than
Gud, judge ye.” But is this all the practical use we can make of
this sublime truth? Is it never to be bLrought to the front except
when it becomes necessary to vindicate our right to preach at all? Ov
is this truth to form an essential part of our testimony as witnesses 2
Is the anthority of Christ as King any part of the gospel of the king-
dom? It is a prevalent belief among Christians to-day (hat the

great mission of the church is to save souls; and as there are a foew
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truths, such as faith and repentance, popularly known as saving
truths, these, it s maintained, are to he preached to the exclusion of
sucl dectrines as the lxtﬂgl} 'mthonly of Christ. These so-calted
saving truths are eabled the gospel; the lmtimuq of Chuist, as related
to business and polities, is outside the gospel.

No doubt tll(, saving of souls is a great work, “He that shall
convert a sinner [rom the ervov of his ways shall save a soul from
death and shall hide a maltitude of sins.” 1 am made all things
to all men that I may by all means save some.”  Neither is there nuy
doubt but that the saving of souls isa part of the work which Christ.
means to accomplish by the churel in carrying out ibe great com-
misston,  Buot nowhere in the word of God is there any warrant (o
the theory that saving souls is the mission of the ehureli. This iz not
the inguage ol the great commission.  Our mission is to preuch, bear
wilness, and * he that believeth and is baptized shall be savedy” but
we are told just as plainly that “he that beélieveth not shall be
damued.” s our mission to preach whether wien will hear or for-
bear, whether souls ave saved or not.  Butb we,have this consolation,
that if wenre [aiith{ul witnesses we need not fear for the sulvation of
sounlz.  Tundeed, we may say that this resulu is the fivst in order. But
separation {ron the world is included as an essentind part of their
sabvation.  “God ae the fist did visth the Gentiles to take out of them
a people for his name”  What is God’s purpose with reference (o
the mass of the Gentile world ont of which this people are’taken?
What has the gospel ol the kingdom to say to the world at large ?
What is the message of the kingdom of lieaven to the kingdoms of
the world 7 The vopular belief is that it was no message whatever;
that the only object of the gospel is to guther out a people to be suved
while the world of mankind is lost.  Over against this idea we place
this recent ntterance of Prof. Robert IEHis Thompson : “ 1 believe the
Master is forcing us to go back to the primitive gospel, the proclama-
tion ol a kingdom of heaven, of repentance as a preparation for it, of
the new birth as the entrance into it.  The ordo selutis which John
Wesley Jenrned from the Moravians wal the Pietists of Germany,
repentance and faith as aw escape mevely from the wrall to come, is
being found  too narvow, too individual, toe spiritually selfish,
‘ Preach the gdspel, but pre: wh no truncated gospel.  Preach the
Christ who died 1o save sinners, but preach him also as turning the’
liearts of the fathers to the Llnl(hen, of the ruled to the rulers, of the
rich to the poor nud the poor to the vich, that hie may gather into.
one g and leliowship all l[mt are in heaven, and all thaL ave on’
earth.” ”"—(Divine Ovder of HFnman Sociéty, pp.1T, 12) '

Tn' the same connection Prof, Thompson declares Calvinism in its
hevoie days to be u social as well as a theologieal faith. ¢ It was
theoorilic to the core,  And let ns pot wisuniderstand Lhat word’
‘theoeratic.” Mheoeracy, the rule of God in all affiivs, hag
been too often confunndetl with lnuncmcy the rule of a pne:thood
ova clergy. No man ever hated liierocr: acy Wikl mme’vehunen

than did our farhers, because they regarded it as the great enemy of
theoeracy, thernle of God. It was (lieir faith in lis divect vule over
all human spirits aud =l soeial relations which made them the stroug
men they were, and weighted them—as ISmerson says ol them—with
the weight of the unjverse.  The sovereignty ol Ged was {o them no
mere abstraetion. It was the ground of all other soverciguty and of
atl anthority.  The divine will was the basis of ali human relations
tn Tamily, State sid choreh, as it was the hasis of all righteousness in
man and of all freedom in society.”

According to this anthor the great objeet of the gospel as defined
by the C dvinistic theol oy is the realization of the kingdom ol Ged
ot earth. Canon L W. Fremantle, in his lectures cmzllul, “The
World as the Subjeet of Rulmnp(mn, expresses simitar views,  lle
represents the chureh as having for its object “to imbue all human
relations with the spivit of Christ’s scll"—l'enuuncing love, and thus to
change thie world into the kingdom of God.”  We can et no bounds
to the purposes ol our Lord and the functions of his charch.  We
must tuke in a simple aud literal sense his claim to universal domin-
ton.  The task then of the society which (Jlms( founded is 1o 1)nnu
abont his universal dominion. It is to make the kingdoms ol " e
world to be kingdoms whicl are not of ¢hds world. “Phe present evil
condition of the world, in which force amd fraud reign, is {0 be re-
placed by the vewer and hetter state in which it will be no fongev this
world, but the warld of God and of vighteousness.”

