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BOOK REVIEWS 

THE HIGHWAYS OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 

By SHIRLEY JACKSON Case. Chicago: Willett, Clark and Company, 1936. 
200 pages. $2.00. 

In accepting the commission to deliver the Lowell Institute Lectures 
for 1936 on “the changes through which Christian doctrines have passed 
from their beginnings to the present time,” Dean Case undertook an allur- 
ing task, but unquestionably a very perplexing one. For to treat it even as 
a “sketch broadly drawn” in five discourses designed to be heard by an 
average audience, to be sure of most enlightened listeners, would tax the 
combined powers of a consummate popularizer and an expert historical 
scholar. That he has proved equal to the task no one who is familiar with 
the Dean’s work as a teacher and a writer will be surprised to hear. The 
volume is full of interesting and suggestive information, given in clear, in- 
cisive, often epigrammatic sentences. No one can read this book without 
being thankful that his attention has been called to it. 

But the reader must not let himself be misled by the opening phrase 
in the publisher’s advertisement of it, as a “history of Christian doctrine, 
etc.” Certainly Dr. Case nowhere claims that he is writing such a history. 
What he really undertakes to do is to trace a vague entity designated as 
“the unadorned faith of the original disciples of Jesus” through a series of 
successive political, social, and philosophical backgrounds and indicate how 
these latter transformed it into a complex and unrecognizable mass as com- 
pared with its original self. 

It is no criticism of Dr. Case’s work to say this, for the conditions 
under which he was obliged to labor limited him to this side of the devel 
opment of Christian doctrine. But there are two other sides to that devel- 
opment, namely, first, the unfolding of the germinal essence of it as a vital 

spiritual force and, second, the subtle and irresistible and quite recognizable 
way in which it in turn transformed its environments. These two sides, 
properly treated, would have necessitated the portraiture of “doctrine” as 
emerging from “faith” and then hardening into “dogma.” 

As a matter of fact, in this book, these terms are used almost as 
interchangeable synonyms. A close inspection, however, shows that doctrine 
and dogma are so different from one another that when dogma appears, 
doctrine is stiffened into death and disappears as such. 

Dr. Case is quite conscious of this difference; for when he comes 
to the end of his work as a historian and, in a few noble pages, assumes 
the role of a prophet, he looks forward to the continuance of progress 
and change in doctrine. Evidently, he believes in the dynamic and vital 
nature of doctrine. 
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One feels, however, that somehow such changes as doctrine might 
undergo would affect its essence materially. On this point the facts 
justify no such prospect. By that power of intussuceptio, which en- 
ables it to go back into itself and there find a new vital element germane 
to its purpose and by reorganizing itself around it to persist in its course 
and mission, doctrine is destined to prolong itself indefinitely into the 
future. Let it but remain “Christian” and “doctrine,” and let it modern- 
ize itself in the future as it has in the past, and the ages before it will 
find it a power for good. 

Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Chicago. Andrew C. Zenos. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF RELIGIOUS TOLERATION 
IN ENGLAND 

FROM THE ACCESSION OF JAMES I TO THE CONVENTION OF THE LONG 
PARLIAMENT (1603-1640). 

By W. K. Jorpan. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1936. 542 
pages. $5. 

In this volume Dr. Jordan continues the work begun in a previous 
study reviewed in this journal several years ago (I, pp. 235-7). In 
pushing forward to 1640 he has used the same method as before and 
much the same organization. Once more there are sections devoted to 
the thought of the dominant governmental and Anglican groups, the 
minority Puritan and Separatist factions, the laymen, and the Roman 
Catholics. In them a careful analysis of the theory of each party on 
toleration is again presented in its historical setting. But there is a 
shift of emphasis from the zealous clerics to the laymen and the moderates. 
Those laymen who were closely identified with an ecclesiastical school 
of thought are considered in that connection and the others are sorted 
out into their proper classification, Arminian, Latitudinarian, Ration- 
alist, or Erastian. 

From it all there emerges another chapter of the story of the slow 
dawning on the English mind of the concept of a state which takes no 
notice of the religious opinions of its citizens. The persecuted minorities 
naturally set forth the arguments for the inviolability of the human 
conscience, and the more hopeless their prospects for ever enjoying 
power themselves the more complete and logically consistent were their 
ideas of toleration. The author is perhaps a bit indulgent to the early 
Independents, whose tolerant principles are easily exaggerated in view 
of the fact that they were little more than Presbyterians in a hurry and 
not without comparable prospects. But the Baptists were indeed a much 
more negligible political quantity. Thus the honor—if such it be—of 
first preaching the full modern doctrine of the separation of church and 
state fell to the representatives of the handful of these sectarians who 
made their appearance in England under James. The Anglicans and the 
moderates contributed the idea of a minimum body of truth for aberra- 
tion from which alone persecution was in order. The government out- 