Prof. Henry Drummond maintaing that the first thing that Christ
did in the accomplishment of his purpose was the founding of a soci-
ety.  His immediate work was (o enlist men in his enterprise, to.
rally them into a great company or society for the carrying out of his
plans.  The vame by whieh this soelety was known was the king-
dom of God.”  « Christ’s great word was the kingdom of God. OF.
all the words of lis that have come down to us this is by far the
commonest.  Oune hundred times it occurs in the gospel.  When he-
preached he had this almost always for his text.” —(Programme of’
Christianity, p. 19).

When Prof. Drummond and others were in this conntry a few
years ago they told us that i was this truth of a divine kingdom,

of 101101011 as a thing of social velations which had taken hold of the
Edmbm-uh students fud awakened sneh an interest in missions.”

President Nori theup, in an address before the seventy-seventh an-
niversary of the American Baptist Union, held in Cincinnati, Mav 25,
1891, spoke of some of the hindrances to the work of foreign mis-
siong.  The first hindranee he mentioned wag “depavture from the
method of Christ.”  Ha2'said “the chiel stress is huid not on salvation:
here and now, the esinblishment of the kingdom of God en earth, hot
npon salvation in a narrow sense of the term us escape froni the velri-:
butions of hell.” He, condemned the habit of Christinn people in
looking upon the he athen world, not as a kingdom (o be congnered
for Jesns Christ, I)ut rather as a seulun‘s: sea of dnowmnw men, 1 few



—10—

consider the proper attitude of Christ’s disciples to the kingdoms of
the world.

. At the fivst there was no formal sepuration between the people of
God and the world. The sons of God chose wives from among the
danghters of men.  The result was moral decadence nutil the world
wits (00 corrupt to be suved but its corruption must be washed away
by the flood.  Noah and his family, composing all the church there
was, were separaled for the preservation of true veligion and the world
destroyed.  After this, immorality soon began to prevail again, nntil
Abraham was called and separated from the world, Here is suffi-
cient historical cvidence that trne religion cannot exist except in a
stafe of separation from the world,  The gospel of the kingdom re-
quires testimony to be borne against the kingdoms of the world ; it
demands just as clearly that God’s people secupy a pesition of sepaia-
tzon from the kingdoms of the world.  This position is demanded by
the principles of consistent and nncompromising?loyalty to the King
of Kings, The gospel of the kingdom [nds the world in rebellion
against Christ.  The nations and governments of the world have said
concerning God, and his Sen, © Let us break asunder their bunds
and east sheir cords from us.”  The seriptures often speak of a con-
flict between Cleist and Satan.  They uniformly speak of the
nations of the world as taking the side of Satan.  “'I'hese shall make
war with the Lamb.”  There are some nations not as hostile to Christ
as others.  But it is a great mistake to suppose that because a govern-
ment grants (oleration Lo Christianity and  absorbs certain moval
principles into its laws, that it is therefore Christian,  In the seuse of
being ou the side of Christ in this conflict, there are no Christinn
governments.  When the gospel of the kingdom is preached the first
result is to gather ont a people lor the name ot God. Here then we
have these peculiar phenomena; the kingdoms of the world still
standing, and still hostile to the kingdom of Christ; the kingdom of
Clhivist not yet set up in the full sense of taking actual possession of
thie world 5 a people called out of the world, no longer of the world,
but citizens of the kingdom of heaven yet to come in its fullness of
glory and power. Loyalty to Christ, while this peculiar state of
allairs Jasts, demands separation from the kingdoms of the world.
This question is mes by every foreign mission.  In thoronghly heathen,
in Mohammedan, in Roman Catholic countries, the same problem is
coustantly arising.  Sometimes it is said that this problem is so
abtruse and difficult to be understood even by advanced Christians,
that no practieal use can be made of it in evangelistic work. So. far
from this being teue, there can be no evangelistic work done without
it. Itis one of the fundumental truths of Christinnity, Wbhen con-
verts to Christianity are made in heathen Jands wheve heathen custons
shape the character and life of the State, there is but one thing for the
loyal disciple to do; he must separate from heathenism both in his
politics aud in liis religion. When converts are made in Mohummedan
countries, they mmst renounce the Xoran, and Mohammed, :md‘d,_issen't
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from the civil State, if they would be loyal to Christ. In Roman
Catholic countries allegiance means the vecognition of the Pope us
Christ’s vice-gerent, and of his infallibility. Converts to Protestaniism
ean do nothing less than separate fromsuelr civil powers.  This ques-
tion, we say, is thus met by missionaries in all lands,  The nuthor of
the article on “* Methods” iu the Encyclopedia of Missions discusses
it. e says that “it is of speeial importance where Chureh and
State are united and political privileges depend upon ceremonial
observances. I some cases practically new States have been formed
with their entire paraphernalia of offices and officers.  When this has
not been the case, still the new Christian commmnity has invariably
had distinet il not a corporate existence which has come to be recog-
nized us an important element in rendering the position of the ehureh
complete and permanent.  Here the missionary meets the question of
aceord to umjust Jaws and the demands of un-Clivistian governments.
Each cuse canuot be settled mevely upou itsown werits; the very idea
of a Christian’s relations to the powers that be must be thoronghly
thought out and clearly stated.”  “The Christinn State, not so much
as i accomplished fact but as an ideal, is a most practical and im-
portant element in the methods by which Christianity is to be ulii-
mately established.”

Separation from the kingdoms of the world is to be insisted on in
all missionavy work in the name of Christian morality. Ivideutly
thisis so where political alliances and governmental service mvolve
infractions of the moral Taw. This question was met by the early
churel when it ecame into contact with the Roman Empive.  “ Just
becanse public life was wholly inlerwoven with heathenism, were
Christians compelled to withdraw from it.” ¢ While the State was
thoronghly pagan their relation to it could only be a uegative one””
The council at Jerusalem, called to consider the guestion whether
Gentile converts should be required to observe Jewish custons, not
only decided this question in the negative, but they also decided that
they must cease the observance of certain Gentile customs. In
obedienze to this decree they avoided military service and public
offices, for the soldier was obliged to assist at sacrifices, and civil
officers to superintend the performance of religious vites.””  Such was
the policy of the Christian ehurch at the frst. In the conrse of time
it was considered too diffienlt longer to vefuse military serviee and
public offices; new ties were formed with the world which resulted in
the corvuption of the church. Like Israel, chureh members were.
mingled with the heathen and learned their way. In her policy
toward the nations of the world -to-day the chureh does not follow the-
example set in the earliest Christian ages, but that of later times.

In the great missionary eonference in London in 1888, no problem
received uigue atténtion than that of sociul customs in missionary
lands. No social problem received so much atteniion as polygamy.,
Sorne defended. the practice of baptizing converted polygamists with-
out ;lf;equ‘i)‘iljg, l’;lf)eni fo break off these unserviptnral marriages, while-
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e that none should be baptized till all but one wife
others conten’ jway.  All agreed, however, that no baptized convert
should be pllt’/l!-ds be allowed to contract polygamous marriages. I'his
should afterw’ i the great problem of separation from the world. Why
is one brancll Lrinciple into politics as well as into social relations ? It
not carry the pswered, “ Because civil government is a divine insti-
Is sometimes ] is not marriage a divine institution ?  And when this
'“'“U_“-”_ B”L}-v(] into contrary to the moral law regulating it, is it
relation is e“!(foi(! ?  Ifa convert from heathenism should afterwards
Dot null and v” one wife, and should defend Limself on the ground
take more the is a divine institution, the church would doubtless
‘[h"‘t “'_1”"’;'5'%“””gl1 marriage is a divine institution, yours is not.”
‘\1'{:?:;’0111,“!_)' 1“{:: not say, too, that while civil government is a divine in-
stitition theye A€ many that are not?  Qur missions in Syria and
Asia Minor Pl.(,ctz:ed on this principle, and their success justifies the

Tyen if t‘he sulvation of souls is the exclusive work of the
ation from the world is vecessary for theiv salvation. In
uth, salyarion is often e)i’pl'esse(l in lh?’ Brﬁ‘gle by such terms ns

“called out,” ‘ gathered out, “ separated. They are no longer
citizens of the Kingdoms of the world which are c¢liimed by Satan,
but of the I;ingdo"‘ of heaven. The law of the kingdom of heaven
is their rule of conduct.  We are taught to pray, “Thy kingdom
come, thy will e done in earth as it is in heaven.” Rev. Hugh Price
Hughes says: ** Perhaps the most fatal delusion that ever took pos-
session ol the Christian clinreh was the delusion that the will of God
cannot be done 0N earth, that the Christian ideal is too high for at-
tainment hiere, that the programme which God has given us must
somehvw or other be explained away.” *“Most men live double
lives, and (his duplicity is summed up in two leading particulars.
First of all, how often da we heav sincerely religions men say that
‘religion is religion, and businessis business?’” ~“ We can never be
gaid to do the will of our Father on earth as angels do it in heaven
if we do that will ouly at certain times and in certain places. Ruskin
is quite right in stating that if ouv religion is good for anything it is
good for everything. ' ’

. The second way in which some very imperfeetly instructed Chris-
tans contrudiet the Lord’s prayer,is by asserting that religion has
nothing to do wwith polities. A prolound instinet has taught the
masses of the people that if Christianity is not applicable to politics,
Christianily s an antiquated delusion.”  Another futal delusion is
that the churel i) progress most rapidly in carrying out the great
-commission by lowering the standard of marality and elinreh mem-
berslu;{. Lock u¢ the standard that prevails to-day. England not
only forced the opium trade on China, but England manufactur
most of the idolg sed | Tndis Ch L, Ave }“ |‘ . e
things. Chure] tsec 1|)” India. wistians L}:glespon;&’:b e for these
-Cliristians rea lln:e“-] elslm’f’]," and p.u%)llsllan k,l"l(]ll.y. newspapers ;.
of the Sabbatl, ll(_ll] ; :m(.. when newsdealers are tried for a breucllv

aw, Christian lawyers defend the lawbreakers and

practice,
chureh, sepa
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denounce the law. Christians 0¥ and opevate railronds and street
car Jines on the Subbath for gait Cin:zstmns make the ]tcense_‘ ]ﬂ“"sy
and elect their representatives '© €nforce them. Over on 1{6(].@‘&}
street to-night there is a g_"““‘] temperance rally.” The -“"b_-]%p
for discussion is, “Can a Jl'dge be a Christian  and g.mnt. a
license for a saloon?”  After solving this problem, it might
be in place to discuss e question, “Can a man be
a  Christian  and  vote f0r an officer who is requived
to enforce a license law,” and this, “Can n man be o Christian
and identify himself with a government that npholds sueh abomina-
nations?” We do not maintain that it is impossible for a man to he
a Christian and do these ll1ing5.b“t we do maintain that no one can
do these things and and be consistently loyal to Christ.  Suppose the
world were converted to Christ, and that all men everywhere were
admitted to church membership on the moral level of the average
chiurch member of to-day, we woph’l not yet hear the heavenly voices
proclaiming  the kingdoms of this world ‘are become the kingdoms
of our Lord and his Christ,”  Rome conquered Greeee, but Greeee in
her turn conquered her congueror.  The church conql)(jl'e(l Pagan
Rome, but Pagan Rome in turn conquered the chureh.  The churelr
to-day is gaining a viclory over the world, but the world is also
gaining a victory over the church. ) ‘

This principle of separation is necessary not only for the sake of
consisteney but also to lead the ehurch to act up to the divine plan,
We have seen that that plan contemplates the transforming of. the
kingdoms of the world into the kingdom of Christ.  Worldly king-
doms are to he destroyed. The little stone cut out of the mountain
without hands, smites the image, and reduces it to powder, the wind
carvies it away, and the little stone rolls on and fills the earth. Should
not Christ’s people be separated from that which is to be destroyed ?
And what will Christians do to overturn the great world powers
so long as they are identified with them ?

We believe that God is bringing this great question to the fromt
in this erisis of missions for a purpose, The end of the present
order of things is near. The kingdom of heaven is at hand. The
kingdom of Satan will scon fall. The doctrine of the kingly anthor-
ity of Christ involving the principle of separation by his people from
the kingdoms of tlie world is seen to be specially adapted to mission-
ary work :

1. Because it shows the authoritative character of the preat com-
mission. L

2. Itsadaptation isseen in that it mukes clear the work to be doue,
namely, the making the kingdoms of the world the kingdom of
Christ.

3. Its adaptation is seen in that it makes manifest the propet
attitude of Christ’s people while this work is going forward. Let
this principle be ignored and endless confusion arises as to what is
proper and what is improper, what is right and what is wrong. Let



.

‘this principle be elearly nnderstood and its authority recognized,
and all questions as to morals ean be easily settled. This is the
gospel of the kingdom which must be preached for a witness in all
nations ; and when it is preached the end of Satan’s rule over the
kingdoms of the world will come, and the reign of Christ will be

recognized.



